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INTRODUCTION.

i

X HE author of the following letters having been an early witnefs

to the fcttlcmcnt of Kentucky, had frequently fuggefted to me the

importance of that rifing country. But I confefs that, with every

v; deference to his judgment, I was not aware how defervedly it had

\ been eftimated as of the utmoft confequence. A momentous asra,

X during feveral years of which the eyes of the whole world were

I ' attentively 6xed upon Europe, had fo entirely occupied my mind^

^C that, regardlefs of occurrences in the remote parts of America, I felt

^ no incoiifiderable aftoni(hment at finding that Kentucky was to be

* ^ Admitted as a feparate ftate into the federal government.

It ftruck me as a natural objeft of inquiry to what a future in-

creafe and elevation of magnitude and grandeur the fpreading em-

pire of America might attain, when a country had thus fuddcnly

rifen from an uninhabited wild, to the quantum of population nc-

ccffary to govern and regulate its own adminiftration.

It was under this idea that I requeftcd my friend to fend me, at

_- his leifure, a complete ^efcription of the weftern country of Arae-

. C? rica ; an enumeration of the laws and government of Kentucky ;

"^ and an account of that diftrift of country which appeared the moft

likely to become a new ftate.

All this he has done in fo ample a manner, that when the news

No of the defeat of general St Clair was received, I thought that the

jfs letters which had imparted to me and a fmall circle of friends fo

i/) much information and entertainment, would prove acceptable to

"^"'thc public, as imparting to them a more particular kijowledge of

that country, fo apparently the bone of contention between the

Indians and the Ameripans.

It is very certain that no work of the kind has hitherto been

publifhed in this country; and.when original matter is brought

before the public, furely it cannot fail to prove acceptable to the

philofopher, and entertaining to the cucious»

,. A3 The
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The occafional remarks, which he has interfperfed, refpcfiing

the lawsj religion, and cuftoms of Europe, are entitled to indul-

gence, as I believe them to be made with candour.

A man who had lived until he was more than five-and-twehty

years old, in the back parts of America (which was the cafe witti

our author, except during the period he ferved in the army), ac-

cuftomed to that fimplicity of manners natural to a people in a

ftate of innocence, fuddenly arriving in Europe, mull have been'

powerfully ftricken with the very great difrerence between the fim-

plicity of the one, and what is called etiquette and good breeding

in the other.

Perhaps fuch a perfon is better calculated than ourfelves to judge

of our manners ; and doubtlefs hab'.t very materially adls upon the

human mind ; an-l fince it has been too much the prafiicc in Europe

to confer favours in proportion to the feivility of courtiers, I am

apprehenfive that we have imperceptibly loft much of our energy

and manlinefs.

The calculated rife of the american empire, which thefe letters

contain, will not, I think, appear extravagant, when we recolledl

the rapid ftrides which have advanced it to its prefent flouriihing

ftate ofwealth and population.

In the life of Edward Drinker, which was publifhed in Philadel-

phia, April 1783, are contained thefe remarkable particulars :

•' Edward Drinker was born in a cottage in 1688, on the fpot

where the city of Philadelphia now Hands, which was inhabited, at

the time of his birth, by Indians, and a few Swedes and H0I-.

landers.

" He often talked of picking blackberries, and catching wild

rabbits, where this populous city is now feated. He remember-

ed the arrival of Wiiliara Penn, and ufed to point out the fpot

where the cabin flood in which that adventurer and his friends

were accommodated on their arrival.

*' He faw the fame fpot of earth, in the conrfe of his own life,

covered with woods and bufhes, the receptacles of wild beafts and

birds of prey, afterwards become the feat of a g);eat and fiourifhing

city, not only the firil in wealth and arts in America, but equalled

only by lew in Europe.

" He faw fplendid .churches rife upon moraffes, where he ufed

to



JNTRODUCTiON. Vll

to hear nothing hut the croaking of frogs ;
great wharfs and ware-

fioufes, where he had often fcen favages draw their fifii from the

river : he faw that river afterwards receiving fliips and merchandifo

from every part of the globe, which, in his youth, had nothing big-

ger than an indian canoe.

" He had been the fubjeft of many crowned heads ; but when

he heard of the oppreffive and unconllitutional afts pafl'ed in Bri-

tain, he bought them all, and gave them to his grandfons to make

kites of; and embracing the liberty and independence of his coun-

try, after feeing the beginning and end of the britifh empire in

Pennfylvania, and after triumphing in the eftablifhment of freedom,

he died in November 1782."

I repeat, that when we recolletft the wonderful changes wh'ch

have taken place during the life of one man in Pennfylvania, under

all the difadvantages with which the population of that country was

attended, as well as the reft of America, pofterity will not deem it

extraordinary, (hould they find the country fettled quite acrofs to

the Pacific ocean in lefs than another century *.

I will fuppofe that the inhabitants of America amount at prefcnt

to five millions of fouls at leaft, and that their population' doubles

once in 20 or 2 j years ; at the end of a hundred years their number

will be 64 millions.

This is a very fimple but very obvious truth. To be fcnfible of

this, we have only to mark the ftages cf its growth. For, whether

the fecret of Its amazing fecundity be owing to the great proportion

of room which the extent of its territory affords, fignifies very

• It would be very extraordinary. Indeed, if fuch were to be the

cafe; for as far back as the Ohio country, when compared with
the breadth of the c ntinent in thofe latitudes, the fettled country

appears but a narrow flip vi margin upon the eaflern coaft : it is,

however, extremely probable, that in the courfe of another century

the wilJernefs, and other intermediate lands, which are disable of

improvement, and which lie between the Atlantic fettlement- and
thofe of the Ohi", may be occupied, as well as the greater part of
the north-weft territory between the Ohio river and Canada. What
progrefs the Canadian fert ements may, in that period of time,

make northwar. iy, it is impoflible to fay ; though, from the want
of fo good a climate, it is fair to infer, that the fettlement and im-
provement ot tiat country will never keep pace with the nure in-

viting and populating dillricts turther to t;.e fouth.—Edit.

little,
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little, as it does not appear likely that any material alteration^ i«l

that refpeiS, will take place in the courfe of fo fliort a ti;ne as a

century i as the expanfion of its dominion will fecare the fame ad*

vaptages to population.

Under, all the difadvantages which- have attended manufaftures,

and the ufeful arts, it muft affird the moll comfortable refiedion to

every patriotic mind, to obferve their progrefs in the United States,

and particularly in Pennfylvania. For a long time after our fore-

fathers fought an eftablifhment in this" place, then a dreary wilder-

nefs, every thing neceffary for their fimple wants was the work of

european hands. How great—how happy is the change! The

lift of articles we now make ourfelves, if particularly enumerated,

would fatigue the ear, and wafte your valuable time. Permit me»

however, to mention them under their general heads :—Meal of

all kinds, fhips and boats, malt liquors, dillilled fpirits, pot-afh,

gunpowder, cordage, loaf-fugar, pafteboard, cards and paper of

every kind; books iu various languages; fnuff, tobacco, flarch, can-

non, mufquets, anchors, nails, and very many other articles of iron;

bricks, tiles, potter's ware, miil-ftones, and other ftone work ; ca-

binet work, trunks, and wind for chairs; carriages and harnefs of

all kinds ; corn-fans, ploughs, and many other implements of huf-

bandry ; fac'lery and whi^.-s ; fhoes and boots ; leather of various

kinds ; hofiery, hats, and gloves, wearing apparel, coarfe linens and

woollens, and fome cotton goods ; lin-feed, and fifh-oil ; wares of

gold, filver, tin, pewter, lead, brafs, and copper; clocks and watches;

wool and cotton cards, printing types, glafs and (tone ware,

candles, r,ap, and federal oiher vi^luable articles, with which the

mensory cannot furniui us at once.

If the nations of Europe pnfTefs fome great advantages over us

in manufaifiuring for the reft of the world, it is, however, clear,

that theie arv fome capital circumftauces in our favour when they

meet us in our own markets. Theexpences of importing raw ma-

terials, which, in fome inftances, ^hey Ial)Our under, while wc do

not ; the famf^ charges in bringing their commodities hither; the

-tluties wc mull lay on thfir gcods tor t! .- purpofes of revenue; the

additional duties which wc may venture to inipofc, without rifking

the corruption of morals, or the lofs of the revenue, by fmuggling
;

the prompt payment cur workmen receive; the long credits they
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give on their goods; the fale of our articles by the piece to the

confumer, while they fell theirs by great invoices to intermediate

purchafers; the durable nature of feme american manulacturts, ef-

pecially of linens ; the injuries theirs often fuitai from their mode

of bleaching : thefe things, taken together, will give us an advantage

of £5 to 50 per cent, on many articles^ and murt work the total

exclufion of many others. Extract from a fpeech delivered ia

the univerfity of Pennfylvania, on Thurfday, Auguft g, 1787.

The immenfe extent of the american empire abounds with all

climates, with every kind of foil; r.nd with rivers fo various and

extenilve, that it feems calculated to become a lival to half the

globe in trade and riches.

Some obftruftions interfered with the navigation of the Mifllfiip-

pi, which were as repugnant to found policy on the part of Spain,

as It was diftreiring to the people of th» weftern country ; bat the

free navigation of it is now conceded by treaty with Spain, bearing

date Odober 27, 1795, which treaty we have given at length in

this edition, as the reader may fee, by adverting to p. 562.

The firft edition of this work having excited a general curiofity

lefpefting the weftern country of the United States of America,

but more particularly that of the ftate of Kentucky, the editor has

^bought it would not be unwelcome to the public to annex an appen-

dix, containing a defcription of Kentucky by Filfon, publilhed in

America 1784 ; from which Morfe, and all other writers (our au-.

thor excepted), lince that sera, have taken their information, con-

cerning the developement of the firft rife and progrefs of a ftate^

the circuraftances of which are fo truly aftoniftiing.

The propriety of adopting thefe motives was enforced by the

peculiar energy which a corroboration of accounts, fo wonderful

in the eftimation of Europeans, produces, and which the two work*

poflefs, that it muft be imprefled upon the mind of every intelligent

reader, who fometimes fears the ardour of the author's imagination

may exceed the juft limits of truth and precifion; and the juftnefs of

thefe accounts is farther ftrengthened by a narrative comprehended

within this appendix, written in a ftyle of the utmoft fimplicity,

by a man who was one of the hunters, who firft penetrated into the

^^ofora of that delegable legion.

To
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To the prefent editlorij befides a variety of ufeful notes and ob-

fervations of the moft undoubted authority, interfperfed throughout

the work, are added — Ample accounts of the fugar maple-tree,

with the mfethod of preparing the fugar from it, the demand for it,

and the capacity of fupply. Mr. Cooper's anfwer to queftions

concerning the lluXe of fociety in America, price of provifions, Sec,

Obferyations on the flate of literature, of civil liberty, and religious

rights, in the american ftates, by Mr, Tench Coxe. The culture of

indian corn, hemp, £ax, hops, tobacco, indigo, cotton, fenega root»

efquine, madder, jalap, potatoes, filkworms, perfimmon, various

kinds of grapes, berries, and nuts, the candleberry myrtle, fumach,

cofFecj and other particulars in the vegetable kingdom. Obferva-

tions on the ancient works, the native inhabitants, &c. of the weft-

cm country, by major Jonathan ^Icart, Defcription of a remark-

able rock and cafcade, by Mr. Thomas Hutchins. An hiftorical

narrative gnd topographical defcription of Louifiana and Weft Flo-

rida, containing a great variety of interefting particulars, by the

fame gentleman. An account of the foil, growing timber, and

other produftions of feveral lands, particularly the Genefee trafl-,

lately located, and now in the progrefs of being fettled. Remarks

for the information of thnfe who wifti to become fettliers in Ame-

. jica, by Dr. Franklin. A topographical defcription of Virginia,

Pennfylvania, Maryland, and North Carolina ; comprehending

the rivers Ohio, Kanhawny, Sioto, Cherokee, Wabafti, Illinois^

Miiiiirippi, &c. by Mr. Thomas Hutchins. Mr. Patrick Kenne-

dy's journal up the Illinois river, SiC. A (boft defcription of the

ftate of Tenafee, lately called the territory of the United States

fouth of the river Ohio, A fliort defcription of the fouth-weftern

territory. Conftitiition of the ftate af Tenafee, eftabliflied at

Knoxville, February 6} 1796. An aft foj: eftabliftiing Knoxville.

Treaty concluded between the United States of America and his

catholic majefty. Plan of the aftbciation of the north americai^

land company. Sec.

It would lead us beyond the bounds of a preface to (hew the

many advantages that arife from the free navigation of the Miffif-

fippi, now obtained by the treaty with Spain. This famous rivei;

is navigable upwards of 2000 miles, to the falls of St. Anthony, in.

latitude 45"j the only fall we know in it, v/hich "is 16 degrees of

latitude
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latitude above its month ; and even above that fall there is 30 fathoi^

of water in the river, with a proportionable breadth. About icoo

miles from its mouth it receives the river Ohio, which is navigable

1000 miles farther, feme fay 1509, nigh to its fource, not far from

lake Ontario in New Yori^ ; in all which l^j-ace there is but one

fall or rapid iij the Ohio, and that navigable both up and down, at

lead in canoes. This fall is 300 miles from the Mifliflippi, and

1500 from the fea, with <ive fatlom of water up to it. The other

large branches of the Ohij, the river of the Cherokees, and the Wa-

ba(h, afford a like navigation, from lake Erie in the north to the

Cherokees in the fouth, and from thence to the bay of Mexico, by

the Mifiiffippi ; not to mention the great river Miffouri, which runs

to the north-weft parts of new Mexico, much farther than any good

accounts we have of that continent extend. From this it appearS|»

that the Miffouri affijrds the mo^ extenfive navigation of any river

at prefent known ; fo that it may juftly be compared to an inland,

fea, fprcading over nine tenths ot the whole continent of Nortli

America.

Thefe things being confidered, the importance of the navigation

of the Miffiflippi, and of a port at the mouth of it, will abundantly

appear. Whatever that navigation be, good or bad, it is the only

one for all the interior parts of North America, which are as large

as the greater part of Europe ; no part whereof can be of any ufe to

foreign commerce without the navigation of the Miffiffippi, and

fettlements upon it. Not without reafon, then, has it been faid,

that whoever are poffeffed of this river, and of the vaft tradls of fer-

tile lands upon it, muft in time command that continent, and the

trade of it, as well as all the natives in it, by the fupplies which

this navigation will enable them to furnifli thofe people. The
Miffiffippi indeed is rapid for 1200 miles, as far as to the Miffouri,

which makes it difBcult to go up the river by water. But however

difficult, it is frequently done ; and its rapidity facilitates a defcen^

upon itj and a ready conveyance for thofe grofs commodities, which

are the chief ftaple of North America, from the moft remote places

of the continent : and as for lighter european goods, they are more

cafily carried by land, as the indian traders do, over great part of

the continent, on their horfes, in wkich this country abounds,

flven the mouth of the river is from 17 to 18 feet in depth, admit-

ting*



X'U INTRODUCTION.

ting {Ii'ps of 500 tons, the largeft generally ufed in that trade. An4
as for the navigation from the Miffiflippi, the voyage may be pcr-

fomied in fix weeks. We have not room to expatiate on all the

advantages arifing from the navigation of the Milfiffippi, and fhaU

therefore conclude with obferving, that fume of the golden fchemes

tliat were formerly denominated from this river, may probably now

he realized, if the commerce to which it is fo favourable be purfued

r/ith induftry and prudence. For, in the words of Dr. Harris, the

power attained either by policy or arms is but of .ftiprt gontinuance

in comparifon of what is acquired by trade. If we refleft on the

leafon of the thing, it will appear that commerce is founded on in-

duflry, and cheriftied by freedom. Thefe are fijch folid pillars,

that whatever fuperftrudure is erefted upon them, cannot eafily be

overthrown by force, but mud be ruined by fap : this we fipd jufti;

ficd by hiftory and experience. The ancient kingdom of Tyre

owed its extcnfive and lafting power to its commerce; and all the

accounts we have of the progrefs of Alexander's army agree in this,

though hardly in any thing elfe ; that the deftrudlion of Tyre coft

fiim more than the over running the perfian empire, though the ter-

ritories of the former fcarce entered into con^parifon with the prodi-

gious dominions of the latter. CaTthagc, the moft formidable ene-

my of Rome, ftood like wife indebted to trade for th^t ftrength

which was To long reputed invincible, and which had always proved

fr, if the virrues neceffary to a ftate fupported and even fubfifting by

commerce, had not been greatly impaired by that luxury which her

liches induced before (he was attacked by her formidable enemy.

The hiftory of the middle ages likewife (hews the republics of Vc-

Tiice and Genoa rifing to an amazing height by the diligent profecu-

tion of foreign trade and maritime power, and linking again into 3

iow condition, and that not fo much by a fuperior force of foreign

<^nernies, as by the neglcft of thofe arts, and diminution of thofp

virtues, by which their empire was attained.

According to the prefent fyftem, \yealth is the fource of power;

and the attainment of wealth can only be brought about by a wif<^

and happy attention to commerce.

TOPO-



TOPOGRAPHICAL DESCRIPTION,

&c, &c. &c.

LETTER L

MX DEAR FRIEND, Ketltticky*

^ np
X HE talk you liave given me,

liot\^ever difficult, I undertake with the greateft pleafure,

as it will affiard me an opportunity of contrafting the fimple

manners and rational life of the Americans, in thefe back

fettlements, with the diftorted and unnatural habits of the

Europeans ; which have flowed, no doubt, from the univer-

fally bad laws exilling on your continent, and from that

pernicious fyftem of blending religion with politics, which

has been productive of univerfal depravity.

While ignorance continued to darken the horizon of

Europe, prieftcraft feems to have forged fetters fot the hu-

man mind, and, in the fecurity of its own omnipotence, to

have given a ftamp to the writings and opinions of-men,

that rivetted the tyranny of thofe. ingenious fophifts—The
confequence has been lamentable in the extreme.

There are seras favourable to the rife ofnew governments j

and though nature is governed by invariable laws, the for

tunes of men and dates appear frequently under the domi-

nion of chances : but happily for mankind, when the arae.

rican empire was forming, philofophy pervaded the genius

of Europe, and the radiance of her features moulded the

minds ofmen into a more rational order*

B It
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It was the zenith of your power, and the inflated gran-^

deur of vifionary plans for dominion, which the remains

of gothic tyranny produced, that gave occafion to the rife

of our independence. We claim no merit or fuperior wif-
'

dom in avoiding the complication of laws which difgraces

the courts of Great Britain, as well as the reft of Europe,

We have only appropriated the advantages of new lights, as

they have flionc upon usj which you have an equal chance

of doing ; and your not doing it, muft remain a monument

of your folly, calculated to excite the aftonifhment and

indignation of a more manly progeny. However, I Ihall

leave this fubjeft for the prefent, and proceed in order ia

the hlftory, &c. which you requeft ; hoping that you

will be content to receive my remarks by letter, from time

to time, as I may find an opportunity of fending them.

The veftiges of civilization defcribed by Carver and others,

on this fide of the Allegany mountains, are entirely ima-

ginary. Every mark that is human has the feature of bar-

barifm, and eyery comparifon of the natives and animals,

with thofe of the old world, tends to confirm the opinion,

of thofe fenfible men (fome of whom wrote more than at

century ago) who thought that America was peopled from

Scythia, by the ftreights of Kamtfchatka : which opinion

has been followed by your judicious natural hiftorian Pen-

nant, in his preface to his Ardlic Zoology. They fay, firft,

" America has always been better peopled on the fide to-

wards Afia, than on that towards Europe : Secondly, The

genius of the Americans has a greater conformity to that of

the Tartars, who never applied themfelves to arts : Thirdly,

The colour of both is pretty much alike ; it is certain that

the difference is not confiderable, and is perhaps the effect

of the climate, and of thofe mixtures with vphich the Ame*

ricans rub themfelves : Fourthly, The wild beafts which are

feen in America, and which cannot reafonably be fuppofed

to have been tranfported thither by fea,..co.uld only have

come
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CDttie by the way of Tartary." An addition to thefe argu-

ments is, that the bifon of Scythia, and what is called the

buffalo in America, are precifely the fame fpecies of animal

;

befides, the animals of both countries bear the ftrongeft re-

femblance to each other.

Every thing tends to convince us, that the world is in

an infant ftate. If it is fubjedl to change only from the

gradual wear which the operations of the elements necef-

farily produce, and which is fo infenfible as to require us

to contemplate the immenfity of time and fpace to compre-

hend a caufe for the alterations we difcover, ftill the various

phaenomcna, which are everyv/here to be found, both on

the furface and in the bowels of the earth, afford fuilicient

proof that there has been a recent alteration upon the face

of the globe. Whether or not mankind came originally

from the Eaft, fignifies little. It is however certain, that

Europe was in hs infancy three thoufand years ago ; and that

America was ftill lefs advanced to maturity, I believe alfo

will be acknowledged ; though the barbarifm of the one,

and the comparative civilization of the other, is no ar-

gument : for, let our hemifphere have been peopled as it

would, it had the difadvantage of having no polilhed country

in the neighbourhood of its vaft extent of dominion ; and

if it received emigrants from Tartary, they were equally

favage with themfelves ; or if from the wreck of a chinefe

or japanefe veffel, they feerh to have been too rare (if ever)

to have been productive of much good to the Americans.

The idea of the incas of Peru being of chinefe origin

merits no confideration.

That man poffeffes from nature the talents neceffary to hisi

own civilization, and that perfedlion of pbilofophy and

reafon which dignifies his nature, admits, 1 fliould con-

ceive, of no difpute.

In all countries which wear the marks of ag?, men feera

«ilvvay5 to have been advancing their improvements for the

B 2 comfort
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comfort and order of focisty. Adventitious circumftanccs

have rapidly increafed them in modern times in the old

world, while they have retarded them in the new, among

the natives. Thfe improvements in navigation led to the

overthrow of two empires in America which had attained

conliderable improvements; and if the natives which ftill

remain are barbarous, we muft, in juftice to human nature,

allow that the contempt with which the whites have always

treated them, and the nefarious policy of encouraging their

fury for intoxication, have proved the only caufe of it.

This produced fuch an effeft, that the population of the

Indian nations had decreafed more than a twentieth nearly a

century ago, according to the account of Charlevoix.

While Spain was praflifing the moft odious tyranny and

facrilegious inhumanity, under the cloak of a deteftabl&

religion, over millions of the miferablc Americans, gorging

an infatiable avarice in the glittering mines of the new

world, England and France, with more humanity, opened

fcttlements in North America. Other european powers had

fome part in thefc fettlements ; but, after feveral changes

previous to the beginning of the prefent century, England

feems to have been left in quiet pofleflion of the country

lying upon the Atlantic coaft from Eaft Florida to the Bay

of Fundy. The French, in the mean time, were j-earing

a colony in the unhofpitable and frozen forefts of Canada.

The ambition of Lewis XIV. and the dazzling fcenery

which the grandeur of his projects difplayed, alone could

have prompted that people to have perfevered in fo ruinous

an undertaking. But in purfuing the great objeft of that

voracious tyrant, the river St. Lawrence was afcendcd, Lake

Ontario was traverfed, the falls of Niagara were pafled j,

and following the waters which lead to the Miffiffippi river,

the dele<S^able country of Louifiana opened in all the fplen-

dour and variety of its charms.

After the treaty of Utrecht, both nations continued quietly

the
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the objcft of aggrandizement. The plan of France was

infiJious. In pofleifion of the mouth of the river Miffiflippi,

which empties into the Gulf of Mexico about lat. 29°,

and the river St. Lawrence, which empties into the fea

between Cape North and the coaft of Labrador, to the

northward of lat. 48", flie feems to have contemplated the

confolidation of this vaft empire. Mlfllonaries were every-

where employed to convert the natives ; and fo fuccefsful

were they, that a perfon, even in times of hoftility, fpeaking

french, will find fecurity, from the attachment of the people

to every thing which is French *.

The mifcarriage of the celebrated fcheme of Law for

fettling Louifiana, for a time retarded the progrefs of that

coloflal plan. But the communication between Canada and

Louifiana being fixed and fecured by fortrefiTes at Niagara

and Detroit, and the Indians being univerfally friendly to

the French, the features of the Titan were difcovered in

their erecting Fort duQ^efnc at the junction of the Monon-

gehalia and Allegany rivers, which form the Ohio. This

led to the war between England and France In the year 1755,

as you may well recollect. But though that war terminated

fo glorioufly for Great Britain, and fecurely for the then

colonies, ftill we remained ignorant of the whole of the fine

country lying betweea the high hills, which rife from Great

Sandy river, approximate the Allegany mountain, and ex-

tending down the Ohio to its confluence with the Milfifiippi,

and back to thofe ridges of mountains which traverfe Ame-
rica in a S. W. b. W. direction, at length are loft in the flat

lands of Weft Florida. However, indian traders, and cer*

tain men, called Long Hunters, from Virginia and North

Carolina, by penetrating thefe mountains (which ramify into

a country 200 miles over from eaft to weft, called the Wilder-

nefs), were fafcinated with the beauty and luxuriance of the

* The treaty with Spain, made in 1 795, concerning the navigation

of the MifTiiTippi, will be found among the addenda of this edition.

B 3 country
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country on the weftern fide, which their enraptured imagi*'

nations could not find words fiafficient to depi£l *. A grant

had been fold by the fix nations of Indians to fome britifli

comniifiioners at Fort Stanwix in 1768, which compre-

hended this country, and which afforded the Americans a

pretext for a right to fettle it ; but it was not yet fufficiently

known, and thofe indian nations who were not concerned

in the grant,' becaiitedifTatisfied with the profpecl of a fet-

tlement which might prove fo dangerous a thorn in their

fide, and committed fome maflacres upon the firft explorers

of the country. However, after the expedition of lord

Dunmore in 1774, and the battle at the mouth of the

Great Kanhaway, between the army of col. Lewis and

the confederated tribes of Indians (in which thefe intrepid

people fuffered fevereiy), they were in fome meafure quiet.

The alTembly of Virginia began now to encourage the peo-

pling of that diflri£t of country, called Kentucky, from the

name of a river which runs nearly through the middle of it f

.

* The vales between the ridges of thefe mountains, have all one

and the fame general appearance, that of an amphitheatre, inclofing,

as it were, an ocean of woods fwelled and depreffed with a waving

furface, like that of the great ocean itfelf. Though the ridges of

the mountains run in nearly parallel lines, yet at times, by the

means of branchings and fpurs of mountains, they every here and

-there feem to clofe, and where they do fo, the land of the vale

alfo rifes in irregular hilly land, which is the circumftance that

gives this general appearance of an amphitheatre to thefe vales,

when from any of the mountains above one looks down into them.

If the fpeftator has his fland on fome high mountain, fo as to look

acrofs any number of the ridges which may be lefs high than that

he (lands on, he then fees a repeated fucceffion of blue and purple

parallel waving lines behind each other, with now and then a

breaking oft or gap in them ; here and there fudden endings of them

in perpendicular bluff points and knobs, as they are called by the

people; and fometimes high elevated peaks: all which, together

with the general direction of the ridges, are points which mark
the geography of the country to the Indians, and even in a very

fufficient prafiical way, the general bearings to the geographical

furveyor.

—

Edit.
+ i'l'is river is about 250 yards wide at its mouth, and is navi-

gable for upwards of 1 30 miles; its current is confiderably rapid.

This
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Tills encouragement confifted in offering 400 acres of land

to every perfon who engaged to build a cabin, clear a piece

of land, and produce a crop of indian corn. This Avas

called a fettlement right. Some hundreds of thefe fettle-

ments were made ; but, in the mean time, Mr. Richard

Henderfon, of North Carolina, a man of no inconfiderable

abilities, and more enterprife, had obtained a grant from the

Cherokee tribe of Indians for this fame tradt of country ; and

though it was contrary to the laws of the land for any pri-

vate citizen to make purchafes of the Indians, flill Mr.

Henderfon perfevered in his intention of eftabliflaing a

colony of his own. To the inhabitants he intended to

gipant the power of making their own laws, while he re-

tained the executive authority in his own hands. He aftu-

ally took pofleffion of the country, with many of his fol-

lowers, where he remained pretty quiet, making very little

improvement, Virginia being at that time entirely occupied

with the war which had commenced between GJreat Bri-

tain and the Confederated States. Moft of the young men

from the back fettlements of Virginia and Pennfylvanla, who

would have emigrated to this country, having engaged in

the war, formed that body of men called Rifle-men ; which

not only checked the growth of the fettlement, but fo «

. dried up the fources of emigration, that it was near being

annihilated by the fury of the favages, who were hurried

-oh by the emiflaries of the government of Canada.

Though a conliderable number of inhabitants had fled

from the diixerent ftates to this country, in fearch of an

afylum againft the calamities of the war on the other fide

of the mountains in 1778, 17795 and 1780, yet fo dlftrefled

was the fettlement during this laft year, after a rigorous

winter (which had been more than ufually fevere upon the

continent), that the fettlers judged right, when they deter-

mined to abandon the country for ever ; but they were

diverted from this flep by a feafonable reinforcement of

B 4 emigrants.
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emigrants, after having experienced every horror which 1

fanguinary war can produce.

The legality of Mr. Henderfon's claim was inveftigatcd

by the flate of Virginia in 1781 ; and though there could

be no fort of equity in it, he having a6led in contempt of

the flate, the legifiature, to avoid feuds or difturbances

(for Henderfon ftill had influence), agreed, as an indemni-

fication for the expence and trouble he had been at, that

he fhould be allowed a tra(St of country twelve miles fquare,

lying in the forks of the Ohio and Green rivers 5 a tra£t

of his own choofmg.

Virginia gave farther rewards and encouragements at this

time to the firft fettlers, for the perils they had undergone

in the eftablifliment of their fettlement, of a tra£l of looo

acres, called a prc-em.ption right, to be laid off adjoining

to the fettlement of 400 acres, the grantee only paying

ofiice-fee§ for the fame^. At this period {i. e. 1781), a

land

* At this time, what was called continental currency, was re-

duced to as low a rate as 500 for one ; nay, I believe 1000 was a

more common e^rchange.. This circumftance, though it had its

good efFeds, fo far as it tended to accelerate the fettlement of the

country, ftill was produftive of no fmall degree of evil and injuftice.
'

For, in confequence of the great quantity of this money, which lay

dead in the hands of individuals, it was no fooner known in the

diiFerent ftates, that Virginia held out an opportunity to them of

obtaining a confideration for this depreciated currency, than it was

fent to the treafury of that ftate in fuch quantities, and given for

land warrants, that in a fhort time more of them were ifiued

than would have covered half the territory within its limits.

Previous to this sra, great part of the valuable land in the dif-

trift of Kentucky, had been gjther taken up on old military

grants, and pre emption rights, or located by thofe.who had been

firft in obtaining their warrants ; for it required feme time for the

bufmefs to extend itfelf, and become generally knov/n and under-

ftood.

In confequence, a large proportion of the holders of treafury

warrants- were difappointed, when they determined, if they could

not obtain prime land, they would lay their v/arrants upon fuch as

was vacant, however fteril ; which doubtlefs was proper : for though

the warrants had coft them only a nominal value, nor was the ftate

of
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land oiSce was opened by the ftate, granting warrants for

any quantity of unlocated land, upon condition of certain

fums

•f Virginia fenfible of the dangerous avenue they were opening
to fraudulent practices, yet it was pofliblej in an extenfive traft of
mountainous couiitry, there might be in the vallics, or between the

hills, fome bottom land which, in the progrefs of fettlements,

would be of value. But they did not flop here ; for finding a
general fpirit of migration was taking place from every part of the

Atlantic, to the wellcrn country, and that tlie reputation of the fine

lands upon the Ohio, particularly thofe of Kentucky, was every

day advancing in eftimation, they determined to have their furveys

made out in the raoft artful manner, by having for corner trees

fuch kinds as are never knov/n to grow but in the moft fertile foil

(and which may always be found in the narrow ftrips ofbottom land),

and the plots embellilhed with the greateft elegance, difplayingfine

water-courfes, mill-feats (where perhaps there will not be a grain

of corn for half a century to come), plains, grove?, and meadows.
Hence proceeded fo generally the bufmefs of land-jobbing

—

hence it is that there are to be feen in the Mercuries throughout

Europe, fuch immenfc trafts of land in America offered for fale—
and hence it is that fo many perfons have caufe to complain of

having been deceived in the accounts which have been given o£
land they have purchafed.

I had given fuch an account in this work, of the good and in-

different veins of land, which I believed would have diredled every

purchafer of fuch land againft the danger of impofuion ; but as I

have been informed that land-jobbers have confidered it as a work
favourable to their views, I fliall here make fome remarks, which,

if attended to, will infallibly prevent frauds.

The country that feparates the back countries of Virginia from
Kentucky, is, the greater part of it, mountainous, and through

which, to its champaign lands, is nearly 150 miles. The whole of
that traft of wildernefs extending from Holfton nearly north, crofiT-

ing Great Sandy river, the Great and Little Kaiihav/ays, quite

into the fine lands in the diftrift belonging to Pennfylvania, exclu-

five of fome fmall tracts in the upper countries of Virginia upon
the Ohio, all of which are occupied, is altogether broken into high,

rugged, and barren hills, the bottoms excepted, and, in all proba-

bility, will not be inhabited for centuries to come, by reafon of

the immenfe tradfs of good land lying weftof the Chio and Mif-
lifTippi ; and that tratl of country lying foutherly from Holilon, and
extending to Cumberland, Powel's Valley, Nolachucky, French-

broad, and Clinch excepted, is little better.

Befices, Kentucky itlelf extends a confiderable diftance into thefe

broken tracts of cour.yy ; and perhaps it is only pcfTible for a

(Iranger to guard againft impofuion, by making one oi the condi-

tions
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lums of the depreciated continental currency being paicl

into the treafury, at fo much for an hundred acres. The

great plenty, and little value, of this money, foon canfed the

whole country to be located *, which was one of the ma^

lerial caufes of its rapid population.

It was neceiTary, in the management of this bufmefs, that

care lliould be taken to prevent that perplexity and litiga-

tion, which the vague manner in which that buiinefs was

executed in many inftances, would neceflarily produce. For

this purpofe, three principal furveyors wtre appointed, who

were to lay, or caufe to be laid off, by their deputies, the

different locations within the limits of their dittrifts : this

being done, and recorded in the office, the original i'urvey

Was £ent to the deputy regifter's office, there to be recorded,

where it muil be iix months-, from which it was fent to the

principal regifter's office at Richmond, the feat of govern-

ment, there to remain three months, in order that any per-

fon having a claim, by virtue of a prior location, might

have an opportunity to enter a caveat, and prevent a furrep-

titious grant from ifluing. Commiffioners were alfo fent to

adjuft the claims of fettlement and pre-emption rights j by

which means order was preferved, and the government of a

tions of his contract, that it fhall be of fuch a rate of land, /. e. the

different foils have been clafled by the general confent of the people,

and are well underftood by the diftinftion of firft, fecond, third,

and fourth rate land ; the hift is the Icweft rate, I am convinced,

that any perfon would fettle upon, and the difference of its value,

iin my opinion, is as two to one in the ratio of its rate.

• Now. the greater .part of the broken trads of country would not

come under either of thefe denominations; confequently, if thefe

hints fiiould be attended to, and fufEcient fecurity given for a

performance of the contrafting parties upon fuch principles, to

which no honetl; perfon would objed, impolition would be effeftu-

ally prevented.
* It may here be neceffary to explain to the englifh reader

what is generally underftood by this term in America. To locate,

is there to particularize- and correiftly to defcribe the place of be-

ginning, with the courfes and diftances of the natural and artificial

nieces and bounds of a given trad of land.

diftria:
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diftrlcH: of country, detached and feparated at that time more

than 200 miles from any other fettled country—a country

which had grown up under the devaftation of a moft bar-

barous indian and civil war, and under the miferies of fa-

mine and diftrefs, fettled by all orders of men in the United

States, men of different interefts and different politics

—

was preferved ; and the order and quiet, which prevailed in

1784, was fufficient to have induced a ftranger to have be-

lieved that he was living under an old fettled government;

Such is the fcience of jurifprudence, when it works upon

fimple but fubftantial fprings. Hence arife harmony with-

out expence, and equity without litigation. Here are no

mufty forms, to lead you into labyrinths of doubt and per-

plexity, no contradiftory cafes and reports to diftraft your

opinions :—our decifions are governed by afts of the legifla-

ture, decreed upon the elementary principles of truth and

juflice.

After the peace between Great Britain and the United

States in 1783, the fettlement of Kentucky was confidered

as formed ; but it was not yet determined, .whether it was

to be an appendage of Virginia, or not. The United States

claimed the back country as the property of the whole union,

which fhould be appropriated to the ufe of the federal go-

vernment ; but Virginia urged the right of the charter

granted by James I. which defcribes its boundaries in this

ilrange way :

—
^To commence at a point fouthward of the

capes of Chefapeak Bay, in lat 36!°, running due weft from

thence, then fetting off from the faid beginning, and running

to lat. 37° 57' upon the coaft, which Is a little to the north-

ward of the faid capes, and then running a north-weft

courfe. This indefinite grant, having no adlual boundaries,

feems to have originated in the belief of the times of its

birth, i. e. that the Atlantic and Pacific oceans were divided

only by a narrow traft of country. This grant formed a

kind of obtufe angle, expanding as it advanced weftward, and

com-
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comprehending the whole of the fine country on both fides

of the Olyo. But, In order to adjuft all difputes, the flatc

of Virginia offered to concede the country weftward of the.

Ohio, provided that other individual ftates, holding back

lands, would give up theirs, and the whole of the country

comprehended within the prefent limits of the ftate, on the

caftern fl<le of the river Ohio, fhould be guaranteed to them

by Congrefs. This was done ; and thus the federal govern-

.

ment became poflefled of all the back lands in America.

Thus ftood matters refpecling Kentucky about the latter

end of 1783. As it is necefTary for me to take a retrofpefiive

glance of the progrefs of peopling feveral other parts of the

weftern country, I miril beg your indulgence and time for an-

other letter. In the mean time, believe me to be devoted

to your wilhes.

I am, mod fincerely,

Your's, &c.

LETTER II.

MY DEAR FRIEND, Kentucky.

JL HE memorable d^eat of general

Braddock retarded, for fome little time, our opportunities

of acquiring a further knowledge of the country on the

fources of the Ohio. But the taking Fort du Quefne by ge-

neral Forbes, in 1760, opened to the view of the colonies

of that day a new world. Lands were granted by govern-

ment to the army, for fervices done during the war, which,

in a great meafure, with the garrifoning Fort du Quefne

(now called Fort Pitt), contributed to form the firft englifh-

fcttlement upon the wcfbern waters.

After
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After the treaty of Paris In 1763, by which Great Britain

obtained a ceflion of Eaft and Weft Florida, and all the

country lying eaft of the Mlfilflippi, with a right to navigate

that river, frequent excurfions had been made from that

time down the Ohio and Miffiflippi to New Orleans. But

in thefe excurfions, which were by water, very little know-

ledge of the Kentucky country had been obtained, except

at the Rapids, and fome few other places upon the bankf

of the river.

Louifiana was well known, and many fettlements were

forming, previous to the late war, on the eaftern fide of

the Miffiflippi, above and below the Natchez : fome troops

had been ftationed in the Illinois, and at Poft St. Vincent

on the Wabafli river, where the french inhabitants lived,

»nd cultivated their little plantations, in the ftyle of the

patriarchs of old } enjoying the charms of nature, decked

in all the foft fimplicity which the genial current of the

human foul, unfophifticated by the alloy of european arti-

fice, produces in fuch elegant and fafcinating variety. They

pofTefl^ed all the focial talents in an eminent degree ; and

their hofpitality was ever enlivened with the charms of wit,

and the exhilarating juice of the vine *
j which grew and

flouriftied to fuch a degree as to produce wine for exporta-

tion t. Thefe fettlements ftill exift; but the fettlements

upon the Miffiffippi that were made previous to the war,

were broken up by Indians, who inhabit the country between

Georgia and Weft Florida, called the Cherokee, Creeks,

Chacktaw, and Chichafaws nations. Befides, by the treaty

* '* The Illinois country is in general of a fuperlor foil to any
part of North America that I hare feen. It produces fine oak,

hickory, cedar, mulberry-trees, &c. ; fome dying roots, and medi-
cinal plants ; hops, and excellent wild grapes ; and, in the year

1769, one hundred and ten hogfhcads of well-tafted and ftrong

wine were made by the french fettlers from thefe grapes."—
HUTCHJNS.

+ This may be true ; but it is the firft that I have Icamt of their

even makinc wine fordomcftic ofe.

—

Eoit,^
of
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of 1783 between Great Britain and the United States, we

acquired the country on the eaftern fide of tlft Miffiffippl

river, only as low as the commencement of the 32d deg.

or to the Natchez •, fo that thofe fettlements could not be.

renewed by the Americans, as both Eaft and "Weft Florida

fell into the hands of Spain by the fame peace.

The fouthern limits of Virginia, being lat. 36I deg. are

divided from North Carolina by a line of demarkation in a.

dire£l weft line, until it ftrikes the MiffifEppi a little below

its junction with the Ohio. The fame ridge of mountains

which feparates Virginia from the weftern country, feparates

the Carolinas alfo ; and on this fide of the mountain, within

the limits of North Carolina, the luxuriance of the foil, in

fome parts, is equally aftonifliing as that of Kentucky.

"When lord Cornwallis penetrated into the back parts of

^ that ftate, many of its inhabitants began to fly over the

mountains for fecurity j and thus commenced the fettlement

called Cumberland, from the name of its river *, which is a

confiderable branch of the Ohio, and joins it not a great way

from its mouth. This fettlement began to form in 1780,

and was encouraged by the fame means as the fettlement o£

Kentucky, i. e. by fettlements and pre-emption rights ; and

now promifes to become fecolid in magnitude to Kentucky,

of all the fettlements upon the weftern waters, and in a few

years, from its quick growth, will doubtlefs become a diftin£l

ftate. Such is the rapidity with which this part of the worl4

is peopling.

There are fettlements ftlU to the fouthward of this, in

whaj: is called the Great Bend of the Tenafee, or the Mufclc

Shoals, which have been made without the permiflion of

the federal government. This is a fine tradl of country, -

and in time muft become very valuable, from its particular

iituation, arid the peculiar manner in which the navigation

* Cumberlaod river is 250 yards wide at its mouth ; its current

gentle, and it' is navigable upwards of 200 miles from its mouth. .

of
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of this country muft be conducted, concerning wlilch I fliall

expatiate in its proper place. Its .proximity to the fouthern

Indians renders it rather dangerous at prefent ; but the

growing ftrengtli of Frenchbroad and Nolachucky above,

upon the waters of the fame rivers, Vk-ill focn afford fecu-

rity to every part of the Tenafee country.

The country of Holfton is ftill above thefe fettlements

upon the head waters of the fame river, on the borders of

Virginia and North CaroUna j and that you may form fome

idea of the prowefs of thofe people, I will relate a circum-

ftance, which, perhaps, is not generally known on your fide

of the water. When lord Cornwallis had advanced, in 1780,

into the back parts of North Carolina, he detached colonel

Fergufon, with about 500 britifli troops, to a place called

King's Mountain, in order to give fecurity to \.hzfaithful and

/5)W fubjetlj of his Majefty, who v/ere conflderably oppreffed

by their unfaithful countrymen the rebels. Col. Campbell, a

Virginian, who lived in thofe back fettlements, hearing of

the rendezvous of the loyalifts, under the banner of C0I4

Fergufon's detachment, at King's Mountain, allembled v^hat

militia he could, and began his march on horfeback in the

evening, without mentioning their deftination ; and by con-

tinuing their march, without intermifiion, for upwards of

one hundred miles, came up with them the fecond morningj

about the break of day, when their horfes were left at tha

foot of the mountain with a fmall guard j his lirtle army^

divided into three detachments, were led to feparate attacks,

and in lefs than half an hour the hill was carried, col. Fer-r

gufon killed, and the greater part of his detachment made
prifoners. Col. Campbell's army Amounted to about 5005-

h.e took more prifoners. From fuch fpecimens, I think

thofe people can liave nothing to fear from M'Gllvery.

I have not related this ftory from vanity, or from the

mod diftant idea that the Americans are in any refpeA

fupcrior to Englhhmen j fo far from it, that no man caa

more
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more warmly admire the true Englifh than I do : but I have

told it as a circumfcance tending to prove, that men, feehng

the fpirit of hberty, are always fuperior to flaves ; and that

a well-regulated militia arc equal to the defence of a countxy

without the expence of fupporting a Handing army, which is

not the only inconvenience flowing from fuch a fyftem.

How much of the labour and ingenuity of a ftate is facrificed

by fuch a policy ! In how many inftanccs have the laws and

civil authority been trampled upon by the contumely and ig-

norance of men educated, with none but military ideas and

habits, and thereby the refpe£t due to laws contaminated,

and an indignant people awed by a martial phalanx ! While

SI pood citizen feels his own infignificance, the patriotic

heart mourns for the facrilege committed upon their privi-

leges, with that impunity which the patronage of a ftanding

army affords to the executive power of a ftate.

We will now return to Kentucky, which is the key-flonc

of the fettlements upon the waters of the Miffiffippi. The

years 1783 and 1784 brought out vaft numbers of emi-

grants from all parts of America ; particularly the latter

year, when it was fuppofed that in Kentucky alone, not lefs

than 1 2,0 DO fouls became fettlers : feveral Europeans from

Prance, England, and Ireland, were among the number.

The Indians gave us a refpite, and there feemed to be

DOthing wanting to make us the happieft people upon

earth.

In 1782 the ftate of Virginia had given us a general court^

vith judges and an attorney-general, to manage all legal

affairs refpedling the diftri^l", without the trouble and ex-

pence of travelling to Richmond, which is diftant between

five and fix hundred miles, two hundred of which were

through an uninhabited wildernefs. In 17S3, 17 84, and

1785, great part of the country was furveyed and patented,

and the people in the interior fettlements purfued their bu-

iinefs in as much quiet and fafety as they could have done

in
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in any part of Europe. Court-houfes were built in the dif-

ferent counties, and roads were opened for carriages, which

feven y«ars before had not been feen in the country. The

only roads^itherto were for fingle horfes.

In 1785 the diftrift had grown very conflderable from the

great number of emigrants which had arrived ; and that

refpeftability which it had acquired produced a difpofitjon

in the inhabitants to become an independent ftate, and to

be admitted as another link in the great federal chain. A
convention was immediately formed by fending deputies fronv

the different counties, who met at .our then metropolis,-

Danville, for the purpofe of taking the matter into conll-

deration ; when it was determined, after feme debating, to

petition Virginia for that purpofe. An zCt had already

pafle3 that ftate, authorifing any diftrict of Country oifer: th©'

mountains to feparate whenever a majority of the inhabitants.

fhould wifti it : but in this inftance it was urged, by thofe

who were not friendly to the feparation," that it was not the

^ wifh of the majority of the inhabitants of Kentucky to

become independent *. In facl, many gentlemen, holding

m ^
f ^

con-

• " It was boldly aflerted by lord Sheffield, In 1784, that the

people of the interior country of America were mere nominal

fubjeftsi and would fpeedily iii\itate and piultif^ the examples

of independence. The regular organization«of the government of

the territory north-weft of the Ohio finca^hatftime ; the arrange-

ments made fiiortly after, for the ereftion of Kentucky into a fepa-

rate ftate, with the confent q£ Congrefs and Virginia ; the ceflion

of the extenfive country folfiv df^e Ohio to Congrefs in 1 790,
and its eftablifhment as a kilW^TOllporary fief of the general go-

vernment, with civil offices appointed by the prefident, to be ad-

mitted into the union as airentSre new member, when its popu-

lation fhould be fufficiently numerous; the adoption of the federal

conftitution by a fpeclal convention of Vermont ; and the formal

admiffions of tMlr ftite and Kentucky into the amerlcan union, at

their own defirc, and by an aft of the legiflature of the United
States; have, as far as poffible, contradifted the prophecy.
" Another opinion, in regard to thofe diftani fcenes, is, that

they can deri\^ no benefit from the american ftates. At this mo-
jwnt, the arm of government is extended, aod its funds are appro-

C priated>
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confiderable trafls of land in the diftrift, who were not refi-

dents, thought our feparation WQuld«be premature, particu-
.,

larly as we had courts of juftice, whofe jurifdiflioa was dif-
~

tinft from that of Virginia; and the only folid Jcorflplaint,,

(which, indeed, was a ferious one) was the diftance to which

we muft fend our reprefentatives, and our local fituation

requiring in fome inflances a legiflation, which the majority *'^

of the afTembly of the ftate would not be competent to

judge of. However, this bufinefs was procraftiiftted ; for

finding, though we might feparate whenever we chofe, yet

that it was optional with the legiilature of Virginia to re-

commend us to be taken into the federal government (which

they were not likely to do, and which it was certain could

not be done without), wc were content to remain as we

were fg^r that time. '^ ^
The federal government in the courfc of this year unddft

took to lay off the country weft of the Ohio, in fuch manner

as would anfwer the purpofe of felling the land,, and fettling

priated, to proteft them againfl: the hoftilities of the Indians : and
the whole regular militarv iojcf, which it has been thought necef-

fary to fupport, \v^s raifetl, and is now employed in their defence^
The Atlantic riveh, from the Mifliffippi to the Mohawk, which M
nature has formed as the channels of their trade, can be cleared of •

natural and political obftrnftioiis only by the meafures of the At-
lantic ftates"; arfe no lefs than eight feveral plans to that end are

now in preparation or execution in as many diifcrent places, under
the aufpices of the five ftates, within whofe territories the moft fa-

vourable rivers and grounds have been placed by nature. ^
** A great and expenfive turnpike road has been commenced by

Pennfylvania, leading diredllyweftward towards -Pittfburg on the
Ohio and Allegany^ (anno 1793}. Congrefs alone can efFec^ the ,i
relinquifhment of i!wfe pofts, tlj^ ks^s of the weftern country.
The improvement and opening of the many neceffary roads, leading v
weftward, muft be done by the a<Jls of the Atlantic ftates, and by;

their funds. Not a year elapfes without feverajl appropriation* i

of money to this objet5l. By a fincere, juft, an^'clofe union be-
tween the inhabitants of the weftern country and thofe upon the
fea coafts, both parties will avoid thofe expenfive, bloody, and fre-

quent ftriiggles, which everywhere difgrace and ipjure adjacent
ftates."!—^Tench Coxe's View, p. 205, 206,

*"

1^ the
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the country. Peace had been made the preceding year at

Fort M'lntofh, between the United States and the Indians,

in which the country upon the Mufkin^im, Scioto, and the

•"Great and Little Miami rivers, had b^gn given up by the

Indians as a coniidefation for former maflacres, ^nd as ne-

% ccflary to produce permanent tranquillity ; they finding the

United States, by ceffion from Great Britain, had a right

P- to all the country within the liflaits xlefcribed in the treaty of

1783, and thqt it would be*in vain for them to region'ftrate

againft t^eir peopling it, particularly as it was to Great Bri-

tain they were to look for reftitution, who had abandoned

them when allfes, and fold their country without even con-

fulting them. But when the forveyors began to a£V, the

Indians difcovered immediate and hoftile figns of difapprc-

bation, fome maflacres were committed, and the bufinefs

was put off until the following fpring. •''

Congrefs as yet had taken no decided meafures as tothe

organizatioti of this country^ or the mode of parcelling It

out, and difpofing of it;» the difcontinuance of the late war

was ftill recent, and *he multifarious objects which prefented

j^themfelves t^ an infant government, not recovered from

the Ihocks of a doubtful credit, together with the habitual

idlenefs which the profefEon, of arms produces, threw an

embarraflment over all their proceedings. It was in 'this

dilemma that they recommended the meeting of a conven-

P^ , tion, to be compofed of ,^epi|^ties from the difierent ftates,'

- to aflemble in jUiiladelph]^ jn May 1787, to take into their

I ,p confideration the nature and defects of j|||e federal govern-

^ffxent as it then^xifted. In this 6iamination they found

^^ |Jiat the om government wanted efficiency ; and the total

** abfence of uriljanjjetween the different ftates, from local

laws and cu^ms, was produ^ive of delay, and a variety of

obftrucUons, ten^^ag to CQunteraO: the concord of confede-

ration. ^
It ;7as^def thefe confiderations that the prefent federal

C z goveni«
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government arofe. It has eftabliflied one great and m*
portant principle for the benefit of mankind, and the ex-

tenfion of civilization, which is, that a power may fo exiff in' *

a government, as to adnlit of alteration or change, without *

danger to the tranquillity of the ftate, by government re-

c6mmending to the conftituent powers of that ftate, the

deputing men to inquire into the radical defers of their

conftitution, and making fuch alterations as the improved ,

wifddm of experience may find neceiTary. It is thus in the •

progreflion of things that governments will arrive at per-

•fedion.

I muft beg that you will excufe this digreffion, as it wa«

neceflary to account for the delay in proceeding to the fet-

tlement of the country weft of the Ohio. This bufinef$

took up the greater part of .1787, fo that it was a year or ^

more before much was done. In the mean time the Indian*

continued to increafe their depredations, under a belief, that

if once the whites were fuffered to eftablifh themfelves on

their fide of the Ohio, there would be no end to their en-»

croachments until they fhould be extirpated. In this opinion

they were not a little encouraged by the englifh traders at, *

Detroit and Niagara, who, from an avarice in hupan na-^
ture hard to be accounted for * (but as It degenerates under

bad laws and worfe morals), feek, in murder and bloodflied, ;

for the fale of a few extra pounds of gunpowder and lead f.

However, fome land had been furveyed in 1786 and 1787, ,4|'

ind in the latter year a fettlemcnt was fc^|pied upon the

• It is not more difficult to account for tht avarice of the Indian

trader, whether he lives within or without «he tmerican line, than^ *

merchants and ftore-keepeM of the United Stdfes,^ED IT. ^
+ This is a mere rhap(Bdy,»i|id means n^itrg^uplefs it is to

delude the multitude : powder »nd lead are becdRe as neceflary

to the meliorated condition of the Indians aj^ blankets and other

wearing apparel, which conftitute at leaft three'fourjts of the value

that is given by Europeans in exchange for their furs and peltry.—
Edit,
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Muflclngum, which may be looked upon as the commerce-

ment of the amerlcan fettlements upon the weftern fide of

the Ohio *. In 1788 and 1789 fome farther furveying w^
done J but little fince has been tranfafted in thofe parts,

* except wars between the Indians and fettlers. Yet it is to

be hoped that the decitjed meafures taken by the United

States will fecure peace, which cannot fjiil to promote

profperity.

Nature in her pride has given to the regions of this fair

river a fertility fo aftonifliing, that, to believe it, ocular'de-

monftration becomes neceflary. During thefe times of bar-

* The Mulkingum river at Its junftion with the Ohio is about
200 yards wide, and is rendered particularly curious from the an-

cient fortifications which lie about a quarter of a mile ifrom the

upper point of the mouth of the river, and within the ground-plot

of the city of Marietta. Thefe works are very extertfive, and evi-

dently mark the ingenuity of man in very pemote and 'former ages.

They confift of three diftinft fquares, communicating with each
other by a covered way, and again by another covered way 200
yardi in length, connedling the largeft and principal fquare with
the old btd of the Mufkingum river, whence the prefcnt river is

diftant, in fome places, about 100 yards.

Thefe fquares are formed by a ditch and parapet upon a principle

iimilar to that with the entrenched wall called the Devil's Ditch, on

,

Newmarket heath, and were evidently defigned as polls of refuge

and defence to the ancient inhabitants. There are here feveral

mounds Hill retaining a conical figure, ^nd forming the fepylchres

of a people far more advanced in civilization than any whicla have
yet been difcovered in this part of the continent. There is one
of thefe cones which challenges a more particular defcription than

the reft : it ftands in the middl*of the centre* fquare of the city,

is much higher, and more regularly unif^m, than iin)i of the others.

In its prefent fettled fta^ there is plainly to be feen a glacis, and
a parapet about four feet higher than the furreunding land. Within
the parapet Is a ditch, twelve feet wide, and about three feet below
the general furface of the country. This ditch extends round the

bafe of the cone, which has a diameter of fifty feet, and a pcrpendi-

m cular height of thirty-fiire feet frpm*Hie bottom of the ditch. The
fides of the mound are formed*to a matheniaft'cal exadnefs ; along

which, to its higheft point, have grown for ages paft, and regu-.

larly gone to decay, feme of the richeft and fineft timbers of the

foieft, producing an incr^meiit of vegetable mould, nearly £qual
in depth to that which forms the whole furface of the furrounding

•oufltry,—EoiT,
C '3 barous



22 WESTERN^ TERRITORY OF

barous war and mafTacre, the people of Kentucky and Cum-

berland, fecured by their numbers and ftrength, except m
their outermoft plantations, enjoyed pcrfeft fecurity. The

former continued to keep in view the object of her inde-

pendence } and from the refpeftable figure fhe has made iii-4^

the adminiftration of her affairs, it is at length agreed,

that fhe is to be admitted into the federal union in June

1792.

Having furnifhed you with only an imperfe£l hiftory of

the manner in -v^hich this back country has been fettled, I

will erideavom-, in compliance with your requefl, to give you

a deferiptioji of its natural and artificial productions. Be-

lieve ni#to be, fincerely,

Your's, &c.

- H

LETTER III.

' MTT DEAR FRIEND,- Ketttuclp

« IK caftmg your eyes OTer the m^ of..

America, you will difcover that its weflern (or middle)

country is divided from the Atlantic country by a chain of
'

mountainjs which r\fe in the remote parts of the ftates of

New York and New Jerfey, and run iffouth-weflerly courfey* -

until they are loft (as I obferved before) in the flat lands

of Weft I^orida. The weftcm country is thofe parts which

»re watered by the flreato^r'unnirig i^to the Mifliffippi. i

It is ibfout fifty miles over the iA.llegany mountain, croffing

by the.route which general Braddock took from Fert Cum-
berland near the Potowmac, at the.defccnt into the country *>•

of Redftone, on the Mooongchai?; the fduthern branch of
^ the.

k ^

.

*

.^^H-
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the Ohio. This river rifes in the fame mountain confider-

ably to the fouthward, runs neariy parallel with it, the op-

pofite way, upwards of one hundred miles, and is navigaljle-

for boats nearly to its fource; the whole of this country

"beyond the mountain is extremely fertile, well watered, and

abounding with all kinds of timber calculated for building

houfes, boats, cabinet work, &c. &c. The fugar maple tree

is intermixed in great quantities *. From the foot of the

* moun-

* See " An account of the fugar maple tree of the United States,

and of the methods of obtaining fugar from it ; together with ob-

fervations upon the advantages, both public and private, of this

fugar. In a letter to Thomas JefFerfon, efq. lecretary of the

United States, and one of the vice-prefidents of the american

philofophical fociety, by Benjamin Rufli, profeffor of the infti-

tutes, and of clinical medicine, in the univerfity of Philadel-

phia."——The fubjeft of this excellent paper feems,'at firft fight,

more particularly to relate to the United States ; but it may, and
we hope will, very effentially afFedl tlie general ftate of the world,

by increafing the fupply of an article, of which the Ufes- are yet,

on account of its high price, but imperfeftly known. If the mo-
nopoly of the Weft India iflands, where alone the wafteful culture

by flaves, in the abfence of the owner, can be fupported, fhould

be gradually diminilhed, and at laft aboliftied, by a plentiful pro-

It ^be of fugar from the maple, humanity mtvould no longer fuffer,

the article would find its true level, and every nation would be

^ more or lefs benefited. "^

The acerfaccharinum of Liniie, or lugar maple free,« grows in

-great quantities in the weftcfhi^couotms of all the middle ftates of
the american unioti. It is a^tall as the oak, and from two tA three

,^ feet .in, diameter; qu|s fo^i a white bloffom in the fpring, before

any appearance orl?atfe^|Rts fmall branches afford fuftenance for

cattle, and its afhes produce a large quantity of excellent pot-afh.

, , J^wenty years are required for it to attain its full growth. Tapping
does not injure it ; but, on the contrary, it affords more fyrup, and
of a better quality, the oftener it is tapped. A fingle tree has not

•nly furvlved, but flourifhed, after tapping for forty years. Five

or fix pounds of fugar are ufually afforded by the Tap of one tree,

'though there are inftances of the quantity exceeding twenty pounds.

The fugar is feparated from the fap either by freezing, by fpon-

taneous evaporation, or by boiling. The latter method is the moft «

ufed. Dr. Rufh defcribes the procefs, which is fimple, and prac-

tifed without any difficulty by the farmers. '

From frequent trials of this fugar, it does not appear to be in
any refpcft inferior to that of the Weft Indies. It is prepared at

C 4
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mountain it i^ about fourteen miles to Redftone Old Fort,

which is on the banks of the Monongehala, and the ufuai

place of embarkation of people coming down the Ohio, who

travel Braddock's road ; fro^ thence to Pittfburg is about

£fty miles by water. Large tracts of flat land lie all along

Upon the banks of this river from the Old Fort to Pittfburg,

which are capable of being made into extenfive and ltixu«

riant meadow ground.

ThiB country is populous, it being the oldefl fettlement,

and made immediately after taking Fort du Quefne. The

Yohegania empties itfelf into the Monongehala about fixteeri

iniles above its junction with the Allegany river : the country

©H this river is more uneven, but in the vallies the foil is

extremely rich. Near to Pittfburg the country is well peo-

pled, and there, as well as in Redflone, all the comforts of

Kfe are in the greatefl abundance. Flour is manufa6tured in

as good a il:yle as in any part of America j and butter, eheefe,

bacon, and every kind" of provifions, can be had in the great-

cfl quantity. This whole country abonnds in coal, which

lies almofl upon the furface of the ground : the hills oppo* >

lite Pittfburg, upon "riie banks of the Monongehala, whwt %

are at leafl three hu»drpd feet high, appear to be one folid

body of this^nineral. . t . ^

This mufl become in t?me thowtofl valuable grazing coun-*

try in all America, from the fertilitV q|", its foil, its capability
^

©f being formed into extenfive meiP)'wfs, and its proxiinity

a time of the year when neither infeft, nor the pollan of plants -
<

exifts to vitiate it, as is the cafe with common fugar. From calcu-

lations grounded on exifting fafts, it is afcertained, that America
is now capable of producing a furplus of one eighth more than its

own confumption; that is, on the whole, about 135,000,000
pounds, which in the country may be valued at 15 pounds weight

lor one dollar. Dr. Rufh mentions many other benefits his country

* may derive from this invaluable tree, and concluiflfes his paper with

an account of fome of the advantages of fugar to mankind, noO

merely as commonly confidered to be a luxury, but as an excellent^

wholcfomc, and nouriihing article of food,

—

Edit,
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to the mountains, which attraft the clouds, aniprcducc that

moifture Co neceflary to grafs ;—befldes which, its fituation

is about three hundred and twenty miles from Philadelphia,

about two hundred and forty from Baltimore, and about two

hundred and twenty from the federal city on the Potowmac,

a diftance which is too great to carry by land the bulky ar-

ticles of hufbandry ; but to which cattle may be driven with

the greateft eafe.

This country has derived no inconfiderable advantage from

the fettlement of Kentucky, and the other fettlements that

are making on the Ohio and Miffiffippi, the great road of

migrating from the northern flates lying through it; and

indeed it Is moft convenient, bothr from Maryland and Vir-

ginia, at all feafons of the year, provided that there be

aftiv thing bulky to carry, the paiTage being for the greateft

part by water, and the Potowmac navigable, a few places ex-

cepted, to Fort Cumberland ; all of which obftrudlions will

be removed in a few years by canals that are cutting *. From

Fort Cumberland it is ab^t ^xty miles land carriage to

Redflone Old Fort ; but fo frieridly has nature been to

tHIs country, that, though it is without feas, the rivers run

in fuch directions that there is fcarce^any place in all the

back parts of Artierica where art may not reduce the land

carriage to a very toij^ diftance.- I cannot fpeak upon fo

general a fubjedl definitively ; but I mean to be underftood

within fifteen leagues. % iS afTerted, from the bcil authori-

ties, that the land carriage between the Potowmac and Ohio

may be reduced to lefs th^n twenty miles.

Such is the progreflion of things in this country, while

there was apparently no market for its fuperfluous pro-

duftions, fliat! every article has fold extremely well, in con-

•* Sequence of the number of emigrants who have been "con-

tinually pafling down the CJliio,

• Thofe canals were to be finilhed in the coorfe of 1793.

Down
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Down ,fro|p Pittfburg tl;ye country is flat on the banks of

the river ; but a -little diftance from them it is conliderabljr

broken, particularly on the north-weftern fide. Much good

J,
land, however, is interfperfed on the fouth fide as far as the

approach to the Little Kanhaway, where the nature of the

foil feems reverfed, and the' good land iS then found on the

wefterh fide upon the Muflcingum. There are fome ftrips

of rich land upon the Little Kanhaway •, but, farther up the

river, the country is broken and fteril, producing fcarce any

other timber than the fir-tree, or pine, and knotty black oaks,

which are generally deemed fymptoms of a bad foil *. This

traft of bad land extends quite into the mountains in a fouth

direction, and runs fouth-wefterly as> far as Great Sandy ri-

ver, with little or no variation, except on the bottoms of the

Great Kanhaway +, which are extcnfive and rich. Thcboft-

* The benencial effefts of the caffia clftirnaecrilla, in recruit-

ing worn-out lands, and enriching fuch as are naturally poor, are

defcribed as follows, by Dr. Jam,es^reenway, of Dinwiddie coun-

ty, Virginia :—In Maryland aiSEl '•Virginia they have long been ia

the praftice of fowing a pint of the beans of this plant with every

buftiel of oats on* poor lands. The oats ripen, and are cut in July,

when the b^ns are young, and efcape the injury of the fcythe.

(jThey flower in Auguft and September. In Odlober the leaves fall

off, the feeds ripen, and the pod opens with ftch elafticity as to

fcatter the beans to fome ^iftance aroiJ|j^.WThe year following,

the field is cultivated with corn ; the bean's which fprout early arc

all deftroycd with the plough and hoe; but the more numerou*
part nollbiaKing tjjeir*appearance aboT^i ground until the corn is

laid by, fpring up unhurt by the inftruments of agriculture, and *

furniOi feed for the ^ehfuii^g year, when the field is again fowed
with oats.^ By this alternate cukivatikn of corn and oats with th«

beans, the land is fo fer improved by the mouldered leaves and

t .^altks of the beans, that the pjoduft will be fifteen bufhels to the

Scre^pn <"uch as, prior to this management, would not ^ave prgduoed
*

more than five. Dr. Greenway i3>df opinion, grounded on expe-

rience and obfervation, that the common field-pea is preferable to^»

every thing elfe in inaproving land^ if the vines be left to rot' on ^

the ground, inftead of being given to c^ttle,fo^ fodder.

—

Edit.
+ This river, at its mouth, is nearly 50^ yards wide, and thf

current gentle for about 10 or 12 miles, when it becomes confider-

ably rapid for upwards of 60 miUs farther> wherebyou meet with

. ^.y .
^^^^^-^
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toms on the Ohio are everywhere extenfive and luxuriant.

Onthe weftern fide of the river, the country beyond the

rich vein of land on the Mu&ingum is only tolerable on this

fide of the head waters of the Scioto, which are fucceeded ^
by as fine a body of land as the imagination can paint.

This extends confider^bly near to the Ohio, and running

weftward quite to the Miami, now approximates its banks,

and difplays, in its verdure and variety of majeftic for^fts^

all that beauty and richnefs, which have been"ib Auch

celebrated by travellers who have, pafled through them.

The country on the eaftern fide, except on the banks of

the rivers, is indifferent. There is a body of good landon

, Great Sandy ; but leaving that in a fouth-wefterly courfe,

high, rugged, and broken hills arlfe, which will hardly ever

• be capable of cultivation: thefe hills extend between thirty

and forty miles, and open into the fine lands of Kentucky.

We have travelled*now about five hundred miles down the 'j

Ohio in its meanderifig courfe, and w$ wlllfuppofe ourfelves

, at Limeftone, where th'e champaign countrf on the eaftern

fide of the river begins. This 4s the ufual landing-place for

people coming dowrv in boats, who mean to» fettle in the

upper part of'tlie ftate, as I fli^U in future call it. ^t is novr

neceflary to look back to that country, which we have t^ "
veiled through with^ftioh rapidity. Pittlburg lies in about

lat. 40" 40', the genei^f courfe of the Ohio is about W. S. W.
and the diftance by land frora Pittfburg 60 Limeftone is

^

,4jie^y 300 miles. 'BulE as the nortBircaftern limits of the

flate,are Great Sandy *,yhich is fome diftance above Lime-

ftone, w« may fix them, as neari/as can be, in lat.'39''. I '
11

am forry I cannot ^eak with more precifion ; but thefo* *

things have.not yet been afcertained from obfervatlon,

I
the firft falls, when it bjlropies tlmoft impoffible to navigate it, from

j*'*the great number -of oBftrudlidhs which its various catarafts prc-

^ fent. * .

•^ * Balclutha, in main forks of Big Sandy river, lies in 38° 39,

north latitude,—Edit, >s^

. ** The
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The 6aft fide of the Ohio, fof about ten or twenty xtiiiei

below Wheeling, which is about one hundred below Pittf-

burg, is generally well fettled. There are few fettlements

^ on the oppofite fhore until you conie to the Mufkingum,

and the country now wears the face of a wilderncfs oh

both fides of the river, there being no habitations worth

notice, except at the mouth of the Great Kanhawayj until

"we arrive at Lime ftone.

Every thing here aflumes a dignity aftd fplendour I hav6

never feen in any othex part of the world. You afcend a

confiderable diftance from the ihore of the Ohio, and when

you would fuppofe you had arrived at the fummit of a moun-

tain, you find yourfelf upon an exteniive level. Here an *

Eternal verdure reigns, and the brilliant fun of lat. 39",

piercing through the azure heavens, produces, in this pro-

lific foil, an early maturity which is truly aftonifhing. Flow-

* ^rs full and pcrfedt^ as if they had been cultivated by the

hand of a florift, with all their captivating odours, and with

all the variegated charms that colour and nature can pro-

duce, here, in the lap of elfgance and beauty, decorate th*

fmiling groves; Soft zephyrs gently breathe on fwcets, and

^the inhale4 air gives a voluptuous glow of health and vigour,

^thelt feems to ravifh the intoxicated fenfes, Thefweet fong-

fters of the forefts appear to feel the infltfence of this geniaj

clime, and, ig more foft and modulated tone?, warble their

tender notes in unifon with love and nature. Every thing

here gives delight: and, in that n>ifd effulgence wmclj!'-

beams around us, we feel a glow of^gratitude for that cleva.

tibn our all -bountiful Creator has beftowed upon'tis. Far

from being difgufted with man for his turpitude or de- ,

pravity, we feel that dignity nature beflowed upon us at the

creation ; but which has been contaminated by the bafe

alloy of meannefs, the concomitant of european education .

and what is more lamentable is, that it is the confequence

cf your very laws and governments.

You
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You mufl forgive what i know you will call a rhapfody,

but what I really experienced after travelling acrofs the

Allegany mountain in March, when it was covered with

fnpw, and after finding the country about Pittfbui^ bare,

and not recovered from the ravages of winter 5 ^there was

fcarcely a blade of grafs to be iSin ; every thing looked

dreary, and bore thofe marks of melancholy which the rg^e

hand of froft produces. I embarked immediately for Ken-

tucky, and in lefs than five days landed at Limeflone, where

I found nature robed in all her chaj^s.

It naturally ftruck me there muft be fomething in climate

that debafed or elevated the human foul : and that chill pe-»
*

nury whiclj, a fteril country and damp cold climate produces,

in accumulating the wants of men, had increafed their de-

pendence, which at once faps the firft principles of man. I

conceived, in the infancy of the world, that men in tem-

perate climates had retained their freedom longeft. Thus in

England you have enjoyed a confiderable fhare of liberty*

whil^ almoft all Europe have fufFered under the fetters of an

odious defpotifm. The perfection of arts will meliorate

the condition of man in every part of the world ; but the

amelioration of government and education muft take place

before he will be able to refume His priftine dignity.

From Limeftone to Johnfon'^ Fork of Licking creek,

thexountry is immenfely rich, and covered with cane, rye-

grare, wtd the rfative clover *. The cane is a reed that

grows to the heig||||fc frjouently of fifteen or fixteen feet,

but nipre generally abom ten or twelve feet, and is in thlck-

nefs rrom-ti|e fize of a goofo^quili to that of two inches

* From Johnfon's Fork, paffing the Lower Blue Licks, and
Main Licking river, till you approach within 5 miles of Hingftcn.

Fork, the'la^ is very thin, ftony, and broken; but thence to

Bourbon Court-houfe and Lavington as rich and as well-condi-

tioned land as any in nature. Main Lickinc; r^-er is about 203
yards wide at its mouth, and its principal branch is navigable nearly

J00 miles,

'

, diameter?

* « •
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diameter ; fometirries, yet feldom, it is larger. When it Is

flender, it never grows higher than -fro^ four to feven

feet ; it fhoots upln one fummer, but produces no leaves un-

til the A)llo\(ring year. It is an evergreen, and is, perhaps,

the moft npuri thing food for c^attle upon earth. No other

milk or butter has fuch fl^our and richnefs as that which is

priyduded from cows which feed upon cane. Horfes which .'!

feed upon it work ntearly as well as if they were fed upon^ ^

corn, provided care is taken to give them once in three or

four days a handful of fait j otherwlfe this food is liable tq

heat, and bind their bowels. " The rye-grafs, or, more pro- jl

perly fpeaking, ivtld rye, when it arrives to maturity, is from '

two feet and a half high to three and a half, an^ the head

and beard refemble the real rye, and fometimes produce a

fmall grain long and flender, not unlike rye"^'. Whether

•ultivation would bring it to the fame perfeftion, I can

form no idea ; it is however certain that it is a very gooa -

and valuable grafs. The clover is in no refpe£l differen

from the clover in Europe, but as it is more coarfe Van

luxuriant. There is a variety of other kinds of grafs,

which are found in different places ; but I have only men-

tioned the two foriner, they being efteemed the moft va*

luable. .

"

* Mr, Gift?" in his journal, fays, that in fome of the plains of
the O'l'lhnois country, a fpecies of wild rye grows fpontaneoufly

;

that it fhoots in winter fo as to appear green through tTie fnow,

though two feet deep. It were to be wifcd that experiments

were made as to the cultivation and molbratlon of it. The wheat
plant, which now in its cultivated ftate gives bread to gr^t part

of the human fpecies, was moft hkely brought to thisi^te by fome
fuch cultivation, from fomS fuch humble wild plant. Upon thfs,

governor Pownall obferves, that it is a curious and lingular fadt,

that no hiftory furnilhes us with any account of the native place of
this plant as indigenous ; the^prefent editor of this icork is happy
in being able to aiTure thr reader, from the mouth of Mr. profefTol

Pallas, who exj^ored this^matter on the fpot, that the native place

of >vhea!t is the parts about Thibet; and that there it is indigenous^

Edit. «

t- - M * J"
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In ordefto^'travel into the interior parts of the*-ftate,

tiie route lies acrof^ijjie branches of Licking creek. There

arc feveral of them which take their rife in^the high hills of

Great Sandy, and the fpurs of the Allegany mountain i

they traverfe a mofl: delight^al country, and forn\ a junftioa

a fmall diftance below the Lowef JBlue Lick*. A felt fpring

is calle'd a Lick, from the earth about them being furrov^d,

^^ out, in a ^mq^ curious manner, by the buffalo and deer,

which lick the earth on account of the faline particles

with which it Is impregnated. The country from the Forkt.

I
to the Ohio is conllderably broken, but generally rich, and

'^ continues uneven, except on the banks of the river, quite to

the mouth of the Kentucky, which is about one hundred and

ten miles below the mouth of Licking creek by water, and

feventy above the R^pidaof the Ohio. Between the mouths

of Licking and Kentucky lies the Great Bone Lick, which

\s juftly celebrated for the ;:emarkable bones which are found

there, and which give name to the place. Seve;fal «f tho|e
j

^one? have been fent to Europe ', but I believe no perion

who has written upon natural hiftory has given any decided^

opinion to what clafs of animals they belqnged. Buffoa

has called them the Mamraouth ; but I ffi^ at a lofs to know

jfc».* ffrdm. wliat authority, as we have no tradition, either oral or

^, written, that gives a^ account of any fpecies of animals

' which were as large as thofe muft have been, judging by

^ ' .thcftiagBitude of the bones. Buffon fays, that-flmilar bones

hAe wen found bqUa in Ireland (if I am not miftaken) and

in fome part of Afia. F^ appears ^nip^hat extraordinary,

at the'fir|l viesw, that we fhoul'd dncover manifeft proofs of

there having exifted animalsWwmch we can form no ade~

quate idea, and which in fize muft have far exceede4 any

thing now known upon earth j Ifcd fhofe figns too, in cli-

* There are two fait fprings upon Licking|AotU of which arq
now worked with fuccefs, ^ ^

^, mates

* * 4 *



5» WESTERN TERRITORY OF

mates jRrhere the elephant (the largeft animal now In exlft-

ence) is never found. Every phjenomspon upon the earth

tends to confirm the idea, that it ever has been fubje£t to

revolutions, befides its diurnal and annual motion from eaft

to weft.

After pailing the Blue Lick, the foil, if pofllble, increafes

in richnefs. From thence to Danville Is about fifty miles.

Lexington lies about midway, and is nearly^central of the

jineft and moft luxuriant country, perhaps, on earth. From

Lexington to Leefburg is about twenty miles ; to Boonfburg

it is about twenty j the Upper Blue Lick nearly thirty.

This fquare, which is nearly fifty miles, comprehends en*

tirely what is called firft rate land. Leefburg lies on the

Kentucky, about twenty ni,iles from its mouth by land, and

nearly forty by water. The country between that and the

Ohio Is broken, but rich, though it is not deemed a valuable
,

body of land. The Kentucky is bound everywhere byf

high rocky precipices, that are generally two hundred feet

and upwards perpendicular, and which makes its paff^

^ difficult. Few places on it have any bottom land, as the

rock rifes moftly contiguous to the bed of the river ; which

confinement, afte^ieavy rains, renders it very formidable

from the irapetuofityC of its current. On afcending fh^

banks of this river*, the land on'eithfe!" fide is equally good

for fome diftance above Boonfburg j but adjacent to the
*

mountains . from whence the river rifes, the country be-

comes broken, fteril, and of little or no value. BocJftfbffrg

lies on the Kentucl^ aj|»ut fixty miles above its mouth by

land, and about one hundred and thirty by watgr. From

Leefburg down the river on Tlie fouth fide, for about ten

or t\?elve miles, the hills are confiderably high and fteep ;

but when you pafs Yhe nvaters of Drinnon's Lick creek,

you fall into a bSWy otgood champaign land, which extends,

with little vari^tSonyltQ the Rapids of the Ohio. Fron;

LeefbursL^

4

*« m
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Lecfburg to Danville, the country, for the firft twenty miles,

is, comparatively, of an inferior rate of land ; but farther

on,^ you get into the rich country I have mentioned, com-

prehended within the fquare of fifty miles.

Large bodies of good land lie on every fide of Danville

for twenty miles and upwards ; but in the courfe from

thence to the Rapids of the Ohio, on the waters of Salt

river (which takes its name from a fait fpring, called Bullitt's

Lick, that is on its banks, about twenty miles from thc"

mouth of the river}, the furface is, in feme places, broken

into ridges of hills, which are in general good land, but

not well watered. As you approach the Rapids, it becomes

more level, better watered, and the foil more fertile. The

country of Beargrafs is beautiful and rich j as, indeed, is the

land on Goofe and Harrod's creeks. In the fork of the

Ohio and Salt river, which form a jun<ftion about twenty

miles below the Rapids, the profpe£l is flat, and interfperfed

with fmall lakes, or ponds, occafioned by the extreme low-

nefs of the banks of the Ohio in this fork, which, when

flooded, overflows the country, and the water fills thefe

ponds periodically, or as often as thofe inundations happen,

and which are frequent from December until April.

The Rapids of the Ohio lie about feven hundred miles

below Pittfliurg, and about four hundred above its conflu-

ence with the Mifliflippi. They are occafioned by a ledge

of rocks that ftretch acrofs the bed of the river from one

fide to the other, in fome places proje61ing fo much, that

they are vifible when the water is not high, and in mod
places when the river is extremely low. The fall is not

more than between four arid five feet in the diftance of a

mile J fo that boats of any burden may pafs with fafety when

there is a flood ; but boats coming up the river muft un-

load; which inconvenience may very eafily be removed

by cutting a canal from the mouth of Beargrafs, the upper

fide of the Rapids, ,to bciow the lower reef of rocks, which

D is
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Lecfburg to Danville, the country, for the firft twenty miles,

is, comparatively, of an inferior rate of land ; but farther

on,- you get into the rich country I have mentioned, com-

prehended within the fquare of fifty miles.

Large bodies of good land lie on every fide of Danville

for twenty miles and upwards ; but in the courfc from

thence to the Rapids of the Ohio, on the waters of Salt

river (which takes its name from a fait fpring, called Bullitt's

Lick, that is on its banks, about twenty miles from the-

mouth of the rivcr^, the furface is, in feme places, broken

into ridges of hills, which are in general good land, but

not well watered. As you approach the Rapids, it becomes

more level, better watered, and the foil more fertile. The

country of Beargrafs is beautiful and rich ; as, indeed, is the

land on Goofe and Harrod's creeks. In the fork of the

Ohio and Salt river, which form a junction about twenty

miles below the Rapids, the profpeft is flat, and interfperfed

with fmall lakes, or ponds, occafioned by the extreme low-

nefs of the banks of the Ohio in this fork, which, when

flooded, overflows the country, and the water fills thcfe

ponds periodically, or as often as thofe inundations happen,

and which are frequent from December until April.

The Rapids of the Ohio lie about feven hundred miles

below Pittfl>urg, and about four hundred above its conflu-

ence with the Mifliflippi. They are occafioned by a ledge

of rocks that fl:retch acrofs the bed of the river from one

fide to the other, in fome places proje61ing fo much, that

they are vifible when the water is not high, and in moft

places when the river is extremely low. The fall is not

more than between four arid five feet in the difliance of 2

mile ; fo that boats of any burden may pafs with fafety when

there is a flood ; but boats coming up the river muft un-

load} which inconvenience may very eafily be rjemoved

by cutting a canal from the mouth of Beargrafs, the upper

fide of the Rapids, .to below the lower reef of rocks, which

D is
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is not quite two miles, and the country a gentle declivrtj"

the whole way» A view of the Rapids is given in the

annexed plate, in which is marked the propofed canal.

The fituation of the Rapids is truly delightful. The
river is full a mile wide *, and the fall of water, which is

an eternal cafcade +, appears as if nature had defigned it to

Ihew how inimitable and ftupendous are her works. Its

breadth contributes to its fublimity; and the continually

rumbling noife tends to exhilarate the fpirits, and gives a

cheerfulnefs even to fluggards. The view up ^the river is

i;erminated, at the diftance of four leagues, by an ifland

in its centre, which is contrafted by the plain on the oppa-

fite ihore, that extends a long way into the country j but

the eye receding, linds new beauties, and ample fubje£t for

admiration, in the rifing hills of Silver creek, which, ftretch-

ing obliquely to the north-weft, proudly rife higher and

higher as they extend, until their illumined fummits imper-

ceptibly vanifh. Clarkville, on the oppoiite fhore, completes

the profpedl, and from its neighbourhood, and from the

fettlement forming upon the officers land, a few years

muft afford us a cultivated country, to blend appropriate

beauty with the charms of the imagination. There lies a

fmall ifland in the river about two hundred yards from the

eaflern fhore ; between which and the m'lm is a quarry of ex-

cellent flone for building, and in great part is dry towards the

end of the fummer. The banks of the river are never over-

* Major Willis, whilft commanding at Fort Ferring, meafured a
,

ftraight line upon the ice direftly acrofs the falls in their vvideft

part, and found 1 300 yards clear water-way, between the lowerbeaches

or counter-fliores of the banks on both fides the river.

—

Euit.
t So far from its being an eternal cafcade, at the time of a pretty

fmart frefh, and when the Ohio is full from bank to bank, no ap-

pearance of a fall, or even ripple, is to be feen : at thofe times a

feventy-four gun fliip may pais the falli with the grcatcft fafety

;

and in the dryeft feafons the navigation is nerer impeded on the

north-weft fide. Kentucky boats, freighted for New Orleans,
.

with forty, fixty, or eighty hogfheads of tobacco, may always

pafs with fafcty,—-Edit.
flowed

Ml
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flowed here, they being fifty feet higher than the bed of

the river. There is no doubt but it will foon become a

flourishing town: there are already upwards of two hundred

good houfes built. This town is called Louifville.

I omitted to mention, that when the ftate of Virginia con-

ceded the territory weft of the Ohio to the United States,

fhe referved a tra6t lying oppoflte to the Rapids, for

thofe officers and foldiers called ftate troops, and who had

been immediately employed in the weftern country.

Having left the weftern fide of the Ohio at the

Miami, I fhall continue my dcfcription of the country

on this fide, as far as my knowledge extends, and will then

proceed upwards.

In leaving the Rapids in a fouth-wefterly direction, the

country is flat, it bordering upon the country I have de-

fcribed in the fork of the 0|iio and Salt rivers. After

pafling the main branch of the Salt river *, near Bullitt's

Lick, ten miles diftant, in the fork of the north and fouth

branches, the country becomes broken and hilly ; but be-

tween which and the Cumberland road, that leads from the

upper parts of Kentucky, there is a confiderable extent of

fine land ; but travelling a few leagues farther fouthward,

you arrive at extenfive plains, which ftretch upwards of one

hundred and fifty miles in a fouth-weft courfe, and end only

when they join the mountainous country. Some few clumps

of trees, and a grove here and there, are the only ob-

ftrucSlions to a boundlefs horizon. It is pleafant to behold

the deer bounding over the fcraggy fhrubs which cover the

earth. While the fetting fun gilds thofe extenfiye plains*

the mild breezes of a fummer's eve, playing upon the en-

raptured fenfes, foftens the heart to love and friendfhip.

Unperceived, upon feme eminence, you may enjoy the

fports of wild animals, which here rove unconcerned lords

' * This river is about 1 50 yards wide at its mouth, its current

is gentle, and its principal branch is navigable about 60 miles,

D 2 of
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of the field. Heavens ! what charms are there in liberty I

Man, born to enflave the fubordinate animals, has long fincc

cnflaved himfelf. But reafon at length, in radiant fmiles, and

with graceful pride, illumines both hemifpheres j and

Freedom, in golden plumes, and in her triumphal car,

muft now refume her long-loft empire.

We now have arrived upon the waters of Green river

:

at the mouth of which, and between that and the Ohio,

, lies Henderfon's grant of twelve miles fquare, as I men-

tioned. The plains extend beyond the head waters of this

river quite into the limits of North Carolina ; but at the

mouth, and for forty miles above, there is a large propor-

tion of good land, particularly upon Panther creek. From

the mouth of Green river * up the Ohio to Salt river, the

land upon the banks of the Ohio is generally fertile and

rich ; but leaving its banks you foon fall into the plain coun-

try, which is confidered as little better than barren land.

However, it is moft likely that it will prove excellent for

fhcep to feed upon, the climate being nearly the fame as

that of Spain, where the fineft wool in Europe is produced.

And though the land is not reckoned valuable in this coun-

try, on account of its comparative ftcrility, yet it is of a

fupcrior quality to much of the foil in the lower parts of

Virginia, the CaroHnas, and Georgia. It abounds with

hazel, which, it is well known, never grows kindly in %

poor foil.

The native ftrawberry is found in thefe plains in the

greateft abundance, as are likewile plums of different forts j
^',

and if from the native grape that grows fpontaneoufly here,

wc can form any idea ofwhat the fame foil is capable of pro-,

ducing when they are cultivated, it would appear that no

climate or foil in the world is more congenial to the vine j

for I have never tafted more delicious grapes; and it is

* Green river is upwards of 200 yards wide at its mouth, it$

current is gentle, and it is navigable nearly 1 50 miles.

the
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the opinion of feme judicious foreigners, who have vlflted

thcfe genial regions, that as good wine as can be made in

any part of the globe, might be produced from the native

grape properly'cuUivated f. There is nothing more common
than to meet with a pleafant wine made here by the fettlers,

who know nothing of the ufe of vats, or the degree of

fermentation neceflary to the perfedlion of the art of wine-

making. But, 1 flatter myfelf, fome progrefs will be made
in this bufinefs, as feveral foreigners have long had it in

agitation to undertake it.

The country between Green and Cumberland rivers is

generally rich, and finely watered. There is in it a moft

valuable lead mine, and feveral fait fprings; and between

Green and Salt rivers there are two of a bitumen, which,

when analyfed, is found to be amber. But fo much do we
ftand in 'need of chymifts and mineralifls, that we remain

ignorant of the properties and value of many foflils which

have been difcovered j and many continue unknown, I ap-

+ The grapes of the european vines which are tranfplanted to

America do not fo well bear the fudden changes of the weather,

"not the extremes of the dry and wet, to which t-he climate is

liable, as the native grapes. If there be much thunder, and that

attended with heavy fhowers, and followed by exceflive gleams of

heat, at the time that the exotic grapes are growing to their ma-
turity, fuch grapes are apt to burft ; whereas the thick Ikin of

the native grapes preferves them againft this mifchief. When
therefore I have feen with what abundant luxuriance thefe native

vines grow, and have been taught that the coarfeft fruits by culti-

vation may be meliorated even into forts that are delicious ; when
I have read how change of foil and cultivation have fucceeded

;

I have always thought that the american fettlers would do more
wifely in trying to cultivate and meliorate their native vines,

fmall and four as their grapes may appear at prefcnt, than by
endeavouring to force the nature of the foreign vine. It takes

always a great time to accommodate an exotic to a foreign clime,

and does not always fucceed at laft ; the native, whofe nature

is already aflimilated to its own clime, might fooner, and with

better hopes of fuccefs, be improved under the prefent ftate and

progrefs of american cultivation. Sec Mr. Anthill's obfervationg

on the culture of the vine, in the Tranfadions of the Philofophi-

cal. Society at Philadelphia, vol. i.

—
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preliend, from the want of curiofity of men whofe pnly ob-

'ecl fecms to be cultivation, and the fcience of govern-

ment. Perhaps thefe are the moft effential to the happi-

nefs of men in the wild flate which this country is in. Arts

appear to follow population. Ncceffity has been the

mother of invention, it is true ; but from the attainment

of that perfection to which we have arrived in arts and phi-

lofophy, wifdom and fcience muft go forv/ard. It is phyfic-

ally impoffible for man to degenerate to barbarifm.

When the greateft merit conilfts in the exercife of the

moft ufeful and appropriate talents, I think it is likely that

the ingenuity of men will feel a more lively ftimulus to the

exerciie of invention from the love of fame, the love of

mankind, and regard to their own dignity, than it ever yet

experienced from neceffity. While oJious diftindlions exift,

and men are rewarded in proportion to their fervility, hu-

man nature muft be robbed of half its manlinels, and con-

. fequently men will be flothful. How many drones do we

obferve in every part of Europe, who feed upon the induf-

try of the neceffitous, who work only as it is neceffary to

their exiftence ! Such have been the effedls of the factitious

duties of man in your hemifphere, that every thing has

become perverted ; and governments, inftead of fecuring

happinefs to men, have only tended to aggrandize individu-

als i and thus has flowed in that debafement of character

which has marked half the inhabitants of Europe with little

more dignity than brute creatures,

Cumberland river rifes among the mountains, confider-

ably to the north-eaft, and, after its feveral branches have

joined it, runs a long way fouth, and enters the limits of

North Carolina *. After a courfe of half a degree within

thofe limits, it turns to the north-weft, and empties itfelf

into the Ohio, at fome diftance above its junction with the

* Cumberland river is navigable in large veflds to Nafliville,

and thence in boats' to the month of Obas river,

—
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Miffiflippi. The Tenafee runs into the Ohio, not a long

way below the mouth of Cumberland. The Tenafee is the

moft important of the fouthern branches of the Ohio *.

Its northern fork, called Holfton, rifcs in the country of the

fame name (which I have before mentioned), and, after

pafling through Nolachucky, is joined by the main or fouth

branch. This branch rifes in the remote parts of the ftate of

Georgia, and, after traverfing the borders of the Cherokee

country, is joined by the Holfton branch, when it is called the

Tenafee : from thence it runs fouth-wefterly, quite through

the limits of North Carolina, and approaches the head wa-

ters of the Mobile, which empties itfelf into the Gulf of

Mexico. In its courfe, it is very rapid thus far : from the

material declivity of the high country, which from moun-

tains gradually finks into a flat, there is a numbt;r of

falls, but none of them confiJerable. It now turns again

to the northward, and from its lazy motion, it is obvious

that there is very little fall of water from this to the Ohio.

This turn conftitutes what is called the Great Bend of the"

Tenafee, or Mufcle Shoal, from the number of fiioals in this

part of the river that are covered with thefe Ihell-fiih. The

river is here from two to three and a half miles wide-

Its importance will confifl: in its being the piofl convenient

inlet from the upper parts of Virginia and the Carolinas

to the Miffiflippi,, it being navigable for boats of forty tons

burden from Holfton, the falls excepted, where carrying-

• The Tenafee is 6co yards wide at its mouth, and upon afcend-

ing it, to the dittance of 260 miles, it widens to b'*tween two and

three miles, which width in continues for nearly thirty miles,

and which comprehends what is called the Great Bend.

Thus far it is navigable without any obftrudion, and, fome

trifling falls excepted, it may be navigated at lealt 000 miles

farther.

The Tenafee river is navigable by veflels of great burden to the

Mufcle Shoals ; thofe (heals are only to be paffed in fmall boats

pr batteaux ; from the Mufcle Shoals the river is navigable in boats

of 40 or 50 tons burden, to the Virginia line.

—

Edit.

D 4 place*



40 WESTERN TERRITORY OP

places will anfwer until there are canals made, which can

be done with very little expence*.

Holfton Is a narrow ftrip of country, furrounded on

every fide by mountains ; but there is a hollow which

winds through them, fo as to admit of a paffage this way,

and down the river, without any difficulty of bad roads

whatever. Should you continue your route by land in the

road to Kentucky (which I fhall defcrlbc in another place),

you would have feveral mountains to pafs, and at leaft two

hundred miles of bad road.

* There are five navigable rivers In this territory, which dlf-

charge thcmfeh'^es immediately into the Miffiflippi ; viz. Wolf,

Hatchee, Forked-deer, Obion, and Reel-foot. Wolf river, feven

miles from the mouth, is about 50 yards wide ; Hatchee, 80 yards ;

Forked -deer, 60 yards; Obion, 70 yards ; and Reel-foot, 30 yards,

Thefe rivers in general are deep, and flow with a gentle current,

unincumbered with rocks or rapids, until they reach the barren or

broken tract in which they rife. Each of thofe rivers is bordered

by a fmall ftrip of low ground, 60 or 80 yards wide, and this

again is terminated by a gentle flope or fecondary bank. In order

to underftand the ufe, perhaps the caufe, of this remarkable circum-

ftance, an inner and an outer bank to each of thofe rivers, it fhould

be remembered that the river Miffiflippi, during the month of May,
rifes perpendicularly nearly 25 feet, at which feafon the low
ground on both fjdes of that river is covered with water, to the

depth of 1 2 or 18 inches. This inundation, on the weft fide of
the river, extends to a great diftance, for the country feems to be
lower in that direftlon, and fome of the waters of that river find

their way to the ocean by other channels. On the eaft fide of the

river, the inundation hardly extends above five miles; at that dl-

ttance the waters are reftrained by a fecondary bank, which runs

parallel to the general courfe of the river. This outer bank i$

properly the beginning of high and dry land. It is obvious, that

during thofe fpring floods, the rivers, which run into the MIffiffippi,

muft fufFer a confiderable interruption. Their current is affeded

10, 1 3, or 20 miles from the mouth, and they overflow their

banks. On thofe occafions, the fecondary bank of thofe fmall

rivers becomes neceffary, for it prevents the adjacent land from
being overflowed, except the narrow border above defcribed. The
induftry of a fmall french colony at New Orleans has given a fuf-

ficient proof that the inundations of the Miffiffippi maybe ^eftrain-

ed by artificial banks, by which means arable land has been and
may be fecured, that is hardly equalled in value by any known
.Jands, except in Egypt,

—
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After you leave the plains which extend into the Cum-

berland country, in your courfe to the Tcnafee, the furiace h

fomewhat broken, but the foil is moftly rich. Great part of

the land lying between thefe rivers and the Ohio, and be-

tween Cumberland and Green rivers, was in military grants,

made by Virginia to their officers and foldiers, and is cf-

teemed a fituation valuable for its proximity to the junftion

of the Ohio and Miffiffippi. Their grants extend as low on

the Miffiffippi as the partition line between Virginia and

North Carolina, all of which is a beautiful country j and

the banks of the river, which are very high, prevent it

from overflowing •, which is not the safe a great way lower

down •,

The

• The land on the waters of Tenafee and Cumberland rivers is

generally well timbered. In feme places there are glades of rich

land without timber ; but thefe are not frequent nor large. The
general growth is poplar, hickory, black-walnut, buck-eye, or the

horfe-chefnut, fycamore, locuft, and the fugar-maple. The under-

growth, in many places, is cane 1 5 or 20 feet high, fo clofe toge-

ther, as to exclude all other plants ; where the cane does not

abound, we find red-bud, wild-plum, fpice-wood, red and white

mulberry, genfang, Virginia and Seneca fnake-root, angelica,

fweet anife, ginger, and wild-hops. The glades are covered with
clover, wild-rye, bufFalo-grafs, and pea-vine. On the hills, at the

heads of rivers, we find (lately red-cedars ; many of thefe trees are

four feet in diameter, and forty feet clear of limbs. In thofe hills

there is abundance of iron-ore, lead-ore, and coals. Copperas and
alum fit for ufe have been gathered in caves near Nalhviile.

On the rivers that run into the Mifllffippi, the growth is nearly

the fame as on the waters of Cumberland rircr.

In fpeaking of a new count r}', that is extremely fertile and well

covered with herbage, it can hardly be neceffary to fay that it

abounds in wild game. The buffalo, elk, deer, and bear, are

numerous ; nor is there any fcarcity of wolves, panthers, wild-cats,

foxes, beavers, and otters. They have pheafants, partridges or

quails, and turkies in abundance through the year. During the

winter, their waters are covered with the fwan, wild-goofe, brant,

and duck. Cat-fi(h have been caught in thofe rivers, that weighed

above 100 pounds, and perch that weighed above 20 pounds.

Kature fecms to meafure her works on a different fcale on the op-

pofitc fides of the Apallachian mountains.

In



42 WESTERN TERRITORY OF

The land in the Great Bend of the Tenafee Is very fine

;

but when you approach the country of the Chickafaws, it be-

comes broken, lighti and fandy: and, as you extend to the

fouthward, I have been informed (I "never travelled farther

than this by land) the foil grows ftill lighter, and, except a

large body of good land on the Miffiffippi and the bottoms

of the feveral ftreams that run into the Gulf and the Miflif-

ilppi, it is little better than Weft Florida, which has been

celebrated in Europe for its fertility ; but fo fine a country

have I been endeavouring to defcribe to you, that, judging

by comparifon, the people in Kentucky and Cumberland

look upon that as an indifferent foil.

This letter has imperceptibly grown to a confiderablc

length. I was anxious to comprehend within this Iketch,

all the coantry denominated the weftern country on both

fides of the Ohio to the Miami, and then the whole of the

Kentucky and Cumberland countries, and the country upon

the Tenafee, in order that I might proceed up the Ohio on

the weftern fide, comprehending the whole of the country

between that and the Mifllffippi, back to the Miami,' and

continuing northward to the lakes : afterwards to Ihew the

In the year 17S0, a fmall colony under the direflion of James
Robertfon, croffed the mountain, and fettled on Cumberland river,

at the place now called Nafhville. In the year 1783, the ftate of

North Carolina laid off a traft of land to be referved for the dif-

charge of military bounties ; this refervation included the infant co-

lony, a fmall trad having been allotted to each of the fettlers. A
county was alfo laid oiTon thofe waters, called Davidfon, to com-
memorate a brave and popular officer who fell in the fervice of his

country. The bounty lands were run off by furveyors appointed

for that purpofe ; and in a few years a confiderable number of the

original grantees fold their titles to other perfons, and the fettle-

ment has lately been increafing very faft. There were 7000 peo-

ple on that river in September 1791, and their number, fince that

time, is much increafed. We frequendy hear of emigrants from

the parent ftate two or three hundred at a time croffing the moun-
tain.

—
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probable rife and grandeur of the american empire, before

I proceed to an account of the artificial produftions, &c. of

Kentucky and Cumberland. Farewell.

Believe, my Friend,

I am your's fincerely.

LETTER IV.

MT DEAR FRIEND, Kentucly.

In contemplating the vaft field of

the american empire, what a ftupendous fubjeft does it

afford for fpeculatlon ! Government, ethics, and com-

merce, acting upon principles different in many refpefts

from thofe of the old world, and entirely in others ! A
government which, with its fpreading branches, feems in

its mighty grafp to promife liberty and protection to one

hemifphere ! A government which, from its fimple con-

flruclion, and the unity and efliciency of its adllon, is not

lefs remarkable in the political, than its natural hiftory Is in

the phyfical world.

In ten years more, perhaps, a fettlement will be formed

fuflSiciently populous to become a federal ftate in the country

into which I am now going to advance ; the limits of

which, from the confluence of the Miffiflippi and Ohio to

Detroit, is between five and fix hundred miles ; and taking

the medium dirtance between Pittfburg and the mouth of

the Ohio, acrofs to the Mifliifljppi from the Ohio is very

little lefs. The inhabitants of this immenfe diftrlft do not,

including French, amount to five thoufand. The country

in
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in this fork (if I may fo call it) is various. Great part of it

has been defcribed by Charlevoix, Hutchins, and Carver,

Charlevoix feems to have gone rapidly from Detroit by

water the greateft part of the way to New Orleans ; Hutch-

ins to have done nearly the fame from Pittlburg, down the

Ohio to the Mifliffippi, and up that river to the Illinois ; fo

up that, and from thence to Detroit. He has given a tole-

rably good account of the Illinois country. Carver con-

fined his travels and remarks to the lakes, the upper part

of the Miffiffippi, particularly the river St. Pierre, and the

north-weftern branch of that river, and to the cufloms and

manners of the Indian nations. Thefe authors have all

confiderable merit. They have written fo agreeably, that

their books have been generally read ; which has tended to

diiTeminate a knowledge of this country in a favage ftate.

This part of it is little better; but you muft view it as a

creation burfling from a chaos of heterogeneous matter,

and exhibiting the fhining tiffue with which it abounds.

Immediately in the fork the land is flat, and hable to

overflow •, but as you advance on either river the banks

rife, and the country expanding, difplays a luxuriant foil

for a long diftan'ce above the Wabafli on the Ohio fide, and

quite to the Illinois on the Mifliflippi fide, which is about

two hundred and thirty miles above its jundlion with the

Ohio, and twenty above the mouth of Miflburi. This

country lies nearly in the fame parallel of latitude with Ken-

tucky. From the mouth of the Wabafh *, the bottoms on

the Ohio are extenfivc and extremely fertile, as is the

country from thence to Pofl: St. Vincent ; but towards the

rapids of the Ohio, and beyond the bottoms of this river,

the country is confiderably broken, and the foil in fome

places light and indifferent. After leaving Poft St. Vincent,

* The Wabafh is nearly 300 yards wide at its mouth, and ex-

cept fome inconfiderabl* rapids, it is navigable upwards of 400

miles.

in
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in the route to the lUlnols county, you foon fall into thofc

extenfive plains which have been defcrlbed infuch glowing

colours by Hutchins. This is certainly a beautiful country;

and the immcnfe number of deer, elk, and buffalo, which

arc feen grazing in thofe natural meadows, renders even

wildnefs enchanting. The air in this climate is pure, and

the almoft continual unclouded (ky tends not a little to

charm the fenfes, and to render even wildnefs delightful.

The country between Poft St. Vincent and Kafkaflcies is

flat and plain, with little variation. As you afcend the

Illinois river * the foil grows more fertile, and on cither fide

you find immcnfe forefts.

I muft now beg you will travel with Hutchins from hence

to Detroit f. He will conduct you up the head branches of

this river, and, after a fhort paflage, you will embark again

on the waters of Lake Michigan, difcovering how the ope-

rations of this great country will be facilitated by the pecu-

. liar courfes of its immenfe and numerous rivers. His ob-

fervations I have been told are confiderably accurate, and,

as I have not had the advantage of travelling this route, I ^

recommend you to read his book, which was originally pub-

lifhed in England, and no doubt is ftill to be had.

Detroit lies, between lat. 42° and 43°, upon the ftraits

which communicate between Lake St. Clair and Lake Erie,

confiderably to the weftward of Pittfburg. The country

lying between them is not remarkable for any thing bat

being a wildernefs. The foil and climate are fuch as would

entitle it to the reputation of a fine country in any part of

Europe, except in winter, when the froft is extremely

fevere, but lefs intenfe than that of Canada. Quebec lies

• The Illinois is a fine gentle river, and navigable to its fourcc

for batteaux. Its width is various—in many places it is nearly

half a mile: but its general breadth may be confidered about 250

yards.

+ The Illinois river furnifhes a communication with Lake

Michigan by the Chiago river, and by two portages between the

latter and the Illinois river i
the longcft of which is only four

miles.

—
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nearly in the fame latitude as Paris, and from the defcrip-

tion which the emperor Julian has given of the winters he

quartered there, during his command in Gaul, there feems

to be little difference between the winters of France at that

period, in refpeft to cold, and the prefent winters of

Canada. Perhaps the extent of continent lying to the north-

weft, and the immenfe lakes of frefh water which cover it,

will not admit of the climate of that part of America being

fo rapidly meliorated as the climate of Europe has been by

cultivation. However, it is certain, that as the country has

been more opened in America, and thereby the rays of the

fun have a<fted more powerfully upon the earth, thefe bene-

fits have tended greatly already to foften the winter feafon •

fo that peopling Canada (for which we are much obliged to

you) is a double advantage to us. Firft, it is fettling and

populating a country, that mufl, fooner or later, from the

natural order of things, become part of our empire, and

immediately meliorating the climate of the northern l^ates.

But, to return to Detroit. Our courfe from thence to the

head waters of the Miami is fouth-wefterly. The country

for fome diftance is flat, and the foil heavy and damp ; but,

upon the waters of thofe rivers; it is beautiful, and abounds

in the gifts of nature.

The communication between Lake Erie and the Ohio by

water this way, will be up the fouthern branches of the lake

;

and by fliort paflagesyou arrive upon the waters of the great

Miami, Scioto, and Mufkingum, which are navigable when

flooded '''. It mufc be obferved that the rivers I have been

men-

* Great Miami is about 300 yards wiile at its moutli, is a rapid

ftream, but without catarads, with feveral large branches navi-

gable for batteaux a long way up : the principal of which interlocks

with a branch of the Miami river, which runs into Lake Erie, to

which there is a portage ; and a third has a portage to Sandufky.

Scioto is about 200 yards wide at its mouth, its current gentle,

and is navigable for nearly two hundred miles to a portage of only

five or fix miles to Sanduflcy.

Muflcingum is a fine gentle river, confined by high banks, which
pre-
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tttentioning are not navigable, throughout the year, for

boats of above ten or fifteen tons. Great part of the coun-

try between this and the Wabafh is champaign ; but in

travelling towards the Rapids of the Ohio you pafs confider-

able plains, and then fall into a broken and hilly tratSt of

poor land, that continues with little variation until you ap-

proach the Rapids, when all the variety and charms, which

this river produces, prefent themfelves again. From De-

troit to the Rapids is nearly four hundred miles.

I have gone curforily over the wcftern country which is

peopled, and about to be peopled ; but have purpofely

avoided taking any notice of thofe parts which are fo little

known, and of which I could fay nothing but from the in •

formation of hunters and favages, which has been induf-

trioufly collefted and publifhed by Carver, Jeffcrfon, and

others. Befides, as it is your wifli only to be informed of

the advantages of Icttlement, it would have been idle to

have troubled you with accounts of countries that will not

be fettled, or at leaft formed into ftates, in our time.

The rapid population of the wefi:ern country has not only

aftonifhed America itfelf, but it muft amaze Europe, when

they enter into the views and increafe of this growing em-

pire. The firft fettlement on the weftem waters by the

Englifh was in 1760, and, under the influence of almoft

continual indian wars, that fettlement (I am now fpeaking

of the upper fettlement on the Ohio) now contains not lefs

than an hundred thcufand fouls. The ftatc of Kentucky

prevent its floods from overflowing the furrounding country. It

IS 250 yards wide at its confluence with the Ohio, and navigable,

without any oblUuiftions, by large battcaux to a little lake at its

head ; from thence to Cayahoga, a creek that empties into* Lake
Erie, is not above two miles ; and which muft become the bell

portage between that lake and the Ohio.

Cayahoga at itsmouthis wide and deep enough to receive hrge

/loops from the lake.

Sanducky is aeonfiderable river that empties into Lake Erie ; its

ffream is gentle, and large enough at its mouth to receive flocjis.

did
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did not make a permanent fettlement before 1780, which

now contains not lefs than an hundred thoufand. The
Cumberland fettlement began about this time, but it was at

Icaft three years afterwards before there was fecurity given

to that fettlement, and there are fettled about fifty thoufand

fouls more *. Befides the fettlement in the Great Bend of

the Tenafee, which will join them in their feparation from

North Carolina, the fettlement of Nolachucky and French-

broad, made on the branches of the Tenafee in the years

1782, 1783, 1784, and 1785, contain between thirty and

forty thoufand fouls ; fevcral other fettlcmcnts are forming

at the Iron Banks on the Miffiffippi, befides thofe upon the

weftern fide of the Ohio, which, including the inhabitants

* The farmers on Cumberland river, for the fake of defcribing
~

their lands, diftinguifh them by firft, fecond, and third quality.

Land of the firft quality will bear Indian corn or hemp; but it will

not bear wheat without great reduftion. Land of the fecond

quality does not bear wheat to advantage until it has been reduced

by two or three crops of corn, hemp, tobacco, or cotton. Land of

the third quality bears every kind of grain, that is ufually fown on
dry ground, in .the Atlantic ftates. It is agreed by all who have

vifited the Cumberland fettlement, that loobufhels of Indian corn

are frequently gathered from an acre of their beft land. Sixty or

feventy buftiels from an acre is very common ; but the farmer who
expefts to gather fuch a crop mull be careful, while the corn is

foft, to guard it againft bears and racoons. This, however, is a

trobble that muft ceafe when the country is well fettled. Wheat,
barley, oats, rye, buckwheat, Indian corn, peafe, bean*, potatoes

of both forts, flax, hemp, tobacco, indigo, rice, and cotton, have
already been planted in that fettlement, and they all thrive in great

perfedion. The ufual crop of cotton is 800 pounds to the acre

;

the ftaple is long and fine. It is alleged, however, that the

lands on the fmall rivers that run into the Miffiffippi, have a decided
preference to thofe on the Cumberland river, for the produftion of
cotton and indigo. No experiments have been made on land neat

the Miffiffippi, within the ceded territory ; but there is a fmall

fettlement further down the river, within the limits of the United
States, on a fimilar foil, where the growth and quality of cotton is

fo remarkable, that its culture is more profitable than any other

crop. The foil on thofe rivers is deep and light, having a fmall

mixture of fand with a black earth ; hence, as the planters allege,

it proves favourable to the culture of all kinds of roots, as well as

of indigo and cotton,

—

Edit*
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at Poft St. Vincent and the Kafkaflcies (I judge from the

beft information) do not fall (hort of fifty thoufand. I have

not mentioned the number in the fettlement of the Great

Bend of the Tenafee, as I have not been able to colle<n: any

fatisfa£lory information rcfpe^ling them : but I fuppofe the

aggregate number of fouls in the weftcrn country is very

httle, if at all, fhort of four hundred thoufand, including

the fettlements of Holfton, Clinch River, and Powel's

Valley, which taken together may amount to feventy

thoufand fouls, and which are properly on the wertern

waters.

The fettlements on the weftern fide of the Ohio have

been greatly haraffed and retarded by the indian war,

which has continued with little variation fince 1785 ; but

the vigorous meafures which their depredations have obliged

Congrefs to adopt, muft end with a permanent peace, or in

a few years their provocations will lead to the extirpation

of the whole of the Miami and Illinois tribes. Their prow-

cfs and determined refolution will, no doubt, confiderably

annoy our army, which, having been moftly recruited from

the Atlantic country, are not acquainted with fuch dexterity

and courage, or indeed habituated to their manner of fight-

ing ; but our numbers have grown too confiderable ; for

defeats only invigorate our meafures, while the lofs of every

man, to nations whofe population is fo extremely tardy as

that of the favages of America, is a lamentable confider-

ation.

In the peopling this country, new ftates will naturally

arife ; and thus, in contemplating the continent of America,

we may form an adequate idea of what will be the magni-

tude of its federal empire. The upper fettlement on th«

Ohio, though more populous than the fettlement of Cum-

berland, is not likely to become a feparate ftate fo foon.

The greateft part of it is within the limits of Pennfylvania,

and not fo remote from the capital of that ftate as the

E Cum-
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Cumberland fet,tlement is from the capital of KprtK C^fCK

Ijng, The intercourfe is continual, and theproduftionsafthg

country, or at leaft their cattle, may be driven to Philadel-

phia, &c. &c. as I have obferved before j and their influence

is not fufficient to procure them an aft of feparation, flioul4

they defire it. In the cafe of North Carolina and Cumber-

land there is little or no communication between them, nor

i$ it to be ejfpedled that it ever can be the interefl of either

tq continue the connexion ; therefore, it is nrjoft likely, thJ^t

diftridl will follow Kentucky in the links of thf great fede-

ral chain.

Lmuft now proceed upon conjefture, as thpre sjrc no

definite limits prefcribed by the federal government for th«

lines of demarkation, which are to be the different boupd-

aries or limits of new ftates that will arife. However, it is

eafy, by confulting natural boundaries, to form a pretty juft

idea where will be their different divifions. I have already

remarked that Kentucky and Cumberland are divided by a

line in lat. 36j°, which will be the boundary of Cumber-

land to the northward. The mountains will mpft likely be

its eaftern limits : its fouthern limits will be, either the par-

tition line continued between North Carolina and Georgia

(South Carolina ncv^er poffeffed any weftern land), or it will

run fomthcrly, until it flrikes that ridge of hills which di-

vides the Tenafee country from the country of the Chack-

taws ; thence a due weft courfe to the Miffilfippi, or follow-

ing fome one of thofe branches which rife in thofe hills, and

purfuing its courfe to that river. This will comprehend a

diftri(St of country of nearly two hundred miles in length

from call: to weft, and nearly an hundred and fifty from

north to fouth. I cannot fpeak here with accuracy, as it is

that part of all the weftern country which is leaft known.

The country upon the head waters of the Tenafee ftands

next in tlie lift of advancement. This country includes the

Ccttlement of Holfton, the fettlement of Clinch, and the

fettle-
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fettlements of Powel's Valley, which are part in Virginia,

4md part in North Carolina i .befides the fettlements of

Nolachucky and Frenchbroad. This laft fettlement will

be extended to the borders of the Cherokee country, which

will bind this ftate to the fouthward. Its weftern boundary

will be Cumberland Mountain, v/hich will divide it from the

Itates of Kentucky and Cumberland Its northern limits

will be the ridges of hills that divide the waters of the

Tenafee and the Great Kanhaway ; and its eaftern boundary

will be the high hills that divide the eaftern from the weft-

ern waters in this part of America, which are called in

Virginia the North Mountains, and which continue their

courfe through the Carolinas. This ftate will be in extent

upwards of two hundred miles from north to fouth, and the

average width from eaft to weft nearly an hundred and

fifty.

This country has mountains on every 'fide but the fouth-

wcft, and is interfperfed with high hills in moft parts of it.

The vallies are extremely fertile, and everywhere finely

watered. The climate in the upper part of the country is

not fo temperate as that of Kentucky, though it lies in the

fame latitude, which is owing to the neighbouring moun*

tains. Many parts of this diftridl are well fettled, and cul*

tivation was brought to fuch confiderable perfeftion, that-

the inhabitants had it in contemplation to become independ-

ent feven years fince, under the diftinftion of the^ State of

Franklin, of which very probably you may have read. Its

population is not only confiderable, but its refpedlability in

every confideration will,very foon entitle it to the rank of a

diftindl ftate ; though it may require fome time to effefl a

unity of fentiments, and a confolidation of its various and

detached fettlements into that order which the organs of

government require.

Before I leave this fide of the Mifliflippi, I muft beg leave

to digrefs, and {hew what will be the prpbable deftination

E 2 of
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of the Indian nations, who live between the fouthern limits

of the country I have been mentioning, and the Florida?,

and which may amount to thirteen thoufand, inclufive of

men, women, and children.

The Cherokees are about two thoufand five hundred ; the

Creeks three thoufand five hundred ; the Chacktaws are

about fix thoufand j and the difierent vagrant nations may
amcu nt rev. thoufand more.

The fettlements making in the upper parts of Georgia,

upon the fine lands of the Oconee and Okemulgee rivers,

will in a very few years bid defiance to them in that quarter.

The georgian troops have already defeated them, and

forced them to be quiet. The fettlement of Freijchbroad,

aided by HalftoUj has nothing to fear from them ; and the

Cumberland is too puiflant to apprehend any danger. The

Spaniards are in poflefiion of the Floridas (how long they

will remain fo muft depend upon their moderation and

good manners), and the fettlements at the Natchez and

above, which will foon extend to the fouthern boundaries

of Cumberland ; fo that they will be completely enveloped

in a few years. Our people will continue to encroach upon

them on three fides, and compel them to live more domeftic

lives, and affimilate them to our mode of living, or crofs

to the weftern fide of the Miffifilppi.

In the fettlement of Long Ifland, in the fl:ate of New
York, fome of the tribes of Indians remained, and lived in

continual intercourfe with the whites. Whether it was from

any cruelty pradlifed upon them, or from their predominant

pafllon for ardent fpirits, I will not pretend to fay ; but it is
'

certain that very few of them remain, and they are a floth-

ful, degenerate order of beings, compared with the abori-

gines of that country. In the fettlement of South Carolina

the Catawbas were allotted a traft of country, and though

they hr.vc retained their courage, their numbers have greatly

declined. The caufe of civilization proving repugnant to

their
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their population, I think, may be fuiKciently accounted for

in the whites encouraging their thirft for intoxication.

I will next take notice of the Genafee country, w'/ch

lies upon the waters that run into Lake Ontario, and which

it is expeited will be peopled as foon as the Six Nations of

Indians are peaceable. This is a very rich and fertile tra£t

of country, lying in the remote parts of New York , bound-..

ed by Pennfylvania to the fouth-eaft, by the lakes to the

north-weft, and high hills and a wildernefs from the Ohio

Country. I have hitherto omitted taking notice of it, as not

properly belonging to the weftcrn country ; but as I am
going to proceed to partition the country weft of the Ohio

into feparate ftates, I thought it moft confiftent to keep up

the chain of connexion ; and without mentioning this dif-

trift, there would have been a chafm between New York

and the uppermoft ftate upon the waters of the Ohio.

Let us now return to the Ohio, That ridge of hills

which divides the waters of this river from that of the

lakes running fouch-wefterly, until they run north-wefterly,

and divide the fources of the Wabafli and Illinois rivers

from the fouthern branches of the lakes, will moft likely

mark the limits to the weft of the upper ftate upon the

weftern fide of the Ohio. The ridge of hills, which divides

the waters of the Allegany river from thofe of the Genafec,

will bound it to the north j the Allegany river 3nd the Ohio

to the eaft ; and the Mulkingum to the fouth. The next

ftate I fhould form between the JMulkingum and Scioto, the

Ohio, and that ridge of hills * between the fources of thefe

* There are no mountains or ridges of hills that feparate the

waters of the Ohio from thofe of the St. Lawrence. The country
which forms the dividing ground between the waters of the Miffif-

fippi and the lakes, though neceffarily much elevated above the

coafts of the lakes, or the (bores cf the Ohio or Mifliflippi rivers,

does neverthelefs affume a level form, which fpreads nto extenfive

pararies, or plains of natural meadow, interfperfed v/iih fwamps
and morafTes, whence ifTue the north-weft fources of the Ohio, and
the foutb-eaft branches of the lakes.

—

Edit.
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rivers and thofe of Lake Erie ; the third between the Scioto,

Ihe Great Miami, the Ohio^ and the fame ridge of hills.

The country lying between the Miami, Wabafh, the Ohio,

and the fame hills, 1 would put into another ftate ; and th«

country lying between the Wabalh, Ohio, Miffiffippi;^ and

Illinois rivers, I would eftabliih into a fifth ftate.

Between the mouth of the liUnois river and waters of

Lake Michigan, lies a diftrift of country equally fertile with

any part of the weftern country ; b*it, in the progreffion of

our fettlements, it will be fome years before any fettlements

can be formed there, except in the fork of the Miffiffippi

and Illinois ; which may be erefted into a ftate, by running

a line from a point lat. 42° 30 upon the Miffiffippi, in fuch

adire£lion as to ftrike the head branches of the Illinois. But

it is moft likely that the country on the Miffiffippi and

Mifouri will be fettled before this diftrift, though it is con-

fidered as the empire of Spain. However, I will not be £0

indecorous as to parcel out the territories of other nations :

it is fufficiently prefumptuous to have gone fo far as I have.

I have now marked out the imaginary boundaries of fix

new ftates, exclufive of thofe on the eaftern fide of the Ohio,

Ihe Genafee fettlement, and without including the country

between the northern limits of Kentucky and Pittftjurg, or

the country between Niagara, Detroit, and the fources of

thofe rivers which run into the Ohio,

The upper fettlement on the eaftern fide of the Ohio will

moft likely follow the Cumberland and Holfton in its inde-

pendence. In peopling the new ftates I conclude the lower-

moft will be firft fettled, and confequently the firft to bfe, ad-

mitted into the federal government. The diftri^t of coun-

try that will be laft fettled, in all probability, between the

Ohio, the lakes, and the Miffiffippi, to the fouth of St,

Anthony's falls, is perhaps that which lies between Niagara

and Detroit, and extending to the ridge of hills which

divides the waters of Lake Erie and Ohio, by reafon of its

damp



NORTH AMERICA. 5^

damp and cold foil. The furrender of the forts of Niagara

and Detroit (which I underftand is about to be done), may

increafe the fettlements upon the borders of Lake Erie ; but

1 think it is not likely that unhofpitable clime will find in-

habitants, while the genial regions of the Miffiffippi are in a

great meafure uninhabited.

It is next neceflary to take notice how, and in what pro-

bable time, thefe ftates will be inhabited. The firft fettle*

^ ment upon the Ohio, and the progrefs made in agriculturCj

were extremely tardy. But it is neceflary to rccolledl, that

America was not only in an infant ftate at the conclufion of

the war in 1763, but that the continual wars with the In-

dians greatly retarded the progrefs of that fettlement ;- and

if the fame obftruftions have been given to the fettlements

on the weftern fide of the Ohio, it is equally certain that the

cxhaufted condition of the finances of the United States, un-

til within a year and a half paft, did not permit them to

take thofe vigorous meafures neceflTary to their tranquillity j

and that permanent fettlements on that fide of the river,

aind the increafe of the neceflaries of life (which are now in

greater abundance in the weftern country than in any other

part of America), will enable them tofupport their fituation

\Vith infinitely more eafe, than when we were obliged to

bring alraoft every thing for ufe over the mountain.

I have eftimated the number of fouls on the weftern

waters at 400,000. I (hould fuppofe, from the difpofition

to early marriages, which is general, and the extraordinary

fecundity it is obferved everywhere prevails, with the ad-

dition of the emigrants who may be expe£l:ed from the eaft-

ern ftates, that the inhabitants will double once in 15 years

for the next 60 years to come, at leaft,—which in the

firft 15 years will be equal to peopling four or -five of thefe

ftat6s i and I think we may expeil to fee at the end of

30 years the whole country I have been defcribing inha-

bited.

E4 The
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The ratio of increafe after the firft 30 years appears

almoft too aftonifhing for belief: 6,400,000 fouls increafe in

the courfe of 60 years, when it is notorious that all Ame-

rica added to her population little more than 2,000,000 in

the courfe of a century, no doubt will appear a calculation

too extravagant j for which reafon it will be necelTary for

me to ftate the rife of the one, and the probable growth of

the other.

Mr. JefFerfon, in his notes on Virginia (to which I fhall

have frequent occafion to advert in my fubfequent letters),

allows a duplication only once in 27I years. He takes the

fpace of 118 years inclufive from 1654, until the year 1702,

when the tithes of Virginia had increafed from 7209, to

153,000 ; which eftimate, he fays, is corroborated by the

particular uniformity of the intermediate enumerations taken

in 1700, 1748, and 1759. According to this increafe, he

fuppofes the inhabitants of Virginia alone will amount

to between 6 and 7,000,000 within ninety-fix years.

It appears, by a ftatement which he has made of the

emigrants in different years to that country, that the greateft

number in any one year was 3000, which was the year

1628. From the year 1654 the diffolution of the Virginia

company took place, and importations almoft ceafed until it

became the practice of your government to tranfport con-

victs to the colonies j fo that it does not appear that the

peopling of Virginia was materially owing to the migrations

ft-om Europe : whereas I have known upwards of 10,000

emigrants to arrive in the fingle ftate of Kentucky within

one year, and from 4 to 10,000 in feveral other years.

Great part of the country from the Bay of Fundy to

Cape Florida upon the fea coaft is unfavourable to agricul-

ture. New England has never yet produced corn fufiicient

to fupply its inhabitants with bread j which muft proceed

cither from the ignorance of the arts of hufbandry in that

country, or from the poverty of the foil : I believe both

have
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have, helped to retard the progrefs of agricuhure. Long
Ifland is chiefly a fand heap, where the inhabitants feem for

a great length of time to have been content to live upon fifh.

The ftate of New York for a confiderable diftance back is a

continuation of hills and ftones. The country from Polou-

fliook to the capes of the Delaware is a flat of nothing but

fait marflies and pine barrens, which extend for twenty

miles up the country ; and the whole country from ihofe

capes fouthward to the Guif of Florida is no better, for a

confiderable diftance from the fea, the bottoms of the rivers

excepted ; fo that the firft: fettlers of America had not

only the natives to contend againfl:, but alio extreme po-

verty.

The extenfion of the dutch fettlement from New York

up Hudfon's river to the fine lands about Albany, and to the

fertile banks of the Rariton, in Jerfey, nnd the fettlement

of Pennfylvania by the celebrated Penn, firft produced that

plenty which is not only neceflary to comfort, but is eflen-

tial to occafion that fecundity which diftinguifhes the rapid

population of moft infant countries, after they have over-

come the firft difficulties of eftablifhing a fettlement.

As the natives were driven back, the fettlers began to pe-

netrate into the fertile regions of the middle parts of the

ftates, which lie at fome diftance from the fea coaft. But

feveral caufes now combined to retard the population of the

country. The unfavourable appearance of the foil of New
England induced moft of its inhabitants to lead fea-faring

lives, which not only tend to check the natural increafe of.

men by the lofl^es incidental to fuch an employment, but

hinder, in a material degree, the propagation of the fpecies

hy the feparation of the fexes.

This bafinefs was in fome
^

meafure common to the whole

colonies. Belides which, the wars that England was often

Engaged in againft France and Spain, and in which we were

alfo concsrned, with the frequent indlan wars, and the late

ame-
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amerlcan war, helped not a little to obftruft the natural

proportion of the increafe of inhabitants. America had

only crofled the line between poverty and affluence, whezi

the late unfortunate war commenced. However, there wai

a ftill more nefarious and deteftable caufe for this fldwneft

of population, arifing from the introdudlion of african flavery.

Men began then to look upon it as infamous to labour-—

amufements were invented to fill up their time— diffipatioft

followed in all the excefs of idlenefs and folly. The fair fcX

were neglected ; marriages were lefs early, and lefs frequent.

And thus it happened that the inhabitants of Virginia wer«

found to double only once in 27I years, and which has been

adopted by fome perfons as a criterion to eftimate the in-

ereafe of the inhabitants of all the other ftates j but-it is not

a fair criterion, for it is notorious, that Pennfylvania is

much better peopled than Virginia, though its firft fettle-

ment was at a later date. But, now, for the reverfe.

Though we enjoy an extenfive inland navigation, we are not

liable to the fame lofs ofmen which the perils of the fea pro-

duce ; nor any of that lofs which maritime countries fuffer by

their citizens entering into foreign fervice, or fettling^ in

foreign countries : our voyages will be regulated by the pe-

riodical floods, and the seras of abfence will be more deter-

minate and certain ; fo that abfence here cannot fo mate-

rially interrupt domeftic happinefs, and cannot in the leaflj

retard the increafe of inhabitants. It is impoflible that we

can experience any thing like poverty, for no country, per-

haps, upon the globe is fo rich in the comforts and necef-

fiiries of life. As to wars, we can have none after a few-

years more are paft. The Spaniards may put us to fome in-

convenience for a few years to come ; but, in doing this,

dicy will not only rifk the lofs of New Orleans, but the

whole of Louifiana, which they confider as the key to

Mexico. Thus fecured from wars, and the inland naviga-

tion of the country not fubjc(Sting us to material lofles in thaC

buiincfs

;
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bufinefs ; with the propenfity to early marriages, produced

by the fimplicity and innocence of youth, tutored under the

pure maxims of virtue and reafon ; it cannot be conlidered

as a fanguine calculation, when we add the additional con-

fideration of the probable number of emigrants we may re-

ceive, that our population will double once in fifteen years.

Having endeavoured to give you an idea of the country

north-weft of the Ohio, omitted in my laft, and what will

be the probable partitions of the new ftates to be laid off on

that fide of the river, the population, and expefted increafe

of the inhabitants of the weftern country ; I fhall take leave

of you for the prefent, and in my next you fhall have an

account of its produdliohs, navigations, &c.

I remain, affectionately,

Yours, 8cc,

LETTER V.

MY DEAR FRIEND, Kentucky,

IN the advancement of civilization,

agriculture feems to have been in every country the primary

object of mankind—Arts and fciences have followed, and,

ultimately, they have been relevant to each other. Fortu-

nately for us, the prefent jera of reafon not only admits, but

makes it neceffary, that they fliould go hand in hand. The

decency of life is not the fmalleft of fublunary blandifhments.

Purity is to the body what virtue is to the foul ;—an eternal

invigorating germ, whofe bloffoms diffufe the moft fragrant

odours, and give a vivacity to the mind equally manly and

^lelightful.

The
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The weftcrn limits of the federal empire are bounded on

the north by the Lakes Ontario^ Erie, St. Clair, Huron,

Superior, and the Lake of the Wood * ; to the weft by the

Mifliffippl; and extending as far fouth as the Natchez, or

lat. 32 deg. then is bound by the Floridas to the fouth.

AVhat is called the Weftern Territory lies on this fide of the

Allegany mountain, within thefe limits -j-.

Here is found all the variety of foil and climate neceflary

to the culture of every kind of grain, fibrous plants, cotton,

fruits, vegetables, and all forts of provifions. The upper

fettlements on the Ohio produce chiefly wheat, oats, bar-

ley, rye, Indian corn or maze, hemp and flax. The fruits

are apples, pears, cherries, peaches, plums, ftrawberries,

rafpberries, currants, goofeberries, and grapes ; of culinary

plants and vegetables, there are turnips, potatoes, carrots,

parfnips, cymbiline or fquafli, cucumbers, peafe, beans, af-

* Lake Ontario is about 600 miles in circumference, Lake Erie

nearly 300, Lake St. Clair about 90, Lake Huron is reckoned

1000, and Lake Superior between 15 and i6co.

The Lake of the Wood from eaft to weft is about 70 miles,, and

its greateft breadth about 40.
Lake Michigan is divided on the north-eaft from Lake Huron

by the Streights of Michillimacknac Its greateft' length is 230
miles, its breadth about 60, and its circumference nearly 600.

On the north- weft parts of this lake its waters branch out into

two bays; that which lies towards the north is Noquet's Bay, and

the other Puans, or Green Bay.

The waters of this as well as the other great lakes, are clear,

wholefome, abound in filh, and are of fufficient depth for the navi-

gation of (hips.

It is worth obferving, that fome of thefe lakes, in magnitude,

are almoft equal to the feas of Europe ; and though there is not

an immediate communicatiotj for ftiips with the Atlantic ocean,

yet the advantages they muft afford to the operations of commerce
will prove not only very confiderable, but, I conceive, will be

nearly as beneficial as open feas, when the furrounding countries

are under that fame government, and influenced by reciprocal

intereft.

+ Colonel Gordon, in his journal, fays, " that this country

may, from a proper knowledge, be affirmed to be the moft healthy,

the moft pleafant, and moft fertile fpot of earth known to europcaa

people."

paragus.
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paragus, cabbages, brocoli, celery, and falads ; befides which

there are melons and herbs of every fort. The provifion

confifts of beef, pork, mutton, veal, and a variety of poul-

try, fuch as ducks, Mufcovy ducks, turkies, geefe, dung-

hill fowls, and pigeons. The fuperfluous provifions are

fold to the emigrants, who are continually paffing through

thofe fettlements, in their route to the different diliriifls of

country, and which I have enumerated. Some confiderable

quantities of fpirits diftilled from rye, and likewife cider,

are fent down the river to a market, in thofe infant fettle-

ments where the inhabitants have not had time to bring or-

chards to any perfection, or have not a fuperfluity of grain

to diftil into fpirits. The beef, pork, and flour, are difpofed

of in the fame way. The flax and hemp are packed on

liorfes, and fent acrofs the mountain to the inland towns of

Pennfylvania and Maryland, and (as I hinted in a former

letter) in a few years, when grazing form.s the principal ob-

ject of thofe fettlers, they will always find a market for their

cattle at Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Alexandria.

Thefe fettlements might produce a confiderable quantity

of fugar, but hitherto what they nave made has ferved for

little more than home confumption, as every part of the

back country from lat. 42° to 36'', and upon the MiflifUpp:,

as far north as lat. 45°, produces an abundance of the

fugar maple-tree as would be equal to fiirnifh fugar for the

inhabitants of the whole earth ; and to fend it to any of the

market towns on the Atlantic is too far to be profitable,

tintil the canals of the Potowmac fhall have been finiflied.

That country produces alfo all the pot-herbs which arc

common in Europe : feveral kinds of nuts grow in the forefts,

fuch as chefnuts, hickory, and black walnuts. The moun-

tains, hills, and uninhabited parts abound in deer, v^ ild

turkies, and a fpecies of groufe, called by the Americans

promifcuoufly partridge or pheafant. There is an abundance

of wild fowl, as indeed b the cafe in every part of the

weflerri
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weftern country : to enumerate thefe could prove for you

neither amufement nor inftruclion.

Linen and woollen cloths, leather, and hats, for home

confumptioH, are manufadtured with confiderable fuccefs.

The two firft articles are only made in families for their

own ufe ; but the latter are made by men of profeffion in

that bufinefs, and are of a quality that would not difgracc

the mechanics of Europe. Blackfmiths work of all forts,

even to making fire-arms, is done there •, as is alfo cabinet

work, wheel-wright, mill-wright, houfe carpentry, joinery,

fhoe-making, &c. &c. ; in fliort, all the trades immediately

neceffary to the promotion of the comforts of new fettlc-

ments, are to be found here.

After pafling to the fouthward of lat. 40 deg. the climate

becomes favourable to the culture of tobacco. It will, nd

doubt, grow farther to the north ; but neither its flavour is

fo aromatic, nor the crop fo certain or produ<51:ive. Indeed

the farther fouth tobacco grows, generally the finer itj

quality ; hence it is, that the faegars of Cuba are fo much

admired for their peculiar fcent, and the Oroonookoo for its

mildnefs. However, this is of little confequence to any

country, as it is certain no cultivation is fo pernicious to the

foil, and of fo little real advantage to the cultivator. It

continually impoverifhes the land i and every additional

feafon, inftead of producing riches to an eftate, tends to

beggar it : every veftige of its growth is mifery and devafta-

tion, and no foil, but one as prolific as that of the Nile,

would be capable of producing it for any length of time, ac-

cording to the fyfliem which has been purfued in Virginia

and Maryland. However, the whole of the Ohio and Mif-

fifiippi country below lat. 40 deg. is perhaps better adapted

to produce tobacco in quantity than any other country upon

the face of the globe.

K entucky produces, befides tobacco, all the different

kinds of grain that I have defcribed in the upper fettle-

ment

»
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ment ; all the fruits, with the addition of apricots and

Beftarincs * ; thefe and peaches grow here to very great per-

feftion, particularly when planted upon a light foil, which

fhould always be the cafe when it can be found : but, how-

ever extraordinary it may appear, it is not often the cafe in

this diftrift of country.

Thofe culinary plants, vegetables, &c. I have enumerated

above, are produced in the whole weftern country. In fomc

pgrts they grow to greater perfection than in others, as in

this the cucumber, turnips, peas, and many others, are much

finer than I ever faw them any where befide. The cantelupe

melon is only to be equalled by thofe in Perfia. We are

not at the trouble and expence of forcing. Every thing put

into the ground of the vegetable kind grows in a muft won-

derful manner.

The foil is uncommonly favourable to hemp and Indian

corn. I have known i2 cwt. of the former produced from

^n acre of ground, and as much as 1 00 bufhels of the latter.

This has not only been done from an uncommon fertile fpot,

but there are large bodies of land adjoining,, which are

equally prolific f. I believe that, were I to mention upoq

an average the produce of the whole country, it would be

found to be nearly as follows :
^

Hemp per acre - '^ 800 cwt.

Indian corn, or maze, ditto - 60 bufhels

Wheat, ditto - ' -- 30 ditto

Barley, ditto - - 40 ditto

Oats, ditto - - j;o ditto

Clover and timothy grafs, ditto 25 cwt.

* I never faw an apricot or neftarine in any part of the weflem
Country. -They are a fruit very rarely met with in the Atlantic

ftates.

—

Epit.
t From feveral accounts, and from the fpecimens of Che Indian

wild hemp, as well as from the judgment which fome of our rope-,

makers of the firft clafs here in England have given on it, it fcema

pretty clear, that fomething more might be done in America by the

cultivation of the native, than by the tranfplanting of a foreign

.fpecies,—-Edit,

Befides
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Beiide§ hemp and flax for manufafluring*, cotton is culti-

vated with confiJerable fuccefs, particularly in the fouthern

parts of the ftate, arid Cumberland j and, no doubt, in a

few years, when our fettlements extend to the Natchez, cot-

ton will be produced in a<; great perfection as in the E<)ft or

Weft ludies. No foil or climate can be more congenial to

this plant than the regions on the lowermoft parts of the

Mifliffippi, We have it in our power to promote the cul-

ture of lilk alfo. The mildnefs of the climate, and the great

quantity of the mulberry trees, which are everywhere inter-

fperfed in our forefts, render this matter extremely eafy

)

but how far this will be politic, when the ufe of filk is

going out of falhion, is a matter that requires fome confider-

ation*. Cotton has fupplied its place, and its fuperior ex-

* That fenfible and judicious obferver, Mr. Pratt, rpcom-
mended it to his countrymen, that, inllead of attempting to breed

the filkvvorm of Afia, the)- (hould make trials on various fpecies of
fpinni rig-worms J

with wliich the woods of America abound. From
fcjeated experiments, he thougiit himfelf autborifed to affert, that

he was fure a native filkworm would fome day or other be found in

America, (uch as might turn to practical account ; whereas the

thunder, the boillcrous and fudden changes of weather, under the

prefent ftate of the climate of America, diftiirbed the foreign

filkworm, fo as that it would never be cultivated to any advantage

equal to what the native filkworm might be. At tiie time that

tlicfc things v.crc in New England a fubjeft of fpeculation, they

were, by the experinppts made by madam Hubert, a Provcngal

fettled in Louifiana, reduced to demonnration. This lady made
maijy compar;itive experiments on the native and foreign filkworm,

fed on different leaves of.different mulberry trees ; the native worm
of America, though larger and ftronger, yet being wild, and not

fettk'd like the domiciliated worm of Europe, did not produce an

equal quantity of filk ; but this (he imputed wholly to its wild un-
fettled nature ; their filk, although coarfe, was flrong and thick.

Since making the above remark, governor Pownall was informed

that 10,coo weight of cocons of the naiive filkworm of America,

was fold in i 77 i at the public filature in Philadelphia, and that the

filk produced from them was of a good quality ; and a fample being

fent to England, was much approved of in London, By the tranf-

aflions of the american philofophiral fociety held at Philadelphia,

printed in lyfcS, it appears, that Mr. Mofes Bertram had made
many curious experiments on the native filkworm. See alfo M. dc

PratZj hift. de Louifiana, liv. ii. chap. 2.

—

Edit.
cellencc,



NORTH AMERICA. 65

ccUencc, I apprehend, will always make it a more profitable

manufa^lory.

The growth of wool will form an important conlldera-

tion with us. The plains I have defcribed extend quite to

the mountains, fo that fheep here may have every advan-

tage which the flocks of Spain enjoy. If we can form any

idea from the famples of wool produced in many parts of

the country, we may conclude that our moft fanguine ex-

pe<n:ations will be fully anfwered.

The buffalo are mottly driven out of Kentucky. Some

are ftill found upon the head waters of Licking creek,

Great Sandy, and the head waters of Green river. Deer

abound in the extcnfive forefl:s ; but the elk confines itfelf

moftly to the hilly and uninhabited places.

The rapidity of the fettlement has driven the wild turkey

quite out of the middle countries j but they are found in

large flocks in all our extenfive woods.

Amidft the mountains and broken countries are great

numbers of the groufe I have defcribed ; and fince the fet-

tlement has been eftabliflied, the quail, by following the

trail of grain which is neceffarily fcattered through the wil-

dernefs, has migrated from the old fettlements on the other

fide the mountain, and has become a conftant refident with

us. This bird was unknown here on the firft peopling of

the country.

There is a variety of wild fowl in every part of this ftate,

particularly teal, and the fummer duck. The latter breeds

with us. Its incubation is always in temperate climates,

which is the reafon of its being called the fummer duck.

The produdtions of Cumberland are nearly the fame as

thofe of Kentucky. The quality of tobacco is perhaps

fomething better ; but the climate being confiderably

warmer, is not fo favourable to wheat and barley, nor does

grafs grow there fo luxuriantlyas with us.

The country below Cumberland foon becomes warm

F enough
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enough for indigo and rice ; and perhaps thefe articles, in a

few years, will be cultivated on the Miffiffippi with as much

fuccefs, if not more, than they ever were in South Carolina,

or Georgia ; particularly the former, as the foil on the Miffif-

fippi is infinitely more luxuriant than any in the Carolinas.

Some eflays were made in this bufinefs previous to the late

war ; but the object was abandoned in the deftrudtion of the

fettlement I mentioned in a former letter, made below the

Natchez,

Oranges, and other tropical fruits, grow at the Natchez, and

fome diftance above, to confiderable perfedlion. There arc

a variety of nuts that grow both in Kentucky and Cumber-

land, fome of which are common to both : the moft re-

markable of them is the pacane ; all of which have been

noticed both by Carver and Jefferfon. Grapes, plums, goofe-

berries, and ftrawberries, grow alfo fpontaneoufty in the

fouthern parts of Kentucky, and in moft parts ofCumberland.

The produce of the weftern counry will be nearly the

fame in the fame parallels of latitude throughout j fo that,

comparing my imaginary ftates with the fettled country

fouth-eaft of the Ohio, you will be able to form a juft idea

of what they will be capable of producing. But to com-

prehend the objcft of the commerce of this country, it is

firft necelThry to contemplate it, abounding in all the com-

forts of lite, limited in its variety of climate only by what Is

not defirable ; with a foil fo prolific, a navigation fo ex-

tenfive, and a fecurity fo permanent, from being inland, that

it feems this vaft extent of empire is only to be equalled for

its fublimity by the objeft of its aggrandizf ment.

Provifions, tobacco, and raw materials, will conftitute the

firft articles of our trade *. Such a quantity of beef, pork,

bacon,

* The following juft and judicious obfcrvations were addrefll-d

to the earl of HilKborough, in die yea 1770, when fecretary

of ftatc for the noith american department

:
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bacon, butter, cheefe, &c. &c. might be furnifhed from this

country as will one day, no doubt, furnifh the Weft India

iilands,

« No part of North America will require lefs encouragement

for the produftion of naval ftores, and raw materials for manufac-

tories in Europe, and for fupplying the Weft India iflands with

lumber, provijions, &c. than the country of the Ohio j and for the

following reafons:

*' Firft, The lands are excellent, the climate temperate; the native

grapes, filkworms, and mulberry trees, abound everywhere; hemp,

hops, and rye, grow fpontaneoufly in the vallies and low lands ;

lead and iron are plenty in the hills ; fait fprings are innumerable ;

and no foil is better adapted to the culture of tobacco, flax, and

cotton, than that of the Ohio.
" Second, The country is well watered by feveral navigable rivers,

commar.icating with each other ; by which, and a fhort land car-

riage, the produce of the lands of the Ohio can, even now 'in the

year 1772), be fent cheaper to the fea-port town of Alexandria, on

the Potowmac river in Virginia (where the troops of general Brad-

dpck landed], than any kind of merchandife is fent from Northamp-
ton to London.

•* Third, The river Ohio is, at all feafonsof the year, naviga-

ble with large boats, like the weft-country barges; rowed only by

four or five men ; and from the month of February to April large

Ihips may be built on the Ohio, and fent to fea, laden with hemp,
iron, flax, filk, tobacco, cotton, pot-afh, &c.

" Fourth, Flour, corn, beef, fhip-plank, and other ufeful articles,

can be fent down the ftream of the Ohio to Weft Florida, and from

thence to the V/eft India iflands, much cheaper and in better order,

than from New York or Philadelphia, to thofe iflands,

"Fifth, Hemp, tobacco, iron, and fuch bulky articles, may alfo

be fent down the ftream of the Ohio to the fea, at leaft 50 per cent,

cheaper than thefe articles were ever carried by land carriage, of

only 60 miles, in Pennfvlvania ; where waggonage is cheaper than

in any other part of North America.
" Sixth, The expenceof tranfportingeuropean manufaftories from

the fea to the Ohio, will not be fo much as is now paid, and ratrft

ever be paid, to a great part of the countries of Pennfylvania,

Virginia, and Maryland. Whenever the farmers or merchants of

the Ohio (hall properly underftand the bufinefs of tranfportation,

.*hey will build fchooners, floops, &c. on the Ohio, fuitable for the

Weft India or european markets; nr by having black walnut,

cherry tree, oak, &c. properly fawed for foreign markets, and
formed into rafts in the manner that is now done by the fettlers near

the upper parts of the Delaware in Pennfylvania, and thereon ftow

their hemp, iron, tobacco, &c. and proceed with them to Neiy
Orleans,

Fa « It
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iflands, and afford relief to the miferable Chinefc, whofc

fcanty portion of rice is only fufficient to keep foul and body

together. Our mountainous countries n;iufl always prove

excellent ranges for herds of cattle ; the grafs, in the fum-

mer, affording fufficient food to fatten them, without the

expence of cultivated meadows, and the winters are feidom

fo fevere as to require any other food than the cane and

pea-vine. »

The navigation of this country has been much talked of.

The diflance from one place to another has been computed

with fome degree of accuracy, and the various experiments

which have been made confirm the opinion that its difficulty

is merely imaginary.

The common mode of defcending the ftream is in flat-

bottomed boats, which may be built from 15 to 500 tons

" It may not, perhaps, be amifs to obfcrve, that large quantities

of flour are made in the diflant (wcftern) countries of Pennfylvania,

and fent by an expenfive land carriage to the city of Philadelphia,

and from thence fliipped to South Carolina, and to Eaft and Weft

Florida, there being little or no wheat raifcd in thofe provinces.

" The river Ohio feenis kindly defigned by nature, as the channel

through which the two Floridas may be fupplied with flour ; not

only for their common confumption, but alfo for the carrying on
an extenfive commerce with Jamaica, and the Spanifh fettlements

in the bay of Mexico. Millftones in abundance are to be obtained

in the hills near the Ohio; and the country is everywhere well wa-
tered with large and conftant fprings and ftreams for grift and other

mills.

"Thepaflage from Philadelphia to Pennfacola is felvlom made
in lefs than a month, and fixty (hillings per ton, freight i^confifling

of fixteen barrels), is ufually paid for flour, &c. thither. Boati

carrying 800 or 1000 barrels of flour ma}' go in about the fame time

from Pittfl^urg as from Philadelphia to Pennfacola, and for half

the above freight ; the Ohio merchants would be alile to deliver

flour. Sec. there in much better order than from Philadelphia, and
without incurring the damage and delay of the fea, and charges of
infurance, &c. as from thence to Pennfacola.

" This is not mere fpeculation ; for it is a faft, that sbrut the year

1746, there was a great fcarcity of provifions at l\'ew Orleans ; and
the French fettlements at the Illinois, fmall as they then were, fent

thither in one winter upwards of eight hundred thouf.md wcii,ht of
flour."

burden.
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burden. But, as far as I have been able to judge, I fhould

fuppofe;, that about 50 or 60 tons burden would be the

moft convenient, wieldy, and confequently fafe, particularly

when the waters are very high j for in fuch cafes the rapi-

dity of the current makes it diiEcult to manage an unwieldy

mafs with facility, Thefe boats are built of oak plank,

with a certain proportion of breadth to their length, i. f,

nearly as 12 feet to 40; which will be a boat of nearly 40
tons. They are covered or not, as occafion may require.

The object is to build them as cheap as poffible, for their

unwieldinefs prevents the poiGbility of their returning, and

ihey can only be fold as plank.

Several of thefe boats fttiing out together, let us fuppofe 5,

lo, 15, or 20, of 60 tons burden each, which would require

each 6 hands to navigate them ; ten boats then* of 60 tons

each will employ 60 hands, which will be equal to navigate

up the ftream 3 boats of 5 tons each, and would be more

than fufficient to bring back the cargo that the produce of

the 10 boats would purchafe ; as the articles we export are

grofs and bulky, while we want only in return fi perfine

goods : the coarfer goods of every fort will always be manu-

fadlured in the country. We alfo make our own fait, fugar,

fpirits, malt liquor, and fhall foon make our own wine.

Thefe boats muft be worked up with fteam and fails.

The invention of carrying a boat againft the ftream by the

influence of fteam, is a late improvement in philofophy by a

Mr. Rumfey of Virginia, whofe ingenuity has been rewarded

by that ftate with the exclufive privilege of navigating thofc

boats in her rivers for 10 years ; and as this grant was given

previous to the independence of Kentucky, the aft of fepa-

ration guarantees his right. Some circumftance or other

has prevented his bringing thern into ufe. However,

there can be no doubt of the fuccefs of his fcheme ; for the

affembly of Virginia had the moft unequivocal aflurances

before they gave the privilege, in a certificate figned by

F 3 general
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general "Wafliington and Man Page, efquire j fetting forth,

that they had feen a boat, they believed to be conftrufted

by Mr. Rumfey, afcend a ftream without the aid of

manual labour, but without mentioning the operating

caufe, which has fince appeared to be fteam. If this

principle fhould fail (and from fuch authority I do not

conceive how it is to be prefumed), I flatter myfelf that

philofophy is capable of fupplying the place in the appro-

priation of fome one of the fecrets with which mechanics

abound.

In taking a retrofpe£live view of the world, we are for a

moment furprifed when we recollect that fome thoufands of

years had elapfed before printing was invented j and that the

only way of accumulating the copies of art and genius was

by the tardy method of tranfcribing ; and that the art of

navigation was for nearly as long a time devious, and regu-

lated by no certain laws, the ftars and head lands of different

countries being the only guides to the adventurous mariner,

who often perifhed when the heavens were obfcured. O
Liberty! how many bleflings haft thou brought us J Man,

in promulgating his opinions, now finds fecurity under the

wings, of an eftablifhed freedom ; and the difmal dungeon,

which eclipfed the luminous mind of the celebrated Italian,

would now be eredled into a fchool for him to lefture in,

inftead of a prifon to bewail the miferable ignorance and de-

pravity of his fellow-creatures. Truth and reafon have led

to this melioration of manners— it will lead more benefits to

mankind.—But fliould we ft ill be obliged to row our boats

againft the ftream, it is not only practicable but eafy.

The frequent turnings in the Mifllflippi produce in every

bend eddy water; which, with the advantage the wind ,

affords, that blowing the greater part of the year from the

fouth-weft, and diretflly up the windings of the river, by

reafon of the vacancy between the banks and rifing foreftii

on cither Me, afford a channel for the current of the

air,
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air, Is fufficlent with fails, keeping as much as poffible in

the eddy water, to carry a boat 50 miles a day up the ftream,

' To account for thofe winds philofophically would be ex-

tremely eafy ; but, as it is a circumftance notorious from the

teftimonyof voyagers in the IVIilTiffippi and Ohio, I prefume

the teft of experience will be preferred to any philofophical

difquifition upon the fubje£t.

Should this navigation prove too tedious, and no im-

provements appear likely to be made in it, the importing

into the country may be facilitated by another channel, from

the gulf of Mexico up the Mobile, which is a lazy current j

from the principal branch of which there is but a fhort

paflage to a branch of the Tenafee, when you will

have the advantage of the ftream quite into the Ohio. I

have enumerated this circumftance merely for the fake of

information ; for I have not the fmalleft doubt of the

eligibility of the navigation of the Mifliffippi, which is proved

from the experiments that are daily making.

The diftance from Pittftaurgh to the Mufkingum is 173

miles; to the Little Kanhaway 178 ; to the Great Kanha-

way 285 ; to Great Sandy 342 ; to the Scioto 390 ; to Lime-

ftone 500 ; to the Little Miami 510; to Licking creek 524;

to the Great Miami 550 ; to the Great Bone creek 582 ; to

the Kentucky 626 ; to the Rapids 703 ; to Salt river 723 ;

to Green river 922 ; to the Wabafh 1019; to Cumberland

river 1113; to the Tenafee 1 126 ; to the Mifliflippi 1 183 ;

from thence to New Orleans is about 1005.

I have mentioned that it is about 230 from the mouth of

the Ohio up the Mifliflippi to the mouth of the Mifouri

and about 20 from thence to Illinois, which is navigable

for batteaux to its fource. From thence there is a portage

only of 2 miles to Chickago, which is alfo navigable for bat-

teaux to its entrance into lake Michigan, which is a dif-

tafnce of 1 6 miles* This lake affords communication with

the river St. Lawrence through lake Erie, pafling Niagara,

F4 by
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by a portage of 8 miles. The lakes Erie and Michigan arc

navigable for vefTels drawing 6 and 7 feet water. This is

one of the routes by which the exchange of commodities

between the northern and j[buthern parts of this empire will

be facilitated.

In continuing the plan of intercourfe, it will be found ex-

tremely eafy to pafs through lake Ontario to Wood creek ;

up Wood creek, and by a portage of about 3 miles, you ar-

rive at a creek, which in 3 miles more brings you to Fort

Edward upon the Mohawk river, a branch of Hadfon'*

river. There are feveral carrying-places between that and

ks junction with Hudfon 5 but very little labour would re-

move them, and which I have no doubt but the ftate of

New York * will be judicious enough to fet early about. It

is certain they have ordered furveys to be made, and plans

are forming for the removal of thofe obftruftions. It has

been long in embryo with them. It was impoffible a plan

of fo much utility could efcape that fage and penetrating po-

litician general Schuyler, whofe vaft eftate lies moftly in

that part of America.

There are alfo portages into the waters of lake Erie fronl,

the Wabafii, Great Miami, Mulkingum, and Allegany,

from 2 to 16 miles f. The portage between the Ohio and

Potowmac will be about 20 miles when the obftru^lions in

the Monongahela and Cheat rivers are removed, which will

form the firft objeft of the gentlemen of Virginia when they

have completed the canal on the Potowmac.

The obftruftions to the navigation of the Great Kanha-

way are of fuch magnitude, that it will require a work of

* That ftate pafled an adt of aflfembly in July 1792* for re-

moving all the obftruftions between Hudfon's river and lake

Ontario; by which means, when it is done, there will be an

inland navigation, taking its various courfes, of nearly 2000 miles

in extent.

+ Some of thefc have been noticed in a note in a preceding part

of this work,

ages
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ages to remove them ; but if ever that fhould be done, there

will be an eafy communication between that and James river

and likewife with the Roanoke, which runs through North

Carolina. But this is an event too remote to deierve spy

confideration at prefent.

All the rivers in this country of 60 yards wide and up-

wards, are navigable almoft to their fources for flat-bottomed

boats during their floods, and for batteaux the greater part

of the year, the Great Kanhaway and Little Miami excepted.

The Tenafee has a conliderable fall where it pailes through,

Cumberland Mountain, where there muft be a pcu-tage alfo.

From thence it is navigable quite to Holfton *.

The rapids of the" Ohio I have defcribed in a former

letter +. They are no obftruftion in high water to boats

going

* Tenafee river is navigable by veflels of great burden to the

Mufcle Shoals ; thofe (hoals are only to be paffed in fmall bo-^»5!

or batteaux ; from the Mufcle Shoals, the river is navigable in

boats of 40 or 50 tons burden, to the Virginia line.—The Cum-
berland river is navigable in large veflels to Nalhville, and thcnca

in boats to the mouth of Obed's river.—Duck river is nas'igablc

in boats about 90 miles. The waters of Harpath> Cany-fork,

Stones, Roaring and Red river, have uniformly a gentle curren^

towards the mouth, whence they are all navigable in boats for a

confjderable diftance. In a word, no fpot can be marked in that

country, that is more that 20 miles from a boatable ftream, fo

great are its advantages of water conveyance. There are Sve navi-

gable rivers in this territory, which difcharge themfelves immedi-

ately into the MiirifTippi : Wolf, Hatches, Forked deer, Obion,

and Reel-foot. So that the whole country is well interfeJ^ed by-

rivers ; and moft of thofe rivers are navigable by large boats:

(omt of thera by fhips. Wolf river is already defcribed in p. 40.

,
Edit.

+ Colonel Gordon, in his journal down the Ohio, mentons,
« That thofe falls do not deferve that name, as the ftream on the

north 6de has no fudden pitc'1, but only ru-is over a ledge of rocks.

Several boats," he fays, ' palVed them in the dryeft fcafon of tlic year,

unloading one half of their freight. They paffed on the north Tide,

where the carrying-place is three quarters of a mile long ; on the

fouth-eaft fide it is about ralf that diftance, and is reckoned the

fafeft paffnge for tliofe who are unacquainted with it ; but it is thp

moft tedious, as, during part of the fummer and autumn, the bat-

teaux- men drag their boats over the rock. The fall is about hi»lf

a rall«
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goiog down tlie river, and indeed batteaux may pafs almoft

at any time. There arc two fmall rapids in the Wabafh

between its mouth and St. Vincents ; but they are no impe-

diment to navigation, except at times of low water. The

Kaflcaflcia is a fmall river which runs into the MiiEffippi be-

low the Illinois, and i^ navigable a confiderable way above

the plains. The Miffiflippi is navigable to St. Anthony's

falls, without any obflruclion. Carver defcribes it as navi-

gable above them as far as he travelled. "We have too little

knowledge of the Mifouri to form any decided opinion of the

extent of its navigation. It is however certain, that it is a

more powerful ftream than the Miffiffippi, and in entering

that river, it triumphantly ruflies acrofs, and its turbid

waters, unmixed, feem to difdain a connexion fo inferior.

From the beft information that we have been able to coUed^j

it is navigable for 12 or 1500 miles above its mouth, with-

out obftru(Slion ; and I think it is not unlikely that in fettling

the country towards its fource, we fhall fmd it is not re-

mote from the fources of the ftreams running into the Pa-

cific ocean, and that a communication may be opened be-

tween them with as much eafe as between the Ohio and

Potowmac, and alfo between the fettlements on the Miffif-

fippi and California. This circumftance is the more likely

to happen, as it dots not appear that the ridges of hills

which divide the waters of the Pacific ocean from the waters

of the Miffiffippi, are either fo high or fo rugged as the

Allegany mountains *.

You

a mile rapid water, which, however, is pafiable, by wailing and

dragging the boat againft the llream when loweft, and with llill

greater eafe when the water is raifed a little."

* As the general furfacc of the land flopes to the S. F. and as

the heights of the tops of the mountains decreafe gradually on the

eaftern fide, fo the general flow of the great rivers has a coiirfe

which fuch a face of country naturally gives : while they continue

to run in any one vale, their courfe is S. W. ; whenever through the

gaps or iptcrfe^ions o( tlis mountains they can fqrce a way caft-

ward, they do, tumbling over rocks, rifts, and precipices, in continual

Xiiiit
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You will obferve, that, as far as this immenfe contioent is

known, the courfes and extent of its rivers are extremely fa-

vourable to communication by water ; a circumflance which

is highly important, whether we regard it in a focial or com-

mercial point of view. The intercourfe of men has added

no inconfiderable luftre to the polifh of manners ; and, per-

haps, commerce has tended more to civilize and embellifh

the human mind, in two centuries, than war and chivalry

would have done in five.

The federal government regulating every thing commer-

cial, muft be productive of the greateft harmony, fo that

while we are likely to live in the regions of perpetual peace,

our felicity will receive a zeft from the a£livity and variety

of our trade. We fhall pafs through the Miffiflippi to the

fea—up the Ohio, Monongahela and Cheat * rivers, by a

fmall portage, into the Potowmac, which will bring us to

the federal city on the line of Virginia and Maryland-

through the feveral rivers I have mentioned, and the lakes,

to New York and Quebec—from the northern lakes to the

head branches of the rivers which run into Hudfon's bay

into the ardtic regions—and from the fources of the Mifouri

into the Great South fea *. Thus in the centre of ^the

earth,

falls and catarafcs fouth-eafterly ; and fo along each ftage, and fo

from one ftage to another, is their courfe in great zigzags S. W.
and S. E. Such is the courfe (fpeaking generally) of the Dela-

ware, Sufquehanna, and Potov/mac rivers. The lefler rivers, which

run only from ofr the eaftern Hope of thefe mountains (fuch as

Rapahanoch, James river, Roanoke, and the other rivers of the

Carolinas), urge their courfe in all ways and windings to the fea ?.t

S, £, PoWNALL.
* Befides the feveral channels of communication already men-

tioned, there are two others which, in a very kw years, will be

opened ; as the Pennfylvanians have already turned their attentloa

toward them.

One from lake Erie to a place called Le Bceuf, down the Al-

legany, to a river called Kifkifminitas, then up the fame a certain

diftance, and from thence by a fhort portaj^e to a branch of the

Sufquehanna, called Juniata. The other is from lake Ontario to

the eaft branch of tlis Delaware, r/hieh it is faid. will not be at-

. tended
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earth, governing by the laws of reafon and humanity, wc

fcem calculated to become at once the emporium and pro-

tenors of the world f

.

Before

tended with much difficulty ; and which will be a dircft communi-
cation between Philadelphia and that lake.

+ There is a ridge of hills, generally called the Shining Moun-
tains, which begin at Mexico, and continue to the eaft of Cali-

fornia, that feparate the water of thofe rivers which fall either into

the gulf of that peninfula, or the gulf of Mexico. From thence,

as they continue their courfe northward, between the waters of the

Miffiffippi, and the rivers that empty themfelves into the Pacific

ocean, and end in about lat. 48 or 49, where feveral rivers have
their fources, which either run into Kudfon's bay, or the South fea.

Thefe hills lying nearly parallel with the Allegany mountains, a

confiderable diftance from the Pacific fea, form, if it may be fo

called, a great -valley, which conftitutes what is called the Weftern
country of America, and is nearly in the centre of this vaft con-

tinent.

In reflefting upon the objeft of the federal government, and the

rapid ft rides it is making, it appears rather puerile in the United
States to think of making the feat .of their government permanent
wpon the Potowmac; or at leaft it would be fo, to run the country

to heavy expences, when it is obvious that pofterity will, in the

courfe of a century at fartheft, remove it to the Miffiffippi, which
is the moft ventral, and confequently the proper place. By that

means the efficiency of the federal government will aft like the

vital fluid which is propelled from the heart, and give motion and
energy to every extremity of the empire.

The country between cape Florida and cape North, the fouth-

ern head- land of the gulf of St. Lawrence, lies between lat. 25
and 48, and weft long. 82 and 66; and the country between
California and Nootka found, between lat. 30 and 47, and weft

long. 118 and 128, which is a diftance between 15 and 1600 miles

from north to fouth, and between 2500 and 3000 from eaft to

.weft ; fo that if we take the medium, and make an allowance for

the probable extenfion of the United States both to the northward
and fouthwardj it apjiears pretty clearly, that in a fpot upon the Mif-
fiffippi, nearly lat. 44, I think upon lake Pepin, or at i!t. An-
thony's falls, ought to be placed the permanent feat of the federal

government.

From a point lat. 44, upon the Atlantic coaft, and running

from thence a due welt line, until it ftrikes the Miffiffippi, is a

diftance of nearly 1 200 miles, and from thence to the Pacific coaft,

continuing the fame line, it is fomething more; but the difference

is immaterial, while the communications from thence would be fa-

cilitated to every part of the empire, by the peculiar advantages of
the
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Before I finifli this letter, I fhall juft enter into fome of the

minutiae of the diftance and time of defcending down the

Ohio,

the various navigable rivers that have their fources in the fame
neighbourhood. Carver has defcribed them as follows :

" The four moft capital rivers in America, i. e. the St. Lawrence,

the Miffiflippi, the river Bourbon, or Red river, and the Oragon,

have their fources in the fame neighbourhood. The waters of the

three former are within thirty miles of each other ; the latter is

farther weft.
*' This (hews that thefe parts are the higheft land in North

America ; and it is an inftance not to be paralleled on the other

three quarters of the globe, that four rivers of fuch magnitude
fhould take their rife together ; and each, after running feveral

courfes, difcharge their waters into different oceans, at the dif-

tance of 2000 miles from their fources. For in their paffage from
this fpot, to the bay of St. Lawrence eaft, to the bay of Mexico

- fouth, to Hudfon's bay north, and to the bay of the ftreights of
Annian weft, each of thefe travcrfe upwards of 2000 miles."

Beiides, the fame author has defcribed thofe places (and the"*

truth of which is fupported by the teftimony of other travellers

with whom I have converfed) as one of the moft beautiful countries

upon the earth. Thefe are his words

:

" The Mifliffippi below lake Pepin, flows with a gentle current

;

but the breadth is very uncertain, in fome places it being upwards
of a mile, in others not more than a quarter.

** This river has a range of mountains throughout the whole
v/ay, which in particular places approach near to it, in others lie at

a greater diftance.

" The land between the mountains on either fide, is generally

covered with grafs, with a few groves of trees interfperfed, near

which large droves of deer and elk are frequently feen feeding.

** In many places, pyramids of rocks appeared, refembling old

ruinous towers ; at others, amazing precipices :—and what is very

remarkable, whilft this fcene prefented itfelf on ooe fide, the op-

pofite fide of the fame mountain was covered with the fineft herb-

age, which gradually afcended to its fummit. From thence the

moft beautiful profpeft that the imagination can form opens to

your view.
" Verdant plains, fruitful meadows, numerous iflands, and all

abounding with a variety of trees that yield amazing quantities of
fruit without care or cultivation : fuch as the nut tree, the maple,

which produces fugar, vines loaded with delicious grapes, and
plum trees bending under their blooming burdens ;—but above all,

the winding river flowing gently beneath, and reaching as far as

fhe eye can extend, by turns attraft your admiration, and excite

you*
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Ohio, which will ferve for an account of all the other rivers.

Mr. JefFerfon has ftated, that " the inundations of the Ohio

begin

TOur wonder. The lake is about 20 miles long, and nearly 6 in

breadth.
*' The Miffiffippi, as far as the entrance of the river St. Croix,

about 40 miles above lake Pepin, is very full of iflands; fome of

which are of a confiderable length. On thefe alfo grow great

numbers of the fugar tree, and around them vines loaded with

grapes creeping to their very tops. From the lake a few fmali

mountains are to be feen.

" The river St. Pierre flows through a moft delightful country,

abounding with all the necefiaries cf life, which grow fpontane-

oufly ; and with a little cultivation it might be made to produce

its luxuries.

" Wild rice grows here in great abundance, and every part it

filled with trees bending under their loads of fruit ; fuch as plums,

grapes, and apples—The meadows are covered with hops and
many forts of vegetables ; while the ground is ftored with ufeful

roots ;—with angelica, fpikenard, and ground nuts as large as

hens eggs.
•' A little diftance from the river are eminences from which you

have views that cannot be exceeded for their variety and beauty ;—amidft thefe are delightful groves, and fuch amazing quantities

of the fugar tree, that they would produce fugar fufficient for any
number of inhabitants.

" A little way from the mouth of this river, on the north fide of

it, ftands a hill, one part of which, that toward the Miffiiippi, is

compofed entirely of white ftone of a foft nature. But what ap-

pears remarkable is, that the colour of it is as white as the driven

fnow. The outward part of it was crumbled by the wind and
weather into heaps of fand, of which a beautiful compofition might
be made; or, I ann cf opinion, that, when properly treated, the

flone itfclf would grow harder by time, and have a very noble effeft

in archiietfture,

** Near that branch which is termed the Marble river, is a

mountain, from whence the Indians get a fort of whetftone, out of
which they hew the bowls of their pipes. This countrj'- likewife

abounds wifh a milk-v.hite clay, of which china-ware might be
made, equal in goodncfs to the Afiatic.

*« At the falls of St. Anthony the Mifliflippi is above 250 yards

wide, and forms a molt delightful cataraft. The fall is thirty feet

perpendicular,, and the rapids below, which are about 300 yards

more, render the dcfcent confiderably greater ; fo that when
viewed at a diftance they appear to be much higher than they

really are*

< The
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begin about the laft of March, and fubiide in July. He has

written his notes on Virginia like a man of erudition, and

con-

" The country round ts extremely beautiful.—It i"- not an untn-
' terrupted plain, where the eye finds no rdief ; but it is compofed
of many gCiitle afcents, which are covered with the fined verdure,

and inter{|-)erfed with little groves, that give a pleafing variety to

the profped.
" On the whole, when the falls are included, which maybe feen

at the diftance of four miles, a more pleafing and pidurefque view
cannot, I believe, be found throughout the univerfe.

** The country, about 60 miles above the falls, to the river St.

Francis, is in fome places hilly, but without mountains ; and the

land is tolerably good. A little above this, to the north-eaft, are

a nuaiber of fmall lakes, called theThoufand Lakes;—the country

about which, though but little frequented, is the bcft within many
miles for hunting, as the hunter never fails returning loaded be-

yond his expectations. The Miffiffippi here begins to grow fmall,

it being not above 90 )^ards wide."

Other travellers agree with Carver, alfo, in faying that there is

a confiderable proportion of good land upon lake Superior and
upon Red river—They defcribe the country about lake Winnc-
peck; which lies to the north-weft of lake Superior, as very fertile;

it producing vaft quantities of rice, which grows fpontaneoufly ; and
fay, that the fugar tree grows in great plenty ; which, if true, not
only proves that the foil muil be very fruitful, as they never grow in

indifferent land ; but tiat the climate muft be confiderably more
temperate here than it is upon the Atlantic coaft 10 degrees farther

fouthward ; for I never heard of a fugar tree being feen on' the

eaftern coaft of America as far north as lat. 43''. This opink)n is

confirmed by the following remarks made by Carver :

*' I can from my own knowledge affirm, that I found the win-
ter I puffed to the weftward of the Milfiffippi far from fevere ; and
the north winds blowing on thefe countries, confiderably more
temperate than I have often experienced them to be nearer the coaft

[^meaning the Atlantic coaft] ; and that this did not arifc from an
iincertainty of the feafons, but was annually the cafe, I conclude,
both from the fmall quantity of fnow that fell, and a total difufe

of fnow fhoes by the Indians, without which none of the more eaft-

ern nations can poflibly travel during the winter."

When it is remembered, that the fettlements of the United
States have extended, in little more than a century, upwards of
600 miles back from the Atlantic, under the influence of almoft

continual Indian wars, exclufive of many other caufes which ope-
rated to retard their growth, and which are incidental to the rife

of all infant countries circuraftanced in the peculiar manner that

Ame-
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coniiderjng that he never was in this country, he has given

lach an account of it as cannot be difpleafing* to an Euro-

pean.

America was ; and that it is not only probable, but morally"ccrtain»

that the prefent ftrength of the fettlements weft of the Allegany

mountains, muft in the courfe of a very few years fecure them
from all invafion ; it appears to me to be an ohj-^ft of the greateft

importance with the prefent federal government to look forward to

a circumftance, upon which the perfcftion of their political fyftem

depends : and it is the more fo, as the prefent 3?ra of reafon puts it

an their power to extend the advantages of civilization with an acce-

lerated force, to which no period that we are acquainted with in the

annals of man, has been equally aufpicious.

This objsft has not efcaped many of our moft penetrating legif-

lators ; and perhaps the fentiment would have been general, if there

had been time, fmce our independence, for the habits of life, and

the influence of education, to be done away. But the fyftem'of the

aggrandizing commerce, which originated in Europe, had been

rranfplanted upon the fliorcs of this rontinent, arid has taken fuch

^ecp root, as in fome inftances to militate to the injury of philc-

fcphy, and the happinefs of mankind.—Hence it has happened that

the J'pirit of felfilhnefs which is the charafteriftic of prejudice,

folly, and impolicy, has fometimes betrayed its features in the de-

cifions of our union.

That this fhould have happened is not in the leaft extraordinary;

but it is to be prefumed, fmce the Europeans are beginning to

follow our example, it will give ftability to thofe wavering cha-

rafters, which will always be found among men who have not

judgment fufficient to difcover the principles of a juft policy, nor

the firmnefs to adopt them without the countenance of others ; fo

it has happened, that there have been found evil geniufes, or ig-

norance, which have reprobated the fublime and reafonable views

of the union as chimerical.

The advantages of. pence have been clearly afcertained by the

moft enlightened nations of Europe after ftruggles for dominion
that have coft them niillions of lives, and brought a lead of evils

upon themfelves, uhich nothing but Herculean ftrength would be

able to fupjv5rt : but if man has been treated hitherto as a beaft of

burden, the mod enlightened philofophers, particularly Dr. Adam
Smith, have proved thefe benefits, and the tolly of colonization.

I therefore think when wc contemplate the progrefs of reafon,

the peculiar nature of the federal government, and the fingular

circumftance of a people of one entire continent fpeaking. the fame

language, it feenis that nothing fhort of a revolution in the natural

intelleds of men, can fruftrate the defign.

I have entered into thefe minutia; by way of illufiratiug, as far

as
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pean. But, as in every thing which, has charadlerifed his

political life, his judgment in this appears fuperficial, and

his mind attached to the theory of its own fabrication. Fre-

quent rains in the latter end of the autumn produce floods in

the Ohio, and it is an uncommon feafon when one of thofe

floods does not happen before Chriftmas. If there is much

frofty weather in the uppe? parts of the country, its waters

generally remain low until they begin to thaw. But, if the

river is not frozen over (which is not very common), there

is always water fufficient for boats of any iize from Novem-

ber until May, when the waters generally begin to fublide

;

and by the middle of June, in moft feafons, they are too

low for boats above 40 tons, and thefe muft be fiat-bottomed.

The froft feldom continues fo long as the middle of Febru-

ary, and immediately upon its breaking, the river is flooded ;

this flood may in a degree fubfide, but for no length of

time ; and it is from that period until May that the boats

generally come down the river. The diftance of defcending

is in proportion to the height of the water j but the average

diftance is about 80 miles in 24 hours, and from

60 to 100 are the extremes : fo that the mean time of

going in a flat-bottomed boat from Pittfburg to the

Rapids, is between 8 and 9 days, and about 20 days

more to New Orleans : which will make a paffage from

Pittfburg to that place nearly a month. The inunda-

-tions of the Miffiffippi commence fomething later than

thofe of the Ohio ; but it is very certain tbey begin in March,

and fubfide in July. This is the moft proper time to afcend

the river, as you avoid the fhoals, have finer weather; but,

above all, when the water is high you have flronger eddies :

and with taking thefe advantagfes, and with dexterous

«s the fubjeft required, and my abilities would permit, to fliew the
advantages of the fyllem of government adopted by America ; ^nd
at the fame time to fhew that the country toward the head waters

. pf the Miffiffippi is beautiful, rich, and abounding in all the va-
lieties of nature neceflfary to fupport and embellilh a great capital.

G water-
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watermen, you may proceed 50 miles a day, which will

bring you back to the rapids of the Ohio in 40 days,

making a large allowance for contingencies.

I fliall take leave of you for the prefent, with obferving

that the fmaller rivers have no ftated periods to govern

their inundations ; but are fubjedl to be flooded by all

heavy rains, which is a great advantage to the country, as

it affords the inhabitants frequent opportunities of fending

their produce to the feveral markets upon the large rivers.

I am,

Yours, &c.

HERE the reader will not be difpleafed to fee the obferv-

ations on thefe parts in the topographical defcription

of the middle britifli colonies, &c. by T. Pownall, M. P.

late governor of MafTachufet's bay, and South Carolina,

and lieutenant governor of New-Jerfey.

/

J. HE land, fouth-weftward of Hudfon's river, may be

confidered as divided into a number of ftages. The firftO

objeft worthy regard, in this part, is a rief, or vein of rocks,

of the talky or ifinglafly kind, fome two or three, or half a

dozen miles broad ; rifing generally fome fmall matter

higher than the adjoining land ; and extending from New-

York city, fouth-wefterly by the lower falls of the rivers

Delaware, Schuylkill, Sufquehanna, Gunpowder, Patapfco,

'

Potowmac, Rapahannock, James river, and Roanoke. This

was the ancient maritime boundary of America, and forms a

very regular curve. The land between this rief and th

fea, and from the Navefink hills fouth-weftward as far as

probably to the extremity of Georgia, may be denominated

the Lower Plains, and confifts of foil waflied down fro;n

above,
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above, and fand accumulated from the ocean. Where
thefc plains are not penetrated by rivers, they are a white

iea fand, about 20 feet deep, and perfedlly barren; as no

mixture of foil conduces to enrich them. But the borders

of the rivers, which defcend from the uplands, are ren-

dered fertile by the foil waftied down with the floods, and

mixed with the fand collected from the fea *. The fub-

ftratum of fea mud, fliells, and other foreign fubftances,

is a perfed confirmation of this fappofition. And hence it

is, that for 40 or 50 miles inland, and all the way from

the Naveiinks to cape Florida, is a perfect barren, where

the wafli from the upland has not enriched the borders of

the rivers; or fome ponds and defiles have not furnilhed

proper fupport for the growth of white cedars. There is

commonly a vein of clay feaward of the ifinglafly rief, fome

3 or 4 miles wide; which is coarfe fullers earth, and

excellently fitted, with a proper portion of loam, to make

bricks of.

From this rief of rocks, over which all the rivers fall,

to that chain of broken hills, called the Blue ridge or South

mountain, there is a diftance of 50, 60, or 70 miles of very

imeven ground, rifing fenfibly as you advance further inland,

and may be denominated the Upland. This confifts of

veins of different kinds of foil and fubftrata, fome fcores of

miles in length ; and in fome places overlaid with little

ridges and chains of hills. A peculiar ftratum of foil runs

in the fame direction with the laft through this ftage. The

people of the country call it red fhell land. It appears to

* The country in general bordering upon the coaft in this dif-

tance does certainly agree with this defcription, but weftwardly

from the coaft, and within the diftance of 40 or 50 miles, there are

large bodies of itrong found land, pleafingly diverfified with hill

and dale, and free irotn any adventitious materials, whether

brought by the floodyfrom the higher country, or fuperinduced

by or depofited from tl\e Tea.

—

Edit.

G 2 me
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liie to be a fpecies of red marl ; althongh where it is dug np,

or turned up with the plough, it rifes in flaty lamina, and

feems ftony, yet it foon difTolves in the air, and is excellent

wheat land. When it has been tilled for many years, fo

that it begins to fail in fertility, if the hufbandman fets his

plough a little deeper, fo as to turn up a frefh layer, this,

mixed with the old worn top, gives frefh power of vegeta-

tion to it.

The firft place in which this ftratum appears, as far as I

have been able to learn, is in the Red mountains, weft of

Winnipiffiocket lake : as running in a vein, the firft ap-

pearance of it is on the weft fide of the range of mountains

which run on the eaft fide of Connecticut river, and be-

ginning at Hertford, runs lo miles foutli-weft to Farming-

ton, then 6 miles weft to Penthorn, then fouth-weft to the

mountains. It appears again in New-Jerfey, at Schuyler'*

mines, runs thence to Brunfwick, and fpreading goes acrofs

the Jerfeys, over the high ridge on which Prince-town

ftands. I am told it continues in the fame general direction

acrofs Pennfylvania, but I had not the means of purfuing it.

Limeftone is found almoft everywhere in the upper parts

of this ftage, and it is the general dreffing that the hufband-

men ufe.

To the northward of Newark in New-Jerfey, is found an

exceeding good fireftone, which ftands well.

The foapftone is found about the Delaware river j and

the aftjeftos in many parts of this ftage.

There are in New-Jerfey two copper mines, one at col.

Schuyler's on the Paflaick^ river, a very fruitful one of rich

ore j the water obftrufted the working of it for feme time r

a worfe perplexity about the title fince his death has flopped

its being worked. It was faid that there was filver mixed in

with this ore ; it certainly fold as ore at a great price. Tiic

other is at Mr. Stevens' on the upper part of the Raritan.

Now and then little grains of native pure gold are found in

this
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this ore; I have had fome of it. This fold for <5ol. and 62I.

fterling a ton in iTSAt Schyler's for above 70I, fterling.

I have not heard of any lead any where as yet found on

the fouth or eaft fide of the mountains ; there are feveral

appearances of it on the weft fide. The French worked a

lead mine in the Illinois country.

The declivity of the whole gives rapidity to the ftreams

;

and our violent gufts of rain have waftied it all into gullies,

and carried down the foil to enrich the borders of the rivers

in the lower plains. Thefe inequalities render half the

country not eafily capable of culture, and impoverifh it,

where torn up with the plough, by daily walhing away the

richer mould that covers the furface.

The South * mountain is not in ridges like the Endlefs

mountains, but in fmall, broken, fteep, ftony hills; nor

docs it run with fo m uch regularity. Infome places it gra-

dually degenerates to nothing, not to appear again for fome

miles, and in others fpreads feveral miles in breadth. It

runs in more regular ridges through Virginia under the

I'
name of the Blue ridge. Pignut, and South mountain ; after

p it has pafled Maryland, it fpreads in more regular hills, the

north ridges of which trending north for about 13 miles

approach near to the Kittatinny ridge ; but refuming again

the main courfe, the hills of this mountain range along

between Yellow breaches and Conawegy creeks to the river

Sufquehanna oppofite to the mouth of Swataro creek, and

continue north-eaft, under the names of the Flyingf and Oley

hills, through Pennfylvania to the Delaware : its fouthern

ridge runs off eaft-north-eaft by Hanover to Sufquehanna,

where Pequa creek falls into it, and thence to Trenton. In

New-Jerfey the northern hills narrow and rife again into the

form of a ridge, and is called Mefcapetcung ; and in New-

* This mountain, in its feveral ridges as it croffps New-Jerfey,

Pennfylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, fo abounds with iron ore

that it might not improperly be called the Iron Mountain.

f So called from the innumerable flights of turkics on them.

G 3 York
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York the Higljlands. Between this range and the Kitta-

tinny mountains, as they run through Pennfylvania, lies the

vale of Talpahockin, one of the great rich vales of Pennfyl-

vania. In New-Jerfey and New-York almoft the whole vale

is a great fwamp or drowned lands. Money alone has been

wanting for the general draining of thefe lands. Whenever

they are drained, this trait will become one of the richeftr

in America. The fouthern part, as it pafles through New-

Jerfey, is elevated upland, but not ranges of hills. Among

the hills into which this mountain fpreads itfelf, between

the Sufquehanna and Schuylkill rivers, to a breadth from 15

to 30 miles, run feveral vallics. A fucceflion of fuch, di-

vided from each other by little, hilly branchings of the main

hills, run from Wright*s ferry on the Sufquehanna to the

Swedes ford near Norriton on the Schuylkill, fome 2

miles broad, fome more. The lands are of a limeftone good

farming foil. Every farmer has a limekiln for the drefhng

of his land, and they raife a great deal of wheat. The fides

pf the hills are covered with woods : the timber in general

oak, chefnut, and hickory. The firft valley which the road

from Philadelphia to Lancafter pafles through runs from the

Swedes ford to the middle branch of Brandywine creek,

and is about two miles wide : hence the road runs flanting

over 3 afcents and 3 rivulets about 13 miles, and comes

to a fecond valley which runs along the fouth fide of

the range called Welfh mountains to Lancafter : whence it

continues in a bofom of gently fwelling hills to Wright's

ferry on the Sufquehanna. Thefe fucceflions of vallies ap-

peared to me as I rode along' them the moft charming of

landfcapes. The bottoms of the vales were full of cultured

farms, with houfes, fuch as yeomanry, not tenants, live in

:

thefe were bufked up with gardens, and with peach and

apple orchards all round them, and with every convenience

and enjoyment that property and plenty could give to peace

and liberty. My heart felt an overflowing of benevolence

at
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at the fight of fomuch and fuch real happinefs. Between the

South mountain and the higher chain of the Endlefs moun-

tains (often for diflinftion called the North mountain, and in

fome places the Kittatinny, and Pequilin), is a valley of

pretty even good land, fome 8, 10, or 20 miles wide, which

is the moft conliderable quantity of valuable land the Eng-

liih are poflefled of ; and runs through New-Jerfey, Penn-

iylvania, Maryland, and Virginia. It has yet obtained no

general name, but may properly enough be called Piemont,

from its iltuation. Befides conveniences always attending

good land, this valley is everywhere enriched with lime-

ftone..

On the eaft fide of the mountains, next the european

fettleraents, there are fome *, but very few, and thofe thin

beds of coal : there are fome brackifli licks or fprings, but

no fait fprings. On the weft fide, both thefe abound every-

where.

The Endlefs mountains, fo called from a tranflation of the

Indian name bearing that fignlfication, come next in order.

They are not confufedly fcattered, and in lofty peaks over-

topping one another, but ftretch in long uniform ridges,

fcarce half a mile perpendicular in any place above the in-

termediate vallies. Their name is expreflive of their extent,

though, no doubt, not in a literal fenfe. In fome places, as

the head of Roanoke, the traveller would be induced to

imagine he had found their end, but let him look a little

on, and he will find them again fpread in new branches, of

no lefs extent than what firft prefented themfelves. The

further chain, or Allegany ridge of mountains, keeps moftly

on a parallel with the ifinglafly rief, and terminates in a

rough ftony piece of ground at the head of Roanoke and

New river. The more eafterly chains, as they run further

fouthward, trend alfo more and more wefterlyj which is

the reafon that the Upland and Piemont valley arc fo much

• One at the falls of James mcr.
G 4 wider
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wider in Virginia than farther northward. This fouth-

wefterly trendiHg of the hither chains brings them to meet

the Allegany mountain, and in feveral places to interfeft it,

and form new feries of mountains ; as is the cafe, I bejieve,

of the Ouafloto.

They certainly do end to the northward and north-eaft,

at the Kiats Kill mountains, and at the Brimftone and

Oneida ridge, which lie fouth of Mohawks river. The'

triangular mountainous tract of Couchfackrage, lying be-

tween the Mohawks and St. Lawrence rivers and lake

Champlin, and the range of mountains on the eaft fide

Hudfon river, are diftinft and different ranges of country.

There are many chains of the Endlefs mountains ; and

fo far as we are acquainted with them, we obferve that each-

chain confifts of a particular kind of ftone, and each

different from the reft : which differences continue for their

whole extent, as far as I can learn. When I croffed them

I was not apprehenfive of this, and omitted enumerating

their fpecies. Some of the chains are fingle narrow ridges,

as the Kittatinny, fome fpread 2 or 3 miles broad on

the top ; fome fteep on one fide, and extending with a long

flope on the other: and the fteeper they are, the more

rocky ; but they are everywhere woody where there is foil

proper and fufEcient to fupport the trees. Towards the

further chains north-eaftward, the mountains confilt of rich

land, and in fome places are but as large broad banks,

which take 2 or 3 miles to crofs.

Many of thefe chains confift of feveral ridges, one main

ridge, and a number of leffer ones, and fometimes with

irregular hills at their foot in the vale. Where any of thofe

chains fo fpread, they meet and fometimes crofs each other:

fometimes leffer branches or fpurs fiaoot out from the

main ridges, and thefe alfo generally end by irregular hills.

In the way to Ohio, by Franks Town, after you are paft

the Allegany mountain, the ground is rough in many places,

and
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and cont'mues fo to the river. Hereabouts the Laurel hill

fprings from the mountain, and continues, though not

large, in a very regular chain, I believe, to the Ouafioto

mountain. For though the Allegany mountain is the moft

wefterly, on the weft branch of Sufquehanna, it is far from,

being fo, back of Virginia. :

Except the further ridges, as juft now mentioned, there

is but little good land in the mountains 5 to be fure not one

tenth part is capable of culture } and what fmall matter is fo'

confifts of extreme rich foil, in lawns, on the river edges,

being fo much rich mud fubfided there ; and com-

monly gathered above falls, formerly in drowned land, and

now drained by the rivers wearing channels through the

rocks, which, like dams, held up the waters at each refpec*«

tive fall.

Amidft the detail of thefe dry defcriptions, it may perhaps

relieve and amufe the reader to infert here fome obferva-

tions and opinions extradted from Mr. Evans's Journal *.

** The ftones in all parts of thefe mountains are full of

fea fhells : it is not in the loofe ftones fcattered through

the vales that thefe fhells abound only, but they are

found at the tops of the mountains alfo. I faw fome mixed

with the rocky bafe of a high mountain ; in Wifhoochon

creek I found a foft ftone 5 or 6 feet long, as fldl of all

forts of (hells as if they were kneaded into a lump of brown

clay i there was all the variety that could be imagined, and

many that had never before come under my obfervation,

many, that I could not imagine to exift in nature as the fhells

of any animal, particularly a large efcalop with corbels, as

fine as thofe of cockles. I was almoft difpofed to pronounce

this a lufus naturae, but I have fince found that fort of fhell,

* Mr. Lewis Evans, to whom the indian tra^^ers gave an account

of the country now called Kentucky, many eais before its fetde-

mcnt, and who publilhed his firft map of it as early as 1 752.

and
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and many other of the forts which I faw here, in a bed of

foil more than 30 feet under ground in Virginia *, The ob-

fervations alfo which I had an opportunity of making at

Moor's mill near London Town, in Maryland, fhewed me
how ill imagined any fuch idea was. This place is not far

from the fea-lide, the earth had been dug from an adjoining

bank for a mill-dam; at the top I found the ihells mixed with

a loofe fand ; at 3 or 4 feet deep they were inclofed in

a fandy clay ; and at 4 or 5 feet deeper, the clay was

gradually hardened into a loofe kind of ftone, in which

were mixed (hells, many refembling the f^>ecimens which

we had before obferved in the mountains. This inftance of

the foil hardening by degrees from a loofe fand to an in-

different ftone in the fpace of 8 or 10 feet, where there

could be no doubt but that the fhells were genuine, and

where the fhells were actually of the fame fort as thofe

which I had obferved in the mountains, convinced me that

thofe {hells of the mountains were real, and had been mixed

with and finally incrufted in the ftones where they were

* This defcription of the (hells in thefe high mountains is very

philofophically and clearly accounted for by Mr. BufFbn, in hi«

Theory of the Earth.

I am convinced that the works of Buffbn and Evans were equally

unknown to each other.—Evans, like a good chriftian, but a bad
raturalift, has been forced to call in the miraculous tale of the

deluge, to account for this very natural appearance. Kilkenny
marble is full of fmall conchx and other fhells. Some years

ago, I took an old grave-ftone, that had Iain in a horizontal

pofition for fome hundreds of years, in the chancel of a country

church in Suffolk; it was a blue granite marble ; and placed

it as an hearth in my kitchen, and burnt wood on it many years

;

it was 6 inches thick. When f removed it, to have a modern
wind up coal-range fixed in its place, I obferved it broken into

fcvcral pieces by the fire, and flinging logs of wood on it : it

then appeared to me to be a mere concretion of fhells : I tried

feveral pieces of them, and they all fermented in common vinegar,

and diffolved in a ftronger acid : thoufands of the fhells were as

complete as to form, although burned, as if they had juft been
gathered on the fda-fhore,

—

Edit.

found,
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found, by the fame procefs as here appeared In its feveral

gradations.

«< Various fyftems and theories of the prefent earth have

been devifed in order to account for this phsenomenon. One

fyftem fuppofes that the whole of this continent, the higheft

mountains themfelves, as they now appear, were formerly

but one large plain, inclining with a conliderable flant to-

wards the fea; that this has been worn into its prefent

appearance of ridges, with vales between them, by the rains

of the heavens and waters of the earth wafliing away the

foil from the upper parts, and carrying it down to feawards:

that the foil thus carried down and lodged in various places

hath in a feries of ages formed the lower plains of the

Jerfeys, Pennfylvania, Maryland, Virginia, and the Caro-

linas. The moft material arguments to fupport this hypo-

thefis are, that the very tops of the mountains on the

weftem fide, though much higher than thofe bordering on

the englifli pale, confift yet of extraordinary rich land, but

that towards our fide the foil of the very vales as well as of

the mountains is thin and fi:ony, and the rock almoft bare,

as if the earth had been fwept away off from them. The

downfall of w;aters from the melting of the fnow, the rains,

and the fwollen fprings, is fuch among the mountains, and

the difcharge from thence fo great, that the freflies on the

Sufquehanna river, where it is a mile broad, rife 20 feet,

though they are difcharged with a violent and precipitate

current. Thefe frefhes carry down with them immenfe

quantities of foil which they begin to drop as the velocity of

their courfe flackens in gliding over the lower plains, and

which they finally lodge in bars and iflands at the mouths

of the rivers where they meet the fea *. Thus have been

many

• I will here tranfcribe an extradt from a letter of monfieur

Vaudreuil, the governor of Louifiaua, dated Seprember 28, 1752.
" There is infinite diflSculty," fays he, "in fettling towards the mouth
of the river Miffiflippi, en acccuiu of the immenfe expence in

banking
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many very extciVive countries formed at the mouths of all

the great rivers in the world, and thus at the feveral mouths

of the many great rivers ranging fo near one another along

this coaft may that long-continued range of flat country,

which is herein before called the lower plains, be formed.

And if we fuppofe this operation to have begun immediately

at the carrying off of the waters of the deluge, when the

earth was in a ftatc of fluidity, and to have continued in

operation ever fince, the effects will not appear more than

natural. This hypothefis accounts for all the appearances

which are obferved, and all the peculiarities which arc

found on the lower plains of America, fuch as the nature

of the different layers of ftrata of which they confift, for

the fea fhells and fifh bones being found at 30 and 40 feet

deep and probably deeper, if examined for the various logs,

and efpecially for the cedar fwamps and pine bogs, whick

are perfeft mines of timber.

** But we mull have recourfe to feme other explanation,

in order to account for the fituation of the ihells on the tops

of the mountains.

" It is eafy to fhew the earth and fea may aflume one

another's places ; but pofitively to alTert how that hath ac-

tually happened in times pafl:, is hazardous ; we know

what an immenfe body of water is contained in the great

lakes at the top of the country, and that this is dammed

and held up by ridges of rocks : let us fuppofe thefe ridges

broken down by any natural accident, or that in a long courfc

of ages a pafTage may be worn through them, the fpace oc-

cupied by the water would be drained : this part of Ameri-

ca, difburdened of fuch a load of waters, would of courfe

rife, as the immediate effeft of the fliifting of the centre of

gravity in the globe at once or by degrees, much or little,

banking againft the inundations of the fea and lanil floods. I am
againft fettling it as yet; and for waiting until the ground be more
and more raifed by the accretion of foil ; as it hath been 3 feet in

the fpacc of I 5 years."

accord-
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accordingly as the operation of fuch event had cffeft on that

centre. The direftly oj^ofite part of the earth would, as part

of the fame effeft, fink and become depreffed, and liable to

be deluged without any apparent reafon difcoverable in thofc

parts for fuch a change. There is no doubt but that many

fuch accidents have happened in the world before it became

fettled in its prefent condition and ftate. That there have

happened fome fuch accidents, by which the general body

of the land of America hath been raifed, we have reafon to

colleft from the Chinefe chorography, called Quang-yn-ki,

which defcribes TfuaolTanas in Corea, which is now divided

from it by the gulf Leao Tong, where the fea has encroached

fo much that the mountain Kiefhefhang, which was for-

merly part of the continent, is now near 500 leagues off at

fea"*. If the land of China became thus much depreffed by

the change of the centre of gravity of the earth, thofe parts

of America which lie. nearly in an oppofite meridian would

be equally raifed. No doubt many partial deluges have

happened from fuch caufes, the reafon of which, for want

of knowledge in what had paffed on the oppofite fide of

the globe, could never be explained. Some fuch change*

may have come gradually, and advanced by fuch flow de-

grees, as that in a period of a few ages would not be per-

ceptible ; hiftory therefore could take no notice of them.

" We know from obfervation how much higher the At-

lantic ocean is than the Pacific, and how it is piled up

againfl: the american coaft on the weftem ftiore of the gulf

of Mexico, driven thither by the trade winds and attraftion

of the moon and fun. Let us fuppofe it pofiible that a

paffage might be forced through the ifthmus of Darien or

fome other part of America between the tropics 5 thefe waters

then would pour down from this height, and bfe difcharged

through this paffage, inftead of running back through the

* Buffon handles this very fubjeft in a mafterly manner in his

Theory of the Earth.

—

Edit.

gtilf
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gulf of Florida j the height of the Atlantic would be lower

between the tropics, and the level of the Pacific ocean

would rife ; the centre of gravity of the earth would fhift,

and there would be few places on the earth but what would

perceive the efFedV, although none would be able to conceive

the caufe, that did not know the particular event of this

f pafTage being opened." Suppofe now that the Bahama and

Caribbee iflands were once (which they certainly appear to

be) an ifthmus (like that of Darien), the continuation of the

Apalachian mountains and the Al-a-Bah'ma country ; that

what is now the gulf of Mexico was a moft extenfive plain,

and that fome fuch accident as is above fuppofed did a^lually

happen by the breaking of the fea through this chain of

land into this plain now the great gulf, that part of the

globe aftually becoming deprefled, the oppofite point would

be raifed. " I have mentioned," fays Evans, " thefe different

fyflems as they occurred to me on viewing the various phe-

nomena which meet our eye in the mountains, for the in-

formation of thofe who are curious in inquiring into the

fyftem of our world ; but I have neither purfued the invefti-

gation with that attention, nor explained them with that

clofenefs of reafoning, which I might have done had I been

interefted about them : I fliall therefore beg the reader to

make choice of that hypothefis which he likes beft and thinks

moft probable j for my own part I can conclude on neither

fingly." The editor * here will take up the fubjeft where

Lewis Evans has left it, and add one more hypothefis or

theopy to the many with which the learned have been

amufed.

Viewing this earth as it is, not as learned theorifls fuppofe

it fhould have been or was at firft made ; examining with

attentive inveftigation of fafts, the aftual ftatc of its ex-

iftence ; analyfing the operations which heat and

moifture, vegetation, corruption, and a continued procefs

* Governor Pownall.

of
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of exflccation have on it, in its ordinary courfe of exiftence i

viewing the effe^ls of earthquakes and volcanoes ; I am led,

by a combination of all the ideas which thefe objeffcs offer,

up to that ftate of this globe which I conceive to be its

original ftate; and from thence I can, as I penuade myfelf,

trace it through every progrefs of its changing exiftence.

From the manner in which the land has been continually

increafing upon the waters of the globe from its firft appear-

ance, I traced back my ideas to the viewing it in the firft

ftage of its exiftence as a mere globe of mud : that as the

earthy parts fubfided and began to concrete into fand, or

clay, or ftone ; this globe, then an aqueous planet, was the

proper habitation for the inhabitants of that element only

:

that in time as the planet, in the natural and ordinary ope-

rations of the power of nature direfted by the great Creator,

dried, the land appeared ; and as foon as it was thus

emerged above the face of the waters began to vegetate :

that fuch animals then, as the advancing vegetation became

a proper habitation for, were created and came into being

;

the fowls of the air firft, and every creeping thing, and

the beafts of the field in the next progrefs : that when this

earth had advanced fo forward in the melioration of being as

to become a proper feat and habitation for man, then, in this

laft ftate of the planet, the human race was brought into

being ; at firft, a mere fylvan animal of the woods. Having

thus purfued this theory * (for I call it no other now, though

I think I could evince to the contrary) by the analyfis and

combination of my philofophic ideas, I proceed to examine

it by the actual account which our holy fcripture gives us

of it.

I find therein that the firft ftage of this globe is there

* It is more than mere theory, it is pofitive faft.— Every

naturalift and philofopher in Europe adopts this faft or theory,

call it as vou pleafe : he cannot, and dares not, except in contra-

diction to his reafon and fenfes, adopt any other theory.

—

Edit,
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defcribed juft as my ideas led me to conceive of it : there

was a firmament in the midft of the waters, which divided

the waters from the waters, thofe which were under the fir-

mament, and thofe which were above it ; the latter were

called the heavens, the former were this planet. 1 he next

progrefs of creation was the exficcation of this aqueous pla-

net,, fo that dry land appeared, and was called earth. The

next is, that the earth began to Vegetate grafs firft, fhrubs

next, and trees next, whofe feed were in themfelves. As

thefe waters and this earth were prepared for reception and

fuftenance of their refpeftive inhabitants, the waters brought

forth abundantly the moving creature that hath life ; the

fowl alfo multiplied, and every creeping thing on the earth ;

the bead next after his kind. The laft ftage of this pro-

cefs the Divine Creator allotted to the production of man,

to whom he gave every herb bearing feed, and every tree in

which is fruit, to be to him for meat. He dwelt in a para-

dife, and did not work the land ; nor gain his food by the

fweat of his brow. That was (as we are taught) a curfe

which he afterwards entailed upon himfelf, through an am-

bition of being wife above what was ordained for him. Thus

fay the Indians, that we land-workers take a deal of pawns

to rpoil a good world.

That the literal ftyle of the apologue defcribes the pro-

cefs of the advancing exiftence of this planet and its inha-

bitants by a fexies of days *, and that my idea muft fuppofe

a fcries of ages, makes no difference -, the procefs is the fame :

a myriad of years in the fight of God are but as one day. As,

according to this idea of mine, the waters muft naturally,

+ I am told that the word ufed in the original fignifies not days
but periods.

—

Pown. This it certainly does; and confequently
the ancient Egyptians, from whom Mofcs took his incomplete ac-
count of the creation of the world, were mailers of more real phy-
fical knowledge, than the modems are willing to allow them.

—

Edit,

and
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and as, accordi ig to the ac ount in pur holy fcrlptnre, they

did a£lually cover the whole of the globe before the earth

appeared
J
and as its appearance was gradually by a natural

ieparation, I never was furprifed, or thought it any extraor-

dinary circumftance which required the fuppofition of fome

extraordinary caufe to account for it, that (hells and marine

jQceletons fliould be found on the higheft mountains: 1 fhould

think it extraordinary, and rather be furprifed, if they were

not. If you will truft natare or believe the fcriptures, you

will find that they have been from the creation, and are a

proof, not of the deluge, but of the truth of the philofo-

phic account of the creation given in the book of Genefis

[and in the book of nature].

But to return* from this digreffion of amufement and

fpeculation to bufinefs:— the analyfis proceeds to defcrlbe the

fifth or upper ftage which lies north-weft on the back of

the weftern divifion. The northern part of this may be

confidered as one great level plain continuing as yet in

its original ftate f. Although it is the moft elevated traft at

the top of all this country, yet it is occupied by a mafs of

waters which lies on its face in five great lakes ; the lands

and country bordering on thefe lakes flope gently towards,

and many ftreams run hence into, them ;|.

Ontario or Cataraqui, or the beautiful lake, is a mafs of

frefh water, very deep, and has a moderate fteep bank and

gravelly fhore along the fouth fide: the rivers which fall

into it are apt to be fometimes barred at the entrances.

This, iike the Mediterranean, the Cafpian, and other large

invafated waters, has a fmall rlfing and falling of the water

like tides, fome 12 or 18 inches perpendicular |], occafionedby

• * The refle(fling reader will perhaps be forry he has returned fo

foon.

—

Edit.
t Vide memoir prefented to the duke of Cumberland, appendix

to adminiftratlon of the colon'es.

i The parts here defcribed are not pretended to be laid down ac-

curately. Future difcoveries will give local precifion. We here

only mean to exhibit a Iketch, not a plan.

I Partially alfo as the wind fets.

H the
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the changes in the ftate of the atmofphere ; rifing higher, as

the vreight of the incumbent air is kfs, and falling, as it be-

comes greater, it cannot be otherwife. This lake is beft

fitted for the paflage of batteaux and canoes, along the foutli

fide, the other having feveral rocks near the furface of the

water j but the middle is everywhere fafe for ftiipping. The

fnow is deeper on the fouth fide of this lafee than any other

place in thefe parts ; but the lake does not freeze in the fe-

vereft winter out of fight of land. The ftreight of Oghnia-

gara, between the lake Ontario and Erie, is eafily pafiable

fome 5 or 6 miles with any fhips, or lo miles in all with.

canoes j then you are obliged to make a portage up three

pretty fharp hills about 8 miles, where there is now cut

a jM^etty good cartway. This portage is made to avoid that

ftupendous fall of Oghniagara *, which in one place precipiTi

tates headlong 25 or 26 fathoms, and continues for 6

7 miles more to tumble in little falls, and run with in*

conceivable rapi4ity. And indeed the ftreight for a mile or

two is fo rapid above the fall, that it is not fafe venturing

near it. They embark again at the fiftiing battery, anc

thence to lake Erie it is 18 miles, and the ftream fo fwift,

that the ftifFeft gale is fcarce fufBcient to ftem it in a fliip

but it is eafily pafied in canoes, where the current here, aa

in all other places, is lefs rapid along the ihore.

This ocean of waters has but one embouchure through

the Canada river, and the ifilie of it is a ftream which bears

no proportion to the immeafurable mafs of waters, Thefc

li^es are found to have retired from parts which feem to

have been their former fhores, and decreafe. There may

be, in the courfe of nature, accidents which may lay fome

of thefe lakes quite dry, when they would become great

plains or vallies.

The fouthern parts of this upper ftagc lie as one extenfive|

broad bofom of a vale more than 1500 miles long, contain-

* Vide Peter Calm's account of it, publiflied 'at the end o|

Bartram'8 journah

ins
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ing a t^rildernefs of waters, which all 'fall into and drain

through the channel of the river MefTachibee, or Miffiffippi,

which fignifies the father of rivers, into the gulf of

Mexico ; the eaft fide of this great vale defcends from the

Endlefs mountains in gently fwelling hills : the^parts of this

country to the north-eaft of the Kilkamenltas creek were,

when the firft edition of my map was publifhed, very little

known ; nor can I learn that they are much more at prefent,

unlefs to fome land-jobbers, whofe intereft it is to keep their

knowledge fecret. I have however an opportunity of giving

the reader a pretty accurate account of that part of it which

is contained between the Ohio river and the Allegany moun-

tains on the north-weft and fouth-eaft, and the Mononga-

hela and Great Kanhaway rivers north-eaft and fouth-weft. •

I extract it from the journal of a fecond tour made by Mr.

Gift in 1761, for the exprefs purpofe of examining thefe

lands.

To begin with the Youghiogeny and its branches : the

vallies on the branches or fprings which form the middle

forks, are but narrow at its head ; but there are about

2000 acres of good farming land on the hills about the

largeft branch. As one approaches Laurel hill;, the under-

growth towards and over this hill is fo abundant in laurel

thickets, that the traveller muft cut his way through them ;

the lands of the country through which the Youghiogeny

runs are broken and ftony, but rich and well timbered ; in

fome parts, as on a creek called Laurel creek, rocky a^d

mountainous.

From the mountains to Monongahela, about 15 miles in

the line of Gift's route *, the firft 5 miles are good level

* Gift gives us his courfe by the compafs, and his diftance as

well as he could compute, on each tack. He was an old wood-
man or furveyor, and could give from computation nearly the dif-

tance run : his corcpafs fhewed him the angles, and when he came
to any very remarkable fpot, he correfted his computation by an
obfcrvation.

—

Edit.
H 2 farming
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farming land with fine meadows j the timber, white oak and

hickory. The fame kind of land holds fouth to the upper

branches or forks of this river lo miles, and about the

fame diftance north to where the Youghiogeny falls into it •,

the lands for about 8 miles along the fame courfe of the

river on each lide, though hilly, are richer and better tim-

bered
J the growth walnuts, locuft, poplars, and fugar trees

or fweet maple. The bottoms or intervals by the river fide

are about i mile wide, in fome places 2 miles. For fe-

veral miles more down the river on the eaft fide the inter-

vals are very rich, and a mile wide : the upland, which he

examined for 8 or lo miles eaft, extraordinary rich and

well timbered. The intervals on the weft fide are not above

100 yards wide ; the upland on this fide the river, both up

and down it, rich foil and full of the fugar tree.

He next examined the lands in feveral courfes, forming,

to fpeak generally, a fouth-weft courfe, firft" up by fome

branches of the Monongahela, and then acrofs the heads of

feveral rivers which run into the Ohio till he ftruck the

Great Kanhaway river : he found the land in general hilly

but rich, rocky in fome places, yet not poor ; the timber,

walnut, afli, and fugar trees. The intervals on the borders

of the creeks in fome places 200 yards, in others a quarter

of a mile broad. When he came within about 2 1 miles of

the Kanhav/ay, he crofied over a high ridge of pine land^

which was but poor foil ; but defcending thence, the land be-

came pretty much the fame as before.

The Kanhaway 79 poles wide ; the intervals on its bor-

,ders a mile wide and very rich ; further up the river a mile

and half wide, and full of lofty timber.

He went from the Kanhaway on a weft-north-weft courfe

or . thereabout to the Ohio, and returned up the fouth-fiaft

fide of that river by a north-eaft courfe by Lc Fort's creek

;

Little Kanhaway, or Buffalo creek ; Fiihing or Nawmifllppi

creek j Wecling creek ; and the two upper creeks, and

thence
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thence eaft and fouth-eaft to his old camp on the Monon-

gahela. The borders or intervals on the Ohio a mile, and

in fome places a mile and half wide ; the land rich and

good, but the upland in general broken hilly land. He met

with coal in fome places. He examined the land up the

creeks, as thefe, which we fhould think great rivers, are

called, and found the face of the country the fame, rich in-

tervals and good farming land on the uplands. This whole

country abounds with game, as bear, elk, deer, turkies,

and in one place he killed a black fox.

This country is now fettling faft, and will foon be better

known.

The triangular traft of land at the head of this great vale,

and between the Miffiffippi, the Ohio, and lake Erie (as

that lake is vulgarly called), the ciauntry of the Illinois, is the

fineft fpot of earth upon the globe *, fwelling with moderate

hills, but no mountains, watered by the linefl rivers, and of

the mofl: delightful climate ; the foil, as appears from the

woods with which it is clothed, is of the moft abundant

fruitfiilnefs in vegetation. It abounds with coal ; and there

are multitudes of fait fprings in all parts of it. There are

mines of iron, copper, and lead. Wild rye grows here

alfo fpontaneoufly.

" The pafs through the mountains from Pennfylvania,

by Shamokin to Onondaga and Ofwego, is from my own

obfervations, and well deferves regard + ; becaufe I had a

pretty good inftrument for obferving the latitude, and mi-

nutely noted all our courfes, and am well accuftomed to

form a judgment of travelling diftance. Mr. William

Franklin's journal to Ohio has been my principal help in af_

certaining the longitude of the fork of Ohio and Mononga-

hela ; but however I muft not omit mentioning that the la-

" titude of this fork is laid down from the obfervation of

* It is plain the Kentucky country was not known at the time

this was written.

—

Edit,
f A$ laid down in his map.

H 3
colonel
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colonel Fry, and is at Icaft lo miles more northerly that I

would otherwife have thought it was. The river from

hence downward is agreed by all who have gone down it, to

be in general pretty ftraight, nor *can its curves be indeed

confiderable where it is confined in a manner by a chain of

little hills, from the laft mentioned fork to lo miles below

the falls. Mr. Jofeph Dobfon gave me an account of the

diftances from creek to creek as they fall in, and of the

iflands, rifis, and falls all the way from the fork to Scioto

;

and Mr. Alexander Maginty and Mr. Alexander Lowry

gave me the reft to the falls, as well as confirmed the

others. The river from the fork upwards is moftly from

Mr. John Davifon ; but that part from, Canawagy. to the

head is entirely by guefs, for I have no other information of

it, than that it heads with the Cayuga branch of Sufque-

hanna. The routes acrofs the country, as well as the fitua-

tion of Indian villages, trading-places, the creeks that fall

into lake Erie, ind other aQ^airs relating to Ohio apd its

branches, are from a great number of informations of

traders and others, and efpecially of a very intelligent

Indian called the Eagle, who had a good notion of diti

tances, bearings, and delineating." Indeed all the Indians

have this knowledge to a very great degree -of praftical pur-

pofe. They are very attentive to the pofitions of the fun

and flars, and on their lakes can fteer their courfe by them.

The different afpedls which the hills exhibit on the north

fide, from that which the fouth has imprefled on their eyes,

fuggeft, habitually, at the moment, in every fpot, an almoft

intuitive knowledge of the quarters of the heavens which w^
mechanically, mark by the compafs. This, at the firft blufh,

may appear incredible to fome ; but it may be explained

even to the moft incredulous *. Can any, the moft inat-

* Every wocdman or wood-feller in England will point out the

card-nal points at the bare infpeftion of any tree in the middle of a

foreft or grove, even if he be brought into it, blindfolded,

—

Edit.

tentive
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tcntive obferver, be at a lofs to pronounce, in a moment,

which is the north or fouth ffde of any building in the

country ? The fame difference between the fouth or north

afpeit of a mountain or hill, or even a tree, is equally ftrik-

ing to the attention of an Indian i and is much more

ftrongly marked by that accuracy with which he views thefe

objedls ; he fees it inftantly, and has, from habit, this im-

preffion continually on his mind's eye, and will mark his

courfes as he runs, more readily than moft travellers who

fteer by the compafs. The ranges of the mountains, the

courfes of the rivers, the bearings of the peaks, the knobs

and gaps in the mountains, are all land-marks, and pidlure

the face of the country on his mind. The habit of travel-
^

ling marks to him the diftances ; and he will exprefs accu-

rately from thefe diftinft impreffions, by drawing on the

fand a map which would fhame many a thing called a ftir-

vey. When I have been among th6m at Albany, and in-

quiring of them about the country, I have fat and feen them

draw fuch *. " The fituation of Detroit is chiefly deter-

mined by the computation of its diftance from Fort Niagara

by Mr. Maginty, and its bearing and diftance from the

mouth of Sandulky.

« I muft not omit my acknowledgment," fays Mr. Evans,

" to Mr. William Weft for feveral valuable notes about

Potowmac, the forks of Ohio, and parts adjacent ; nor to

Richard Peters, efq. for the great cheerfulnefs he affifted

me with in this compofition. As for the branches of Ohio,

which head in the new Virginia f, I am particularly obliged

to Dr. Thomas Walker, for the intelligence of what names

they bear, and what rivers they fall into northward and

weftward ; but this gentleman being on a journey when I

happened to fee him, had not his notes, whereby he might

* This is a well-known faft.

—

Edit.
+ So called fdr diftinftion fake ; that part of Virginia fouth-eaft

of ttie Ouafioto mountains, and on the braoches of Green Briar,

New river, and Holfton river.

H 4 other-
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otherwifc have rendered thofe parts more perfeft. But the

particulars of thefe, and many other articles relating to the

fituation of places, I muft defer till I deliver an account of

the feveral rivers and creeks, their navigation, portages, and

lands thereon,

A brief Defcrtption of the mojl conjtderahle Rivers

in the Western Division.

** The face of the country, as already reprefented, deter-

mines the nature of the rivers. The flat country (or lower

plains) which lies between the falls and the fea, is every-

where interwoven with the moft beautiful bays, rivers, and

creeks, navigable for all forts of veffels ; and is the reafon

of fo many fine creeks fpreading on every fide, from the

bays of Chefopeak and Delaware : for, as the land has no

declivity, the flux and reflux of the fea contribute to fo wide

extended navigation. All the creeks on Delaware, the

verges of the founds, which extend along the fea-coafV, and

feme creeks in Virginia, and towards the head of Chefopeak

on the wefl lidc, are bordered with fait marlhes, fome a

mile or two wide. The firft fettlcrs of America, for the

fake of the grafs for the winter fupport of their cattle,

fixing their habitations along thefe places, being infefted

with mufkitoes and intermitting fevers, gave the foundation

/or fuppofing f' merica unhealthy The refi: of Chefopeak

bay, and its, branches, is almofl all a clean, gravelly, fteep,

dry bank -, and, were it not for the fcarcity of frefh water

in fome parts of the eaftern fhore, would be as pleafant a

country as imagination could well reprefent.

*' The ifinglafs vein already defcribed, though broken at

New-York to let the tide through into Hudfon's river, to

a far greater diflance than any other river on this coafV,

continues flill north-eaf^ward, but with lefs uniformity, over

the weft end of Long Ifland, and the Connefticut fhorc

appearing
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appearing but here and there, by reafon of its being overlaid

with the ricJges which terminate here.

" Delaware river *, from the head to Cufhietunk, though

not obilru^ted with falls, has not been improved to any in-

land navigation, by reafon of the thinnefs of the fettlements

that way. From Cufhietunk to Trenton falls, are 14

confiderable rifts, yet all palTable in the long flat boats + ufei

iii the navigation of thefe parts; fome carrying 500 or 600

bulhels of wheat. The greateft number of the rifts are

from Eafton downward. And thofe 14 miles above Eafton,

another juft below Wells's ferry, and that at Trfenton, are

the worft. . The boats feldom come down but with frefhes,

efpecially from the MInnefinks : the freight thence to Phi-

ladelphia is 8d. a bufhel for wheat, and 5s. a barrel for

flour. From the forks, and other places below, 20s. a toa

for pig iron, yd. a bufliel for wheat, 2S. 6d. a barrel for

flour. This river, above Trenton, has no branches worth

mentioning for conveniency of navigation. Legheiwacfeia

has not a hundredth part fo much water as Delaware has at

the mouth of it. This creek takes the general courfe laid

down in the maps. But as Mr. Edward Scull, to whom I

am obliged for many obfervations, has lately laid out fome

great trafts of land on this creek, and given me an account

of it, I (hall here deliver a few particulars, in order to

fettle fome public difputes that have been at feveral

times raifed about it. From the mouth to the fork

the courfe is S. 70° W. about 12 miies in a ftraight

line, the creek crooked and rapid. There the two

branches are nearly of a bignefs, the fouthern one rather the

* Called by the natives Potuxat, and by the Dutch South

river, correlative to that at New-Yor/. called North river.

+ Thefe boats are ma.'e I'ke troughs, fquare above, the heads

and fterns flowing a little fore aid att ; generally 40 or 50 feet long,

6 or 7 feet wide, and 2 feet 9 inches, or 3 feet deep; and draw
ao or 22 inches water when loaden.

largeft.
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largeft. Half a mile above the fork, the fouth branch, or

Wallanpaupack, tumbles about 30 feet perpendicularly ; and

a little way higher are two other falls, not quite fo large.

From the fork to the proprietaries tradt, it is S. 60 W. 4 or

5 miles, the channel pretty ftraight. Thence for 10 miles

taken in a flraight line, the courfe is S. 56 W. by compafs,

the ftreara crooked and very gentle. By the range of the

hillsy this branch continues much the fame dire£lion to its

fource. The northern - branch of Legheiwacfein divides

again inta two branches, at about a mile and a quarter above

the mouth, where each is about large enough to turn an

under-ftiot grift mill. Three quarters of a mile higher is a

great pine fvvamp, through which both branches come.

Mr. Scull thinks that thefe branches, whofe general courfe

is about N. W. do rot at moft extend above 15 miles j and

that all the waters this way are confined to the lower fide

of the great chains of mountains, which extend from about

the Station point to Sufquehanna about Whioming.

*' The weft branch ox Delaware is but inconfiderable, com-

pared with the nurth-eaftern branch, into which it falls at

Eafton. Above the Tufcarora hills at Gnadenhutten, it is

divided into little creeks, and no part goes north-weftward

of the Cufliietunk mountains. Delaware has no other

branches on the weft fide between the Station point and

Eafton worth the mentioning, the country being drained by

little runs and creeks.

«' Schuylkill is a fine branch, up which the tide runs 5 miles

above Philadelphia, where there is an impaffable fall j and

3 miles higher another not much better. Thence to

Reading is a fine gliding current eafy fct againft, as the bot-

tom is gravelly and even •, and at feafons not very dry,

would furnifh 15 or 16 inches water all the way.

*' Sufquehanna river is navigable with canoes quite from

the lakes at the head to the falls at Conewega 5. nor is there

any
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any fall till that 3 miles below Whiomiftg . A quarter of

^ mile below Nefccpeki is another ; both paflable up or

4own with fafety. The water thence to Samokin is gene-

rally pretty gentle. Thence to Conewega are feverattrou-

blefome falls, but all paflable downward with fafety in

frefl>es. Conewega is the only fall which tumbles headlong

in this river. Below this are three or four others, which

are paflable only with frefhes. By reafon of fo many bad

falls, this river has not yet any inland navigation j nor is it

indeed capable of any from Conewega' downwards. Its

confiderable branches are, Owege, Tohiccon or Cayuga,

Senaghfe, or wefl: bfancli, Juniata, Swatara, Conewega, Co-

dorus, and Coneftoga. Tohiccon promifes well for a, good

navigation with canoes to the head of Ohio river, as it is a

fine large branch, and the ftream pretty moderate. The

weft branch is Ihallow and rapid, and has fcarce a fall worth"

the mentioning, and not one impaflable. It is paflable only

when the rains raife. itj and then to the path leading from

Franks-town to Ohio, where a portage of 40 miles makes

this way a communication with that river. Juniata, as it is

obftrudled with fliort falls, is gentle, and pretty deep in the

intermediate places, and may be improved for the carriage

of goods almoft to Franks-town. Swatara, Conewega,

Codorus, and Coneftoga, fome centuries hence, will, no

doubt, be impcoved to good account.

* This place and the diftrift is now fetded by a populous colony,

which fwarmed and canae forth from Connefticut. The people of

Conneiflicut fay, that their charter, and the grant of lands under it,

was prior to that of Pennfylvania ; that the grant, of lands to them

extended within the latitudes of their grant (except where pofleffed

by other powers at that time) to the South feas. They allow

New York and New-Jerfey to have been fo pofleffed at the time

of their grant, but fay, that their right emerges again at the weft

boundary of thofe provinces. Mr. Penn, and the people of Penn-

fylvania « ho have taken grants under hira, fay, that this diftricl is

in the very heart of the province Pennfylvania. On this flate of

claims the two colonies are in a^ual war, which they have not

even remitted againft each other hcfe, although united in arms

againft Great Britain 1775.
« Chefopeak
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*' Chefopeak may be juftly efteemcd the bay of Sufque-

hanna j and as fuch we may reckon all the creeks and rivers

from Potowmac upwards, as fo many branches of it. The
many portages from the creeks of this bay to thofe of Dela- -

ware, are become already very ufeful, and in future ages

will be more fo. And it may alfo be obferved here,

that the road at each is extremely level and good ; and

veflels of different magnitudes eafily come up to the

portages.

" Large floops can come up to Snow hill on Pokomoke;.

the portage is 5 miles from thence to Senepuxen found,

where (hips may come. If the Marylanders ever intend a

direft paflage through their own colony to the fea, here an

attempt would be moft likely to fucceed.

" Shallops may go up Nanticoke river, near 20 miles into

Delaware colony ; the portage from this river to Indian

river is 13 miles, and to Broad creek 12.

" Qhoptank is navigable with fhallops to the bridge, about

6 or 7 miles within Delaware colony j and the portage

thence to Motherkill is 15 miles.

<* From Chefter river to Salifbury, on Duck creek, the

portage is 13 miles; and from Saflafras there is another

portage to the fame place 13 miles alfo.

*< From Frederick, oh Saflafras,where good fhips can come,

there is a portage to Cantwell's bridge, on Apoquinimy,

14 miles.

*< From Bohemia, where large flats, or fmall fhallops, can

come, there is a portage of 8 miles to Cantwell's bridge.

This is the moft frequented of any between the waters of

Delaware and Chefopeak. All thefe creeks, which lead into

'

Delaware, will receive large fliallops, but no larger vefl^els.

" From the head of Elk, where fliallops can come, the

portage is 1 2 miles to Chrifteen bridge } and it is about the

fame diflance to Omelanden point, a faft landing on Dela-

ware river, 3 or 4 miles below Newcaftle. This latter

portage
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portage has not been occupied fince thefe parts came laft

under the dominion of the Englifli.

*^Potowmacis navigable with large fhipping to Alexandria,

and for flballops 14 miles more to the falls ; the portage

thence is 6 miles by a good waggon road. Boats, fhaped

like thofe of Delaware, and of fomething lefs dimenfions-,

may go up to the north mountain without obftru£tion, fave

at the rift, or falls, in the fouth mountain, which, however,

is pafTable. The river runs through the north mountain

without any fall ; and from thence to Wills's creek, there

are 3 or 4 rifts paflable with canoes, or batteaux, when the

water is not very low. The inland navigation by this river

is fcarce begun ; but one may forefee that it will become i:a

time the moft important in America, as it is likely to be the

fole paflage from Ohio to the ocean. The north branch is

fcarce paflable with canoes beyond the Shawane fields, fome

3 or 4 miles above Wills's creek. The portage from this

branch to Ohio is yet unfettled, by reafon of the bad roads

and hills. But as at this time it may be an objeft of in-

quiry, fome account of the ground will not be unacceptable.

From Wills's creek the ground is very ftony for the greater

part of the Allegany mountain ; but not fo much fo from the

Shawane fields. The mountain, though pretty ftoriy, may

have a jjod waggon road made over it. On the north-

weft fide of this chain of hills, there is all along a great

deal of fwampy ground, which is a confiderable obftruiSlIon

to a direct palTage, but yet manageable by taking fome little

compafs round. From this weftward you crofs two branches

of Youghiogeny: the greater, which is the moft weflerly,

at 3 miles above the joining of the three forks, or Turkey

foot. And the three forks are 3 miles above the Laurel

hillj through which Youghiogeny precipitates by a great

^fall of near 30 feet, and continues to run with great rapidity

' for 2 or 3 miles further. At this tiine to go from the crolT-

ing to Youghiogeny below the falls, they are obliged to go

by
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by the meadows, there crofs Laurel hill, and return again

northward, and by that means take near 30 miles tb irath

the navigable water of this river ; whereas, if a road could

be made near the fall, 15 or 20 miles might be f^ved in the

way to Fort du Quefne. There is a good ford through

Youghiogeny, and the ground all the way good and found

;

and a road may eafily be made along it. Laurel hill,

though fmall, is a ridge very hard to crofs, by reafon of its

fteepnefs ; but at the meadows is the beiir pafs \tee know of

yet towards Virginia; there a waggon, which would require

4 horfes to travel with, may be drawn up by 6. Pro-

bably a pafs may alfo be found for wheel carriages to the

north of the falls ; and if there fhould, it would much im-

prove the portage between Potowmac and Youghiogeny, and

reduce it to 50 miles, whereas it is now but little Ihort of 70.

If we have the good fortune of being mafters of Ohio, the

navigation of Youghiogeny will be of importance ; fince it is

paflable with flat-bottomed boats, capable of carrying 4 or 5

tons, from the mouth to the foot of the rift below thd falls.

A horfe path may be' conduced in 6 or 7 miles, without

much expence, from the great croffing to the head of navi-

gable water. From this to Fort du Quefne you may go

down in a day, but it requires at leaft three to return up

the ftream."^

The following very curious and very intcrefting account

of the communications betwixt the waters of the european

prefent fettlements, and the waters of Ohio, I received from

lieutenant-governor Mercer, which I give to the reader in

his own words

:

" During the laft war on the Ohio, moft of the heavy

and bulky commodities were landed at George-town on

Potowmac river, and conveyed thence in waggons to Cono-

gochieg, where they were embarked on batteaux and ca-

noes, and were landed at Fort Cumberland ; from Fort

Cumberland they were conveyed in waggons to the Monon-

gahela
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gahela at the mouth of Redftone creek, and there put on

board batteaux, which conveyed them to Pittfburg. The

diftance from Fort Cumberland to the mouth of Redftone

creek is 73 miles, and was generally performed in 3 days:

each waggon with 4 horfes carried 22 cwt. and were allowed

ps. fterling per day ; but it was afterwards known, that a

good waggon road might be made from Fort Cumberland

on the north branch of the Potowmac to a branch of the

Youghiogeny, which would not exceed 40 miles. The

troops left in garrifon at Pittfburg, after the conclufion of

the Indian war, received very large fupplies of provifion, &c,

from the inhabitants of the fouth branch of Potowmac in

Virginia, who cleared a waggon road, and found a good pafs

through the mounrains to Cheat river, a branch of the

Monongahela, about 50 miles above the mouth of Redftone _

creek, and found a good and fpeec^y conveyance thence bj

water to Pittftjurg. The diftance from the waters of the

fouth branch of the Potowmac to Cheat river is only 20

miles, and colonel Wilfon has erected good grift and law-

mills on Cheat river : thefe circumftances are known to all

the officers who ferved in that quarter laft war. And fincc

the war, fome perfons in Virginia, in particular Mr. John

Balleneine, who is a good mechanic, has explored thefe

waters, and the feveral natural advantages they offer ; and

is of opinion, nay has proved, that for lefs than 40,000!,

locks, &c. might be formed at the falls both of Potowmac

and James rivers, which would render thofe rivers navi-

gable at all feafons of the year for the largeft barges now

ufed on the Thames, nay even of barges of 200 tons, as

from his general obfervations of thofe rivers, particularly

of Potowmac, at the falls of which he has remarkable fine

mills and a forge, and was alfo proprietor of a furnace for

iron ore near the mouth of the Shannandoah for many year?,

that they never would have lefs than 4 feet water in the

drieft feafons j and, from an aiSkual furvey, he alTures me
that
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that the waters of Tames river, and thofe of the Kanha-
way, are no more than 4 miles diftant, and that the wa-

ters of the Kanhaway are alfo navigable, and together with

thofe of the fouth branch might be made completely fo for

the expence above mentioned."

Though in fearch of the head of Potowmac, the king's and

lord Fairfax's commiffioners determined the north to be

the main branch
; yet it is very well known, that the fouth

branch is navigable 40 miles up with batteaux. And as it

was not clear to me that the true head of Potowmac was at

the place thofe gentlemen determined it, I have not men-

tioned the weflern fide of Maryland, which fliould be a

meridian drawn from the head of Potowmac to the Pennfyl-

vania line. If the affair is candidly examined, it will pro-

bably be determined, that the fouth branch is the moft con-

Hdcrable. If fo, the head of the north branch will not be

the wcftern extremity of Maryland, though it now is of

lord Fairfax's grant. Very hilly and fwampy ground pre-

vents a portage by any tolerable road from the fouth branch

to Monongahela. As this latter river is fine and gentle,

fome ufe may in future times be made of it, either in a

communication with Green Briar, or Potowmac ; for it is

paffhble with flats a great way above Redftorie creek, and

interrupted with one impaflable fall only.

Shanedore is a fine branch of Potowmac, but its inland

navigation is yet inconfidcrable ; but, in future time, it will

no doubt be improved to a good account.

Rapahannock, York river, Matapany, and Pamunky,

though of excellent marine navigation, are but inccnfider-

able above the lower plains j their branches being confined

below the fouth mountain, and impaflable with the flightefl:

inland craft.

James river is fcarce inferior to any in excellent naviga-

tion for mnrine as well as inland craft : its lower falls being

near 6 miles long, and tumbling in little fliort cafcadcs, arc

..

'

cntirclv
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entirely impaffable. The river thence upward to an ini-

paflable fall in the fouth mountain is excellently fitted for

large boats like thofe already defcribed in Delaware ; and it

is pafTable with lighter craft much further, and would not

require above 40 or 50 miles portage to the branches of

Kanhaway river. But this however is not improvable to

Ohio ; for Kanhaway has an impaffable fall in a ridge, which

is impafTable for man* or beaft by land : but its opening a

pafTage to the New Virginia is a very great advantage.

<' Roanoke, which falls into Albemarle found, beyond the

bounds of my map, is barred at the entrance, fo as not to

receive fuch large fhips as it would otherwlfe bear : it is

paflable with fhallops to the falls. From thence upwards it

is generally placid and wide, and in fome places interrupted

with little rifts and falls, none of which, that I have heard

of, impaflable. It is liable to very great frefties, and has not

been yet improved to any inland navigation, for the people

on its branches, Holfton river, Yadkin, and New river, turn

hitherto all their commerce into James river. There is no

river more likely to be of importance in the future navigation

of the inland parts this way than Roanoke, becaufe it hath

good depth of Water, and extends right into the country.

" There are many other creeks and rivers in the fettle-

ments that are obfcured by the fuperior excellence of thefe

already defcribed, which would well deferve defcription,

if I were to give a detail of any particular colony.

" The little acquaintance that the public has had with the

river Ohio, will be a fufficient apology for entering into a

there minute detail of it, and its branches, than of any other

already defcribed.

** From the head, which interlocks with the Cayuga branch

of Sufquehanna to Canawagy, I have little knowledge ; but

fuppofe, from the evennefs of the land, that it may afford

good inland navigation in future ages. From Canawagy to

Chartier's Old Town, the river is all along fufficiently mo-

I derate.

ti.
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derate, and always deep enough for canoes and batteaux,

which do not draw above
1 5 inches water ; nor is it ob-

ilriicted with any remarkable rifts or falls, fave at a fharp

bent Ibme miles below Licking creek, where the water

rufhes on a rock Avith great violence ^ and at Toby's falls,

which is a rift pafTable with fafety on the weft fide. In

this part of the river are feveral fording-places, but they

are more rare as you come lower down. That at Chartier's

Old Town is the beft ; which, as foon as the rock appears

above water, is palfable clofe above it. At Shanoppens is

• another in very dry times, and the loweft down the river.

This part, which is very crooked, has feldom been navigated

by our people, becaiffe tJie great number of horfes neceflary

to carry their goods to Ohio, ferve alfo to carry them there

from place to place j and the little game that way makes it

but little frequented.

" The navigation from Chartier's Old Town, all the way

down to the falls, has been hitherto performed in very larg.e

wooden canoes *, which they make of great length, as better

fitted to fteer againft a rapid ftream j. they are navigated

down by 2 men, and upwards by 4 at leaft. From Char-

tier's to the lower Shawane town, they are in the fpring

about 4 days in going down with the frefhes ; for then they

let tlxe caaoe drive in the night ; but towards the end of

fummer, when the water is low, and lefs fwift, they ufually

fpend 10 or 12 days ; but at moderate feafons the paflage is

performed in 6 or 8. In returning, they take often 3,0 or

4,0 daysj though double-handed, and feldom lefs than 20.

Suppofmg we go down the river from. Chartier's, the water

is pretty moderate till you come to Sweep-chimney ifland,

between Dicks's and Pine creek, where it is very rapid.

It generally happens that where tlie river is confined to

xiarrower bounds by iflands, it is more rapid, yet not fo but

* Generally 30 or 40 feet long, 3 or 4 feet broad, and drawing

empty 10 or 12 inches water, and when loaded about 1 8 inches-

canoes.
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canoes may be eafily fet againft it. At Fort du Quefne, at

Paul's ifland, 5 miles lower, and at a flat between that and

Logs Town, the water is pretty rapid, as it is alfo at a fmall

ifland between that and Beaver c5reek. Thefe are, however,

inconuderable ; nor are thofe places juft below Beaver creek,

and at a flat a little above the upper end of the Pipe hills,

much more worthy regard. At Hart's rock the river makes

a quick bend round a rocky point, and a very fliarp rippling,

where the boatmen are obliged to wade, and haul up near

the rock, the fouth-eafl: fide being full of quickfands *. At

Weeling ifland, Muflcingum ifland (a little way above a fine

branch of that name), and at Beaty's ifland, the current is

pretty rapid. At 3 or 4 miles above the Big bent is a con-

fiderable rift called Le Tart's falls, where the water i« fo

rapid, that they are obliged to haul the canoes with ropes,

in coming up, for near a furlong along the fouth-eaft fide.

From this to the lower Shawane town, at the mouth of

Scioto, is no obftru(5lion worth mentioning." The Ohio, as

I learn from captain Gordon's journal of 1766, froiii 50

miles above Muflcingum to the north of Scioto, is moft

beautiful, and interfpcrfed with numbers of iflands covered

with the moft ftately timber, with feveral long flraight

reaches, one of which is 16 miles and an half long : "and the

flream thence downward to the falls is ftill more gentle,

and better fitted for veflels drawing greater depth of water."

Thefe falls do not deferve that name, as I am taught by

•aptain Gordon's journal, as the fl:ream on the north fide

has no fudden pitch, but only runs rapid over the ledge of

a flat limefl^one rock : feveral boats pafled it in the driefl:

feafon of the year, unloading one-third of their freight

;

they pafled on the north fide, where the carrying-place is

three quarters of a mile long. On the fouth-eavc fide it is

* Above this there are two remarkable creeks, caHed by the
|

traders the Two Upper creeks, which like twins run about 30 |

miles parallel to each other, and within 3 miles diftance, wiih a I

very rich Mefopotamia between them,

I 2 about
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about half that diflance, and is reckoned the fafeft paflage

for thofe who are unacquainted ; but it is the moft tedious,

as during part of the fummer and fall, they drag their boats

over the flat rock. " The fall is about half a mile rapid water,

which, however, is paiTable, by wading and dragging the

canoe againft the ftreain when loweft ; and with ftill greater

cafe when the water is raifed a little.

** The foil along thefe ^arts of Ohio, and its eaftern

branches, thoughbut littlebrokenwithhighniountains.isnone

of the beft ; confifting in general of low dry ridges of white

oak and chefnut land, with very rich interval low meadow

ground. Here and there are fpots of fine white pines, and

in many places great extents of poor pitch pines. The land^

from the back part of the Endlefs mountains, weftward to

Ohio, and from Fort du Quefne upward, is of thefe forts.

The fame little broken chain of hills, which borders it here

near the river fide, continues fouth-wefterly, till it ends at

10 miles below the falls, keeping at fome lo or 15 miles

from the general courfe of the river all the way down."

Captain Gordon's journal gives the following defcrip-

tion of this part of the country : From the falls to about

155 miles and three quarters, it is very hilly, the courfe of

the river very winding and narrow, and but very few fpots

of level land on the fides of the river. The hills are moMy
flony and fleep ; but from the great herds of buffaloes which

we faw on the beaches of the river, and on the iflands into

which they came, there muft be good pafture. After this,

the ridgy ground ends, the country then grows flat, and the

river, whofe bed widens, is divided by iflands. The naviga-

tion is good from the falls ; but where the flat country be-

gins, boats mufl keep the principal channel, which is on the

right hand going down.

" Beaver creek is navigable with canoes only. At Kifh-

kufkes, about 16 miles up, two branches fpread oppofitc

ways ; one interlocks with French creek and Cherage, the

other
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«ther weftward with Mufkingum and Cayahoga; on this

are many fait fprings, about 35 miles above the forks ; it is

canoable about 20 miles farther. The eaftern branch is;

lefs conliderable, and both are very flow, fpreading through

a very rich level country, full of fwamps and ponds, which

prevent a good portage that might otherwife be made to

Cayahoga; but' will, no doubt, in future ages, be fit to

open a canal between the waters of Ohio and lake Erie.

" Muikingum, though fo wide extended in its branches,

. fpreads all in moft excellent land, abounding in good fprings

and conveniencies, particularly adapted for fettlements re-

mote from marine navigation, as coal, clay, and freeftone.

. In 1748 a coal mine, oppofite Lamenfhikola mouth, took

fire, and kept burning above a twelvemonth, where great

quantities are ftill left. Near the fame place is excellent

whetftone j and about 8 miles higher up the river is plenty

of white and blue clay for glafs works and pottery. Though

the quantity of good land on Ohio, and its branches, is

vaftly great, and the conveniencies attending it fo likewife j

we may efteem that on Muikingum the flower of it all.

** Hockhocking is paflable with batteaux 70 or 80

miles up ; it has fine rich land, and vaft grafTy meadows,

high banks, and feldom overflows. It has coals about 15

miles up, and fome knowls of freeftone.

" Big Kanhaway falls into Ohio on the fouth-eaft fide, and

is fo confiderable a branch, that it may, by perfons coming

up Ohio on that fide, be miftaken for the main river. It is

flow for 10 miles, to the little broken hills, and the land

very rich ; as it is for about the fame breadth along Ohio,

all the way from the Pipe hills to the falls. After 10 miles

up Kanhaway, the land is hilly, the water pretty rapid, for_

50 or 60 miles further to the falls, to which boats may

go. This is a very remarkable fall, not for its great height,

but for coming through a mountain now thought impafla-

llle for man or beaft, and is itfelf iiiipaflable. But no

I 3 doubt
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doubt foot or horfe paths will be found when a greater num-

ber of people make the fearch, and under Icfs inconvenien-

cies than our travellers are at prefent. By rcafon of the

difficulty of paffing the Ouafioto mountains, I thought them

a very natural boundary between Virginia and Ohio in thefe

parts J
and for that reafon made them the bounds of the

different territories, not that there is any difference

of right between one fide and the other. Louifa, New
river, and Green Briar, are fine large branches of Kan-

haway ; which in future times will be of fervice for the

inland navigation of New Virginia, as they interlock with

Monongahela, Potowmac, James river, Roanoke, and the

Cuttawa river.

" Totteroy falls into Ohio on the fame fide, and is paff-

able with boats to the mountains. It is long, and has not

many branches, interlocks with Red creek, or Clinch's

river (a branch of Cuttawa). It has below the mountains,

efpeclally for 15 miles from the mouth, very good land.

And here is a vifible effect of the difference of climate from

the upper parts of Ohio. Here the large reed, or Carolina

cane, grows in plenty, even upon the upland, and the fe-

verity of the winter does not kill them ; fo that travellers

this way are not obliged to provide any winter fupport for

their horfes. And the fame holds all the way down Ohio,

cfpecially on the fouth-eaft fide to the falls, and thence on

both fides.

*' Great Salt Lick creek is remarkable for fine land,

plenty of buffaloes, fait fprings, white clay, and limeftone.

Canoes may come up to the crofllng of the war path, or

fomcthing higher, without a fall. The fait fprings hurt its

water for drinking, but the number of frefli fprings near it

make fufficient amends.

** Kentucky is larger than the foregoing, has high clay

banks, abounds in cane and buffaloes, and has alfo fome

very large fait fprings. It has no limeftone yet difcovercd,

but
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but fomc other fit for building. Its navigation is inter-

rupted with fhoalS) but paffible with canoes to the gap,

where the war path goes through the Ouafioto mountain.

This gap it is neceffiiry to point out, as a very important pafs,

and it is truly fo, by reafon of its being the only way pafC-

able with horfes, from Ohio fouthward for~ 300 or 400

miles extent. And if the government has a mind to pre-

ferve the country back of Cnrolina, it Ihould be looked to

•in time.

*< As we go further dov^^n Ohio, the ditlance from the

Ouafioto mountains to the river becomes more confider-

able. The land, from the little broken hills to the moun-

tains, is of a middling kind, and confifts of different veins

and firrata ; and though everywhere as good as any part of

the tnglifh fettlements, falls far (hort of that on the other

fide of Ohio, or between the little hills and the river. Thefe

hill's are fmall, and feem only the. brink of a rifing flage of

land, and dividing the rich plains of Ohio from the upland,

bordering on the Ouaficto mountains. They terminate at

lo miles below the falls ; indeed a little fpur extended from

their fide is that limeftone reach that Ohio ripples over at

the falls.

" Now to return to the other fide of Ohio. Scioto Is a

large gentle river, bordered with rich flats, which it over-

flows in the fpring ; fpreading then above half a mile in

breadth, though when confined to its banks it is fcarce a

furlong wide *. If it floods early, it fcarce retires" within its

banks in a month, or is fordable in a month or two more.

The land is fo level, that in the freflies of Ohio the back-

water runs 8 miles up. Oppofite the mouth of this river

is the lower Shav>^aiie town, removed fram the other

fide, which was one of the moft noted places of englifh

* The latitude of its mouth 38" 22'. I have marked the error

of its being placed too high in the map. Muflcingum is in Evans's

map placed in its general run much too far to the weft ; it was in

feme meafure correfted in the fubfequent edition.

I 4 trade
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trade with the Indians. This river, befldes vaft extents of

good land, is furnifhed with fait on an eaftern branch, and

red bole on Necunlia Skeintat. The ftream is very gentle,

and paflable with large batteaux a great way up, and with

canoes near 200 miles to a portage near the head, where

you carry over good ground 4 miles to Sandufky. San-

du£ky is a confiderable river, abounding in level rich land,

its ftream gentle all the way to the moiith, where it will re-

ceive confiderable floops. This river is an important pafs,

and the French have fecured it as fuch j the northern In-

dians crofs the lake here from ifland to ifland, land at San-

duflcy, and go by a dire£l path to the lower Shawane town,

and thence to the gap of Ouafioto, in their way to the

Cuttawas country. This will, no doubt, be the way that

the French will take from Detroit to Moville, unlefs the

Englifh will be advifed to fecure it, now that it is in their

power.

« liittle Mineami river is too fmall to be gone far with ca-

noes. It has much fine land, and fome fait fprings •, its high

banks, and middling current, prevent its overflowing much

the furrounding land,

" Great Mineami river, Aflereniet, or Rocky river, has

a very ftony channel, a fwift ftream, but no falls. It has

feveral large branches, paflable with canoes a great way

;

one extending weftward towards the Quiaaghtena river ;

another towards a branch of Mineami river (which runs in-

to lake Erie), to which there is a portage, and a third has a

portage to the weft branch of Sandulky ; befides Mad creek,

where the French have lately eftabliftied themfelves. A
vein (f elevated land, here and there a little ftony, which

begins in the i,orthern part of the peninfula, between the

lakes Erie, Huron, and Michigan, extends acrofs the lake,

Mineami river, below the fork, and fouthward along the

Rocky river, to Ohio ; and is the reafon of this river's

being ftony, and the grounds rifing a little higher than the

adjacent
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adjacent plains. It is, like all the land on this river, very

rich, and would fcarce have been perceived, had not the

river worn the channel down to the rocks which lie beneath.

** Quiaaghtena river, called by the French Ouabach,

though that is truly the name of its fouth-eaftern branch,

is very large, and furnifhes a fine navigation ; but whether

interrupted with rifts or falls, 1 am not informed, but pro-

bably it is not, as the lands round are fine level flats, of vaft

extent. The weftern league of Indians, known to them-

felves by the general name of Wei.inis, corruptly called by

the French Illinois (frequently diftinguiftied by us, accord-

ing to the feveral tribes or nations that it confifts of ; as the

Piancafhas, Wawiaghtas, Piques, Tawightawis, and iVJine-

amis), are feated from this river to Scioto ; and were per-

mitted, about 1 6 years ago, to fettle there by the exprefs

leave of the confederates.

*« Into the weftern end of lake Erie falls Mineami river,

a confiderable ftream, navigable with canoes to the port-

ages, which lead to the Quiaaghtena and Rocky river, in-

terrupted with three confiderable rifts below the forks : but

however it is an important river, becaufe of the portages it

furnifhes fouth-weftward."

I fhall clofe this account of the natural fl:ate of the coun-

try with fome confiderations on the nature of its climate.

The two principal circumflrances on which fingly and

combined the nature of the climate of any country depends,

are, the nature of the foil, and afpecH: of the given horizon*

as conftituted and fituated to receive and retain the heat of

the fm>". and is the nature of the atmofphere which is in

the longeft continuance of contadl with this horizon.

I ft. If this globe of earth had one uniform plain lurfaccj

the nearer approach to, or greater elongation from the

equator which any country had (ceteris piiribusJ y the greater

or lefler degree of heat its climate would partake of ; becaufe

the more direftly, or more obliquely, that the rays of the

fun
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fun ilrike any furface, the greater or the lefler muft the re-

verberation of heat be, as the angle of reflecl'on is more

acute or more obtufe : the more or lefs alfo will the atmo-

fphere in contact with this land be heated by this reverbera-

tion ; but as this is not the cafe of the furface of the earth,

a thoufand other collateral circumftances interfere with and

break this rule. As the furface of the earth is broken with

numberlefs irregularities, wherever the inclination of the

given horizon lies different from the general horizon of the

globe, it counteradls this general efFedl : if on the north of

the equator it flopcs fouthward, or on the fouth of the

equator flopes northward, fo as to extend its general

plain nearer at right angles with the rays of the fun than the

fpheric plain of its la'titude would have been, it will re-

ceive and retain more heat in proportion than belongs to

that latitude. Hence the intenfe heat of the fouthern parts

of Perfia, and of thofe parts which we call the Eaft Indies.

Hence alfo, principally, though other circumftances may

concur in the caufe, is the climate of North America hotter

than in the fame latitudes in Europe. Hence alfo, in part

it happens, that the regions of North America, in the upper

ftages, arc not fo liable to heat as thofe in the lower plains,

though in the fame latitude. If, on the contrary, the given

horizon flopes from the fun's place, the iieat in the lower

latitudes will be more moderate, which is the cafe of France

and Germany compared with the countries of the fame lati-

tude in America, and in the higher latitudes the country

will fuffer more rigorous cold. This latter is the cafe of

Siberia, the plain of whofe horizon being in a high north

latitude Hopes from the high Tartar plains northward ;

hence the more than natural rigour of the climate j hence

the unfruittul and inhofpitable nature of its foil.

2. Some furfaces and fome foils (other circumftances re-

maining alike) are more formed to create a reverberation of

heat and to retain it. A fandy foil foon heats, and alfo re-

tains
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tains its heats. A furface uneven and irregular, liills and

deep vales, and even that which is broken with mountains

(if thofe be not too high, as explained below), reflecting the

rays of the fun a thoufand ways, and occafioning them to

crofs each other conftantly in all diredtions, creates a

ftronger reverberation of local heat than is found in any ex-

tended plain. A country clothed with woods, which fhade

the earth from the aftion of the fun, will always (taking In

the whole region) be colder than a country cleared of thofe

woods ; and the air which lies in contafi with it, or paiTes

over it, will be always colder. As thefe regions become

cleared of thefe woods, are dried and cultured, that part of

the climate which depends on this circumftance always me-

liorates in proportion. This has been found to be the cafe

with Gaul and Germany. This efFe£t was fenfibly felt, and

very early obferved, by fome of the firft fettlers in North

America ; fome of the very earlieft written accounts which

I have feen relate this circumftance very particularly, and

men of obfervation in that country have in every fucceflive

age marked the progrefs of this melioration.

There is another circumftance, which indeed does not

much enter into the cafe of the climate of North Ame-

rica, but is amongft thefe general propofitions worth notice.

It is this :

The longer the portion is of any given period of time, in

<which the fun fhines in any horizon, the hotter in that

feafon will the region of that horizon be. Hence the intenfe

heat of the latter end of fummer in Ruflia.

3. The air or atmofphere can be afted upon by the re-

verberation of the fun's rays, and be heated only in propor-

tion to its greater denfity near the earth, and in proportion

to the continuity of contacSt which it hath with the heated

parts of the earth. The earth alfo in proportion to this

more continued contact amongft its parts, in the general level

of the furfacC; receives and retains more heat than it does in

the
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the higher mountainous difcontinued parts above that level.

From thefe two circumftances combined it arifes, that in

the very high mountains, even under the equator, the cold

is intenfe j and at a certain elevation above the general

level of the globe, fo rigorous and intenfe as to put a flop

to all vegetation.

The atmofphere will alfo be heated or chilled according

to the nature of the particles which attrafted by it are

mixed and fufpended in it, whether they be aqueous, or

whether nitrous or fulphureous falts, and according to the

fixation, fermentation, or precipitation of thefe particles.

The regions covered with great lakes of frefh water, but

more efpecially the region of the main ocean, the compo-

nent parts of whofe mafs are in perpetual motion, are in ge-

neral warmer than, although in hot feafons and climates

never fo hot as, the body of the land : it retains however a

more equable heat, while the heat of the land changes from

one degree of heat to an oppofite one of cold.

The general currents of the air, and the nature of the

vapours which may be mixed with them, muft depend

greatly on the pofition which thefe different portions of the

globe have in refpeft of each other in any region. In fum-',

mer, and in other feafons when the land is heated, the'

winds which blow from fea muft prevail ; in winter, when

the land is chilled, and while the fea retains its ufual warmth,

the wind will blow from land to fea, and more or lefs

violent in proportion to the contraft. The pofition of thefe

regions in refpe(5l to the general currents of the atmofphere

and of the ocean, operate greatly in forming the courfes of

the feafons, and the nature of the climate.

Thefe principles thus laid down and explained, I will

proceed to ftate the fadls. The climate of the continent

at large, or rather of that portion of North America which

is contained within the limits of my map, may l)e thus

flated.
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Its feafons are fummer, autumn, or what the Americans

more expreffively call the fall, and winter. The tranfition

from the locking up of all vegetation in winter to the fud-

den burft of it again to life at the beginning of the fummer,

excludes that progreffive feafon which in the more moderate

climate of Europe we call fpring.

The feafon begins to break foon after the fall of the leaf,

and temporary cold rains and fleets of fnow fall in Novem-

ber, the north-weft winds begin, and towards Chriftmas

winter in all its rigour fets in ; the ground is covered with

fnow, the froft is fettled, the fl^y becomes clear and one con-

tinued expanfe of azure, with conftant funfhine ; temporary

blafts and ftorras are at intervals exceptions to this. To-

wards April the currents of the air begin to change to north,

and round to north-eaft, and the feafon of hazy, foggy, and

rainy fqualls from north-eaft begins towards the latter end of

April in fome parts, towards the beginning of May in others.

The froft breaks up, the fnow melts, and within a week or

10 days after, the woods and the orchards are in the full

glow of bloom. About the middle of September the morn-

ings and evenings begin to grow cool, and from that time to

the beginning of the winter feafon it is the climate of pa-

radife

To give a defcriptlon of the climate of New-England, I

(hall tranfcribc that account which Dr. Douglas gives, as he,

during a long refidenoe therein, did, with a peculiar fcien-

tific attention, obferve it. *< In New-England generally the

falling weather is from north-eaft to fouth-eaft in winter : if

the wind is noi th of eaft, fnow ; if fouth of eaft, rain. The

north-eaft ftorms are of the greateft continuance ; the fouth-

eaft are the moft violent, A north-weft freezing wind

backing to the fouth-weft, if reverberated, proves the moft

intenfe cold weather. Our great rains are in Auguft about-

a. months after the fummer folftice ; and our great fnows

about
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about 2 moiiths after the winter folftice. In falling weather

the further the wind is from the eaft tlie finer and drier is

the fnow ; the further fouth from the eaft the more humid

and fleaky. When the wind gets fouth of fouth-eaft it

turns to rain. The winds from wcft-fouth-weft to north-

north-weft are dry winds, lit for dry curing of fait fifh

;

further north they are damp and foft, as coming from the

ocean j further fouth are from the hot latitudes, and fun-

burn the fifh. Our intenfe hot days arc with the wind

from fouth to weft-fouth-weft j from north to eaft-north-eaft

our moft chilly weather. The dry winds are from weft to

north-north-weft, all other winds vary more or lefs. From

the middle of October begin, and about the middle of April

leave off", chamber fires. Our feafons as to temper of the

weather may be reckoned as follows : winter, from the

winter folftice to the fpring equinox : fpring, from faid

equinox to fummer folftice ; fummer, from fald fummer

folftice to winter equinox •, and autumn, from thence to

winter folftice." I have as above ventured to differ from

this divifion of the doftor's, having divided the feafons into

winter, fummer, and fall j in his next paragraph he feems

to be fenfible of this divifion :
*' at the end of Auguft the

fymptoms of approaching winter begin to appear j we call it

the fall of the year," as the leaves begin to fall.

Lewis Evans, in a map of Pennfylvania, New-Jerfcy, and

New-York, which he publiflied in 11749, fays, « That at

Philadelphia, by many years obfervations, the extremes of

the barometer were 28 59, and 30 78. And that by one

year's obfervation,whichwas not remarkable either for heat or

cold, Fahrenheit's pocket thermometer was from 14 to 84."

The courfes and the nature of the winds are in this region

exactly what from the above principles one might pro-

nounce them to be. In winter generally, and taking the year

through for near half the period, the land winds blow, that

is, the courl'c of the air is from the colder region of a fliaded

up.cul-
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uncultivated land, to the milder region of the fea : thefe

land winds are the weft- and nortli-weft: winds. Thefe

winds are always dry, and in the winter feafon intenfely

cold. Thefe land winds in very dry weather are endued

with a fl:rong power of attra£lion, and abforb the vapours of

the inland waters of the country, and create, as they ap-

proach towards the lower plains, very thick fogs, which

intercept the dire6l rays of light, fo that the luminous ob-

ject of the fun appears as red as blood : there are various

other phasnomena attendant on this ft:ate of refradlion.

Thefe vapours are greatly heated by the fun, and greatly

heat the air j in confequence of this, when tlvefe fogs are

diffipated, the mofl: intenfe heat fucceeds them : if they laft

till evening before they are diffipated, they are frequently

followed by thunder g"ufl;s. As the weft: and north-weft

winds are fteady and equable, the fouth-wefi: are unfettled

and fqually. The north winds are the carriers of fleet, both

fnow and rain. The north-eaft, when it takes to blow, as

it does at the feafon between the breaking-up of winter and

the commencement of fummer, is fettled cold, and blows

hard, with continued rains ; and to the northward, as for

example, on the coafts of Nova Scotia, and often on the

coaft of New-England, when it does not bring rain, it drives

in, thick and fixed fogs before it. The eaft winds are warm,

but not fettled under a fixed charadleriftic as to wet or dry.

The fouth-eafl are warm and wet.

I cannot ciofe thefe obfervations without traafcribing

from Lewis Evans's map of Pennfylvania, New-York, and

New-Jerfey, printed at Philadelphia 1749, the following

curious, at that time novel and very curious, philofophic

propofitlons ; not only as they point to very ingenious ex-

periments, but as they fhew what progrefs he had made in

that lingular branch of philofophy, electricity, at a period

when even the lirft philofophers v/ere but empirics in it.

« All
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" All our ftorms," fays he, " begin to leeward ;- thus a

north-eaft ftorm will be a day fooner in Virginia than in

Bofton.

" Thunder never happens but by the meeting of fea and

land clouds ; the fea clouds coming, freighted with electri-

city, and meeting others lefs fo, the equilibrium is reftored

by fnaps of lightning 5 and the more oppolite the winds, and

the larger and comparer the clouds, the more dreadful are

thefe rtiocks : the fea clouds, thus fuddenly bereft of that

univerfiil element of repellency, contract, and their waters

gufh down in torrents."

His philofophy here is not perfectly juft, though it con-

tains very flirewd leading theorems, of which, with a true

and painful philofophic courfe of experiments, Dr. Franklin

elicited the real truth.

I did intend to have continued this paper with a defcrip-

tion of the original indigenous inhabitants,

Hxc nemora indigent fauni nympha;que tenebant,

Genfque virum truncis et,duro robore nati,

Queis nee mos nee cultus erat, nee jungeie tauros

Aut componere opes norant, aut parcere parte,

Sed rami atque afper vidu venatus alebat.

I fliould have inferted a lift of the tribes or nations, both

in the northern and fouthern diftriiH:, marking their dwell-

ings. This part would contain a defcription of their na-

ture, their fyftem of life, and mode of fubllftence, of the

progrefs they have made, and of the point in which they arcr-

found as to fociety, communion, and government j as to

their manners in the individual, the family, the tribe j as to

the general fpirit by which they regulate themfelves v.'hcn

confidered as a nation. But although I have many mate

rials, and thefe nearly arranged, yet I cannot at prefent findf

cither leifure or fpirits to undertake this part. On this

'

head)
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head, therefore, I will take the liberty at prefent to refer

the reader, who may be deflrous of feeing fomething on this

fubjeft, to thofe parts of the " Adminiftration of the Colo-

nies" (vol. i. chap. 7.) where thefe matters are treated of, fo

far as refpedls the general fubjeft of that treatife.

The price of land in the back countries of New-York

and Pennfylvania, 1 dollar an acre.

The expence of clearing :

For cutting down the timber, 4 dollars.

For piling and burning, 4 dollars.

One man in 3 weeks will clear and burn an acre of

land : he is ufually boarded and lodged beflde the above

price.

An acre of maple and beech land, which is the timber

that generally grows on the land, will, when burned, pro-

duce 150 bufhels of afhes an acre : thefe fell at the pot-

afh works from 6d. to 8d. New-York currency, a bufhel,

paid in goods. It will require from 150I. to 200I. to fet

up a pot-alh work, New-York currency.

K
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LETTER VI.

MT 1>EAR FRIEND, Ketttudy.

In the ceconomy of the creation

how wonderfully is the wifdom of Providence difplayed

!

Some animals are formed with particular ftomachs, as in the
"

inftance of the camel, which has one adapted to contain

water. It is aboriginal in the torrid zone, where the rare-

faflion of the air is fo great, and confequently more fubjeft

to drought. In the arftic regions we find the muik buf-

falo, or goat, clad with long wool, which fecures it againft

inclement cold. Man, the moft defencelefs, naked, and

helplefs of all in an infant ftate, in his maturity is fuperior

in reafon 5 and thus the faculties of his mind and bofly

unite in making him fovereign of the world. « Born to

dcftroy the inferior race of animals, he would exhauft all

nature, if, by a fecundity fuperior to his depredations, (he. :

did not repair the perpetual havoc he makes. But death

is only the minifler of life, and deftrudlion is the parent of

reproduflion."

The articles of fugar and fait, though not abfolutely ne-

celTaries of life, have become, from habit, fo eflential, that

I doubt if any civilized people would be content to live

without them. The extenfive climate of this country, I

believe, is no where warm enough for the cultivation of the

fiigar-cane with fuccefs j and to import it would be too cx-

penfive by reafon of its great weight ; but nature has fuper-

fcdcd that necefllty in the fupply of the fugar maple-tree.

It has been long known that fugar could be made from the

juice of this tr^e ; but from the imperfc£t knowledge of the

bufinefs of fugar- making, the famples from this liquid were

fuck
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fuch as promifed no great expe<n:ations in future experi-

ments : however, the neceffity which the people were under

of making them, or doing without fugar^ proved, tliat, with

care and proper management, it could be made equal to the

fineft fugars of the Weft Indies, or Brazil *. Some famples

fliewn to a fugar-refiner in Plailadelphia (which aftonifhed

him) produced feveral inftru6tions in the art, which occa-

fioned immediate fuccefs. The people began to treat the

fugar-trees more tenderly ; and inftead of chopping a large

gap in their trunk, as had always been the praftice, and

which was fufficient to deftroy a lefs tender tree, the juice

was found to ooze as efFeftually from an incifion made with

a fcrew auger of |ths of an inch diameter. But this was the

fmalleft of the improvements. All the means made ufe of

in the Weft Indies for the perfeclion of the art were foon

afcertained and praftifed : fo that the country is not only

equal to fupply itfelf with fugar, but might, with increafe

of hands, fupply the inhabitants of the globe f.

The fugar maple-tree not only grows in the greateft

abundance throughout this country within the limits I have

mentioned, but it is known to be the hardieft, and the moft

difficult to deftroy, of all the trees in our forefts (the beech

not excepted), by the planters, who have a method of chop-

ping or girdling the trunks of trees about one foot and a

half above the ground, in order to kill them, and thereby

they prevent their crops from being fhaded.

It is known, that old trees produce the moft and the

rlcheft juice ; and it is alfo knov/n,' trees that have been ufed

for years are better than frefh trees. It is a common re-

mark, that whenever you fee a black tree of this fort, it is

a fure fign it is a rich one. The blacknefs proceeds from

* It is \'ery fweet ; and, even in its firfl: ftate of granulation,

has, though a peculiar, yet no unpleafing tafte.

—

Edit.
+ From this tree many of the german fettlers alfo make a rich

liqueur. - Ebit.

K 2 the
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the incijQons made in the bark by the pecking of the parro-

quet, and other birds, in the feafon of the juice riling,

wloich oozing out, dribbles down its fides, and ftains the

bark, whicli, in the progreffion of time, becomes black.

I have mentioned thefe particulars with a view to prevent

your falling into the general error, that the refource of

making fugar from the maple will foon be deftroyed from

the very nature of producing it ; believing, as many do,

that it is impoflible for the tree to be able to bear the an-

nual wounds which are neceflary to be made in its trunk, in

order to draw off the juice ; and that a few years muft ne-

ceflarily extirpate them ; now*, fo far from there being any

danger of that, experience has fhewn, the longer that they

are ufed in a proper manner, the more plentiful and rich

will be their juice to a certain age ; which will be in pro-

portion to the life of thofe trees. No exaft eftimate can be

made of that ; but I conclude their decay is not earlier •

than other trees.

Both in the animal and vegetable world it has been ob-

ferved, that the exiftence of life, according to the natural

order of things, is in proportion to the period of time re-

quired to produce maturity. There are exceptions to this

principle, to be fure ; as the crane and hawk for inftance,

which feem to acquire maturity as early as moft other birds,

and are known to live a century and upwards. However,

it is very certain that the life of a fugar maple is as long as

an oak, or any other tree.

If there is any analogy between animal and vegetable fub-

ftances (and which there moft certainly is), the increafing

plenty and richnefs of the juice from the ufe and age of the

fugar-trec, will not be thought more extraordinary, than

that the quantity of milk is greater and more rich pro-

duced from a cow that has been ufed for years, than from

one which has been neglected, or prevented from breeding

annuallv.

The
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The feafon of tapping is moftly about the middle of

February in Kentucky ; but not until the latter end of the

month, about Pittfburg, in the remote .parts of Pennfyl-

rania, on the head branches of the Sufquehanna, and Dela-

ware, and in the ftate of New-York. Frofty mornings and

bright funfhine are necefTary to produce copious exfudations.

The feafon continues in this climate about 6 weeks, when

the juice is found to be too thin and poor to make fugar ;

but it is ftill capable of making molafles, fpirits by diftilla-

tion, vinegar, and an agreeable table beer.

The bufinefs of fugar-making is moftly managed by wo-

men and boys ; the men generally having nothing more to

do with it than to tap the trees, prepare the fheds, and

different apparatus. So that our agricultural employments

are very little obftru£led by this bufinefs, which produces fo

important an article for domeftic ufes. The perfection to

which we have brought our fugars has induced many people

in the upper parts of the ftates of New-York and Pennfyl-

vania to make a bufinefs of it during the feafon of the juice

running ; and confiderable quantities have been fent to the

markets of Philadelphia and York, not inferior to the beft

clayed, french, and fpanifh fugars. ^

The fait fprings that have been found in the fingle ftate;

of Kentucky, under proper management, would be fufficient

to produce fait for all the inhabitants which the weftern

country could fupport. There are at leaft 12 of thofe

fprings between Great Sandy and Cumberland ; the prin-

cipal of which are the upper and lower Blue Licks, on

Licking creek ; one on the Great Bone creek ; one on Drin-

non's Lick creek, about a mile and a half from the mouth

of the Kentucky ; and Bullit's Lick, on Salt river, 20 miles

from the Rapids of the Ohio. This fpring is the firft that

was worked in the country. The firft effaysih this bufinels

were alfo imperfeft, which, however, proceeded more from

poverty than ignorance. The great principle by which the

K 3
faliae
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faline particles are cryftallized, is univerfally known to be by

the evaporation of the humid ; and the greater the fuper-

ficial furface of that evaporation, the more rapidly the

cryftais vsrill form. But the firft fettlers could not procure

fait pans, and were obliged to ufe as a fubftitute the pots and

kettles they had brought out for domeftic purpofes.

Such was the commencement of making fait in this

country ; which, from its fcarcity and high price, in fome

meafure difcouraged the fettlement of the country. How-

ever, the great improvements fince that jera have done away

all thofe fears, and fait is now manufadlured in plenty, and

fola cheap.

The water is by no means fo ftrong as fea water. It re-

quires nearly 400 gallons to make one bufliel of fait, which

is more by one half than would be wanted of fea water to

produce that quantity.

The water is not colle»fled immediately from the fpring.

An area of from 5 to 10 acres round thofe fprings is found

to be impregnated with this mineral, fo that by digging wells

in any part of that fpace fait water is difcovered. From

this circumftance I am of opinion, that by digging pits a

body of earth would be found ftrongly impregnated with

fait, from which the faline particles might be more eafily

feparated than from water ; and it is certain, that if the

water receives its particles of fait from the earth that it

pafles through, fuch earth muft contain a large proportion

of fait, otherwife the ftrength of the water would not be fo

confiderablc. However, it will require fome time to deter-

mine this matter, as the infancy of our country will not

permit us to fpeculate too largely in experiments that would

be attended with heavy expences, were they not to prove

fuccefsful.

Salt fprings have been found in every part of the weflern

country; which has been well explored, and I have no

doubt that time will prove every part of it is well fupplied

I with
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with them. The manner by which they are moftly found

in uninhabited places, is by the large buffalo roads wh ch

lead to them. Whenever the ramification of thofe roads

begins to concentre, it is almoft an infallible fign that a fait

lick is near. Thofe animals reforting to them throughout

the temperate part of the year for the benefit of the fait,

make large roads, which leading from the Lick, branch

different ways into the country.

We have various other minerals, fuch as iron (which is

the moft ufeful), copper, lead, fulphur, nitre, &c. &c. Iron

ore is found in great plenty upon the northern branches of

Licking creek, and likewife upon the waters of Green

river. A lead mine has been worked many years with

confiderable profit, which lies in the country of Montgo-

mery, upon the waters of the Great Kanhaway. There is

another between the Cumberland and Tenafee rivers, faid

to be very valuable, and its ore more pure than any other

which has been difcovered in America. But the lead mine

on the Miffiffippi muft prove inexhauftible. It extends from

the mouth of Rock river more than 100 miles upwards.

Befldes thefe, there are feveral others, fome of which lie

on the fpanifh fide of the Mifliflippi, and have been ufed

for years paft. Copper mines have been difcovered in

feveral places j but the mine on the Wabafh is, perhaps, the

richeft vein of native copper in the bowels of the whole

earth ; and no doubt will render all the others of little or

no value. Sulphur is found in feveral places in abundance ;

and nitre is made from earth which is collected from caves

and other places to which the wet has not penetrated. The

making this fait, in this country, is To common, that many

of the fettlers manufafture their own gunpowder. This

earth is difcovered in greater plenty on the waters of Green

river, than it is in any other part of Kentucky. But per-

haps ftill farther fouthward, it will be found in greater

plenty. However, it is fo common in every part of the

K 4 country.
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country, that it mig^it be made a confiderablc article for

exportation. I have heard of black lead mines upon the

head waters of the Kentucky, but I have not been able to

procure any certain information rcfpecling them But I

fhould conceive that there can be little doubt, that when

the country, and particularly the mountainous parts of it,

are well explored, all the ufeful minerals will be found in

abundance.

I have already mentioned the coal mines in the upper

parts of the Ohio country ; befides which there are great

quantities of coal upon the upper branches of the Miffiffippi.

It is particularly favourable that this mineral lies at the

heads of our larger rivers, as it can be fent down with the

greateft facility ; and it is very certain that the great body

of it, which the Ohio country alone contains, is equal to

anfwer all the purpofes for which it may be wanted through-

out this extenfive empire.

Though the champaign part of this country has no flone

on its furface, yet everywhere limeftone is found from 6 to

15 feet below it. Moft of the bottoms of our rivulets and

ftrearas are paved with this ftone. It is very ealily cal-

cined, when it becomes excellent lime. It is alfo convenient

for building, by reafon of its peculiar fmoothnefs, and the

eafe with which it may be worked into any form. Befides

this ftone, which is the moft common, every other kind of

ftone is found that is either ufeful or ornamental ; fuch as

flint, grindftones, and mlUftoncs, of a very good quality,

which have been reckoned equal to french burrs. There

is the greateft plenty of marble upon the banks of the

Kentucky, particularly at Leeftiurg. I have not feen any

that has been polifiicd ; but judges in that bulinefs give us

the moft flattering ideas of its quality.

Clay is very common in every part of this country which

is proper for bricks ; and there is a fupcrior kind on the

Beech fork of Salt river, which no doubt might be manu-

factured



i

NORTH AMERICA. I37

fa£lured into good porcelain. Carver has mentioned a clay

of this fort that he faw above St. Anthony's falls *. Marie,

chalk '}-, gypfum, and ochres, are found in various parts.

Mr. Jefterfon has defcribed the medicinal, inflammable,

bituminous, and other fprings, very accurately j and as

there have been no difcoveries or light thrown upon the

fubjedt fince he wrote, I fhall refer you to his book for a

particular account of them. Indeed, his account of the

natural hiftory of this country is generally to be depended

upon, fo that it is fcarcely poffible to make any improvement

upon it, until farther difcoveries fhall have arifen : I there-

fore confine myfelf to fuch objefts as he has not taken

notice of, and to fuch as have prefented themfelves lince

he wrote, occafionally making fome ftridlures and animad-

verfions upon his opinions and information.

I have obferved that the climate of this country is various.

But, as climate is frequently dlQerent^ in the fame parallels

of latitude, I will endeavour to give you fome idea of the

difference 'between the climate on tlie upper parts of the

Ohio, Pennfylvania, and Maryland, of Kentucky and Vir-

ginia, and of Cumberland and North Carolina, which lie

in nearly the fame parallels one with another.

It is well known that the climate upon the Atlantic coaft

of America is in the extreme of heat and cold, and that it

is.more variable than when it was firft fettled by ] uropeans ;

but the winters are milder. The extremes proceed no

doubt from the immenfe continent that lies to the north-

weft, and which is interfperfed with frefh-water lakes. The

rarefied air of the torrid zone, ru{l:iing in currents through

the upper regions to the arftic circle, leaves a vacancy for

the cold air, v/hich, in fupplying its place, caufes thofe frc-

* This you v/ill find mentioned in a note extrafted from his

book, in the preceding parr of this work.

+ I never faw any native chalk either in the v/eftern country,

or in the Atlantic ftates.

—

Ed:t.

^
quent
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quent chills or variations in the fpring and autumn, an

alternate froft, rain, and mild weather in winter, which are

fo common in the middle part of that country. The cold

is more fteady to the north of Hudfon's river; but the

power of the fun to the fouth of 41°, by counteradling the

influence of the northern winds, occafions thofe fudden

changes from heat to cold*. Opening the country has

greatly

* The following remarks and fafts relative to the climate and

feafons in America and Europe, are extradled from a late publica-

tion of the ingenious Dr. Holyoke, of Salem (Maffachufetts). They
are altogether new, and mull he very interefting, not only to the

lovers of fcience, but to men of common curiofity.

The following table exhibits the mean of greatelt heat and cold,

by Fahrenheit's thermometer, fur 3, 4, and 5 years, in the places

mentioned.
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^Jgreatly tended already to leflen the cold, by confequence of

the greater power of the fun upon the earth j and a general

culti-

America there falls a greater quantity of fain annually than in

Europe ; we have notwithftanding more fair weather and fewer

cloudy, foggy, and rainy days. The medium quantity of rain

that falls yearly in Europe does not exceed 30 inches of water,

whereas in America the medium quantity is at leaft 50 inches.

The mean number of fair days, according to obfervations made
in 20 cities of Europe, amounts only to 64. Several obfervations

in America make the mean number of fair days to be about 130.

The mean number of cloudy days in the fame cities of Europe (all

which are upon the continent) was; in 1789, 113; in America
there are about 80 or 90. The number of rainy days in the fame
cities was, on a m.ean, 122 ; the number in America is 85 or 90.
Thefe fafls feem to prove that the atmofphere of Europe is more
humid than that in America ; and this may be one caufe why the

european climate is more temperate under the fame parallels of la-

titude, and lefs fubjeft to extremes of heat and cold

The following fafts refpsfting the temperature of our own cli-

mate are extremely curious. From obfervations made at four dif-

fereiit hours in the day for 7 years, Dt. Holyoke found that the

mercury in Fahrenheit rofe to 80° and upwards.

In 1786. In 1787. In 1788.

Days. Days. Days.

June 13. June 10. June 5.

July II. July 13. Ja\y 13.

Aug. 8. Aug 13. Aug. 8.

Sept. 2. Sept. 2. Sept. i.

oa. I.

35*' 38. 27-

In 1789. In 1790. In 1791. In 179?.
Days. Days. Days. Days.

May I. May i. May' 7. May 7.

June 12. June 5. June 15. June 10.

July 13. July 14. July 16. July 15,

7-
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cultivation, by producing a warmer atmofphere, through

which the north wind palTes, muft tend to moderate the

cHmate generally upon the Atlantic fea.

The

The thermometer was at and above 90°,

In 1786, 4 days. 1790J 2 days.

1787, 2 do. ^79^> 12 do.

1788, I do. ^792* 8 do.

1789, 4 do.

During the fame years In winter, the thermometer was at and

below 320 the freezing point,

In 1786, 108 days, and below o. 4 days.

1 1 1 do. and do. o. 4 do.

108 do. and do. o. 6 do.

105 do. and do. o. 3 do.

119 do. and do. o. 5 do.

m do. and do. o. i do.

102 do. and do. o. 3 do.

The mean of the mean temperature of each month during the

7 years is as follows

:

1787)

1788,

1789,

1790,
i79i»

1792,

Jan.

Feb.

March
April

May
June

24.8-tenths.

25-

36.

45-
56.8.

67.

'July

Auguft

Sept.

Od.
Nov.
Dec.

71-

69.7.
61.

49 5-

40.

27.

Mean temperature of each feafon.

1786,

1787.

1788.

1789.

1790.

1791.

1792.

Autumn,

50- 3-

52.1.

49.5.

49.5.

49.0.

5I-3-

Winter. Spring. Summer.

2 5° 7- 45°9- 70^6.

2J.8. 45«7' 68.1.

^5'5' 45'2« 68.9.

24.9. 43.9. 70.2.

29.2. 43-6. 67.9.

23.3. 48.6. 71.0.

25.5. 49-4- 68.7.

Total rtican temperature of each year.

1786. 48° 53 1790. 46=43.

1787. 47.88. y »79i« 48-96.

1788. 47.67. 1792' 48.44.

1789. 47.68.

Total mean temperature of the 7 years 47.94. As the obferv-

ations in the morning were not made at funrife, but at S o'clock,

Dr. Holyoke fuppofes a fmall abatement muft be made, and the

mean temperature of the 7 years fixed at 47.5.
• Mean
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The greateft part of Pennfylvania lies between latitude

41° and 39° 40', and fhould, from its lituation upon the

globe, be a very excellezit climate ; and no doubt in time it

will. At prefent it is too fubjeft to extremes ; and by the

too frequent and violent bracing, and fudden relaxation of

the animal fyftem, the elafticity of the nerves is injured ;

and thus the marks of age are vifible at an earlier period in

feme parts of America than in others.

Farther fouthward the cold is lefs; but as the heat is

proportionally greater, the extremes are much the fame

quite to South Carolina. As you approach the ridge of

mountains that run through America from north to fouth,

the inhabitants look more healthy, which is the confequence

of the climate being more temperate and fteady.

The country on the upper parts of the Ohio, and between

Pittfburg and lake Erie, is confiderjibly colder than Pennfyl-

vania and Maryland, v^'hich no doubt is occafioned, in a

great degree, in the former, from its proximity to the

mountains ; but in a greater degree in both, from the coun-

try around them being a continual foreft.

When you arrive in Kentucky.you experience a greater

temperature of air than in any country in which I ever tra-

velled; Fahrenheit's thermometer feldom falling below 35

deg. in winter, nor rifing above 80 in fummer *. The

Mean temperature at the time of each obfervation.

At 8 o'clock A. M. - - 46°5v
At noon - _ . - 54.15.
Sun-let - - - -

, 47.60.
At 10 o'clock p. M. - - 43. 7.

Whence it appears that the mean temperature of the day is at

fun-fet; and that the temperature of the month of April is very

little below the mean temperature of the year.

* At the forks of Sandy, in the fame fituation (viz. a north

afpe6l)y the fame thermometer at 6 p. m. in the middle of Auguft,

that would indicate a heat of 94.0 of Fahrenheit's fcaki would at

6 p. M. in the January following, have the mercury condenfed

confiderably within the bulb. Both obfervations were made on re-

markably ftill evcningc—Edit.

approach
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approach of the feafons is gradual. The fummcr continues

moftly to the middle of Oftober. The autumn, or mild

weather, generally continues until Chriftmas, when we have

fome cold and froft until February j when fpring approaches ;

and by the beginning of March feveral fhrubs and trees

begin to fhoot forth their buds; by the middle of the month,

the buck-eye or horfe-chefnut is clad in its fummer's livery ;

and by the middle of April the foliage of the forefts is com-

pletely expanded ; which is a fortnight earlier than the

leaves are Ihot in Virginia and Maryland. Cumberland is

proportionally more temperate thun North Carolina, zs Ken-

tucky is to Virginia.

The rarefied air from the fouthern regions muft be more

coniiderable from that tra£l or fpace of the globe covered by

fait water, than from the countries covered with forefts.

Now, as almoft all America may be confidered as one foreft,

it appears to me that the vacancy occafioned by rarefa(n:ion

in fouthern latitudes muft be greater in the regions of air,

both over the Pacific and Atlantic oceans, than upon the

continent ; and that the cold air from the polar circle ruflies

both to the fouth-eaft and fouth-weft, and confequently the

middle parts of our continent muft be lefs fubje<n: to cold

and variation, by being more out of the courfe of the cold

winds, than the countries either upon the Atlantic or Pacific

fea-coafts.

How far this theory may prove fatisfaftory, I can form no

idea. If it be unphilofophical, I hope you will treat it ac-

cordingly ; it is the only way that I can account for the very

great difference between the climate of this country, and that

of Virginia.

Another caufe for our greater temperature in fummcr, is,

doubtlefs, owing to our lying fo much higher. It is one

continual but gradual rife from Richmond for 200 miles

back. There are feveral rifings and fallings afterwards,

and feveral mountains in the wildcrnefs ; but I have always

obferved
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obferved that the rife from the eafl to their funimits, was

greater than the defcent weft, to their bafe, which makes

the elevation of Kentucky confiderably above that of Vir-

ginia. Belldes, Kentucky has no marfhes or bogs, which

are very confiderable in the lower parts of Virginia, and the

exhaled vapours from them produce deleterious air, which

appears hotter than it really is.

Mr. Jefferfon's table of average heat and cold for the dif-

ferent months, made from the obfervations of 5 fiicceflive

years, though it furnilhed him with a datum to eftimate theo-

retically the climate of Virginia, can afford you no idea of

its temperature. Perh-aps, in fome of thofe years, the mer-

cury was below o during the winter. But when he has

ftated the leafi: and greateft daily heat by Fahrenheit's ther-

mometer for January to be from 3 8 1° to 44°, you can have

no conception that there can be any froft in Virginia, I do

not mean to fay that it is common for the mercury to fall

below o in that country j but I mean to be underftood that

froft Is very frequent there, and that by taking the average

of the greateft heat and greateft cold, when the extremes

are fo great as they are in Virginia, it is impoffible for a

ftranger to form a juft idea of its climate. Mr, Jefferfon

allows that the extremes are very confiderable, and that

the mercury has been known to defcend from 92 deg. to 47
in 13 hours.

A journey to the Illinois will prevent me from writing to

you again as foon as I could wifh ^ but I fhall ever remain

Yours, &c.

IN
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IN addition to what has been faid in the note, p. 23,

concerning the fugar maple -tree, we fhall here gratify

the reader by prefenting him with an ample detail on

that fubjedl, by the fame learned and ingenious profeiTor,

. Dr. Benjamin Rufh, in a letter to the american philofo-

phical foclety.

The fugar maple-trees are generally found mixed with

the beech *, hemlock
-f-,

white and water afh J, the cucum-

ber-tree §, linden ||, afpen **, butter nut ff , and wild cherry-

trees J|. They fometimes appear in groves covering 5 or 6

acres in a body, but they are more commonly interfperfed

with fome or all of the foreft trees which have been men-

tioned. From 30 to 50 trees are generally found upon an

acre of ground. They grow chiefly in the richeft foils, and

frequently in ftony ground. Springs of the pureft water

abound in their neighbourhood. They are, when fully

grown, as tall as the white and black oaks, and from 2 to 3

feet in diameter ^^. They put forth a beautiful white bloflbm

in the fpring, before they fhew a fingle leaf. The colour

of the bloflbm djftinguifhes them from the acer rubrum, or

the common maple, which affords a bloflbm of a red colour.

The wood of the fugar maple-tree is of an inflammable

nature, and is. preferred upon that account by hunters and

furveyors for fire-wood. Its fmall branches are fo much

impregnated with fugar, as to afford fupport to the cattle,

* Fagiis ferruginea. t Pinus abics. J Fraxinus americana.

§ Magnolia acuminafaT
||

Tilia aiTicricana. ** Populas tre-

mula. +t Juglans alba (oblonga). J| Frunus virginiana, of

Linnaeus.

§^ Baron La Hontan, in his voyage to North America, gives the

following account of the niaplc-tree in Canada. After defcribing

the black cherry-tree, fome of which he foys are as tall as the

loftieft oaks, and as big as a hogftiead, he adds, " The maplc-

trce is much of the fame height and bulk. It bears no rcfemblancc

to that fort we have in Europe."
horfes.
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horfes, and flieep of the firft fettlers during the winter,

before they are able to cultivate forage for that purpofe.

Its afhes afford a great quantity of pot-afh, exceeded by few,

or perhaps by none of the trees that grow in the woods of

the United States.

The tree is fuppofed to arrive at its full growth in the

woods in 20 years.

It is not injured by tapping ; on the contrary, the oftener

it is tapped, the more fyrup is obtained from it. In this

refpedl it follows the law of animal fecretion. A fingle

tree has not only furvived, but flourifiied, after 42 tappings

in the fame number of years. The effefl of a yearly dif-

charge of fap from the tree, in improving and increafing

the fap, is demonftratsd from the fuperior excellence of.

thofe trees v/hich have been perforated in an hundred places

by a fmall wood-pecker, which feeds upon the Tap. The

trees, after having been wounded in this way, diftil the

remains of theirjuice on the ground, and afterwards acquire

a black colour. The fap of thefe trees is much fweeter to

the tafte than that which is obtained from trees which have

not been previoully wounded, and it affords more fugar.

From 23 gallons and i quart of Tap, procured in 20 hours

from only two of thefe dark-coloured trees, Arthur Noble/

efq. of the firate of New-York, obtained 4 pounds and 13

ounces of good grained fugar.

A tree of an ordinary fize yields in a good feafon from

20 to 30 gallons of fap, from which are made from 5 to 6

pounds of fugar. To this, there are fometimes remarkable

exceptions. Samuel Low, efq. a juftice of peace in Mont-

gomery county, in the (late of New-York, informed Arthur

Noble, efq. that he had made 20 pounds and i ounce of

fugar, between the 14th and 23d of April, in the year

1789, from a fingle tree that had been tapped for feveral

•fuccellive years before.

From the influence which culture has upon foreft and

L other
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Other trees, it has been fuppofed, that by tranfplantlng the

fugar maple-tree into a garden, or by defkroying fuch other

trees as fheher it from the rays of the fun, the quantity of

the fap might be increafed, and its quahty much improved.

I have heard of one faft which favours this opinion. A far-

mer in Northampton county, in the ftate of Pennfylvania,

planted a number of thefe trees above 20 years ago in his

meadow, from 3 gallons of the fap of which he obtains every

year a pound of fugar. It was obferved formerly, that it

required 5 or 6 gallons of the fap of the trees which grow

in the woods to produce the fame quantity of fugar.

The fap diftils from the wood of the tree. Trees which

have been cut down in the winter, for the fupport of the

domeftic animals of the new fettlers, yield a confiderablc

quantity of fap, as foon as their trunks and limbs feel the

rays of the fun in the fpring of the year.

It is in confequence of the fap of thefe trees being equally

diffufed through every part of them, that they live 3 years

after they are girdled ; that is, after a circular incifion is

made through the bark, into the fubftance of the tree, for

the purpofe of deftroying it.

It is remarkable that grafs thrives better under this tree,

in a meadow, than in fituations expofed to the conftant

adlion of the fun.

The feafon for tapping the trees is in February, March,

and April, according to the weather which occurs in thefe

months.

Warm days and frofty nights are moft favourable to a

plentiful difcharge of fap *. The quantity obtained in a day

• The influence of the weather, in increafing and leffcning the

difcharge of the fap from trees, is very remarkable.

Dr. Tonge fuppofed long ago (Philofophical Tranfaftions, No.
68.) that changes in the weather of every kind, might be better

afcertaincd from the difcharge of fap from trees, than by wcather-

glaifes. I have feen a journal of the effefts of heat, cold, moifture,

drought, and thunder, upon the difcharges from the fugar-trees,

which difpofes me to admit Dr. Totigc's opinion.

from
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from a tree, is from j gallons to a pint, according to the

greater or lefs heat of the air. Mr. Low informed Arthur

Noble, efq. that he obtained near 23 gallons of fap, in one

day (April 14, 1789), from the fingle tree which was before

mentioned. Such inftances of a profufion of fap, in fingle

trees, are however not very common.

There is always a fufpenfion of the difcharge of fap in

the night, if a froft fucceed a warm day. The perforation

in the tree is made with an axe or an augre. The latter is

preferred from experience of its advantages. The augre is

introduced about ^ of an Inch, and in an afcending direc-

tion (that the fap may not be frozen in a flow current in

the mornings or evenings), and is afterwards deepened

gradually to the extent of 2 inches. A fpout is introduced

about half an inch into the hole made by this augre, and

projefts from 3 to 12 inches from the tree. The fpout is

generally made of the fhumach * or elder f , which generally

grow in the neighbourhood of the fugar-trees. The tree is

firft tapped on the fouth fide ; when the difcharge of its fap

begins to lefTen, an opening is made on its north fide, from

which an increafed difcharge takes place. The fap flows

from 4 to 6 weeks, according to the temperature of the

weather. Troughs large enough to contain 3 or 4 gallons,

made of white pine, or white afti, or of dried water afli,

afpen, linden, poplar:};, or common maple, are placed under

the fpout, to receive the fap, which is carried every day

to a large receiver, made of either of the trees before

mentioned. From this receiver it is conveyed, after being

ftrained, to the boiler.

To preferve the fap from rain, and impurities of all

kinds, it is a good practice to cover the troughs with a

concave board, with a hole in the middle of it.

. It remains yet to be determined, whether fome artificial

* Rhus* + Sambucas canadenfis. j Liriodendrum tuHpi-

fcra.

L 2 heat
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heat may not be applied, fo as to increafe the quantity and

improve the quality of the fap. Mr. Noble informed me,

that he faw a tree, under which a farmer had accidentally

burnt fome brufh, which dropped a thick heavy fyrup, re-

fembling molaflcs. This fa£t may probably lead to fome-

thing ufeful hereafter.

During the remaining part of the fpring months, as alfo

m the fummer, and in the beginning of autumn, the ma-

ple-tree yields a thin fap, but not fit for the manufactory of

fugar. It affords a pleafant drink in harvefl, and has been

ofed inflead of rum, in fome inftances, by thofe farmers

\fi Conne£licut, whofe anceflors have left to them, here and

there, a fugar maple-tree (probably to (hade their cattle), in

all their fields. Mr. Bruce defcribes a drink of the fame

kind, prepared by the inhabitants of Egypt, by infuling the

fugar-cane in water, which he declares to be " the moft re-

frefhing drink in the world*."

There are three methods of reducing the fap to fugar.

1. By freezing it. This method has been tried for many

years, by Mr. Obadiah Scott, a farmer in Luzerne county,

* Baron La Hontan gives the following account of the fap of

the fugar maple-tree, when ufed as a drink, and of the manner of

obtaining it :—The tree yields a fap, which has a much pleafanter

tafte than the heft lemonade or cherry-water, and makes the

wholefomeft drink in the world. This liquor is drawn by cutting

the tree 2 inches deep in the wood, the cut being made iloping

to the length of 10 or 12 inches; at the lower end of this

gafh a knife is thruft into the tree flopingly, fo that the watrr runs

along the cut oV gafh, as through a gutter, and falls upon the knife,

which has fome vefl'els placed underneath to receive it. Some
trees will yield 5 or 6 bottles of this water in a day; and fome
inhabitants of Canada might draw 20 hogfhead.H of it in one day,

if they would thus cut and notch all the maple-trees of their

rcfpeftive plantations- The ga(h does no harm to the tree. Of
this fap they make fugar and fyrup, which is fo valuable, that

there can be no better remedy for fortifying the ftomach—
hut few of the inhabitants have the patience to make them, for, as

common things are flighted, (o there arc fcarce any but children

rh;it give tbfmfclvcs the trouble of galhing thefc trees.

in
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in this ftate, with great fuccefs. He fays, that one half of

a given quantity of fap reduced in this way, is better than

€Be third of the fame quantity reduced by boiling. If the

froft (hould not be intenfe enough to reduce the fap to the

graining point, it may afterwards be expofed to the action

of the fire for that purpofe.

2. By fpontaneous evaporation. The hollow ftump of a

maple fugar-tree, which had been cut down in the fpring,

and which was found fome time afterwards filled with fugar,

firft fuggefted this method of obtaining fugar to our farmers.

So many circumftances of cold and dry weather, large and

flat veflels, and, above all, fo much time, are ncceffary to

obtain fugar, by either of the above methods, that the moft

general method among our farmers is to obtain it, 3, By

boiling. For this purpofe the following fafts, which have

been afcertained by many experiments, deferve attention.

1. The fooner the fap is boiled, after i: is coUefted from

the tree, the better. It fhould never be kept longer than

24 hours before it is put over the fire.

2. The larger the vefliel in which the fap is boiled, the

more fugar is obtained from it.

3 A copper veflel affords a fugar of a fairer colour than

^n iron veflel.

The fap flows into wooden troughs, from which it is

carried and poured into fliore troughs, or large cifterns, in

the (hape of a canoe, or large manger, made of white afh,

linden, bafs wood, or white pine, from which it iS conveyed

to the kettle in which it is to be boiled, Thefe cifterns,

as well as the kettle, arc generally covered by a fhed, to

defend the fap from the rain. The fugar is improved by

ftraining the fap through a blanket, or cloth, either before

or after it is half boiled. Butter, hogs lard, or tallow,

are added to the fap in the kettle, to prevent its boiling

over i and lime, eggs, or new milk, are mixed with it, in

«r(Jer to clarify it. I have feen clear fugar made without

^V L 3 the
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the addition of either of them. A fpoonfiil of flacked

lime, the white of one egg, and a pint of new milk, arc the

ufual proportions of thefe articles, which are mixed with

1 5 gallons of fap. In fome famples which I have lately

feen, of maple-fugar clarified with each of the above ar-

ticles, that in which milk alone was ufed, had an evident

fuperiority in point of colour.

The fugar, after being fufEciently boiled, is grained and

clayed, and afterwards refined, or converted into loaf fuiar.

The methods of conducting each of thefe procefles is fo

nearly the fame with thofe which are ufed in the manu-

factory of Weft India fugar, and are fo generally known,

that I need not fpend any time in defcribing them.

It has been^ fubjeCt of inquiry, whether the maple-fugar

might not be improved in its quality, and increafed in its

quantity, by the eftablifhment of boiling-houfes in the

fugar-maple country, to be conducted by alTociated labour.

From the fcattered fituation of the trees, the difficulty of

carrying the fap to a great diftance, and from the many ex-

pcnces which muft accrue from fupporting labourers and

horfes in the woods in a feafon of the year in which nature

affords no fuftenance to man or beaft, I am difpofed to

believe that the mofl: productive method, both in quantity

and profit, of obtaining this fugar, will be by the labour

of private families. For a great number of years many

hundred private families in New-York and I'ennfylvania

have fupplied themfelves plentifully with this fugar during

the whole year. I have heard of many families who have

made from 2 to 400 pounds in a year j and of one man
who fold 600 pounds, all made by his own hands in one

feafon *.
^

Not

* The following receipt publi(hed by William Cooper, efq. in

the Albany Gazette, fully ellabliflics this faft ;

" Received, Cooper'-, town, April 30th, 1790* of William
Cooper, 16 pounds, for 640 pt^unds of fugar, made with my own
hands, without any aliiltance, in Icfs than 4 weeks, belidcs attend-

ing
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. Not more knowledge is neceflary for making this fugar

than foap, cider, beer, four krout, &c. and yet one, or all

of thefe, are made in moft of the farm-houfes of the United

States. The kettles, and other uteniils of a farmer's

kitchen, will ferve raoft of the purpofes of making fugar ;

and the time required for the labour (if it deferves that

name) is at a feafon when it is impoffible for the farmer

to employ himfelf in any fpecies of agriculture. His wife,

and all his children above ten years of age, moreover may
affift him in this bufinefs, for the profit of the weakeft of

them is nearly equal to that of a man when hired for that

purpofe.

"A comparative view of t his fugar has been frequently

jaaade with the fugar which is obtained from the Weft

India fugar-cane, with refpedt to its quality, price, and the

poflible or probable quantity that can be made of it in the

United States j each of which I fliall confider in order.

I. The quality of this fugar is neceflarily better than

that which is made in the Weft Indies. It is prepared in

a feafon when not a fingle infe<Sl exifts to feed upon it, or

to mix its excrements with it, and before a particle of duft,

or of the pollen of plants, can float in the air. The fame

obfervation cannot be applied to the Weft India fugar. The

infects and worms which prey upon it, and of courfe mix

with it, compofe a page in a nomenclature of natural

hiftory. I {hall fay nothing of the hands which are cm-

ployed in making fugar in the Weft Indies, but that men
who work for the exclufive benefit of others, are not under

the fame obligations to keep their perfons clean while

they are employed in this work, that men, women, and

ing t» the other bufinefs of my farm, as providing fire-wood,

taking care of the cattle, &-c.-—John Nicholls—Witnefs,
R. Smith."

A fingle family, confifting of a man and his two fons, on the

maple-fugar lands, between the Delaware and Sufquehanna, made
I Sop Ibfi. of maple-fugar in one feafon.

L 4 children
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children are, who work exclufively for the benefit of them-

felves, and who have been educated in the habits of clean-

linefs. The fuperior purity of the maple-fugar is farther

proved by its leaving a lefs fediment when diffolved in

water than the Weft India fugar.

It has been fuppofed, that the maple-fugar is inferior to

the "Weft India fugar in ftrength. The experiments which

led to this opinion, I fufpe£t have been inaccurate, or have

been made with maple-fugar prepared in a flovenly man-

ner. I have examined equal quantities by weight, of both

the grained and the loaf fugar, in hyfon tea, and in cofiee,

made in every refpedl equal by the niinuteft circumftances

that could affeft the quality or tafte of each of them, and

could perceive no inferiority in the ftrength of the maple-

fugar. The liquors which decided this queftion were

examined at the fame time, by Alexander Hamilton, efq.

fecretary of the treafury of the United States, Mr. Henry

Drinker, and feveral ladies, who all concurred in the above

opinion.

2. Whoever confiders that the gift of the fugar maple*

trees is from a benevolent Providence, that we have many

millions of acres in our country covered with them, that

the tree is improved by repeated tappings, and that the

fugar is obtained by the frugal labour of a farmer's family,

and at the fame time confiders the labour of cultivating the

fugar-cane, the capitals funk in fugar works, the firft

coft of flaves and cattle, the expences of provifions for both

of them, and in fome inftances the additional expence of

conveying the fugar to a market, in all the Weft India

iflands, will not hefitate in believing, that the maple-fugar

may be manufaclured much cheaper, and fold at a lefs price

than that which is made in the Weft Indies.

3. The refourccs for makir.g a fufilcient quantity of

this fugar not only for the confumpti*n of the United

States, but for exportation, will appear from the following

fads.
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{z£\is.—There are, in the ftates of New-York and Penn-

fylvania alone, at leaft i o millions of acres of land, which

produce the fugar maple-tree in the proportion of 30 trees

to I acre. Now, fuppofing all the perfons capable of la-

bour in a family to confift of 3, and each perfon to attend

150 trees, and each tree to yield 51b. of fugar in a feafon,

the product of the labour of 60,000 families would be

135,000,000 pounds of fugar; and, allowing the inhabit-

ants of the United States to compofe 600,000 families,

each of which confumed 200 pounds of fugar in a year,

the whole confumption would be 120,000,000 pounds in

a year, which would leave a balance of 15,000,000 pounds

for exportatton. Valuing the fugar at ^^ of 'a dollar per

pound, the fum faved to the United States would be

8,000,000 dollars by . home confumption, and the fum

gained by exportation would be 1,000,000 dollars. The

only part of this calculation that will appear improbable

is, the number of £imilies fuppofed to be employed in the

manufaiStory of the fugar ; but the difficulty of admitting

this feppofition will vanifh, when we confider, that double

that Ruinber of families are employed every year in making

cider, the trouble, rifks, and expcnces of which are all

much greater than thofe of making maple-fugar.

But the profit of the maple-tree is not confined to its

fugar. It affords an agreeable molafles, and an excellent

vinegar. The fap which is fuitable for thefe purpofcs is

obtained after the fsp which affords the fugar has ceafed to

flow, fo that the manufa£lories of thefe different produ£ls

of the maple-tree, by fucceeding, do not interfere with each

other. The molafTes may be made to compofe the bails

of apleafant fummer beer. The fap of the maple is more-

over capable of affording a fpirit ; but we hope this precious

juice will never be proftituted by our citizens to this ignoble

purpofe. Should the ufe of fugar in diet become more

general in our country, it may tend to leflen the inclination

or
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or fuppofed neceffity for fpirits 5 for I have obferved %

relifh for fugar in diet to be feldom accompanied by d love

for ftrong drink. It is the fugar which is mixed with tea

which makes it fo generally difagreeable to drunkards.

But a diet confiding of a plentiful mixture of fugar has

other advantages to recommend it, which I fhall briefly enu-

merate.

1. Sugar affords the greateft quantity of nourifhment in

a given quantity of matter of any fubftance in nature ; of

courfe it may be preferved in lefs room in our houfes, and

may be confumed in lefs time, than more bulky and lefs

nourifhing aliment. It has this peculiar advantage over

moft>»kinds of aliment, that it is not liable to have its nutri-

tious qualities affected by time or the weather ; hence it is

preferred by the Indians in their excurfions from home.

They mix a certain quantity of maple-fugar with an equal

quantity of Indian corn, dried and powdered, in its milky

flate. This mixture is packed in little bafkets, which arc

frequently wetted in travelling, without injuring the fugar.

A few fpoonfuls of it, mixed with half a pint of fpring

water, afford them a pleafant and ftrengthening meal. From

the degrees of ftrength and nourilhment, which are con-

reyed into animal bodies by a fmall bulk of fugar, I con-

ceive it might be given to horfes with great advantage,

when they are ufed in places or under circumflances which

make it difficult or expenfive to fupport them with more

bulky or weighty aliment. A pound of fugar with grafs or

hay, I have been told, has fupported the ftrength and fpirits

of an horfe, during a whole day's labour in one of the Weft

India iflands. A larger quantity given alone, has fattened

horfes and cattle, during the war before laft, in Hifpaniola,

for a period of fevcral months, in which the exportation of

fugar, and the importation of grain, were prevented by the

want of fliips,

2. The plentiful ufc of fugar in diet is one of the bcft

prevent-
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preventatives that has ever been difcovered of the difeafes

which are produced by worms. Nature feems to have im-

planted a love for this aliment Jn all children, as if it were

on purpofe to defend them from thofe difeafes. I knov,- a

gentleman in Philadelphia, who early adopted this opinion,

and who, by indulging a large family of children in the ufe

of fugar, has preferved them all from the difeafes ufuaily oc-

I
cafioned by worms.

3. Sir John Pringle has remarked, that the plague has

never been known in any country where fugar compofes a

material part of the diet of the inhabitants. I think it pro-

bable that the frequency of malignant fevers of all kinds has

been leflened by this diet, and that its more general ufe

would defend that clafs of people who are moft fubject to

f malignant fevers from being fo often affefted by the n.

4. In the numerous and frequent diforders of the breaft,

which occur in all countries where the body is cxpofed to

a variable temperature of weather, fugar aiibrds the bafis

of many agreeable remedies. It is ufeful in weaknefles, and

acrid defluxions upon other parts of the body. Many fails

might be adduced in favour of this aliertion. I Ihall men-

tion only one, which from the venerable name of the per-

fon, whofe cafe furnifhed it, cannot fail of commanding at-

tention and credit. Upon my inquiring of Dr. Franklin, at

the requeft of a friend, about a year before he died, whe-

ther he had found any relief from the pain of the ftone,

from the blackberry jam, of which he took large quantities,

he told me that he had, but that he believed the medicinal

part of the ja;n refided wholly in the fugar ; and as a reafon

for thinking fo, he added, that he often fjund the fame re-

lief by taking about half a pint of a fyrup, prepared by

boiling a little brown fugar in water, juft before he went to

bed, that he did from a dofe of opium. It has been fup-

pofed by fome of the early phyficians of our country, that

the fugar obtained from the maple-tree is more medicinal

than
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than that obtained from the "Weft India fugar-cane ; but

this opinion I believe is without foundation. It is prefer-

able in its qualities to the Weft India fugar only from its fu-

perior cleanlinefs.

Cafes may occur in which fugar may be required in medi-

cine, or in diet, by perfons who refufe to be benefited, even

indirectly, by the labour of flaves. In fuch cafes, the inno-

cent maple-fugar will always be preferred *.

It has been faid, that fugar injures the teeth ; but this

opinion now has fo few advocates, that it does not deferve

a ferious refutation.

To tranfmit to future generations all the advantages

which have been enumerated from the maple-tree, it will be

neccflary to protedl it by law, or by a bounty upon the

maple-fugar, from being deftroyed by the fcttlers in the

maple country, or to tranfplant it from the woods, and

cultivate it in the old and improved parts of the United

States. An orchard conftfting of 206 trees, planted upon

a common farm, would yield more than the fame number

of apple-trees, at a diftance from a market town. A full-

grown tree in the woods yields 5 pounds of fugar a year.

If a greater expofure of a tree to the aftion of the fun has

the fame effefts upon the maple that it has upon other trees,

a larger quantity of fugar might reafonably be expected

from each tree planted in an orchard. Allowing it to be

only 7 pounds, then 200 trees will yield 1400 pounds of

fugar ; and deduiHiing 200 from the quantity for the con-

fumption of the family, there will remain for fale 1200

pounds, which at -^ of a dol. per pound will yield an annual

* Dr. Knowles, a phyfician of worthy charader in London, had

occafion to recommend a diet to a paticr.r, of which fugar com-

pofed a material part. His patient refuft-d to fubmit to his prc-

fcription, and gave as a reafon for it, tliat lie had witncffed (o

much of the cppreflion and cruelty wliich were cxcrcifcd upon the

flaves who made the fugar, that he had made a vow never to taftc

the pioduft of their mifery as long as he lived

.

profit
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profit to the farmer of 80 dollars. But if it fhould be found

that the fhade of the maple does not check the growth

of grain any more than it does of grafs, double or treble

*hat number of maple-trees may be planted on every farm,

and a profit proportioned to the above calculation be derived

'from them. Should this mode of tranfplanting the means

of obtaining fugar be fuccefsful, it will not be a new one.

The fugar-cane of the Weft Indies was brought originally

from the Eaft Indies, by the Portuguefe, and cultivated at

Madeira, from whence it was tranfplanted, dire(ri:ly or in-

directly, to all the fugar iflands of the Weft Indies.

It were to be wifhed, that the fettlers upon the fugar

maple lands would fpare the fugar-tree in clearing their

lands. On a farm of 200 acres of land, according to our

former calculation, there are ufually 6000 maple-trees. If

only 2000 of thofe original and ancient inhabitants of the

woods were Hift'ered to remain, and each tree were to afford

only 5 pounds of fugar, the annual profit of fuch a farm,

in fugar alone, at the price formerly mentioned, would

amount to 666 dollars, 159 dollars of which would proba-

bly more than defray all the expences of making it, and al-

low a plentiful deduction for family ufe.

According to the ufual annual profit of a fugar maple-

tree, each tree is worth to a farmer, 2 dollars and i- of a

dollar J esclufive therefore of the value of his farm, tlic

2000 lugar maple-trees alone confer a value upon it of

5333 dollars and |g of a dollar.

It is faid that the fugar-trees, when deprived of the fhelter

and fupport they derive from other foreft trees, are liable to

be blown down, occafioned by their growing in a rich, and

of courfe a loofe foil. To obviate this, it will only be ne-

ceiTary to cut off fome of their branches, fo as to alter

its centre of gravity, and to allow the high winds to

have an eafy pafTage through them. Orchards of fugar

maple-trees, which grow with an original expofure of all

their
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their rart* to the aftion of the fun, will not be liable to this

inco -ve ience.

In contemplating the prefent opening profpefts in human

affairs, I am led to expedt that a material part of the gene-

ral happinefs which Heaven feems to have prepared for

.mankind will be derived from the manufactory and general

ufe of maple-fugar j for the benefits which I flatter myfelf

are to refult from it, will not be confined to our own coun-

try. They will, I hope, extend themfelves to the inteijpfts of

humanity in the Weft Indies. With this view of the fub-

jeft of this letter, I cannot help contemplating a fugar

maple-tree with a fpecies of affection and even veneration
;

for I have perfuaded myfelf to behold in it the happy means

of rendering the commerce and flavery of our african

brethren in the fugar iflands as unneceflTary, as it has al-

ways been inhuman and unjufi: *.

I ftiall conclude this letter by wifliing that the patronage

which you have afforded to the maple-fugar as well as the

maple-tree, by your example f may produce an influence

in our country as extenfive as your reputation for ufeful

fcience and genuine patriotifm.

From, Dear Sir,

Your fincere Friend and obedient Servant, -

Benjamin Rush.

P. S. Since writing the above letter, I have procured,

through the friendfl^iip of Mr. Henry Drinker, a copy of Mr.

Botham's account of the method of manufa6luring fugar in

the Eaft Indies. It is extracted from the report of the

* This letter was written before the account of. the war which

has lately taken place in Hifpaniola between the white people and

their flaves, bad reached the city of Piiilajelphia.

+ Mr. JefFcrfon ufes no other fugar in his family than that which

is obtained from the fugiir maple-trcc. He has lately planted an

orchard of maple-trees on his farm in Virginia.

com-
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cpmniittee of the bHtifli~ privy council for trade on the fub-

jeft of the flave trade. I fhall infert in this poftfcript only

fuch parts of ^ as will throw light upon the method of ma-

nufadluring the maple-fugar which has been mentioned, and

to fhow how much it is to be preferred, in point of oeconomy,

to that which- is ufed in the Weft Indies.

Extract from the report of the committee of privy council

for trade on the fubjedl of the african flave trade, &c.

to the king. Part III. No. 3. Mr. Botham on the mode

of cultivating a fugar plantation in the Eaft Indies, &c.

Having been for two years in the englifh and french

Weft indian iflands, and fince condudled fwgar eftates in the

Eaft Indies, before the abolition of the flave trade was

agitated in parliament, it may be defirable to know that

fugar of a fuperior quality and inferior price, to that in our

iflands, is produced in the Eaft Indies j that the culture of

the cane, the manufacture of the fugar and arrack, is, with

thefe material advantages, carried on by free people. China,

Bengal, the coaft of Malabar, all produce quantities of fugar

and fpirits •, but as the moft confiderable growth of the

cane is carried on near Batavia, I fliall explain the improved

manner in which fugar eftates are there conduced. The

proprietor of the eftate is generally a wealthy Dutchman

who has eredted on it fabftantial mills, boiling and curing

houfes. He rents this eftate to a Chinefe, who refides o''

it as a fuperintendant ; and this renter (fuppofing the eftati

to confift of 300 or more acres) re-lets it to freemen it

parcels of 50 or 60, on thefe conditions :

That they fliall plant it in canes, and receive fo much per

pecul of 133! lbs. for every pecul of fugar that the canes

£hall produce.

When crop time comes on, the fuperintendant collects a

fufficient number of perfons from the adjacent towns or

villages, and takes off his crop as follows :

•
. Ta
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To any fet of tradefmen who bring their carts and

buffaloes he agrees to give fuch a price per pecul to cut all

his crop of canes, carry them to the mill, and grind them.

A fecond, to boil them per pecul.

A third, to clay them and balket them for market per

pecul.

So that, by this method of conducting a fugar eftate, the

renter knows to a certainty what the produce of it will coil

him per pecul. He has not any permanent or unncceflary

cxpence ; for when the crop is taken off, the taikmen re-

turn to their feveral purfuits in the towns and villages they

came from ; and there only remain the cane-planters who

are preparing the next year's crop. This, like all other

complex arts, by being divided into feveral branches, renders

the labour cheaper and the work more perfeftly done. Only

clayed fugars are made at Batavia : thefe are in quality equal

to the beft fort from the Weft Indies, and are fold fo low

from the fugar eftates as i8 fliillings fterling per pecul

of 133I lbs. This is not the felling price to the trader at

Batavia, as the government there is arbitrary, and fugar

fubje£t to duties impofed at will. The fliabander exacts a

dollar per pecul on all fugar exported. The price of com-

mon labour is from pd. to lod. per day. By tlie method

of carrying on the fugar eftates, the tafknien gain confider-

ably more than this, not only from working extraordinary

hours, but from being confidered artifts in their feveral

branches. They do not make fpirits on the fugar eftates.

The niolaffes is fent for fale to Batavia, where one diftil-

lery may purchafe the produce of an hundred eftates.

Here is a vaft faving and reduction of the price of

Ipirits ; not as in the Weft Indies, a diftillery for each

eftate ; many centr© in one ; and arrack is fold at Batavia

from 21 to 25 rix-dollars per leaguerjof 160 gallons; fay

Sd. per gallon.

The improvement in making the cane into fugar at Batavia

keeps'
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keeps pace with that in its culture. Evaporation being in

proportion to the furface, their boilers are fet with as much

of it as poffible j the cane juice with temper fufficient to

throw up its inpurities is boiled down to the confiftence of

a fyrup ; it is then thrown up into vats calculated to hold

one boiling, then fprinkled with 2 buckets of water to fub-

fide its foul parts i after {landing 6 hours, it is let off by 3

pegs of different heights into a fingle copper with .one fire.

It is there tempered again, boiled up and reduced to fugar,

by a gentle fire. It granulates, and the fugar-boiler dipping

a wand into the copper fl:rikes on the fide, then drops the

fugar remaining on it into a cup of water, fcrapes it up

with his thumb-nail, and is by this means able to judge to

the utmofl: nicety of the fugar having its proper degree of

boiling. The vats or receivers I mentioned are placed at the

left hand of a fet of coppers ; after running off for boiling

all that is clear, the remainder is paffed through a flrainer,

on the outfide of the boiling-houfe ; what is fine is put into

the copper for fugar ; the lees are referved for diftilling.

The ealy and profitable practice of making fugar from

theTap or juice of the maple-tree had prevailed for many

years in the northern and eaftern dates. The facility and

advantages of this pleaung branch of hufbandry had at-

tradled little attention in Pennfylvania, though a few of its

inhabitants were in the habit of m.anufafturing fmall quanti-

ties of this kind of fugar. In the year 1790, it became

more generally known to the Pennfylvanians, that their

brethren in the eafl^ern and northern parts of the union had

long made confiderable quantities, with their family utenfils,

and without the expence of hiring afliftance ; that the fame

tree might be carefully tapped without injury for many fuc-

teffive years ; that the procefs was fimple and very eafy, and

M only
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only required to be carried on between the middle of

February and the end of March, when the farmer has little

to do } and that a very large proportion of the unfettled

lands of the ftate abound with this valuable tree. The

great and increafing diflike to negro flavery, and to the

african trade, iamong the people of that ftate, occafioned

this new profpedl of obtaining a Aigar, not made by the un-

happy blacks, to be particularly interefting to them. The

following cftimate of the capacity of fugar-maple lands of

Pcnnfylvania and New-York to fupply the demand of the

United States for fugar and molafles, which was founded on

the beft materials attainable at that time, was publifhed,

among other things, to elucidate the fubjeft.

THE DEMAND.

By authentic documents obtained from the cuftom-houfe

©f Philadelphia, it appears, that the medium importation of

brown fugar, for each year, from 1785 to 1789, was

lbs, 5,692,848

Of loaf fugar, on a medium - - - AA^^
And of molafles 543,900 gallons, which at

10 lb. per gallon amount to 5,439,000 lbs.

half of which weight in fugar may be con-

fidered as equal to 543,900 gallons of

molafles ------ 2,719,500

Total quantity of fugar required - - 8,416,828

THE CAPACITY OF SUPPLT.

The information of William Cooper, efq. of Cooper's-

town, one of the judges of the court of common pleas, in

the county of Otfcgo, and fl:ate of New-York, is, that there

.ire ufually made from a tree 5 lbs. v:eight of fugar, and that

there are 50 trees on an acre at a medium. But fuppofc

r)^^\y 4 lt)s. to be produced by a tree, and 40 trees on an acre,

then
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then 52,605 acres will yield 8,416,828 lbs ; and fuppofing

the whole demand of the union 42,034, 140 lbs. or 5 times

the importation into Philadelphia, then 263,000 acres will

yield a fupply for the United States. It need not be ob-

ferved, that there are very many more than 263,000 acres

of fugar-maple lands in each of the 8 following counties :

Albany, Montgomery, Otfego, Tyoga, Ontario, in New-
York } Northampton, Luzerne, Northumberland, in Penn-

fylvania ; alfo, that the fugar-niaple-tree is found in many

other parts of thofe two dates, and of the United States.

It will be frankly admitted, that the refult of the fore-

going eftimate has a wild and vifionary appearance ; but,

•»s it is made upon fafts very carefully afcertained, and as

the whole calculation is cxpofed to examination, it will not

be unreafonable to give fome faith to it, until exaggeration

of faft or error fhall be pointed out.

Philadelphia^ 1 7 90.

In the fpring of the year 1793, the following lettef was

received from judge Cooper, and feveral other perfons who

had emigrated from Pennfylvania, New-Jerfey, and France,

into the prefent county of Otfego, at the heads of the rivers

Delaware and Sufquehanna, which is diftant from Philadel-

phia about 137 miles, and from the city of New-York about

ICO miles, in dircft lines.

" pENTLEMEN, Cooper^s-totuTif April (^t 1793*

*' Being convinced that you feel an intereft in the manu-

.factory of maplq-fugar, and that your wiflies and exertions

^to prevent the deftru£tion of the trees from whence it is

produced have been of public utility, we are encouraged to

tranfmit to you the ftatement we have been able to make

from aftual obfervation, of the quantity of fugar v/hich has

.been made this feafon in the former townfhip of Otfego,

and which was an entire wildernefs in 1786. We find,

upon a moderate calculation, that there has been made ^
M 2 leafl
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leaft i60j000lbs. weight j which, at gd. per lb. is equal is

value to 15,000 dollars. This plain demonftration of the

importance of this article will, we hope, induce you to con-

tinue your endeavours to promote and encourage it ; and wc

•irould fubmit to your confideration, whether it is not an ob-

jeft of fufficient confcquence to claim the encouragement

of the legiflature of your ftate,

William Cooper.

To Henry Drinker, Richard R. Si^ith.

Benjamin Rujh. Renssel Williams, jun.

Tench Cexe* • Charles Francis.

Philadelphia, Lewis de Villers.

Ebbal."

Since the publication of the above calculation, it has been

afcertained, that the balance of the medium imports and

exports of foreign fugar, that is, the confumption of that

article in the United States, is about 20jOOC,ooo lbs. weight

per annum. The quantity of molafles ufed in fubftancc,

and exclufively of diftillation, probably does not exceed

1,500,000 gallons, which may be deemed equal to about

half their weight in fugar, or 6;O0O,O00 of lbs. The total

fum of thefe, being the whole confumption of fugar and

molafles in fnbftance, is 26,000,000 of lbs. It is certain,

that every farmer having 100 acres of fugar-maple land, in

a ftate of ordinary american improvement, that is, oYie-third

covered with judicious referves of wood and timber, and

two-thirds cleared for the culture of grafs and grain, can

make lOOO lbs. weight of fugar with only his necelTarr

farming and kitchen utenfils, if his family confift of a man,

a woman, and a child of 10 years, including himfelf. It

would therefore require the attention of 26^000 of fuch

fmall fmiilies, occupying, at 100 acres each, 2,600,000

acres of thofe lands, to make, at 1000 lbs. each, 26,000,000

f lbs. or a quantity of fugar equal to all the molafles and

fugar
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fugar annually confumed in fubftance, in the United States.

The operation in a family is as eafy as to make houfehold

fpap or cheefe, or to brew ale or beer ; and as there is in

this country much more than twice the above quantity of

fugar-maple lands, in fituations not too fouthern, the only

pbjedt that requires attention, is to give, as faft as poffible,

generality to this fimple, profitable, and comfortable majia-

fafture.

LETTER Vn.

MY DEAR IfRIEND, Ketttiick'j.

IT is natural, I think, that you

|hould expert by this time fome account of the inhabitants,

their manner of living, the mode of fettling the country, the

routes, diftance, and mode of travelling to it, with fome

information refpecEling religion and political fentiments, and

the fecial pleafurcs of the people ; all of which, I am afraid,

will require too much time for a letter, and therefore I beg

that you will be content to receive the information in the

defultory manner I fliall be enabled to fend it.

In fomre of my firft letters I gave you an account of the

£rft fettlement of this country. The perturbed ftate of that

period, and the favage condition of the country, which was

one entire v^ildernefs, made the objeft of the firft emigrants

that of fecurity and fuftenance, and produced the fcheme of

feveral families liying together in what wt re called ftations.

Thefe ftations were a kind of quadrangular or fometimes

oblong forts, formed by building log-houfes connedtedly,

only leaving openings for gate-ways to pafs as they might

have occafion. They v/ere generally fixed in 1 favourable

fituation for water, and in a body of good land. Frequently

M % the
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the head of fome party of connexions, who had a fettlemcnt

and pre-emption right, feized upon thefe opportunities to

have his land cleared, which was necefTary for the fupport

of the ftation ; for, it was not only prudent to keep clofe in

their forts at times, but it was alfo necefTary to keep their

horfes and cows up, otherwife the Indians would carry off

the horfes, and fhoot and deftroy the cattle.

Under fuch circumftances, the firft fettlement of Ken-

tucky was formed, which foon opened a confiderable quan-

tity of land in the county of Lincoln, which lies in the upper

part of the ftate, and contiguous to the wildernefs that ends

in this delegable region.

As the country gained ftrength, the ftations began to

break up in that part of the country, and their inhabitants

to fpread themfclves, and fettle upon their refpeclive eftatcs.

But the embarrafTment they were in for moft of the conve-

niences of life, did not admit of their building any other

houfes but of logs, and of opening fields in the moft expedi-

tious way for planting the Indian corn ; the only grain which

was cultivated at that time.

A log-houfe is very foon erefted *, and in confequencc of

the friendly difpofition which exifts among thofe hofpitable

people, every neighbour flew to the afGftance of each other

upon occafions of emergency. Sometimes they were built

of round logs entirely, covered with rived afh fhingles, and

the interfaces flopped with clay, or lime and fand,- to keqp

out the weather. The next objedl was to open the land for

cultivation. There is very little underwood in any part of

this country, fo that by cutting up the cane, and girdling

the trees, you are fure of a crop of corn. The fertility of

tlie foil amply repays the labourer for his toil; for if the

* A houfe of this fort may be made as comfortable and elegant

as any other kind of building; and is therefore the moft convenient,

as ir may be creifted in fuch a manner as to anfwer the circum-

^anccs of all defcriptions of pcrfons.

^
large
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large trees arc not very numerous, and a large proportion

of them the fugar-maple, it is very likely, from this imper-

fc£t cultivation, that the ground will yield from 50 to 60

bufhcls of corn to the acre. The fecond crop will be more

ample ; and as the (hade is removed by cutting the timber

away, great part of our land will produce from 70 to 1 00

bufhels of corn from an acre. This extraordinary fertility

enables the farmer, who has but a fmall capital, to increafe

his wealth in a moft rapid manner (I mean by wealth the

comforts of life). His cattle and hogs will find fuificient

food in the woods, not only for them to fubfift upon, but

to fatten them. His horfes want no provender the greateft

part of the year, except cane and wild clover ; but he may

afford to feed them with corn the fecond year. His garden,

with little attention, produces him all'the culinary roots and

vegetables necelTary for his table ; and the prolific increafe

-of his hogs and poultry will furnifh him the fecond year,

without fearing to injure his ftock, vfrith a plenty of animal

food ; and in 3 or 4 years his ftock of cattle and (heep will

prove fuificient to fupply him with both beef and mutton

;

and he may continue his plan at the fame time of incr^fing

his ftock of thofe ufeful animals. By the fourth year, pro-

vided he is induftrious, he may have his plantation in fuifi-

cient good order to build a better houfe, which he can do

cither of ftone, brick, or a framed wooden building, the

principal articles of which will coft him little more than the

labour of himfelf and domeilics ; and he may readily barter

or fell fome part of the fuperfluous productions of his farm,

which it will by this time afford, and procure fuch things as

he may ftand in need of for the completion of his building.

Apples, peaches, pears, &c. $cc. he ought to plant when he

finds a foil or eligible fituation to place them in, as that will

not hinder, or in any degree divert, him from the object of

his aggrandizement. I have taken no notice of the game he

M 4 might
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might kill, as it is more a facrifice of time to an induftrious

man than any real advantage.

Such has been the progrefs of the fettlement of this

country, from dirty ftations or forts, and fmoky huts, that

it has expanded into fertile fields, blufhing orchards, plca-

fant gardens, luxuriant fugar groves, neat and commodious

houfes, riling villages, and trading towns. Ten years have

produced a difference in the population and comforts of

this country, which to be pourtrayed in juft colours would

appear marvellous. To have implicit faith or belief that

fuch things have happened, it is firft neceflary to be (as I

have been) a fpedlator of fuch events.

Emigrations to this couiitry were moftly from the back

parts of Virginia, Maryland, Pennfylvania, and North Caro-

lina, until 1784: in which years many officers, who had

ferved in the american army during the late war, came out

with their families ; fevera! families came alfo from England,

Philadelphia, New-Jerfey, York, and the New-England

flates. The country foon began to be chequered after that

sera with genteel men, which operated both upon the minds

and actions of the back woods people, who conf^ituted the

firft emigrants. A talle for the decorum and elegance of

the table was foon cultivated ; the pleafures of gardening

were confidered not only as ufeful but amufing. Thefe

improvements in the comforts of living and manners,

awakened a fenfe of ambition to inllru^l their youth in ufe-

ful and accomplifhed arts. Social pleafures were regarded

as the moll: ineftimable of human pofleffions—the genius of

friendfliip appeared to fofter the emanations of virtue; while

the cordial regard, and fincere defire of pleafing, produced

the mofl: harmonizing elFcd^s. Sympathy was regarded as

the efTence of the human foul, participating of celeftial mat-

ter, and as a fpark engendered to warm our benevolence,

and lead to the raptures of love and rational felicity.

With
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With fuch fentiments our amufements flow from the in-

terchange of civilities, and a reciprocal defire of pleafing.

That famenefs may not cloy, and make us dull, we vary the

fcene as the nature of circumftances will permit. The open-

ing fpring brings with it the profpeft of our fummer*s la-

bour, and the brilliant fun aftively warms into life the

vegetable world, which blooms and yields a profufion of

aromatic odours. A creation of beauty is now a feaft of

joy, and to look for amufements beyond this genial torrent

of fweets, would be a perverllon of nature, and a facrilege

againft heaven.

The feafon of fugar-making occupies the women, whofe

mornings are cheered by the modulated buffoonery of the

mocking-bird, the tuneful fong of the thrulh, and the gaudy

plumage of the parroquet.—Feftive mirth crowns the even-

ing.—The bulinefs of the day being over, the men join the

women in the figar groves, where enchantment feems to

dwell.—^The lofty trees wave their fpreading branches over

a green turf, on whofe foft down the mildnefs of the even-

ing invites the neighbouring youth to fportive play ; while

our rural Neftors, with calculating minds, contemplate the

boyifh gambols of a growing progeny, they recount the

exploits of their early age, and in their enthufiafm forget

there are fuch things as decrepitude and mifery. Perhaps

a convivial fong, or a pleafant narration, clofes the fcene.

Rational pleafures meliorate the foul j and it is by fami-

liarizing man with uncontaminated felicity, that fordid

avarice and vicious habits are to be deftroyed.

Gardening and fifhing conftitute fome part of the amufe-

ments of both fexes. Flowers and their genera form one

of the ftudies of our ladies; and the embelliftiment of their

houfes with thofe which are known to be falutary, conftitutes

a part of their employment.—Domeftic cares and mufic fill

up the remainder of the day ; and focial vifits, without cere-

mony or form, leave them without ennui or difguft. Our

young



lyO \VESTERN TERRITORY OP

young men are too gallant to permit the women to have

feparate amufements } and thus it is that we find that fuavity

and poUtenefs of manners univerfal, which can only be

cffefted by feminine polilh.

The autumn and the winter produce not lefs pleafurc.

Evening vilits moftly end with dancing by the young peo-

ple, while the more aged indulge their hilarity, or diflemi-

nate information in the difquifition of politics, or fome ufc-

ful art or fcience.

Such are the amufements of this country, which have

for their bafis hofpitality, and all the variety of good things

that a luxuriant foil is capable of producing, Without the

alloy of that diftrefs of mifery which is produced from pe-

nury or want. Malt liquor, and fpirits diftilled from corn

and the juice of the fugar-tree mixed with water, conftitute

the ordinary beverage of the country. Wine is too dear to

be drank prodigally ; but that is a fortunate circumftancc,

as it will be an additional fpur to us to cultivate the vine.

The routes from the different Atlantic dates to this

country are various, as may be fuppofed. From the north-

ern ftates it is through the upper parts of Pennfylvania to

Fittfburg, and then down the river Ohio. The diliance

from Philadelphia to Fittfburg is nearly 300 miles. From

Lancafter about 230. The route through Redftone and

by Pittfburg, both from Maryland and Virginia, is the moft

eligible, provided you have much baggage ; except you go

from the fouthern and back counties of Virginia ; then your

beft and moft expeditious way is through the wildernefs.

From Baltimore, pafling Old Town upon the Potowmac,

and by Cumberland fort, Braddock's road, to Redftone

old fort on the Monongahala, is about 240 miles ; and

from Alexandria to the fame place, by Winchefter Old

Town, and then the fame route acrofs the mountain, is

about 220 miles. This laft murt be the moft eligible for

all Europeans who may wiih to travel to this country, as the

diftancc
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diftance by land is fhortet, the roads better, and the ac-

commodations good ; t. e. tiiey are very good to Old Town,

which is 140 miles from Alexandria, and from thence to

Redftonc comfortable, and plentifully fupplied with pro-

vifions of all forts : the road over the mountain is rather

rough, but no where in the leaft difficult to pafs.

Travellers or einigrants take different methods of tranf-

porting their baggage, goods, or furniture, from the places

they may be at to the Ohio, according to circumliances, or

their objedl in coming to the country. For inftance, if a

man is travelling only for curiofity, or has no family or

goods to remove, his beft way would be to purchafe horfes,

and take his route through the wildernefs ; but provided he

has a family, or goods of any fort to remove, his beft way,

then, would be to purchafe a waggon and team of hOrfes to

carry his property to Redftone old fort, or to Pittfburg,

according as he may come from the northern or fouthern

ftates. A good waggon will coft, at Philadelphia, about lol.

(I ihall reckon every thing in fterling money for your

greater convenience), and the horfes about 12I. each ; they

would coft fomething more both at Baltimore and Alex-

andria. The waggon may be covered with canvafs, and, if

it is the choice of the people, they may fleep in it at nights

with the gj-eateft fafety. But if they fhould diflike that,

there are inns of accommodation the whole diftance on the

different roads. To allow the horfes a plenty of hay ana

corn would coft- about is. per diem, each horfe ; fuppoftng

you purchafe your forage in the moft ceconomical manner,

/'. e. of tl\e farmers, as you pafs along, from time to time as

you may want it, and carry it in your waggon j and not of

inn-keepers, who muft have their profits. The provifions

for the family J would purchafe in the fame manner ; and by

having 2 or 3 camp kettles, and flopping every evening

when the Weather is fine upon the brink of fome rivulet,

and
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and by kindling a lire, they raay foon drefs their food.

There is no impediment to thefe kind of things, it is com*

mon, and may be done with the greateft fecurity ; and I

would recommend all perfons who wifh to avoid expence,

as much as poflible'to adopt this plan. True, the charges

at inns on thofe roads are remarkably reafonable ; but I have

menbioned thofe particulars, as there are many unfortunate

people in the world to whom the faving of every (hilling is

an objedl j and as this manner of journeying is fo far from

being difagreeable, that in a fine feafon it is extremely

pleafant.

Provifions in thofe countries are very cheap ; beef, mut-

ton, and pork, are fomething lefs than 2d. per lb j dunghill

fowls are from 4d. to 6d. each ; duck 8d
; geefe and tur-

kies, IS. 3d. butter, 3d ; cheefe I will fay nothing about,

as there is very little good until you arrive in Kentucky.

Flour is about 12s. 6d per cwt.

The beft way is to carry their tea and coffee from the

place they may fet out at ; good green tea will be from

4s. 6d. to 6s. per lb ; fonchong from 3s. to 5s ; coffee

will coft from is 3d to is. 6d, per lb j loaf fugar from

7| to io|d. But I would not recommend their carrying

much fugar j for as the back country is approached, the

maple-fugar is in abundance, and may be bought from 3d.

to 6d per lb. Such are the expences to be incurred in

travelling to this country by Redftone and Pittjfburg.

The diftance which one of thofe waggons may travel one

day with another is little fhort of 20 miles. So that it will

be a journey from Alexandria to Redftone old fort of

II or 12 days J from Baltimore a day or two longer; and

from Philadelphia to Pittfburg, I fhould fuppofe, it would

require nearly 20 days, as the roads are not fo good as from

the two former places.

From thefe prices ^he expence of removing a family,

from
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from either of the fea-ports I have mentioned, to the Ohio,

may be computed with tolerable cxa6titude *,

The beft time for fetting out for this country from any

of the Atlantic ports, is the latter end of either September

or April. The autumn is perhaps the moft eligible of the

two 5 as it is moft likely that the roads acrofs the mountain

will be drier, and provifions and forage are then both more

plentiful and cheap than in the fpring.

If this mode fhould not fuit the convenience of the party,

by reafon of their not wanting a waggon or horfes when

they arrive in this country, they may have their goods

brought out to Redftone old fort from Alexandria for 12s.

per cwt. and in like proportion from Baltimore and Phila-

delphia.

At Redftone old fort, or Pittfljurg, they can either buy

a boat, which will coft them about 53. per ton, or freight

their goods to Kentucky for jibout is. per cwt. There is

no regular bufinefs of this fort j but as there are always

boats coming down the river, is. per cwt. is the common

charge for freight. But more frequently when there is

boat-room to fpare, it is given to fuch as are not able to

purchafe a boat, or have not a knowledge of the navigation.

However, that is a bufinefs which requires no Ikill, and

there are always numbers of people coming down, who will

readily conduct a boat for the fake of a paflage.

The diftance from Philadelphia + by land to Kentucky is

* The editor is informed that, by a letter from the Rev.

Mr. Toulmin, dated Lexington, Februaiy 14, 1795, it appears,

that the er.iigrations to Kentucky the preceding autumn amounted
to 14,000 people ; that he himfelf rents a country-houfe, oiit-houfes.

and 30 acres of land (including a peach-garden), for 18I. fterling

a year, abou'i i mile diftar.t from Lexington.

+ The diftances in the fettled parts only can be computed with

any degree of exaftitude ; but from the beft information that can

be coUefted, from the rapids of the Ohio to Santa Fe is about tooq
miles, and from tlience to the city of Mexico about 1500.

The computed diftance between New Orleans and Mexico is

ftsmething Ihort of 2 coo miles, and about the fame to Santa Fe.

between
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between 7 and 800 miles ; from Baltimore nearly 700 j

nearly 600 from Alexandria ; and upwards of 500 from

Richmond. The roads and accommodations are tolerably

good to the borders of the wildernefs ; through which it is

hardly poffible for a carriage to pafs, great part of the way

being over high and fteep hills, upon the banks of the

rivers, and along defiles, which in fome places fecm to

threaten you at every ftep with danger *. This is the only

route the people corning from the upper parts of Virginia

and North Carolina can take at prefent to get into the

country, thegapof Cumberland mountain being the only place

where it can be pafled without the greatefl difficulty. The
opening the Tenafee will afford a convenient communication

with the Miffiffippi. The wildernefs, which was formerly

200 miles through, without a fingle habitation, is reduced

from the fettleitient of Powel's valley to nearly one half of

that dirtance; and it is to be expe£led that, in a few years

more, the remainder of the diflance will afford fettle-

ments for the accommodation of people travelling that

route ; when a good road may be made quite to Kentucky.

The canals I have fpoken of, which arc cutting on the Po-

lowmac +, and the removal of the obftruftions in Cheat

river, will render the paffage from Alexandria, or the fede-

ral city, to the Ohio, both cheap and eafy.

Upon the arrival of emigrants in the country, they genc-«

rally take a view of that part in which it is their objeft to

ftttle, and according to their circumflances or calling, fix

upon fuch a fituation as may appear eligible for their huCi-

nefs. But as the greater proportion of the emigrants who

• This road has been confKlcral)ly improved, and a poll now
pafles weekly through it from Philadelphia to Kentucky.

+ There arc two confiilerable falls in tl.e Potowmac, one about

12 miles above Alexandria, the otiier nearly 30; and when thefe

canals arc completed (which moll probably was alread)' done about

the latter end of 1793)1 its navigation will be carried quite into

liie Allegany mountains.

ccmc
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come to this country are hufbandmen, I fhall only take no-

tice of their manner of proceeding and fettling a farm.

Land is to be purchafed in every part of the country : the

prices are various, according to the improvements there

may be upon it, its quality, and local fituation ; the general

price of land, with fome improvements, is from 12s. to 15s.

per acre. Plantations, with orchards and other improve-

ments, may be purchafed from il. to il. 5s. per acre i

good land, without improvements, may be purchafed from

IS. 6d. to 8s. per ditto, which price will be according to its

rate, or quality and fituation.

Remember, I take notice only of the fettle J country, as I

apprehend no European would be hardy enough to form a

fettlement in a wildernefs, which will be left for the Ame-
ricans, who, no doubt, from habit, are beft qualified for

that fort of bufinefs. Indeed, there is a number of people

who have fo long been in the cuftom of removing farther

and farther back as the country becomes fettled, for the

fake of hunting, and what they call range for their cattle,

.wh'ch is that of their feeding upon the natural grafs, that

they feem unquaiiiied for any other kind of life. This is

f favourable to the fettling a wild and infant country ; and no

doubt this difpofition ''.vill laft (with fome) as long as there

is left a wildernefs in America. It is. however, certain, this

is advantageous to fociety, which will be bettered, and not

injured, by fuch peculiar habits, fo long as they have new

countries to people : for this adventurous fpirit tends to

accelerate the propagation of domeftic animals of every

fort.

Perfons of moderate fortune, upon taking pofTeflion of

the land they intend to form into a plantation, procure fuch

(lock as their .circumfiances will admit, and the extent of

their obje«SV requires.

Let us fuppofe an induftrious man already provided with

the necefi'ary tools for bis agricultural employment» and a

little
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little money to buy ftock. In fuch a iltuation, after build-

ing his houfe in the manner I have mentioned, which will

coft him little more than his, labour, he fhould procure fome

dunghill fowls, a cow, and a breeding fow. The fowls will

produce eggs for his family ; the cow, milk and butter, if flie

is well taken care of; and the fow will produce 2, if not 3,

litters of pigs within the year. Tliefe animals are very pro-

lific in this climate and foil j and it is not a fanguine calcu-

lation to fuppofe the fow will have 8 or 10 pigs at each

litter i by which means the family will have pork fufficient

for the next year ; and the year after they may barter bacon

for beef and mutton, which I will conclude their circum-

ilances have not permitted them, as yet, to purchafe. His

labour will have provided him with corn before this time ;

and in the extenlion of his plantation, and the increafe of

his cow and hogs, his difficulties will be over j and a few

years of induftry and perfeverance will make him a man of

property. The increaflng ratio of ftock is prodigious,

where provifion for . them cofts fo little as it does here, and

where the fertility of the foil is fo wonderful. His fowls

will coft about 3d. each, his breeding fow ;;bout 5 iliillings,

and his cow, if a very good one, of 4 cwt. and upwards,

will coft him from 30 to 40 Iliillings.

I have hitherto fuppofed this induftrious man not in cir-

cumftances to enable him to ufe horfes and plough, but.

obliged to hoe his corn ; the only difficulty of which will be

the preparing tlie ground for the feed. According to this

imperfeiSl: cultivation, I v.ill conclude that his crop of corn

will not be more than 30 bufliels to the acre. Now an in-

iduftrious man making a fettlenient in the autumn would be

able to open 3 acres of land, in the manner I have related,

before the time of planting, which will be in April or May ;

indeed, as late as June will anfwer ; .fo that he may take

advantage of this favourable circumftance, and, by planting

at difterent periods, he will be better enabled to cultivate his

crop,
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t'rop, as it wIJI not all require his attendance at the fame

time. Allowing half an acre for vegetables and pulfe, and

the yield of his labour will be 75 bufhels of corn. Admitting

then that he has a wife and 2 children, I will allow one

half of this corn for their year's fupport, which, with the

animal food his ftock will afford him, and vegetables, will

conftltute a comfortable living. The other half he may

fell, and purchafe thofe artificial neceffaries his family may

want. The fecond autumn and winter he may open 2. acres

more, and put the other 3 into better condition ; one of

which fhould be fown with flax or hemp feed, in order to

give employment to his wife, and to provide linen for do-

meftic ufes. His crop of corn the fecond year, with the

extended and improved cultivation, will not be fhort of

125 bulhels. The furplus quantity of this year's crop will

7- go a great way towards purchafing a horfe and plough )

and as the third crop will be more ample, he will then find

himfelf comfortable and independent. I have all along fup-

pofed this farmer to have made prompt payment for every

thing that he has wanted, which is feldom alked from an

induftrious man who is anxious to provide for his family.

Such a man may not only have credit for horfes and cattle^

but even for the land j and in a very little time, with induf-

try, he may pay the whole off. I have taken no notice of

the taxes he will have to payy as it is moft likely they would

toot, all together, amount to 5 fhillings*

Provifions of every fcrt are both plenty and cheap in

this country. Flour is from 6s, to 9s. per cwt. according to •

its quality. Indian corn is from pd. to is. per bufiiel.

Beef is from i|d. to 2d. per lb. Veal, 2|d. per ditto.

Mutton, 3d. ditto ; which high price is owing to the general

defire the farmers have to increafe their flocks. Pork 1$

from 2d. to 2|d. per lb. Bacon, from 3|d. to 4d. i3acon

hams, from /\d. to $ldi Salt beef, 2d. Hung or dried

N beef.
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beef, 3d. Neat's tongues, 6d. each. Buffalo ditto, whieh

are a moft delicious morfel, 9d. Dunghill fowls, ducks,

mufcovy ditto, geefe, turkies, guinea fowls, and pigeons,

are proportionally cheap. Butter is from sfd. to 3^d.

per lb. Cheefe from ad. to 3d. per ditto.

We have a variety of fifh in our rivers ; the moft efteemed

of which are the perch, trout, buffalo filh, and foft turtle.

The pearch is in fize from 5 to 1 2 lb. is firm and fat in its

feafon, which is from February until July, and is equal to

any fait-water fifh I ever tafted. The trout is caught from

8 to 30 lb. weight. This fifh is too univerfally known and

admired to require any account of its excellence, particularly

as the trout in England is the cxaft miniature of ours.

The buffalo fifli is in fize from 4 to 8 lb. is a very fine fifh,

but inferior to the two former. But the foft turtle is, per-

haps, the mofl delicious fifh in the world, and amply com-

penfates for our having no other teftaceous fifh. This

turtle is gelatinous, except a fmall fhell upon its back, about

the bignefs of the palm of the hand. The weight is froq[i

6 to 10 lb. m
Mofl people make their own fugar ; but when it is fold,

the price is from 3d. to 4|d. per lb. according to its fine-

nefs. The bufinefs of fugar-refining is only commencing,

which makes it impofUble to fay exa£lly what will be the

general price of loaf or refined fugar ; but I conclude it will

be proportionally low with raw fugur, as the bufinefs can be

carried on in this country at lefs expence than in Philadel-

phia and York, where the price of the neceffaries of life i»

fo much higher. Tea, coffee, chocolate, and fpices, are

fomething higher here than in Philadelphia. Good grectt
j

tea is from 5s. to 8s. per lb. Imperial or gunpowder,

JOS. 6d. Pearl and fchoulong, from 12s. to 16s. Good .

fouchong, from 4s. 6d. to 7s. per ditto. Bohea,from as. to j

3s. 6d. Coffee, from is. 9d. to 25. Chocolate, from is. 6d.

to
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to IS. 8d. Spices are moftly 25 per cent, higher than they

3te at Philadelphia or Baltimore.

I have entered into feveral minutlje, in order tJiat you

may have a more clear idea of the people and fituation of

this country. I have not aimed fo much at being agreeablej

as to convey information.

In a country in the zenith of the perfe£lIon of arts, and

one juft removing the fliade of favage wildnefs, the contraft

appears, I know, greater to an European than it really is.

We have more of fimplicity, and you more of art,—We
have more of nature, and you more of the world. Nature

formed our features and intellefts very much alike ; but

while you have metamorphofed the one, and contaminated

the other, we preferve the natural fymbols of both. You
have more hypocrify—we are fincere. You are more cun-

ning and adroit, which your laws and habits have rendered

part of your natures. We are not fo ftupid as not to fee

through the veil j but when an European does us the honour

to vifit us, we have both too much hofpitality and fuavity of

manners to inform him he has neither fentiments nor

religion. A few years refidence with us teaches him th^t

important truth, and felf-conviftion is always the moft

lafting.

However, a delineation of the laws, and fubftance of the

opinions, which our new code will contain, will give you a

better conception of our moral and political fentiments, and

their probable duration ^ and with hopes that an early op-

portunity will prefent itfelf to forward my letter upon that

fubjeft, I fhall take my leave of you for the prefent, my
dear friend, with wifhing you every poflible felicity.

Farewell. ^

I am.

With the utmoft regard and efleem,

Yours, &c.

N 2 MR.
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MR. Thomas Ccoper, late of Manchefter, in anfwer to

queftions concerning the ftate of fociety in America, and

whether european comforts and conveniences can be

procured there ?—and, whether provifions are cheaper

and more plentiful there, than in England ? writes as

follows

:

America is a large place ; and between the different

ftates, there are ftrong fliades of difference ; nor does a

large town furnifh the fame anfwer to your queries as the

country.

In Bofton, New-York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore, the

ftate of fociety is much the fame as "in the large towns of

Great Britain, fuch as Birmingham, Briftol, Liverpool, and

Manchefter. The american towns I havejuft enumerated,

contain together about the fame number of inhabitants as

the englifli towns juft mentioned ; that is, about 2oo,cco.

Bofton, in 1791, contained 18,038 inhabitants j New-

York, 33,131 ; Philadelphia^ 42,520 j Baltimore^ 13>503 ;

Richmond, 3,761 ; Alexandria, 2,748 ; Lexington, in,

Kentucky, 834, Since that year the increafe has been^

equivalent to make up the aggregate what I ftate *. New-

York, for inftance, is a perfeft counterpart of Liverpool

:

the lltuation of the docks, the form of ftreets, the ftate of J

the public buildings, the infide as well as the outfide of'

the houfes, the manners, the amufements, the mode of

living among the expenfive part of the inhabitants— all

thefc circumftances are as nearly alike, in the towns laft

mentioned, as pofllble. In all the american towns above

noticed, there are theatres and affemblies. They arc, in

fliort, precifely what the larger and more opulent provincial

towns of Great Britain are. Hence alfo you may eafily

* At prefcnt Philadelphia contains aliout 70,000, New-York
about 40,000, Lexington 1,500 inhabitants.

conceive.
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conceive, that european comforts and conveniences are not

fcarce. In fa6t, you may find in Philadelphia or New-
York, every article of that defcription ufually kept in the

Ihops in the englifli towns I have referred to, in equal

plenty, but not indeed equally cheap. To the price of all

articles of luxurious furniture (pictures, pier-glafles, car-

pets, &c.) add one-third to the englifli price, and you have

the full american price, Houfe-rent is alfo much the fame

as in the places hitherto compared : if any thing, fomewhat

dearer in America, for houfes of the fame fize and conve-

nience. The houfes, in the one fet of towns as in the other,

are built of brick and ftone. In the country fituations of

AiTierica, houfes of equal convenience are as cheap as in the

country of Great Britain.

Provifions (milk and butter excepted, at Philadelphia and

fouthward) are a full third cheaper than in ilmilar places

of Great Britain. Butter, in Bofton and New-York, is

cheaper than in Philadelphia, where it is from i5d. to 2od.

per lb. Cheefe about the fame price as with you, but not

fo good. Firing in the great towns very dear, a cord of

hiccory wood, 8 feet by 4 feet and 4 feet, felling in Phila-

delphia and New-York, in winter, at 7 dollars. Remote

from the great towns it would be about j dollar and a

half.

In the fettled country, however, from 15 to 250 miles

from the large towns, the ftate of fociety, and the ftyle of

living, is, in my opinion, preferable to the country life of

Great Britain.

In the latter kingdom, the people are divided into, firil;,

rich proprietors and great lords, who come occafionally

to vifit their country feats; fecondly, gentlemen fanners,

whom inclination, or too ftrait an income, prevent

from living in towns ; and thirdly, farming tenantry,

who cultivate the ground for a fcanty livelihood. In

America you have nojie of the firft clafs : the mafs of in-

N 3 habitants
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habitants (cxclufive of lervants) confifts of thofe vrho

pofTefs in fee fimple, from loo to 500 acres of land, aflually

in ctiltivation : together with the tradefmen immediately

dependent on agriculture (all of whom are farmers), and

the ftore-keepers difperfed in the fmaller towns, almoft all

of whom are farmers alfo. But they are all flovenly

farmers : their fences are not neat ; they have few hedges,

and thofe few are rough and imperfect. The fence in the

middle and fouthern ftates is ufually wood fplit into lengths,

of 5 or 6 feet, and 3 or 4 inches thick, of which the ends

arc placed one on the top of another, angular-wife. In

New-England, ftone fences are common. In Pennfylvania,

about 20 years ago, there were many hedges of privet, but

one fevere winter killed them all. They have many in-

digenous thorny flirubs that would anfwer for hedges,

but they do not give themfelves the trouble to try. For

gardening they have much lefs tafte than the Engliih ; for

orchards more. Every farm-houfe in the middle and

fouthern ftates has its peach-orchard, and its apple-orchard j

and with all their flovenlinefs, abundance and content are

evident in every habitation. Thefe habitations are ufually

pf wood : more generally of logs, cafed or uncafed with

boards, than built of frame-work j all the windows are

faflied, and the infides of the houfes, generally fpeaking,

are as creditable to the miftrefs of the family, as the grounds

around feem othcrwife to the mafter; whofe induftry

indeed is ufually exerted upon more important objefts.

Neatnefs, among the common farmers, and tafte, among

the more opulent cultivators, have not yet found their way.

llofpitality is relative : from MalTachufetts to Maryland

inns are plenty, and ftrangers frequent them when they

travel : from the fouth boundary of Pennfylvania to South

Carolina, taverns are more fcarce and dear, and hofpitality

is on the moft liberal fcale. Nor are the people ignorant

}

newfpapers are as plentiful in America as they are now in

France
^
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Trance ; book focieties are everywhere to be found ; and

though learning, in the european acceptation of the word,

is uncommon, good fenfe, and fome reading, are univerfal.

In the country, provifions are from one-third to one-

half lefs than in Great Britain : fifh and game are in great

plenty.

You afk what appear to me to be the general induce*

ments to people to quit England for America ? In my mind,

the firft and principal feature is, " the total abfence of

anxiety refpe^ing the future fuccefs of a family.** There is

little fault to find with the government of America, either

in principle or in practice : we have very few taxes to pay,

and thofe are of acknowledged neceffity, and moderate in

amount : we have no animofities concerning religion : it

is a fubjeft about which no queftions are alked : we have

few refpe^ling political men or political meafures : the pre-

fent irritation of men's minds in Great Britain, and the

difcordant (late of fociety on political accounts, is not

known there. The government is the government of the

people, and^r the people. There are no tithes nor game

laws : and excife laws upon fpirits only, and fimilar to the

britiih excife only in name. There are no men of great

rank, nor many of great riches. Nor have the rich there

the power of oppreiTuig the lefs rich (for poverty, fuch

as in Great Britain, is almoft unknown). Nor are their

ftreets crowded with beggars, I faw but one only while I was

there, and he was englifh. You fee no where in ArawcaT

the difgufting and melancholy contrail, fo common in

Europe, of vice, and filth, and rags, and wretchednefs, iij

the immediate neighbourhood of the moft wanton extra-

vagance, and the moft ufelefs and luxiurious parade. Nor

are the common people fo depraved as in Great Britain.

Quarrels are uncommon, and boxing-matches unknown

in our ftreets. "W^e have no military to keep the people

in aiwe. Robberies are very rare. I heard of no burglary

N4 m
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in Philadelphia during the fever there, though no one

ftaid in the town who could atFord to leave it. All thefe

are real advantages : but great as they are, they do not

weigh with me fo much, as the fingle confideratlon firft

mentioned.

In England, the young man flies to proftltution, for

fear of the expence of a family eftablifhment, and the

more than poflible extravagance of a wife ; celibacy is a

part of prudence, it is openly commended, and as fteadily

praflifed, as the voice of nature will allow. The married

man, whofe paflions have been ftronger, whofe morals have

been lefs callous, or whofe interefl: has furnifhed motives

to matrimony, doubts whether each child be not a mif-

fortune, and looks upon his offspring with a melancholy -

kind of affection, that embitters fome of the moft plea-

furable moments of life. There are exceptions to this

from great fuccefs in the purfuits of the father ; there are

exceptions from ftronger degrees of parental affeftion

;

and the more fanguine look forward with ftronger hope

:

but I have feen too much not to be fatisfied of the perfeft

truth of this general pofttion. I do not care what may be

the fituation in life of the parents, or the rank to which,

they belong j from my own labour, when I lived among

you, at i2s. a week, to lord S , of 25,000!. a year,

through many intermediate ranks, I have had too frequent / ^

occafton to obferve this melancholy fa£l.

In the former inftance, the man I employed confoled

himfelf, with tears in his eyes, for the lofs of his eldeft

fen (who was accidentally drowned^, becaufe he had one

lefs to provide for ; and in the fecond inftance, his lord-,

fhip laid down his fox-hounds, becaufe he had a large

family.

In America, particularly out of the large towns, no man

of moderate 'defires feels anxious about a family. In the

country, where dwells the mafs of the people, every man

feels
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feels the increafe of his family to be the increafe of his

riches : and no farm-jr doubts about the facility of pro-

viding for his children as comfortably as they have lived,

where land is fo cheap and fo fertile, where fociety is fo

much on an equality, and where the prodigious increafe of

population, from natural and accidental caiifes, and the

improving flate of every part of the country, furnifhes

a market for whatever fuperfluous produce he chufits to

raife, without prefenting incefTantly that temptation to

artificial expence, and extravagant competition, fo common

and fo ruinous in your country.

In Great Britain, perpetual exertion, InceiTant, unremit-

ting induftry, daily deprivation of the comforts of life, and

anxious attention to minute frugality, are almoft incumbent

on a man of moderate fortune, and in the middle clafs

of life : and the probabilities of ultimate fuccefs are cer-

tainly againft a large family. In England, no man has a

right (calculating upon the common chances) to expefl

that 5 or 6 children fhall all fucceed.

In America it is otherv/ife : you may reafonably reckon

upon a comfortable fettlement, according to your fituation

in lifcj for every part of a family, however numerous. I

declare I know nothing in your country equivalent to the

taking off this weight upon the mind of a father of a

family. It is felt in the occurrences of every day 5 and

I have feen with pleafure the countenance of an european

emigrant, in America, brighten up on this very comfortable

refleftion ; a refledlion which confoles even for lofs of

friends, and exile from a native country.

To perfons in genteel life, and of the clafs which you

call men of fortune, nearly the fame difficulties occur:

with you every rank treads fo clofe on the heels of the

jrank above it, that an excefs of expence above income is

general j and perloaps the difficulties of a family are flill

greater in the clafs laft mentioned. Temptations to un-

iieceiTary
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neceflary expcnce, owing to the numerous gradations o(

rank in England, are perpetual, and almoft unconquerable;

With us, a man is more equitably appreciated : and in the

country of America, he is eftimated more at what he is,

and lefs at what he feems. Something like european

manners, and fomething of the ill effeft of inequality of

ricjjes, is to be found in the great towns of America, but

notl^ng like what an inhabitant of the old country expe-

riences ; and the mafs of the people in America are nearly

untainted. Hence the freedom from artificial poverty,

and the univerfal diffufion of the common comforts and

conveniences of life.

In your country, moreover, if a man has been pecu-»

niarily unfortunate, the eager crowd prefs on and trample

over him, and once down he is kept down. In America,

a falfe ftep is not irretrievable ; there is room to get up

again : and the lefs unfortunate ftumbler looks round at

leifure, and without difmay, for fome more profitable

path to be purfued. With you, every employment is full,

and you are prefled and elbowed on all fides : with us,

every employment has room for induftry, and for many

years almoft every fpccies of induftry muft be fuccefsfuU

In iine, ours is a rifing country.—I am forry to fay it, but,

I fear, yours is a falling country. A fingle man, with

you, may be buoyed up by his unfettered exertions ; but

a family is a mill-ftone about the neck of many, very

many, among you, whofe anxious induftry deferves a better

reward.

You aflc me what kind of people will find it their

iirtereft to go to America ? Whether thofe who have a£ted

as merchants, or iliopkeepers, or manufacturers, in England

will fucceed there ? Whether a man of large income can

pleafantly fpend it ? Whether a gentleman of moderate

fortune can improve it, or a man of large property increafe

it there ? Whether the american CQutinent holds out in^

ducepientt
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ducements to the profeflions of law, phyfic, and divinity ?

What is a literary man to do there ? Or whether a perfon

of a literary turn will ealily find fociety there ?

I cannot enter into details on all thefe inquiries j I have

neither all the fafts, nor the time, for this purpofe. How,-

ever, the refult, the fum and fubftance of my remarks

on thefe queftions, are as follow.—They will perhaps ad-

mit of exceptions, but they are generally tnie.

With refpeft to merchants, tradefmen, and fhopkeepers,

they will of neceffity have a kind of local apprenticcfliip

to ferve, whatever be the previous connexions which induce

them to go thither : they muft fpend time there to acquire

a fufficient knowledge of the habits and manners of the

people, of the charafters and fitpations of thofe with whom,

they are to deal, of the channels of commerce, the articles

of barter, and the other details of bufinefs, which nothing

but adlual refidence and local inveftigation can fupply. With

this, no perfon of good charafter and recommendation

(with credit on the old country), can fail to fucceed in the

•new. Succefs, however, will be much accelerated, by a

knowledge of german and french, in Pennfylvania and

New-York ftates in particular. In Philadelphia, every

ftorekeeper has the name of his firm, and his trade, -wrritten

in the german charaifler and bnguage, as well as in the

englifli.

With refpeft to manufa^ures, I think no one will as

yet fucceed in eflablifhing a profitable manufafture of

woollen, linen, or of cotton goods (ftockings perhaps

excepted) j neither does it appear to me, that the time is

yet come for any branch of the pottery to fucceed. There

are more profitable means of employing the capital neceflary

to embark in thofe manufaftures, and there certainly ii

in this country a predilection, partly founded on prejudice,

and partly on intereft, in favour of articles manufactured

in Great Britain. It is in the power of your country to

iteep
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keep up this predile<R:ion ; which the Americans will con-

tintie to entertain till your government compels thena to

relinquifh it.

I have no doubt, however, of the fuccefs of a glafs manu-

fafture, a gunpowder manufacture, of a paper-maker,

a paper- ftainer, a letter-founder, a manufaflory of all the

hea\'y kinds of iron-work, fuch as caflings from the ore,

pig-iron, bar-iron, rolling-mills, flitting-mills, and the

making of nails. I believe that no foapboiler, hatter, gun-

fmith, tallow-chandler, whitefmith, and blackfmith, brafs-

founder, wheel-wright, cabinet-maker, carpenter, mafon,

bricklayer, taylor, flioemaker, cooper, tanner, currier,

maltfter, brewer, diftlUer, fail maker, rope-maker, printer,

and bookbinder, whether mafter or journeyman, can mifs

of employment there.—Even filverfmiths and watch-

makers will find the ftate of fociety not unfavourable to

their trade. Of filverfmiths (mafters and journeymen),

there are reckoned about 400 in Philadelphia alone. I

cannot enumerate every trade, but all thofe of common

ufe are now, and will long continue to be, in demand there.

Thofe I have enumerated, I know to be fo at this moment

:

the wages of journeymen are fomewhat higher than with

you, and the money of a poor man will certainly go farther.

You afk me, \vhether a man, of large income, can

pleafantly fpend it in America ? A large income is not fo

eafily fpent there, as in Europe; there are not fuch variety

of amufemcnts, nor fo expenfive amufements j nor does

an expenfive ftyle of living procure fo much refpeft there,

as with you *. I do not think it the place for a man of

pleafure, in your acceptation of the word.

Can a man of moderate fortune improve it ? Yes, by the

purchafe and improvement of land, the fureft and the

caficft way of improving a moderate fortune.

* I could not find, on inquiry, that the mod expenfive pcrfons in

Philadelphia and New-York, hvcd at an cxpcncc beyond 200oU|

flciling « year, J
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Can a man of large fortune increafeit? Yes, in the

fame way—provided he does not purchafe at random,

Thofe who buy land on the expectation of re-felling it at

an advance of price, muft not buy in the thickly fettled part

of the country ; for there land is nearly at the maximum

of price it will arrive at for many years : he muft not buy

large tracts, far from all prefent fettlements, unlefs he can

force the fpeedy fettlement of them by his own connexions

and influence. If he can do that, he may buy indeed,

any where, ufing common prudence in chuUng the litua-

tion : but if he cannot induce an emigration thfther by

his own exertions, he muft buy where the current of popu-

lation is evidently tending, but where it has not yet

reached. Certainly, land fpeculations in America, pru-

dently entered upon, are extremely profitable : made at

random^ they are otherwife *. If thefe do not fuit, part

of the american ftock pays above 6 per cent, per annum, and

the deferred ftock above 7 +.

The

* Purchafers in this country, and meaning to ftay here, will not

find it their intereft in general, to embark a portion of property fo

Cnall as not to pay for an agent on the fpot. In this cafe, it fhould

Hbe a joint concern. But fo much caution is requlfite to perfons not

going themiclves to America, that I cannot recommend the in-

veftiture of a fortune there, unlefs the principal, or fome of the

principals, ad upon perfonal knowledge.

T The american debt, 16. 000,000 ilerling, is funded in 3 kinds

of ftock, viz. the 3 per cent, ftock, the 6 per cent, ftock, and the

deferred ftock ; this latter bearing no prefent intereft, but intereft:

at 6 per cent, will become payable upan it from and after the ift of

January, 1801.

In the beginning of Jane i jQ-j-, the prices of american ftock

were, in London,

Per cent. 1. s. d.

6 per cent, ftock, got. percent, paying an intereft of 6 13 4
3 percent. 50I. per cent, paying an intereft of — 600
Deferred ftock jyl. per cent.; upon which, if compound

intereft be reckoned at 5 per cent, until iSoi, the 57I.

will amount to Sol. which therefore will yield 7 10 o
Shares in the american bank, which has hitherto paid 81.

per cent, are at 106I. per ceiii. paying an intereft of • 6 15 9

As
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The profeffion of the law is not Co different, in any'of-the!

ftates of America, from what it is England, gs not to afford a

fair chance of fuccefs to any lawyer from the old country,

trho will fpend a couple of years in attaining the praftice*

and the knowledge peculiar to, and neceffary for, the par-

ticular ftate in which he wifhes to aft. The fees are much

the fame as in England. The reports of cafes determined

in England, are authority, but are not precedent. Thef

have great weight, and are generally decifive, but they

are open to obfervation, to anlmadveffion, and to contra-

diftioniP The law, however, is a fafliionable, and therefore

a full profeffion, and I doubt whether an englifli lawyer

will, in general, mend his pecuniary fituation by removing

there ; the lawyers of great praftice (who all aft as attor-

nies) get from 500I. to 2000I. currency a year *. German

and frcnch, if not abfolutely neceffary, are very convenient

to an american lawyer.

The profeffion of phyfic is well filled in America, but

there are many foreigners who praftife : the profeffion I

believe is open, but (unlefs in the cafe of a german or french

praftitioner among the inhabitants who fpeak englifli in>

perfeftly) the american phyficians have, and very juftly, tlic

preference. Surgeons are not fo experienced as with you,

nor indeed do furgical cafes fo frequently occur. Th?

poor are lefs cxpofed to accidents and difeafe> and there-

fore hofpital praftice is not fo inftruftive there as in

England. ^

With refpeft to divinity, I doubt whether individuals

of any clafs of that profeffion, orthodox or heterodox,

would be much in requeft. If any, thofe of the arian or

focinian perfuaflon would be fo in New-York and Phila-

delphia : there are many unitarians in the two laft-men-

As the furplus revenue is about 1,200,000 dollars (270,000!.

fterling) per ann. this is laid out on the piiiKiplc of a finking fund,

to difcharge the debt.

• 1 believe the profits of none exceed 3000I.

tioned
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tloned towns, and in Bofton ; where I believe there is one

congregation, which is the only one of that defcription I

know of in America. Were divines to emigrate, they

would probably fucceed beft as fchoolmafters, who are

much in requeft everywhere on the american continent.

With refpeft to literary men, it is to be obferved, that

in America there is not as yet what may be called a clafs

of fociety, to whom that denomination will apply ; fuch,

for inftance, as is to be found in Great Britain, and indeed

in moft of the old countries of Europe : a clafs, whofc

profeffion is literature ; and among v;^hom the bmnches of

knowledge are divided and fubdivided with great minute-

nefs, each individual taking and purfuing his feparate de-

partment as regularly as the refped^ive fabricators of a

watch or a pin. Literature in America is an amufement

only—collateral to the occupation of the perfon who at-

tends (and but occalionally attends) to it. In Europe, it

is trade—a means of livelihood. The making of books

is there as much a buiinefs ?.s the felling of books. No
wonder therefore it is better done in Europe than in Ame*

rica i or that, with their ufual good fenfe, the Americans

fiiould permit you to be their manufaifturers of literature,

as well as of crockery or calicoes.

Certainly the Americans are not Inferior in abilities to the

Europeans ; they are comparatively an infant fociety, and

their numbers are comparatively few; and yet, old as

Great Britain is in experience, abounding in her efta-

blifhments for the promotion of learning, pre-eminent in

reputation, and gigantic in her attainments of knowledge

and fcience of all kinds, the ftripling of the new world

has taught you war by Wafhington, and philofophy by

Fraiiklin : Rittenhoufe ranks with your mathematicians

and aftronom€rs; your diplomatifts have fhrunk before

the reafonings of JefFerfon ; and the lateft and acuteft -Of

your political philofophers are more tlxaa fufpefled of being

ths
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the difciples only of Paine and Barlow, wbofe knowledge

is notorioufly the produce of the american fchool ;—but

though not in abilities, the Americans are inferior to you

in the opportunities of knowledge ; their libraries are

fcanty, their coUedlions are almoft entirely of modern

books ; they do not contain the means of tracing the hiftory

of queftions : this is a want which the literary people feel

very much, and which it will take fome years to remedy ;

but the convulfed flate of Europe, and the increafing.

profperity of America, will contribute rapidly to improve

their fituation in this refpeft.

There is another circumftance alfo which has hitherto

tended to keep back the progrefs of letters with us. The

war brought on much individual as well as national po-

verty j neceffity, therefore, as well as the habitual induftry

and frugality of the people, led every body to attend to

coinmcrcial purfuits, and their attention was abforbed in

the improvement rather of their pockets than of their

minds. But ere long, a new generation will arife, and it is

rifing, who will be enabled by the accumulations of their

parents to difpenfe with the purfuits of bufinefs—they will

begin to feel the want of employment ;— they will imbibe

a tafte for literature and philofophy ;—and the fine arts,

and the ufeful fciences, will find their votaries as numerous

and fuccefsful in America as in Europe : even at prefent

the literati of the old continent will eafily find congenial

fociety in the great towns of America, particularly at

Philadelphia.

You alk me how fervants are to be procured ? In the

towns they are not very difficult to be found : the country

itfelf furniihes nearly enough, and the emigrations of all

kinds from Germany, from Ireland, from Scotland, and

from England, amount to about 10,000 a year; thcfe,

together with the liberated blacks, furnifli a fuflicient fup-

ply to the flutes norsh of Maryland j fouth of that flatc?

they



NORTH AMERICA. I93

they depend on the labour of flaves. The wages of fervants

of all kinds in thefe ftates, may be regarded at about one-

fourth dearer than the fame claffes and defcriptions In

England. This rule will hold for the country, as well as

the town. Few fervants are kept for fhew, owing to every

perfon being of fome oftenfible profeffion. For inftance,

I know of only one profefled « gentleman," i. e. idle, un-

occupied, perfon of fortune in Philadelphia.—Their time

is not yet come.

You inquire about the ftate of politics in America, and

the fentiments of the people of that country toward Great

Britain.

We have among us about half a dozen fufpe£led royallfts,

exclufive of fome Engllflimen fettled in the great towns,

whom the Americans regard as unreafonably prejudiced

againft their government, and infe^ed with a kind of

*ttaladie dtipays.

The reft of the Americans are republicans—but of two

claffes : the one leaning to an extenfion rather than a

limitation of the powers of the leglflatlve and executive

government ; rather leaning to britifh than to french

politics ; inclining to introduce and extend the funding,

the manufadhirlng, and the commercial fyftems. In this

clafs, rank almoft all the executive officers of government,

with Mr. Wafhington at their head •, the majority of the

members of the fenates, and the greateft part of the opulent

merchants of the large towns. This party is denominated

the federalifts, partly becaufe they were the chief intro-

ducers and fupporters of the prefent federal government

and the conftitutlon of 1787; and partly from the very

ingenious feries of letters in favour of that conftitutlon, by

Mr. Hamilton, termed « The Federalift."

The other party are called antl-federalifts j not becaufe

they are adverfe to a federal government, or wifh, like

O the
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the French, for a republic, one and indivifible, but in coii-

tradiftindlicn rather to the denomination of the other

clafs. The anti-federalifts, at the time when the prefent

american conftitution was in agitation, were hoflile to the

extenfive powers given to government, and wiflied for

more frequent returns to the people, of the authority they

. were to delegate to their truftees in office. This party

objefts to the large falarics given to the officers of govern-

ment, to the ftate and diftance aflumed by fome among

them, not even excluding the prefident Wafliington,

whofe manners, and mode of living, cold, referved, and

ceremonious (as is faid), have tended, in fome degree,

to counteradl the effeft of his great abilities and emment

iervices. The anti-federalifts, alfo, rather lean to the

french theory, though not to thefrench practice, of politics ;

and they are averfe to what they deem the monopolizing

Ipirit, and infulting arrogance, of fuperiority in your

nation. This fpirit of animoflty againft Great Britain has

been prodigioufly increafed by the part your country is

fuppofed to have taken in fomenting the Indian war, in

exciting the hoftilities of the Algerines, in feizing the fliips,

and obftructing the commerce, of the american merchants,

in refufing, or negle£ling, to give up the pofts' upon the

lakes, or to make reparation for ftolen negroes.—The con-

du£l of your court has certainly given ftrength to the anti-

federal party, among v/hom may now be ranked the ma-

jority of the people, and the majority of the houfes of rc-

prefentatives. It is fincercly to be hoped, that fome terms

of amicable accommodation may fpeedily be adopted.

Perhaps Mr. Jay's being a reputed fedcralift, will rather

affift than obftru(ft this defired event, under all the cir-.

cumftanccs of the f\vo countries.

You will eafily conjecTture, from the preceding account,

that the federalifts are the w, and the anti-federalifts the
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9utSf of the american government ; and this is, in a great

degree> but not univerfally tr.ue. We are more moderate

than you are.

You have forgotten to inquire about wine, unlefs you

included it under the head of european comforts and con-

veniences. The following prices I take from the Phila-

delphia price current of the nth January 1794 : American

porter, in bottles, 8s. 3d. (fterling) per dozen, bottles in-

cluded—this is about the quality of your provincial porter ;

London porter, 7s. 4|d. excluflve of bottles; beft cogniac

brandy, 7s. 4|d. per gallon ; arrack, 6s. 3d. per gallon

;

beft Jamaica rum, 5s. 3d. per gallon ; Madeira wine,

50I. 17s. per pipe; port wine, 25I. lis. per pipe ; Tene-

riffe wine, 3s. per gallon ; Lifbon wine, 28I. 7s. per pipe;

claret, 26s. per dozen ; flierry, beft, 5s. 50. per gallon.

In January 1793, Avhen Great Britain was at peace, the

London current price lift gave port wine 48I. per pipe

;

Madeira, 681; Lifbon, 45I; Iherry, 55I. per butt;

brandy, 14s. 6d. per gallon; and rum, 5s. 5d. per gallon.

In New-York and Philadelphia, chocolate is fold, re~

tail, at lod ; roafted coffee, I4d ; beft hyfon tea, 63 ;

beft fouchong, 4s. 4d. and 4s. 6d ; fugar, double-refined,

at IS. 6d. per lb; lump, 13d. and I4d. At prefent the

cultivation of the vine is much in vogue in Pennfylvania ;

and good wine has been already made in that ftate.

You afk me which line of life is, upon the whole, the

beft for a man of middling fortune to adopt ? As a general

rule, I have no hefitation in faying, that perfons of from

250I. to 5000I. fortune, had better become farmers. I do

not know that large fortunes are to be made by farming ;

but I am fure that a moderate fortune will more certainly,

more eafily, and more pleafantly, produce a common average

profit in that line, than in any other I am acquainted

with.

A hundred andfiftyacres of land; with a tolerable houfe and

O 2 barn
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barn upon it, and fufiicient land cleared for a perfon immedi-

ately to begin as a farmer, may be purchafed, in many parts,

at 4I. currency an acre *, payable one-fifth, perhaps, down,

and one-fifth every year, with intereft. I doubt whether

this is more profitable, than the purchafe with the famtf

money of a larger quantity of unimproved land, if the

fettler choofe to encounter the difficulties of the firft iz

months, which are difficulties in England only—to Ameri-

cans they do not appear fo much under that form.

The land thus purchafed is a fpecies of property that

xnuft of neceflky receive an annual increafe in value, from

the natural population of the country, befides that which

the induflry of the proprietor may confer upon it. I think

I fpeak within compafs when I fay, that an induflrious

cultivator, befides making a plentiful livelihood and good

intereft of his capital, will find his farm quadrupled in value

at the end of 10 years, if he bought it in any cheap part

of the back country, which was at the time in the courfe

of fettliiig.

To perlbns with a family, the advantages are much on

the fide of farming ; the value of the produce in America

is much higher than in England, when you confider the

lightnefs of the taxes, and the cheapnefs, and the fertility,

'

of the land. Among farmers, there is not, as in great,

towns, a perpetual temptation to .unneceflary expence, or

a ftyle of living above income ^ and a man who has lived

in the eafe and plenty of middle life, need not give his fon

a better or a more certain eftablifhment at fetting out in the

world, than 500 acres of land, and 500I. to begin withj

and tins, 10 years hence, will eafily be within the compafs

of men qf moderate fortune who begin their american career

now.

Nor is the term " farmer" fynonimous with the fam*

word in England. With you it means a tenant, holding

* Not quite 50s. f^erling.

of
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of fome lord, paying much in rent, and much in tithes, and
much in taxes : an inferior rank in life, occupied by per-
fons of inferior manners and education. In America a
farmer is a land-owner, paying no rent, no tithes, and few-

taxes, equal in ranic to any other rank in the ftate, having
a voice in the appointment of his legiflators, and a fair

chance, if he deferve it, of becoming one himfelf. In faft,

nine-tenths of the legiflators of America are farmers.

You 2& me v?hat fum is neceffary to commence farmer
upon a moderate fcale, in fome civilized, and tolerably well
fettled part of the back country ?

A man may buy 300 acres of rich, but unimproved land,
for inftance, at prefent in fuch a fituation, for 30s. per acre,

currency, payable by inftalments. In the courfe of a fum-
mer, he may, with a couple of men to help him, clear

ground enough to maintain fome cattle through the winter,
and may have a comfortable loghoufe built, which he may
improve or enlarge at his leifure. To do this, to put one-
third of the whole into an arable ftate, and to pay the firfc

and fecond inftalments, will coft him, with the wtges of the
men, the keep of himfelf and a moderate family for a

twelvemonth, and the neceffary cattle and implements of
hufbandry to cultivate this quantity properly, about 450I. or
500I. fterling.

You afli me why I prefer the place * I mentioned to you
for fettling ? Becaufe, firft, the ftate of Pennfylvania, for

the reafons 1 have already given, feems, upon the whole,
the moft eligible of the american ftates. Secondly, becaufc
the place in queftion is the higheft part of the ftate, there-
fore the climate is more fettled, the air is more clear, and
the danger of intermittents and the plague of infefts much
lefs (ceteris paribus) than in any lower lituation. Thirdly,

This relates to a propofed fetdement in Pennfylvania on the
Loyalfock creek; and extending between the eait and \veft
branches of the Sufquehanna, about 40 or 50 miles from bunbury,
and about 1 70 from Philadelphia.

O •^ becaufc
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becaufe the heats of fummer are not fo intenfe, nor the al-

terations of fnows and thaws in winter fo frequent there, as

in the more foutherly parts of the ftate. Fourthly, becaufe,

by common confcnt, the land to be found there is of the

beft quality to be found in Pennfylvania. Nor have I any

doubt but fettlers ^ will be induced to go thither, by the

healthy lituation of the place fixed on, by the reputed fer-

tility of the land, the fociety already fettling, and about to

fettle there, by the prefent cheapnefs of the land, by the

probable rapidity of improvement from the fum appropriat-

ed for that purpofe, and by the expe£lation of feeing fhortly

a good place of education there. It is the only englifli fet-

tlement I know of in America ; and although american man-

ners and fociety approach nearer to englifli than any other,

they are not quite englifh ; and I have no doubt of the in-

clination of englifh emigrants bending that way j in fa^, I

do not know what they can do better, or where upon the

whole they can pitch their tents fo eligibly.

You aflv me whether, in my opinion, the eftablifhment of

peace in Europe will not render France a more eligible coun-

try than the United States ? To this I anfwer without he-

litation. No. Highly as I approve of many alterations in

the theory and practice of government adopted by the

French, it is impoflible for me to approve the ferocious in-

juftice of many of their pradlices. The vague, loofe, decla-

matory, prejudging ftyle of their accufations ; their denial

of a full and fair hearing, by authoriiing the jury (the

judges) to decide before the defendant has produced all his

evidence ; their total difregard to paft character and fervices,

to genius and learning ; their evident accufations from mo-

tives of robbery and plunder, againft perfons whofe only

crime appears to be their pofTeffion of property ; the com-

plete and abfolute defpotifm they have eftabliflied not only

* The emigrations from the fettled to the unfettled parts of

America are computed at 40 or 50 thoufand annually.

over
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•vcr the words, aftions, and writings of men in France, bnt

almoft over their very thoughts •, amounting to a perfect an-

nihilation of the liberty of the prefs, and the liberty of

fpeech ; their deteftable want of private honour, in the

breach of confidence between private friends ; in their ex-

citing every man to become a fpy upon the words and

actions of his acquaintance ; in their even threatening with

punifhment wives who Ihould conceal the retreat of theif

hufbands, thus diflblving all the paramount obligations of

private life ; their unneceflary execution of females for

mere political fentiments j their execrable accufation of the

unfortunate Antoinette, whofe crimes were the crimes of

the age and the nation rather than the individual ; their

whole fyftem of proceeding againft female delinquents,

without allowing the political rights of females ; their pre-

fent habitual delight in contemplating the executions of

their numerous delinquents ; their prefent animofity againft

the Englifh in particular, which will take fome time to wear

offj all thefe circumftances, much as I admire the many

great qualities of the french nation, would excite me to Ihun

the fociety of the prefent generation of that country. They

are a wonderful people ; but in my opinion rather to be ad-

mired at a diftance, than fit for a peaceable man to refide

among. It is true they are, according to their own expref-

fion, d la hauteur dt leur Jttuation ; but I look for happinefs

amid the attachments of friends and kindred ; where the

obligations of private fociety {hall be inviolable; where I

may talk folly and be forgiven ; where I may differ from

my neighbour in politics or religion with impunity j and

where I may have time to correft erroneous opinions with-

out the orthodox intervention of the halter or the guillotine.

Such times may and will come in France, bui I fear not be-»

fore the prefent race fhall die away.

Even in America, the clofe of the war was a period ex-

tremely unpleafant for a ftranger to fix his refidence. Vio-

O 4 lent
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lent political prejudices, impatience of differing opinions,

private and perfonal animofities, ferocious manners, infe-

curity of rights, individual and national poverty, inceffant

pJDlitical contentions, all men dividing into parties, even

upon the fubdivifions of political queftions, injuftice in the

taxation of emigrants, and all the evils of an unfettled go-

vernment, were for fome time prevalent there. At prcfent

little or nothing of this kind is perceived. But the Ame-

ricans are a much cooler people than the French, and I feaf

a longer prevalence of thefe evils among the latter. More-

over, however fettled the ftate of France might be, howevar

excellent its government, and amiable as well as admirable

its inhabitants, yet for a man who looks forward to the fu-

ture fettlement of a family, France is not, and America ia

my opinion is, the country to be chofen.

The equality of conditions, and almoft equality of fox-

tunes among the French, will be great obftacles to the efta:-

blifhment of manufactures beyond thofe of mere neceffity.

I do not think this an evil to the country, becaufe I deteft

the manufacturing fyftem ; obferving the fallacious pro-

fperity it induces, its inftability, and its evil effect on the

happinefs and the morals of the bulk of the people. You

muft on this fyftem have a large portion of the people con-

verted into mere machines, ignorant, debauched, and

brutal, that the furplus value of their labour of 12 or 14

hours a day, may go into the pockets and fupply the lux-

uries of the rich, commercial, and manufa«Shiring capitalifts,

1 am grieved to fee that fo fenfible a man as Mr. Hamilton

can urge, in his report on american manufa<Stures, their fur-

nifliing employment to children, as an argument for their

being eftabliflied in America. I hope to fee the time when

not only the childhood, but the youth of the pooreft inha-

bitant in this country, female as well as male, ihall be em-

ployed in the ipiprovement of their underftanding, imder

fome fyftem of national education j and in labour no further

than
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than Is conducive to health and pleafure. Let manhood la-

bour ; but in my opinion even manhood was not intended

for inceffant labour, nor is the fyfteni of inceiTant induftry

conducive to human happinefs. The prefent imperfe6l ftate

of fociety and of knowledge may make it neceflary, but I

hope the univerfal annihilation of abfolute ignorance among

us will tend in time to material improvement in the means

of promoting human happinefs. A fmall quantity of labour

will produce the comforts and conveniencies of life; and the

old fyjftems of government have hitherto been the chief fup-

ports of unproductive induftry and luxurious and unnecef.

fary expenditure. Suppofing, therefore, that the French

do not become a manufafturing nation, I do think the

country, on the agricultural plan, will foon be too highly

populated to make the comfortable fettlement of a family

there fo eafy as in America. For inftance, France, at

24,800,000 of inhabitants, contains 152 per fquare mile,

actording to Zimmermann ; whofe" calculation was certainly

too low at the time. Dr. Jamefon, in his excellent tables

of political geography, reckons 157 per fquare mile In

France ; this was before the war. Perhaps Zimmermann's

calculation will be true on the eftablifhment of peace. In a

fquare mile are 640 ftatute acres, which gives little more

than 4 acres per head. Land, therefore, in France, in the

courfe of a few years, will probably become fcarce and dear,

and it muft be confidered that after all we live by the pro-

duce of land. America, on the contrary, has land which

will be unoccupied for ages ; and at prefent the higheft po-

pulation of the american ftates is not above 6^ per fquare

mile, which I take Connefticut to have. The people of

this ftate find themfelves too circumfcribed, and yearly

emigrate to cheaper fituations. Pennfylvania has now about

1 2 pfer fquare mile.

]_,ooking forward therefore to fociety for my own life,

and to the eafy eftablilhment of a family hereafter, I choofc

America
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yVmerica and not France. I conjed^urc, if you remove at

all, you will aft upon my ideas.

You wiih to know what hints I can give you refpefting

your voyage, ihould you refolve to venture upon a change

of fituation.

On a fuppofition that you have no preference, what part

of America you land at, I fhould recommend your going to

fome place in Virginia, Maryland, or Philadelphia, if you fet

out in the fpring, or any time from the latter end of Febru-

ary to the latter end of March. If you take your depart-

ure in the fummer, I would advife you to go to Bofton or

to New-York, rather than land in the fouthern provinces

during the period of the autumnal heats.

Cabin pafTengers pay from 25 to 30 guineas each, for

which they are found in every accommodation, excepting

bedding and linen. They have frefli provifions, wine,

fpirits, porter, &c. plentifully provided for their ufe. Steer-

age paflengers, 8 to lol. being found in fliip's provifions.

Children in both cafes, under 10 or 12, are accommo-

dated at half price. Their bedding and linen, paflengers of

each kind find themfelves. A fpring pafliage will be cold,

and therefore the beft bedding is a feather-bed cut in halves,

which fupplies two births—In fummer, a mattrafs fo treat-

ed will be pleafanter than a feather-bed. In fpring, pro-

vide yourfelf with a cloth jacket and trowfers ; in fummer

you fhould have 2 or 3 nankeen or other light jackets, and

3 or 4 pair of cotton or linen trowfers. A black cravat will

be full as convenient on board fliip, as a white one.

You fliould calculate upon a paflage of 10 weeks from

London (which Is ufually a week longer tlian from the wefl-

crn ports of Great Britain) ; and although you will moft pro-

bably not be above 7 or 8 weeks from port to port, it will

flxve yon Ibme trouble if you pack up your linen beforelrand,

upon this calcul.ition ; for you will liavc changes ready,

without the neccflity of opening your boxes immediately.

Let
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Let your linen be put up in weekly parcels ; for inftance,

2 or 3 fhirts, 2 or 3 pair of ftockings, 2 or 3 handker-

chiefs, and a towel or two. Of thefe parcels make 10, and

you will find it readier than running to your trunk every

time you want to drefs yourfelf.

Take care that the captain has a filtering ftone, or fomc

other machine for the fame purpofe, for the ufe of the cabin

paflengers. Should your water notwithftauding fmell fome-

what ofi^enfively, which in fummer time it will do, this

may be remedied by fome powder of charcoal. If there is

no filtering ftone, the mere particles of dirt will be eafiiy

thrown down and the water cleared, by putting about a tea-

fpoonful of a folution of alum into a pint of water, which in

a quarter of an hour will be very clear, and its wholefome-

nefs not in the flighteft degree impaired.

Take care to provide yourfelf with lemons, apples, or any

other fruit that will keep ; you will find them very grateful,

efpecially after ficknefs. This latter complaint is not dan-

gerous, and is better fubmitted to than prevented. It goes

off earlier by exercife upon deck in the open air than by

Haying below in the cabin j and it is better cured by gentle

dilution, than by loading your ftomach with food, or by any

preventative or curative medicines. On landing, your

health will be better for having been fick at fea. This is, at

leaft, as true with refpedl to females, as the male fex, gen©"

rally fpeakirig.

Sicknefs and want of exercife are apt to induce cofi:ive-

nefs : this fiiould be guarded againft by the laxative medi-

cines you are a.ccuftomed to ufe ; fena, lenitive ele6luary,

jalap, rhubarb, or calomel. This tendency is increafed by

much animal food and porter, and even the ufual quantity

of wine. Englifhmen are too apt to live in hot weather and

iouthern climates, as they do in the cold and rainy winters

pf their own country,

You
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You will foon get tired of lliip bifcuit : therefore provide

yourfelf with rufks, or flices of bread baked over again,

which you will be obliged to Dr. Franklin for having recom-

mended.

A fea voyage is very tirefome. Take, therefore, books,

and cards, and chefs, and draughts, if you play at thofe

games.

With refpeft to the articles worth taking with you for

your own ufe in America, I think the bell general rule is to

take whatever you can pack up in a box, or a cheft, keepN

ing an account of the contents. You may take even your

glaffes and your crockery. Stock yourfelf with linen, but

you need not overftock yourfelf with other wearing-apparel.

Carry enough, however, for a twelvemonth at leaft.

Omit not your library; get all your unbound books

bound. Settle with fome friend of yours an exchange of

newfpapers, and concert regular exchanges of letters.

The culinary vegetables of America are upon the whole

fuperior to thofe of England ; but the fruits, peaches,

melons, cherries, and currants excepted, arc inferior. The

walnut is rank, fmall, and oily ; the chefnut, though fweeter,

is much fmaller ; neftarines are not much cultivated ; of

£lberts, I faw none ; goofebcrries are not plentiful fouth of

Long Ifland. The green gage, the orlean, and the mag-

num bonum plum, are not common : they have the dama-

fcene plum in more abundance. If, therefore, you mean

to live in the country, you fhould certainly coUeft the ftones

of thefe fruits, or procure them to be fent out to you.

For the fame reafon, you fliould carry with you fome

garden flower feeds. For the Americans prefer utility to

ornament, fo much as to make the articles of this kind that

are common with you, not eafy to be met with in the coun-

try fituations there.

Perhaps to an agriculturift it may not be amifs to mention,

that
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Aat they ufe the drill plough very little in America : they

ufe few or no artificial gralTes, except timothy, upon which

they depend a good deal in the middle provinces. And

they have yet to afcertain whether lucerne and faintfoin,

vetches and chicory, will be of benefit to them.

I am, &'C.

T. C.

LETTER VIII.

MY DEAR FRIEND, Kentucky.

VyUR laws and government have

for their bafis the natural and imprefcriptible rights of man.

Liberty, fecurity of perfon and property, refiftance againft

oppreffion, doing whatever does not injure another, a right

to concur, either perfonally or by our reprefentatives, in the

formation of laws, and an equal chance of arriving to places

of honour, reward, or employment, according to our virtues

or talents, conftitute thofe rights. Thefc are the principles

of our conftitution ; and laws grafted upon thefe fimple but

fubftantial principles, and a fyftem of legal jurifprudence

organized, and acting accordingly, forms the eflence of our

government. Whenever the government fwerves materially

from thefe fundamental principles, the compa<Sl is diflblved,

and things revert to a co-equal ftate. Thus, by this plain

definition of the nature of laws and government, every ca-

pacity, and every individual of the community, cam judge

with precifion of the purity of legiflation ; which produces

the moft entire conviftion in the minds of all men, of the

aeceflity there is of adting in every inftance according to the

CQi4a oi reafou anJ truth. Every man is equally concerned
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in the welfare and profperity of his country ; his own felicity

can only be co-exiftent with it j and to fuffer his ambition

to fun counter to the general weal would be madnefs in an

enlightened commonwealth, as it could only tend to pro-

duce his own eternal difgrace or ruin, where the geniHS of

freedom is enthroned in the heart of every citizen.

Europe has long been enflaved by forms and authorities j

and, while its multifarious laws and cuftoms have ferved

only to perplex profeffional men, the fophiftry employed in

expounding them has completely bewildered the imagina-

tions of its citizens, and produced an obfcurity of ideas upon

the fubjeft of jurifprudence and government, which is

truly deplorable. There is an old adage which fays, " that

too much learning makes a man a fool." The pandefts,

and civil law, added to the barbarous codes of the anceftors

of men in your hemifphere, have tended not a little to

cmbarrafs the minds of men ; for after a life devoted to the

lludy and inveftigation of abfurdity, the miferable ftudent

has generally found one foot in the grave, before he has

been able to difcover the impoflibility of obtaining the ob-

ject of his purfuit.

Religion, or what you call an cftablifhment, has had its

fhare in rivetting the fetters of ignorance. The elucidation of

truth has been retarded by the tyranny of the church ; for

while prifjii have been the pedagogues of religiotiy morals^ finti"

metttSf and politics^ their interefted views have been the caufe

of their flattering that government, whofe intereft it was to

keep the people ignorant, as it fecured to them the undiA

turbed divifion of the fpoils of the induftry of the great bulk

of your citizens, while they were offering an indignity as

grofs to the Deity as their fyftcm was unnatural and unjuft.

What can be a greater fupererogation, than prefuming to

arraign or judge of the fentiments of men, the propriety of

which is to be determined before a tribunal in heaven ? It is

an infult too grofs to merit a comment. It has been fub-

verfivc
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verfive of all good morals, by affording a veil to cover the

hypocrify of the moft defigning knaves.

You muft excufe this digreffion ; I have made It for a fub-

jeft cf reflexion for you, that your mind may be prepared

to judge impartially of a fyftem fo very fimple, as that upon

which the fabric of our government afts. It was firft necef-

fary to fhew the caufe which has produced that myftery you

reverence as wifdom ; but which is abfolutely founded in

perplexity of opinion and ignorance ; or to give you a clue

to reflexions that may develope its fallacy.

Every man who is taxed or rated has a vote in the ap-

pointment of the reprefentatives of the ftate j which coniift

of two houfes, i. e. the houfe of delegates and the fenate,

who choofe a prefident, or governor, for one year. The

governor choofes h:s own council to advife with him in all

public matters. It is not immediately neccflary that the le-

giflature fliould approve of his appointments ; but to pre-

vent the poffibility of the exercife of prodigality and con-

tumely, they have referved to themfelves the privilege of

objeXingto fuch charadters for his advifers who have not the

public approbation ; which has the good efleft of producing

harmony between the government and the people—of

obliging men who afplre to the honours of their country to

refpcct the public opinion ; and it prevents the proftitution

of principle, by interdicVing the pernicious confequences of

favouritifm ; while no ill can flow from this negative, as it

?s not to be prefumed that the colleifled fentiments of a

whole ftate can ever be prejudiced againft an individual ; and

»t is impoflible for the minds of the legiflature to be warped

againft their prefident, withput fufficient grounds. The

very idea is a folecifni in reafon.

Mr. Jefi*erfon, fpeaking of the governnlent of Virginia^

complains, that the fenate, by its conftitution, is too homo-

geneous with the houfe of delegates (our fenate is elected

anl conftituted in the fame manner as the fenate of Vir-

ginia),
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glnia), becaufe they are chofen by the fame electors, at the

fame time, and out of the fame citizens ; and therefore he

fays, the choice falls upon the fame defcription of men. It

is not exactly thus, though it is liable to be fo. The man-

ner of nominating the reprefentatives of every country

fhould be as general as poffible. Government is a compact

entered into by every community for the fecurity of the hap-

pinefs and profperity of the ftate ; every member of which

is one of the aggregate body of that fiate ; therefore laws

ought to emanate from the fentiments of the people.

The wifdom of having two houfes of reprefentatives is,

that they may be a mutual check upon each other j and it

is expected that the experience and coUefted wifdom of the

fenate, who are a lefs active body than the houfe of dele-

gates, will more maturely weigh the probable confequences

of any a£l:, and prevent, by their fufpenfion, any pernicious

cffedls that might refult from its paffing into a law ; or, by

giving time to the houfe of afiembly, they may correcl their

own errors.

If the fenate has not always been chofen of men of the

grcateft experience, it has no doubt originated from the ig-

norance of its political inftitution ; but that is no argument

againft the policy of the fyftem. It requires time for every

goverhment to acquire its proper tone, and the people muft

become familiar with that tone, before they can make a pro-

per ufe of the inflrument. At any rate, Mr. Jefterfon's

opinion appears to me premature ; for if it is neceflary to

have two houfes of reprefentatives, clearly they ought to be

eleftcd by the people. As to their being ele«-tcd at the fame

time, and from the fame defcription of men, this can fig*

nify very little, as it adds to the number of reprefentatives,

and confequcntlythere is a more general confcnt to the Ic-

giflation. However, our fenate will be chofen for three

years, and the houfe of delegates will be elected annually;

and it appears to me, that the people will not only foon

difcovcr
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difcover the objeft of its political inftitution, but will carry

it into effect. They have only to difcover the wifdom o£

choofing men of experience for the fenate, to make it a

general praftice ; and it moft certainly is better to have the

fyflem thus open, than by confining the eligibility of sa fena-

tor to the reftri6llon of a particular age, as that would not

only be an encroachment upon the liberties of the citizens,

but it would frequently deprive us of the exercife of ufeful

and fplendid talents, which might afford to a man an oppor-

tunity of obtaining a feat in the fenate, when he could not

in the houfe of delegates, by confequence of the greater po-

pularity of the delegates of the diftriift or county to which

he might belong.

The prefident of the ftate is chofen annually, and eligible

for 3 fucceffive years.; after which he muft remain out of

office 3 years before he can become again eligible. He has

a negative voice upon all adls, in confequence of which every

ufurpation is prevented from being furreptitioufly praclifed

upon the people by the two houfes of aiTcmbly ; and thus

a check is given to any inconfiderate ftep or impetuoiity of

the legiflature, until the fenfe of the people can be made

known, and meafures taken accordingly. The prefident is,

befides, the guardian of the police of the ftate, has the

power, with the advice of his council, to pardon criminals,

and by proclamation governs or correfts the influence of all

extraneous cafes.

Such is the organization of cur legiflative power, which

originated from a convention of the people, and may be

altered, improved, or amended, by another convention ot

the fame kind, whenever its praiSVice proves its imperfec-

tion or deficiency. Thus it is, that in the progrefllon of

philofophy and politics, as well as in arts, and the appro-

priation of experimental truths, the perfeflion of govern-

ment is to be afcertainsd. *

P All
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All the powei's of government revert to the people, and

they ought to revert to them ; the judiciary having beem

refervcd to them through the medium of juries. The le-

giflative they entruft to their reprefentatives, who are eflen-

tially the fame ; and the executive emanates from the

legiflature ; fo that the whole are ultimately refponfible to

the people : the executive to the reprefentatives, and the re-

prefentatives to their conflituents.

Such is the influence of education and habit, that Mr.

Jefferfon, who has given every poflible proof of his attach-

ment to liberty, although educated when ariftocratical opi-

nions were common, fays, this is '* precifely the definition

of defpotic government ;" and he adds, " that it can prove

no alleviation that the powers will be exercifed by a plu-

rality of hands, and not by a fingle one j" and then he tri-

umphantly begs " thofe who doubt it, to turn their eyes

on the republic of Venice." When he wrote this part of

his notes, he feems to have been of the opinion of Mr.

Burke (whofe paradoxical book has found its way out here),

when he remarked " that government was a contrivance of

human wifdom." Otherwife I am at a lofs to conceive

how he could compare a government a(51ing upon the una-

lienable privileges, and the light of reafon, to a dark arif-

tocracy which has rivetted upon the minds of their citizens

the moll diabolical fuperftition, and who have no more

chance of judging of the polity of their fenate, than they

have capacity : but fpread the rays of philofophy and truth

among the Venetians, and then, if their tyrants praftife the

fame defpotifm with impunity, I will allow that Mr. JefFer-

fon's parallel is juft. Yet fuch arguments would defervc

nothing hut contempt, were not their author refpecluble for

his cardinal virtues, as well as for the career he bore in the'

glorious flruggles for american independence. However^

it is a lamentable confideration that men of talents and gc-

nius>
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rIus, who have acquired celebrity among the friends of free-

dom, fhould, by vainly circulating their crude fentiments,

retard the progrefs of reafon.

What myftery can there be either in politics or religion ?

Laws founded upon the rights of men, and executed with

precifion, of which every capacity is adequate to judge, con-

flitute the perfe^lion of the fcience of government. It is

the creation of a diftindlion of powers, with views to inte-

reft, which infallibly leads to the obfcurity of the human
mind; a diftlndtion to be avoided as much as poffible, for

the purpofe of leaving in the hands of the people, or their

•gents, the whole powers of government. What fear of a

bad adminiftration is to be apprehended, when it is the

intereft of every individual to continue the guardian of his

country's profperity ? It is promoting a diftinflion when
there is none ; and by creating a jealoufy of power, a real

and growing evil is produced, when the danger was only

imaginary. What intereft, but that of the public, can a

legiflature have in making the executive part of the govern-

ment refpon.lible to them ? What poffible danger or incon-

venience can flow from fuch refponfibility in an enlightened

ftate ? The maxims of reafon and ignorance are different.

The idea which Mr. Jefferfon makes ufe of in another

part of his book, that the affembly may alTume " all the

powers legiflative, executive, and judiciary, and that thefe

may come to the fmalleft rag of delegation," is perfedlly

nugatory. The judiciary power the people never parted

with entirely ; and the executive by the agents of the repre-

lentatives, qualified to judge of the laws and nature of our

particular conftitution, is not only a cuftom, but forms a part

of the government. It is one of the fprings by which the

harmony of the fyftem is preferved ; and fliould it at any

time be deftroyed, it is the people who are to re<n:ify the

abufe. They are the potential fountain of all power j and

it is onfy neceflary for them and their agents to knoiy this,

P 2 . in
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in order to prevent every danger of the wheels of govern-

ment being clogged and impeded by the deftru£tion of any

one of its eflential fprings.

The legiflature is not only unqualified for a tribunal to

judge of its own laws from the plurality of its numbers, but

it is impoffible that it could have any objedl of tyranny in

view, when men are familiar with their own rights. And I

beg to know what motive, in common fenfe, could fuggeft

the idea of embarraffing government by mutilating one of

its branches ? Or is it poffible that Mr. Jefferfon, when he

faid under this fyftem, the aflembly might " aflume all the

powers of government," could mean, that as the executive

power emanated from the legiflature, it was liable to be

fuborned, or under the controul of the reprefentatives of

the ftate ? This idea appears indeed too childifh ever to

have entered into the head of even an indifferent ftatef-

man : the executive agents of a government being inde-

pendent in their appointments of every power but the laws,

are no more liable to be controuled by the legiflature, than

by any other power which might appoint them.

Kentucky is divided into counties in like manner as the

other fl:ates, which are fimilar to the counties in England.

It has been the crude practice hitherto, that each county

ihould have 2 delegates, and i fenator, to reprefent them, -

without any regard to the number of fuffrages they con-

tained. This imperfect fyftem will be changed by our

amended plan as foon as it can be iiniflied, and a cenftts

taken of the inhabitants j and every county will then have

its number of reprefentatives in proportion to its popula-

tion—which feems to be the only confiftent delegation.

However, our old fyftem as yet has not produced any bad

effefts i and as the fluctuations of the populations of the

counties were very great, perhaps an attempt at a more

«xa£t equality would have been premature.

It is when the local intercft of a ftate becomes different

or
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or various, that this partial reprefentation is liable to abufc

of privileges ; but for that reafon it ought to be remedied in

every ftate as early as poiBble.

In every county magiftrates, or jufticfes of the peace, are

appointed by the people, but commiffioned by the governor

or prefident : they a6t without reward. Their number is in

proportion to the population of their diftrift, and they are

nominated from time to time as the inhabitants increafe, or

a vacancy happens from death, or any other caufe ; or as

their miniftry may be required. The mofl difcreet and

refpe^lable men for integrity and knowledge are promoted

to this ojffice.

If it fhould happen that an ignorant perfon were to ac-

quire popularity fufficient to fecure his nomination to the

office of a juftice of the peace, the governor is not obliged

to commiffion him. Thus, if the people fhould be ignorant,

they are obliged to ftand upon their guard ; and from this

vigilance fprings the activity of inveftigation.

Thefe magiftrates have jurifdidtion both criminal and

civil. If the queftion be qf law only, they decide on it

themfelves ; but if it be of faft, or fa6l and law combined,

it muft be referred to a jury : the jurors decide the faft, and

refer the law arifing on it to the decifion of the judges.

However, this divifion of the fubjedl lies with their difcre-

tion only ; and if the queftion relate to a point of public

liberty, or if the judges are fufpe(5ted of partiality, the jury

undertake to decide both law and faft, which obliges judges

to be regular, prompt, and juft.

When laws are fimple, and underftood, it is certainly

better to leave the decifion of a legal queftion to 12 upright

men, than to the arbitrary fiat of interefted or prejudiced

judges. But it is by this poife, or balance of power, be-

tween the jurors and judges, that fair and equitable admi-

niflxation is fecured.

The magiftrates execute their procefs by the fheriff, or by

P 3 conftables.
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connables. If any perfon commit an offence againft the

Hate, if it be below the degree of felony, he is bound by a

magiftrate to appear before their court to anfwer it on in-

diflment or information. If the offence amount to felony,

he is committed to prifon, a court of magiftrates is called,

and if, on examination, they jfind him guilty, be is fent to

the general court prifon, before which court he is to be

tried by a jury of 24, 13 of whom muft concur in opinion ;

if they find him guilty, he is then tried by a jury of 1 2 of

his own county where he offended, and by their verdict

(which muft be unanimous) he is acquitted or condemned

without appeal. The governor has the power to pardon,

except in cafe of treafon, in which cafe the right refides in

the general affembly. Such do we conceive to be the value

of the life of every citizen, that we afford him every pofS-

ble chance of prbving his innocence.

In civil matters, if the value in difpute be lefs than 20

fliillings, a fingle magifirate may try it at any time and

place within his county, and may award execution on the

goods of the party caft. If it be of that, or greater value,

it muft be determined before the county court, when the

quorum of magiftrates muft be 4 at leaft ; for which pur-

pofe, county courts muft be holden fome day in every

month, in the court-houfe of the different counties. From

tbefe determinations, if the value be more than lol. or

concern the boundaries of land, there lies an appeal to one

of the fuperior courts. It is optional with the party who
brings the a<ftion, if the demand is above lol. to bring it

cither in the county or general court.

We have two fuperior courts : the high court of chancery,

and the general court. Both receive appeals from the

county courts, and alfo have original jurifdiiStion, where the

value is above lol. or where the difpute is concerning land.

The high court of chancery is compofed of 3 judges ; the

general court of 5. The chancery holis its feflions twice a

year.
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year, at ftated periods. The general court feffions are

tjuarterly j twice a year for civil and criminal, and twice for

criminal only. There is alfo a fupreme court called the

court of appeals, compofed of the judges of the two fuperior

courts, which affembles twice a year alfo, at ftated times, at

the capital of the ftate. This court receives appeals in all

cafes from each of the fuperior courts, and determines them

finally. This court has no original jurifdiftion. Thus
far we have followed the model and pradlice of Virginia.

We have no court of admiralty, nor have we completed our

fyfte.m of jurifprudence ; but I will endeavour to give you

the outlines or principles which will conftitute its bafis.

The ilrft objeft of every free government is fecurlty of

perfon and property, which is called freedom. Without

fuch a prefervation there can be no pure liberty. Under

fuch a government, every citizen has a right to do whatever

does not injure another. The hinge of fecurity in a civi-

lized ftate is the fecurity of property ; but, in the fecurity

given to property, it is neceflary that care fhould be taken

not to endanger the liberty of even one of the citizens of a

ftate. For the prefervation of perfonal liberty, fome f^e-

guard fhould be kept, provided by law, both upon the de-

figning and unfufpicious, in order to avoid the great incon-

veniences that have flowed from knavery and credulity, as

well in moft of the United States as in Europe. Prifons

and dungeons have been perverted into both afylums for

rapine and fraud, and into ceils of folitary mifery and

wretchednefs, which have in no degree checked the career

of diflipation and prodigality, or produced more induftry

or care ; and while the refentment of difappointed avarice

has been glutted in the fury of revenge, the world has loft

tnuch of the talents and ingenuity of fome of its moft valu-

able citizens. Laws fhould be calculated to prevent diftrefs

from intemperance and folly, and the commiftion of crimes,

as much as poffible. ^Creditors ought to be rnade cautious

P4
'

in
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in their fecurity, and when they have trufted beyond a cer-

tain fum, or have not taken proper precautions, they fhouid

be liable to lofe the debt. This would neceflarily make the

•parties prudent, and Co far from being injurious to trade, it

would prevent many inconveniences which refult from hafty

ilealings and infufEcicnt fecurity. Habit and cuftom aft as

powerfully in bufinefs as in any thing elfe. Men would

foon acquire this fure way of dealing, and thereby theJt

property would be preferved, and the liberty and talents of

every citizen made ufeful to the ftate. Every man who

lives within his income, and makes prompt payment for

what he purchafes, is knowrl to be a more valuable member

of fociety than a man who is irregular and uncertain in his

payments 5 and it is the rapid circulation of money in the

common affairs of life, which tends to lower the price of

its neceflaries as effeftually, as the frequent returns in com-

merce tend to accumulate the capital employed. Laws

may be made of this fort, I am fure, to regulate the tranf-

aftions of men, without injuring commerce in the leaft j on

the contrary, it would render it more profitable, vigorous,

and extcnfive. Liberty, and the rights of men, have been

IhamefuUy profaned under the crude idea of the aggrandife-

ment of commerce. The fallacy of old errors will moulder

away under the radiance of philofophy, and man muft look

back with indignation at the facrilege which has fuUied his

rank and dignity as a human being. Examine the catalogue of

the poor and unfortunate debtorswho have miferablyendured

the tortures of cold, hunger, and llcknefs, in a dungeon,

loft to their funily and friends, prevented from a poflibility

of obtaining the nccefTary means to cancel their penal obliga-

tions, and left to brood over the calamities to which the

follies of a fanguine youth, bad education, and pernicious

laws, have reduced them, and which had encouraged them

in the career of vice, and puniflied them in the hour of

defpair and mortiiication ; and you muft be infcnfible indeed

not
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not to deprecate that degradation which indigeftcd, inhu-

man, and impolitic inftitutions have produced in every part

of the world. Thefe are the fentiments of many of our

legiflators ; and from fuch opinions, I flatter myfclf, we fhall

aiFord teftimony fufficient that prifons are unneceffary, ex-

cept for homicides and traitors, who ought to be tried as

immediately as the nature of the cafe would admit. It is

the certainty of punifhment, and the terror of inftantlf

fuflfering, that deter men from the commiffion of thofe

crimes where the confcience is concerned. It is our nature

to look at every thing which is remote with indifference ;

but proximity excites fome fenfatiofis of joy or fear in the

hearts of the moft callous.

It is a cruel mortification to the progeny or family of any

man who has difgraced his memory by murder, treafon, or

any other crime, againft either the laws of God or the ftate ;

and it is a lamentable confideration in human affairs, that it

fhould be neceflary to make examples which are fo degrad-

ing to the dignity of our natures. Should we then offer

infult to misfortune, and reduce to beggary the innocent off"

fpring or connexions of an offending culprit ? Surely not.

The ftate is the tutelary guardian of its citizens, the pro-

te<^or of innocence, the promoter of felicity and profperity,

the avenger of wrongs j and not the fpoiler of comfort, and

the tyrant of humanity. For thefe reafons, neither murder,

treafon, or any other crime, ought to rob the family of the

property of the offender by forfeiture of lands and goods to

the ftate.

Malefactors, fuch as have been guilty of petty treafon,

manflaughter, fodomy, maiming, disfiguring, counterfeiting

money, robbery, burglary, houfe-breaking, horfe-ftealing,

grand larceny, petty larceny, &c. &c. fhould be condemned

to labour for the ftate during fuch a length of time as would

be proportionable to the crimes they had committed, which

ihould be defined by law ; and in cafe it Ihould be found,

from
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from experience, that this fyftetn did not tend to deter from

the commiffion of crimes, and was productive of other bad

effedls, it would then be time enough to introduce more ri-

gorous meafures. It is however certain, that as yet the

fyftem in queftion has not had fufficient time to be experi-

enced in its full effe<fts in thofe dates that have introduced

it in part. But fo far as a judgment can be formed, it is

reafonable to expe£l the moft falutary confequences from

fuch humane meafures. Our criminal code will be efta-

blifhed upon thefe lenient principles. Our laws refpecking

foreigners will be founded on the broad bafis of hofpitality,

and the friendly principle, that the world ought to be go-

verned as one great family. Refpe£ling marriage and fuc-

ceffion, more conformably to the laws of nature than the

laws of Europe — women are permitted to enjoy all the

privileges, and all that protedlion, to which reafon and deli-

cacy entitle them. It is upon limilar principles that property

is diftributed in an equal and confiftent manner ; and that

a father is not fuffered to difinherit a child, except he can

make it appear to a court of juflice that he is radically vi-

cious ; and even then, fuch a derelicSlion muft be coerced

with confiderations pointed out by the law.

Such are the coUedbed fentiments of the people upon the

fubjeft of law and government ; and we have the fatisfadtion

to know they are analogous to the opinions of a wife and

judicious european author, whofe virtues and fuperior good

fcnfe have given them a confequence in your own nation,

which does him the higheft honour ; and therefore I will

quote from him to conclude this letter, which will fhew

that the fentiments of enlightened men, upon the fubjedl of

freedom and government, differ in no refpecH: from the

fimple ideas of men who have no guide but reafon and com-

mon fenfe.

** The true intereft: of the people, then, is to be fubjeft

to a legiflation, which, while it rcrpe(5ls the enjoyments of

th?
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' the rights of mankind, is folely intent upon procuring it

;

and which, faithful to the principles of an enlightened rea-

fon, feeks only the fureft and fimpleft means of obtaining

this end. Whatever be the form of government to

which the people are fubjefted, a free commerce, an unre-

ftrained induftry, civil laws diftinguifhed for their fimplicity,

criminal laws for their juftice and humanity, founded upon

the nature of man, and of fociety, and deduced from thefe

principles by reafoh, ought to be everywhere the fame."—

Farewell.

Yours, &c.

THE following obfervations are from that ingenious and

judicious writer, Mr. Tench Coxe, of Philadelphia

:

The people of the principal european nations will find

themfelves more at home in America than in any foreign

country to which they can emigrate. The englifh, german,

and dutch languages are fluently fpoken by large bodies of

pur citizens, who have emigrated from thofe countries, or

who are the defcendants of emigrants. The french lan-

guage is alfo fpoken by many in our towns. There are

I
many emigrants from other nations, and the defcendants of

fuch emigrants. Our population has been derived from

sj. England, Scotland, Wales, Ireland, Germany, the United

Netherlands, Sweden, and France, and a few from feveral

other countries. It is computed to be above 3,000,000 at

this time *
: and the population of no country can increafe

fo rapidly ; becaufe living is no where fo cheap, and we arc

conftantly gaining people from the nations of the old

world.

' The ftate of literature in the United States is refpeftable,

and is rapidly advancing and extending. Seminaries of

* It was a matter of agreeable furprife, that our population

iti 1 79 1 proved to be about 4,ooo,ooOt

learning
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learning are fpread from north to fouth. There are 5 uni-

verlities, no one of which, however, is on a very extenfive

fcale ; 14 colleges, and 48 public academies, befide very

many eftabliflaments of fchools, in the townfliips or hun-

dreds, and under the care of religious corporations and fo-

cieties. There is fcarcely an inftance of a ftate conftitution,

which does not recognize the utility of public fchools, and

the neceflity of fupporting and increaling them. Liberal

grants of lands, and other real eftates, and of monies, for

thefe falutary purpofes, have been and are continually

made.

The fituation of civil liberty in America is fo univerfally

known, that it is fcarcely neceffary to add any thing upon

that head. Yet it may not be amifs briefly to mention,

that no man can be convicted of any crime in the United

States, without the unanimous verdiiH: of 12 jurymen ; that

he cannot be deprived of any money, lands, or other pro-

perty, or punifhed in his perfon, but by fome known law,

made and publiflied before the circumftance or a£l in quef-

tion took place ; that all foreigners may freely exercife their

trades and employments, on landing in our country, upon

equal terms with our own natural-born citizens j that they

may return at any time to their native country, without

hindrance or moleftation, and may take with them the pro-

perty they brought hither, or what they may have after-

wards acquired here j that if they choofe to remain among

us, they will become completely naturalized free citizens by

only 2 years refidence, but may purchafe and hold lands on

the day of their arrival ; and that a free citizen of the

United States has a right, direflly or indire£lly, to elcft

every officer of the ftate in which he lives, and every officer

of the United States.

The fituation of religious rights in the american ftates,

though alfo well known, is too important, too precious a

circumftance, to be omitted. Almoft every feft and form

of chviftianity is known here—as alfo the hebrew church.

None
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None are merely tolerated. All are admitted, aided by mu-

tual charity and concord, and equally fupported and chc-

rifhed by the laws. In this land of promife for the good

men ofall denominations, are adlually to be found, the inde-

pendent or congregational church from England, the pro-

teftant epifcopal church, feparated by our revolution from

the church of England, the quaker church, the englifli,

fcotch, irifli, and dutch prefbyterian or calvinift churches,

the roman catholic church, the german lutheran church, the

german reformed church, the baptift and anabaptift

churches, the hugonot or french proteftant church, the

moravian church, the fwedifli epifcopal church, the fe-

ceders from the fcotch church, the menonift church, with

other chriftian fe^ts, and the hebrew church. Mere to-

leration is a doftrine exploded by our general conftitution

;

inftead of which have been fubftituted an unqualified admi{^

fion, and aflertion, thiz their own modes of worfliip and

of faith equally belong to all the worfhippers of God, of

whatever church, feft, or denomination.

LETTER IX.

MY DEAR FRIEND, Kentucky.

i HAD the pleafure of receiving,

within thefe two days, your favour, dated the 24th of Au-

guft laft, and admire the virtue and humanity of thofe of

your citizens you mention to have left off the ufe of Weft

India produce, in confequence of your parliament not

having adopted any mode of eflfe£ting the abolition of the

Have trade*.

* The conftitution of Kentucky cxpreffly forbids tlie legiflature

to interfere in any way whatever in the abolition offlavery. - Edit.

The
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The little pamphlet you did me the favour to fend with

your packet, addrefled to the people of Great Britain on

that fubjedV, with obfervations upon the fituation of the un- flj

fortunate Africans enflaved, contains the pureft fentiments

of benevolence, and the moft rational ideas, and it is written

with a precifion which does the highefi: honour to the

author's head, as well as to his heart.

We have difgraced the fair face of humanity, and tram-

pled upon the facred privileges of man, at the very moment

that we were exclaiming againft the tyranny of your mi-

niftry, but in contending for the birthright of freedom,

we have learned to feel for the bondage of others ; and, in

the libations we offer to the fair goddefs of liberty, we con-

template an emancipation of the jQaves of this country, as

honourable to themfelves, as it will be glorious to us.

I have been afhamed, in reading Mr. Jefferfon's book,

to fee, from one of the moft enlightened and benevolent

of my countrymen, the difgraceful prejudices he entertains

againft the unfortunate negroes. But if he has given Eu-

ropeans a flagrant proof of his prejudices, he has afforded

common fenfe an opportunity of judging from his paradoxes,

that fuch cannot be the general fentiments of the people of

America.

In the revifiofi of a code of laws propofed for the ftatc

of Virginia, it was recommended to emancipate all flaves

born after pajQing the aft, who were to be brought up, at

the public expence, to different vocations, until females

ihould be 1 8, and the males 2 1 years of age j when they

fhould be colonized to fuch place as circumftances fliould

render moft proper, giving them. arms, implements. Sec.

&c. to declare them a free and independent people, and

extend to them their alliance and protedlion, until they

fhould have acquired ftrength and power equal to felf-pro-

teftion.

Concerning which nieafure, Mr. Jefferfon fays, *' It will

probably
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probably be afked, Why not retain and Incorporate the

blacks ?" He then attempts to give reafons to prove why it

would be impolitic ; by alleging that the deep-rooted pre-

judices of the whites, and the recolleiSlion of paft injuries

. by the blacks, would be produffive of continual feuds, which

would probably never end but in the extermination of one

of the other race.

To fuch obje£lions, which he calls political, he fays,

" r9ay be added others, which are moral and phyfical.'* I

will obferve upon his political opinions firft. The great

charge fuch a bulinefs would, be to that ftate, would necef-

farily tend to pr6craftinate its execution, and perhaps render

abortive the whole defign, by making it neceflary to relin-

quifh an object which the finances of the government would

not admit of being carried into execution ; and thus a moft

odious tyranny would be prolonged. Befides, what could

be fo impolitic, in fuch a country as Virginia, as banifhing

a numerous clafs of men who might be made ufeful citizens,

rilking a depopulation of one colour, in order to fupply

their places with another ? an undertaking which, independ-

ent of the great expence it would be attended with, would

alfo prove furrounded by many other difficulties. From what

country is the vacancy to be filled ? Emigrations have been

frequent from Europe to America : but it would require a

length of time to recruit 250,000 inhabitants, which, I

fuppofe, is nearly the amount of the flaves of Virginia.

There are in politics, as well as in phyfic, cafes which

require irregular prefcriptions. There is no law in nature

which binds one man to another ; and laws, which are not

founded in the principles of reafon and truth, invalidate

themfelves. There is no ftatute which gives power to a white

man to exercife defpotifm over a man becaufe he is black.

It is contrary to our bill of rights, as well as repugnant to

the code of nature. But the mifchief lies in the prejudices

pf the times. A complete emancipation, perhaps, would

not
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not be borne in Virginia; for which reafon it mufl: be

gradual, as it has been in Pennfylvania. It woiild there-

fore be wife in that ftate to attach their flaves to the land of

their refpeftive mafters for a certain term of years ; after

which they fhould be at liberty to change their fituations,

as their circumftances or pleafure would dire£l, the fame as

any other tenants.

Such a fyftem, under falutary regulations, would not

only afford the negro a confiderable proportion of freedom,

but would be highly advantageous to the ftate ; as, by par-

celling out their immenfe wafte trafts of land into little

farms, the low country, which has been impoverilhed by the

pernicious cultivation of tobacco, would become fertilized,

and reftored to its priffcine fecundity.

Let us fuppofe the prefent flaves of Virginia placed in

fuch a fituation for their lives, and that all bbcks, bom
after paffing an aft for this purpofe, Ihould be free at 25

years of age. This would afford time not only to put thefc

little farms in order, but it would reclaim the exhaufted.

land, and leave the proprietors in a better fituation than

they otherwife would have been in, from a fyftem which

encourages indolence, promotes ignorance, tyranny, and

every radical vice ; but the blacks, by liberal conditions

upon fuch a plan, with induftry, might be able to educate

their children, and accumulate a fmall property to en-

courage and fupport their liberty and independence, and

the ftate would have time to acquire white emigrants, if the

blacks did not anfwer the purpofes of cultivation, and the end

of the civil polity of an enlightened government ; to fuppofe

which would be as uncharitable as the remarks of Mr. Jef-

ferfon.

It will, doubtlefs, require a length of time to generalize

marriages between the whites and blacks ; but that would

not prove a material difadvantagc to the ftate. There

would always be fome whites who would marry blacks for

the
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the ^i^h of pr6J)erty ; and, no donbt, when prejudices are

worn away, they would unite from more tender ami delicate

fentiments.

A judicious author of this country, who has written on

the compiexion and figure of the human fpecies, has faid,

" A nation which migrates to a different climate will, in

time, be impreffed with the charadlers of its new ftate. The

.

dark colour of the natives of the Weft India iflands is well

known to approach very near to a dark copper. The de-

Icendarits of the Spaniards in South America are already

become cOpper-coloured. The Portuguefe of Mitombo, la

Sierra Leone, on the coaft of Africa, have, by intermarry-

ing with the natives, and by adopting their manners, become,

in a few generations, perfedlly affimilated in afpeft, figure^

and complexion." And lord Kaims, who cannot be fufpefted

of partfality on this fubjeft, fays of another portuguefe fettle-

ment on the coaft of Congo, " That the defcendants of thofe

poliflied Europeans have become, both in their perfons and

In their manners, more like beafts than like men. Thefe

examples tend to ftrengthen the inference from the changes

that have happened in the Anglo-Americans ; and they fhew

how eafily climate would affimilate foreigners to natives, in

the courfe of time, if they would adopt the fame manners^

. and equally expofe themfelves to its influence."

Whether the black of negroes refides in the reticular

membrane between the fkin and fearf-fkin, or in the fcarf-

fkin itfelf—whether it proceeds from the colour of the

bloodj^ the colour of the bile, or from that of fome other

fecretion, the difference is not fixed in nature, but is the

mere effedt of climate, which is proved by the daily teftl-

mbriy of the moft enlightened philofophers of the prefent

age ; who have for their fupport the obfervations and re-

marks of travellers upon the effects of climjtte In every parf

of the globe.

Mr. Jefferfon fays, It is fixed in nature ; and alk3, <* if

Q^ the
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the difference is of no rejl importance ?" I anfwer, that it is

of no real importance, when compared with the objeft of

refcuing fome millions of miferable human beings from the

odious prejudices which have degraded a whole race of men

to the rank of beafts of burden, becaufe they had the mif-

fortune not to have the tinge of red and white.

Were a man, who, with all the ardour of a youthful paf-

iion, had juft been gazing upon the fair bofom of a loved

and beautiful miftrefs, and afterwards marked the contraft

of that paradife of fublunary blifs, to the african or indian

hue, to exclaim in the terms which Mr. Jefferfon has ufed,

he might be judged excufable on account of the intoxication

of his heated fenfes : but when a grave philofopher, who

has pafled the meridian of life, fits down to meliorate, by

his writings and opinions, the condition of the flaves of his

country, whofe fetters have fixed an obloquy upon the

virtue and humanity of the fouthern Americans, I confefs

it appears to me not a little inconfiftent.

As to the whites being more elegantly formed, as afTerted

by Mr. Jefferfon, I muft confefs that it has never appeared

fo to me. On the contrary, I have often obferved, in fa-

milies which have been remarkable for feeding their blacks

well, and treating them in other refpefts with humanity,

that their negroes have been as finely formed as any whites

I ever faw.—Indeed my admiration has often been arrefted

in examining their proportion, mufcular flrength, and ath-

letic powers.

If they fecrete lefs by the kidneys, and more by the glands

of the fkin, which gives them a ftrong and difagreeable

odour, it is alfo certain that white men, inhabiting fouthern

climates, do the fame, more than in northern latitudes : by

which means an evaporation takes place from the whole

furface of the body, which produces that degree of cold

which is requifite to counteradl the heat of the climate.

As there is always a flow of bile proportionate to the degree

of
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of heat, the perfpirable matter will be more or lefs faturated

with that fluid, which, from an antifeptic quality, produces

that odour which is fuppofed to indicate an original differ-

ence J but which, in reality, may be difcovered in a degree

in all black-haired people in all countries.

No doubt, too, much of that odour is owing to their

difference of living from that of the whites : for it is certain,

that thofe negroes who are cleanly, and live in the manner

of their mafters, have lefs of it.

However, there can be no doubt but that the animal

fyftem may be fo materially affeJled by climate, as to require

a length of time to reftore it to its priftine flate ; and whe-

ther man was aboriginal to Afia, or whether every continent

has had its Adam, is of no confequence to the argument :—It

is certain we are elTentially the fame in fhape and intelleft.

*' Comparing them by their faculties of memory, reafon,

and imagination, it appears to me," fays Mr. Jefferfon,

" that in memory they are equal to the whites, in reafon

much inferior, as I think one could fcarcely be found capa-

ble of tracing and comprehending the inveftigation of

Euclid ; and that in imagination they are dull, taftelcfs, and

anomalous. It would be unfair to follow them to Africa for

this inveftigation ; we will confider them here on the fame

ftage of the whites, and where the fails are not apocryphal

on which a judgment is to be formed.''

Can any pofition be more puerile and inconfiftent ? '* We
will confider them on the fame ftage of the whites, and then

a comparifon is not apocryphal." Now I beg to know what

can be more uncertain and falfe than eftimating or com-

paring the intelleft or talents of two defcriptions of men

;

one enjlavedy degraded, and fettered in all their aEls of velitiofiy.

•without a vijla through which the rays of light and fcience could

be Jhot to illumine their ignorant minds—the other free, inde-

pendent, and with the advantage of appropriating the reafon

and fcience which have been the refult of the ftudy and

0^2 labours



228 WESTERN TERRITORY OF

.labours of the philofophers and fenfible men for centuries

back. If there have been fome folitary inftances where

negroes have had the advantage of education, they have

fhewn that they are in no degree inferior to whites,

though they have alvsrays had in this country the very great

difadvantage of affociating only with their ignorant country-

men, which not only prevents that polifh fo eflential to

arreft admiration, but which imperceptibly leads to lervility

from the prevalence of manners.

Mr. JefFerfon's own arguments invalidate themfelves.

** Homer told us," he fays, " nearly 3000 years fince,

" Jove fix'd it certain, that whatever day

Makes man a flave, takes half his worth away."

Now it is moft certain that the negroes in America have not

only been enflaved, but that they have exifted under the

moft inhuman and nefarious tyranny, particularly in the

fouthern ftates.

Baron de Tott, fpeaking of the ignorance of the Turks,

who are alfo flaves, but whites, faid, »< that it was with diffi-

culty that he could make theifi comprehend how two triangles

could be equal to one right one." But it is only neceflary,

to prove the nullity of Mr. Jefferfon's arguments, to copy his

own refledlion. He alks, " if the world has produced

more than two poets acknowledged to be fuch by all nations-;

how many mathematicians, how many great inventors in

arts and fciences had Europe, north of the Alps, when the

Homans croffed thofe mountains ?" and thetn he f.\js, " it

was fixtcen centuries before a Newton could be formed."

And after alking thefe queftions, he abfurdly expefts that

black poets and mathematicians are to fpriug tip like mufe-

rooms.

However, a black in New-England has compofed an

ephcmeris, which I have feen, and which men, converfant

in the fcience of atlronomy, declare exhibits marks of acute

reafon and '»enius.
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To contend, however, that the world has produced but

two poets, is rather the , aflertion of a pedant than a philo-

fopher ; and to maintain that no perfons read Milton and

Shakefpear with delight but Englifhmen, is not ftridlly juft

:

for every roan of tafte and judgment who underftands the

englifh language to perfedlion, muft read them, and many

other cnglifh poets, with the moft animated pleafure. And if

the Jerufalem Delivered, the Henriade, and the Lufiad,

have only beea generally read by the. countrymen of their

refpedtive authors, it is not becaufe they have neither ge-

nius nor excellence, but becaufe it has been more the fyftem

of education in Europe to ftudy the claflics than the modern

languages, which has given a predominant preference among

the literati in every country to the greek and latin poets.

" Religion has produced a Phyllis Wheatly ; but it could

not produce a poet," is another of Mr. Jefferfon's dogmata,

Phyllis was brought from Africa to America, between 7
and 8 years of agej and without any affiftance from a fchool

education, and before {he was 1 5 years old, wrote many of

her poems. This information is attefted by her then mafter,

John Wheatly, dated Bofton, November 14, 1772. I will

tranfcribe part of her poem on Imagination, and leave you

tojudge whether it is poetical or not. It will afford you an

opportunity, if you have never met with it, of eftimating

her genius and Mr. Jefferfon's judgment; and I think,

without any difparagement to him, that, by comparifon,

Phyllis appears much the fuperior. Indeed, I fhould be glad

to be informed what white upon this continent has written

niore beautiful lines.

*' Imagination ! who can fing tliy force ?

Or who defcribe the fwiftnefs of thy courfe ?

Soaring through air to find the bright abode,

Th' imperial palace of the thund'ring god,

We on thy pinions can furpafs the wind,

Aod leave the rolling univerfe behind

:
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From ftar to ftar the mental optics rove,

Meafurc the fkies, and range the reajms above ;

There in one view we grafp the mighty whoIe>

Or with new worlds amaze th' unbounded foul.

Though winter frowns, to fancy's raptur'd eyes ,

The fields may flouri(h, and gay fcenes arife;

The frozen deeps may burft their iron bands>

And bid their waters murmur o'er the fands;

Fair Flora may refurae her fragrant reign.

And with her fiow'ry riches deck the plain

;

Sylvanus may difTufe his honours round,

And all the forefl may with leaves be crown'd ;

Show'rs may dcfcend, and dews their gems difclofe.

And neftar fparkle on the blooming rofe."

Mr. JelFerfon has been equally fevere upon Ignatius

Sancho. But, as I have not the honour to be acquainted

with Mr. Sancho's writings, I fliall conclude that tliat criti-

cifm is equally marked with prejudice. His faying, " that

Terence was a flave, but not black," is in contradi^ion

to the teftimony of every other authority ; who all agree*

that he was not only an African but a Numidian, who are

all known to be black.

But, to complete his paradoxes, Mr. Jefferfon has re-

marked, " that the Indian, with no advantage of education,

is eloquent and ingenious," without recollecting that the fa-^

vage Is free while the poor African is enflaved } though he

allows that fcrviiude deftroys half the worth of the human

foul.

But to do jufticc to his candour and heart, I will give

you his conduHon upon this fubjcCl: "The whole com-

merce between mafter and flave is a perpetual exercifeof the

moft boirterous paffiorw, the moft unremitting defpotifm on

one part, and degrading fubmiHions on the other. Our

children fee this, and learn to imitate it. The parent

ftorms, the child looks on, catches the lineaments of wrath,

puts on the fame airs, gives a loofe to his worft of pafiions j

and
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and thus nurfed, educated, and dally exerclfed in tyranny,

cannot but be ftamped with odious peculiarities,"

^ After making feveral moral reflections upon the fubjeft

' of flavery, he finiflies withthefe emphatical words: " Indeed*

I tremble for my country, when I reflect that God is juft :

* that his juftice cannot fleep for ever : that, coniidering

numbers, nature, and natural means only, a revolution of

the wheel of fortune, an exchange of fituation, is among

poflible events : that it may become probable by fupernatu-

,
ral interference ! The Almighty has no attribute which

can take fide withus in fuch a conteft."

You fee, my dear friend, how powerful is the effeft of

habit and prejudice j that with ideas and principles founded

in reafon and truth, fufficicnt to demonftrate that flavery

deftroys the energy, of the human mind, and with a heart

which does honour to Mr. Jefferfon as a man, his mind is

fo warped by education and the habit of thinking, that he

has attempted to make it appear the African is a being be-

tween the human fpecies and the oran-outang ; and ridicu-

loufly fuffered his imagination to be carried away with the

idle tales of that animal's embracing the negro women, in

' preference to the females of its own fpecies.

Great God ! how long is the world to be tantalized with

fuch paltry fophiftry and nonfenfe ! My pity and indigna-

tion have been alternately excited fince I have been writing

this letter. But, I hope thofe dazzling rays of philanthropy

which gleam in the flattering account you have given me of

the difpofition of your countrymen, will give a flab to the

principles of domeftic tyranny, and fix an odium upon thofe

Icachers of human blood, as flagrant as they are contempti-

ble. Farewell. In the hbations of this night, and appro-

priate hours of love and focial pleafure, the obje<5l of ufing

my feeble powers in attempting to alleviate the oppreflions

of the miferable in every part of the world, fhall not be

forgotten.
' 1 remain, mofl: affectionately,

Yours, S(,c,
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LETTER X.

MY DEAR FRIEND,

X OUR laft favour gave me the

mofl: lively pleafure ; but, I fear, you have been too fan-

guine in the expe£lation, that the degree of lofs to the re» .

venue in confejiience of the increafed number who have

left off the ufe of fugar, will compel your parliament to

abolifh the flave trade upon the principle of policy.

No doubt but the fyftem is impolitic under every con-

fideration ; but when a government acls more upon prin-

ciples of patronage, than upon a wife and liberal policy^

little is to be expefted from opinions fo vitiated and con-

trolled by bad habits of thinking.

Ignorant minds are always the moft incorj-igible i and

the devaftations which folly and contumely have produced in

their perfeverance in error, fhew, in the ftrongeft of all pof-

fible light, the advantage of philofophy. While weak men
dread what they call innovation, amiiidments will be very

tardy ; and until education with you is ameliorated, I expe£l

your unnatural fyflcin of flavery, chartered companies, &c.

&c. will be continued. However, aai sera will arrive when

ftates who are more wife than your nation appears to be in

the appropriation of ufcful truths, will eclipfe the brilliancy

of your commerce, and then the fpirit of a people renown-

ed for their magnanimity will tear from the fair face of rea-

fon, the odious maflk which has fo Icmg obfcured her luflre.

It requires no oracular faculties to fee that that period

is rapidly advancing ; and it is to be prefumcd that tl*e moft

conceited and ftubbcrn fteward would take fome precaution

againft the dangers of an impending hurricane.

Previous to your laft rcqucft, I had interfperfed in my
different letters fomc account of the natural hiftory of this

country,
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country, and had referred you to Mr. Jefferfon for more

full information j but as it is always with the greatefl: plea-

fure I write to you, I ftiall give you fuch an account of it

as the length of a letter and my knowledge of the fubjeft

will permit.

I am too proud to make any apology for being obliged

to give yqu in many inftances the popular names of our

vegetables, &c. &c. ; for I think it is high time that the

linnaean defignation was anglicifed.

Linnxus had great merit as firll nomenclator in the fci-

ence of natural hiftory, and no doubt did the world a great

and eflential good by preferring the latin to the fwedifli lan-

guage for his purpofe. But from the perfe£lion which

botany and natural hiftory have attained, I think the objefl:

of fimplifying, or rendering into englifh, the various terms

in that fcience, highly worthy the attention of fome en-

lightened philofopher.

True, the latin has hitherto been the moft general lan-

guage in Europe among fcientific men, and thus far the in-

fancy of the ftudy has been rapidly matured by the happy

adoption. But the englifli language bids fair to fuperfede

it ; and when we take a view of the different parts of the

globe that are fettled by people who fpeak englifh, and

compare it with the perfe£lion which that language has ar-

rived at, I think it feems probable in the courfe of time that

it will become univerfal.

We have a variety of fpontaneous kinds of grafs, for

m?iny of which we have no name. I have fpoken of the

cane and its properties in a former letter, which the farmer

may confider as a grafs, fince it will anfwer every purpofe of

grafs to him. I have alfo mentioned our clover and rye-

grafs. Befides which, we have, of the grafs kind, the pea-

vine, which in a fmall degree refembles your pea-vine. It

has the fame kind of tendril, and runs up the cane, fhrubs,

and rye-grafs, which, frequently grows interfperfed with it.

Its
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Its blofToms are of a reddifli hue, and it produces a fmall

and imperfeft pea. In very rich foil, it grows from 3
to 5 feet high ; but in general it does not exceed 1 8 inches

or 2 feet, and is not of fo luxuriant a growth as the vine

of the cultivated pea, but has a much nearer refemblance

to grafs.

Our other principal forts of natural grafs are, the buf-

falo, orchard, fpear, blue, and crab grafles. The buffalo

grafs is rather coarfe, grows from 9 to 1 8 inches high, and

is generally found moft plentiful in a middling foil. It has

a broad leaf, and fecms unworthy of cultivation. The lat-

ter kinds gensrally fpring up after the land has been cul-

tivated, and from excellent paftures ; and are alfo capable

of being made into hay, particularly the fpear and blue

grafs.

Every part of the country abounds in a variety of na-

tural flowers. The crocus, and a profuflon of daifies, ap-

pear on the approach of fpring, which are fucceeded by the

daffodil, jonquil, hyacinth, tulip, and a multitude of other

flowers, fuch as heart's-eafe, lilies, red and white, holly-

hocks, pinks, golden rod, cowflips, may-flowers, jefllunine,

columbine, hcneyfuckles, rock honeyfuckles, tuberofe, ra-

nimculas, marfli-mallows, violets, rofes of diflerent forts, &c.

Of herbs, &c. we have of the wild fort, marjoram, fun-

dew, fage, thyme, indian-leaf, rofemary, angelica, fennel,

lovage, mugwort, ox-eye, mother wort, feverfew, cat's-

mint, pennyroyal, rue, mint, yarrow, burnet, nettle, fanicle,

rupture-wort, cudweed, white and black maiden-hair, colcr

v/ort, ground-pine, tooth-wort, ground-ivy, lung-wort,

mountain-polly, winter-green, horehound, ladies-mantle,

celandine, jew's-etir, horfe-mint, liver-wort, water-creffes,

fcurvy-grafs, muftarii, hyffop, tanfy, dock, afmart, glafs-

wort, hellebore, wolt's-bane, fpikenard, &c.

You will obferve, that wc have adopted names that are

common in Europe, and prefumc that it is the aflinity be-

tween
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tween your plants of the above names, ^nd ours, which has

produced thefe denominations. How far they are applica-

ble, requires a better botanift to determine than I profefs

to be ; and to relate their different minutiae, would be both

tedious and unfatisfa£lory, as it is impoffible to give a juft

idea of their comparative fimilarity by a defcription *.

Farinaceous, Leguminows Plants, &c.

Indian corn, zea maiz, is a grain the fize of a pea ; fomc

of it is as large as the fugar-pea : it grows on a ftamen in

afcending rows : fome of thefe ftamina bear upon them to

the number of 7 00 grains, and they have even been count-

ed to a greater amount. This ftamen may be about 2 inches

thick, by 7 or 8 inches and upwards in length : it is enfold-

ed in feveral covers of thin leaves, which fcreen it from the

rapacity of the birds. Its foot or ftalk is often of the fame

dimenfions ; having leaves 2 inches broad and upwards, by

2 feet and a half in length, which are channeled or formed

like gutters, by which they collect the dew that diffolves at

fun-rifing, and trickles down to the ftalk, fometimes in fuch

abundance as to wet the earth around tliem for the breadth

of 6 or 7 inches. Its flower is on the top of the ftallc,

which is fometimes 8 feet high. Five or 6 ears are commonly

found on each ftalk ; and, in order to procure a greater

crop, the part of the ftalk above the ears fliould be cut

away. For fowing the maiz in a field already cleared and

prepared, holes are made 4 feet afunder every way, obferv-

ing to make the rows as ftraight as may be, in order the moi'e

eaftly to weed them. Into every hole are put 5 or 6 grains,

previoufly fteeped in water for 24 hours at leaft, to make

them fpring up the quicker, and to prevent the fox and the

birds from devouring fuch quantities of them as they other-

wife would. By day people are placed to guard them againfl:

* However, as an account cf the properties, culture, and ufes

of the principal of them is indifpenfabls to new fettlers, it is add-

ed by the prefent editor.

birds
j
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birds; by night fires are kept up at proper diftances to

frighten away the fox, who would otherwife turn up the

ground and eat the corn of all the rows, one after another,

without omitting one, till he has his fill, and is therefore

the moft pernicious animal to this production. The corn,

as foon as fhot out of the earth, is weeded : when it mounts

up, and its ftalks are an inch big, it is hilled, to fecure it

againft the wind. Such as begin a plantation in woods

thick fet with cane, have an advantage in the maiz, that

makes amends for clearing the ground ; a labour always

more fatiguing than cultivating a fpot already cleared.

The advantage is this : they begin with cutting down the

canes for a great extent of ground ; the trees they peel for

2 feet high quite round : this operation is performed in the

beginning of March, as then the fap is in motion in this

country : about a fortnight after, the canes, being dry, are

fet on fire : the fap of the trees is thereby made to defcend,

and the branches are burnt, which kills the trees. On the

following day the corn is fown in the manner already de-

fcribed : the roots of the cane, which are not quite dead»

fhoot frefh canes, which are very tender and brittle ; and as

no other canes grow in the field that year, it is eafy to be

weeded of thefe canes, and as much corn again may be pro-

duced as in a field already cultivated. This grain is eaten

different ways : the moft common method is to make it into

fagamity, which is a kind of gruel made with water, or

firong broth. Bread is alfo made of it, like cakes (by

baking it over the fire on an iron plate, or on a board be-

fore the fire), which is far preferable to what is baked in

the oven, at lead for prefent ufe : but it muft be made every

day ; and even then it will be too heavy to foak in foup of

any kind. A light and black foil agrees much better with

the maiz than a ftron« and rich one. This corn, it is well

known, is very wholefome both for man and other anmials,

cfpecially for poultry. The natives, that they may have

change
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change of difhes, drefs It in various ways. The beft is to

make it into what is called parched meal. As there is no-

body who does not eat of this with pleafure, even though

not very hungry, it will be proper to give the manner of

preparing it, that our ovm people, who rear this grain, may

draw the fame advantage from it.

The corn is firft parboiled in water ; then drained and

well dried. "When it is perfectly dry, it is then roafted oa

a plate made for that purpofe, afhes being mixed with it, to

prevent it from burning ; and it is kept continually ftirred,

that it may take only the red colour which is wanted.

When it has got that colour, the aihes are removed, it is

well rubbed, and then put into a mortar with the afhes of

dried ftalks of kidney- beans, and a little water; it is then

beat gently, which quickly breaks the huik, and turns the

whole into meal. This meal, after being pounded, is dried

in the fun j and, after this laft operation, it may be carried

anywhere, and will k.^ep 6 months, if care be taken/rom

time to time to expofe it to the fun. When wanted for

confumptionj it is mixed in a veuel two-thirds water with.

one-third meal, and in a few minutes the mixture fwclls

greatly in bulk, and is fit to eat. It is a very nourifliing

food, and is an excellent provlfion for travellers, and thofe

who go to any diftance to trade. This parched meal, mixed

with milk and a little fugar, may be ferved up at the beft

tables. When mixed with chocolate, it makes a very lafting

nouriOiment. From maiz is made a ftrong and agreeable

beer ; and a brandy is likewife diftilled from it.

Wild oat ; zizania aquatica.

Wild rye. Lieutenant-governor Mercer, a native of Vir-

ginia, who has feen this plant growing, and eaten the feed of

it, gives the following account : " The wild rye, which

grows everywhere in the Ohio country, is a fpecies of the

rye cultivated by the Europeans. It has the fame bearded-

ear, and produces a farinaceous grain. The ear and grain

ia
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in the wild ftate of this plant, are lefs, and the beard of thtf

ear is longer than that of the cultivated rye, which makes

this wild plant refemble more the rye-grafs in its appear-

ance ; but it differs in no other refpeft from the rye, and it

fhoots in its fpontaneous vegetation about the middle of

November, as the cultivated rye does." The h€t thus af-

certained, that there is, in this part of the world, ^ plant of

fpontaneous growth which produces bread-corn, led governor

Pownall to inquire a little farther into the hiftory of the

plant called wheat ; and he found in Diodorus Siculus a

traditionary piece of hiftory, in confirmation of what he

had before held merely as a matter of opinion : he fays,

" that Ifis was the difcoverer to mankind of the fruit of

wheat and barley (growing perchance amongft the other

wild plants of the earth unknown to men), and that Oilris

taught them the manner of cultivating this to ufe." But

Polyhlftor, as quoted by Eufebius, giving an account, which

he took from Berofus, of the ancient natural ftate of Mefo-

potamla, where Babylon was built, fays, " that in the earlieft

times it abounded with v/ild wheat, wf^i dypac, amongft the

other indigenous plants." Thefe two facts, arifing in places,

though fomewhat fimilar in fituation, yet in fuch remote

parts of the earth, and in fuch diftant periods of time, throw

a kind of light upon each other.

Wheat, rye, barley, and oats, grow extremely well in

thefe parts ; but one precaution is to be added in regard to

wheat. When it is fown by itfelf, as in England, it grows

at firft furpriflngly ; but when it is in flower, a great number

of drops of red water are obfervable at the bottom of the

ftalk, within 6 inches of the ground, which are collcfH^ed

there during the night, and difappear at fun-rifing. This

water is of fuch an acrid nature, that in a fhort time it con-

fumes the ftalk, and the ear falls before the grain is formed.

To prevent this difaftcr, which is owing to the too great

richncfs of the foil, a method that has fucceeded extremely

well.
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well, js, to mix with the wheat intended to be fown, feme

rye and dry mould, in fuch a proportion that the mould

ihall be equal to the rye and wheat together. ' This method

M. le Page du Pratz faw praiStifed in France ; and, on his

afking the reafon of it, was told by the farmer that, as the

land was new, and had lately been a wood, it contained an

acid that was prejudicial to the wheat *, and that as the rye.

abforbed that acid without being hurt, it thereby preferred

the other grain. Barley and oats are to be feen in this

country 3 feet high.

Indian millet j holcus laxus.

The rice which is cultivated here was brought from Caro-

lina. It fucceeds fjrprifingly well, and experience has

proved, contrary to the common notion, that it does not

require to have its foot always in the water. It has-beeu

fown in the flat country without being flooded, and the

grain that was reaped was full grown, and of a very delicate

tafte. The fine flavour need not furprife us ; for it is fo

with all plants and fruits that grov.-- T>'ithout being watered,

and at a diftance from watery places. Two crops maybe

reaped from the fame plant ; but the fecond is poor if it be

not flooded.

The firft fettlers found in the country french-beans of

various colours, particularly red and black, and they have

been denominated beans of 40 days, becaufe they require

no longer time to grow and to be fit to eat green. The
apallachian beans are fo called becaufe they were obtained

from a nation of the natives of that name. They probably

had them from the Engiifh of Carolina, whither they had

been brought from Guinea. Their fhalks fpread upon the

ground to the length of 4 or 5 feet. They are like the

other beans, only much fmaller, and of a brown colour,

having a black ring round the eye, by which they are join-

- ed to the fhell. Thefe beans boil tender, are tolerably well

tafted, but are fweetifli, and rather infipid.

Lupine;
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Lupine ; lupinus perennis.

• Jerufalem artichoke ; heiianthus tuberofus.

Cumlings ; cucurbita verrucofa.

Cuflias J cucurbita melopepo j fquafhes, a kind of pump-

kin, as cultivated here, being of an eafy culture in the poor-

eft foils, and yielding a great and beneficial increafe of food,

ought not to be forgotten, though, on account of their

being chiefly ufed as a fauce, they may be thought of infe-

rior confequence. Their culture is fo eafy as to require

little or no attendance after the feed is in the ground ; they

overgrow every kind of grafs or weed, and are generally

planted by dropping fome feeds in the potatoe or corn-

fields, and their increafe is immenfe : was the fhield-fliaped

fquafh from the north added to this, it would prove

a beneficial addition. All thefe kinds are eagerly er.ten by

cattle and horfes of every fort, and they increafe milk.

Peafe, as they are here called, but improperly, becaufe

fpecies of the phafeolus and dolichos are meant, follow the

maiz in point of utility. It is well known, that pioft people

ufe them like european peafe, either green or dry ; and fome

kinds, fuch as the fmall white fort, the bonavift, cuckolds-

increafe, the white black-eyed pea, the white crowder, and

many others, are undoubtedly at leait as good. Add to

this, that, while young, hull and all, they make a fine efcu-

lent difh for the table ; and, when fhelled, they are as good

as green peafe, and as much admired ; the hulls, after threfh-

ing, are eagerly fought after by cattle, and incrcife milk :

the hogs fattened with this pulfe, are the next beft pork to

thofe fed with maiz. Thus they infinitely increafe the

quantity of food ; their culture is eafy j they are generally

row planted between the corn at the fecond time of hoeing ;

they want little or no attendance in that cafe, as the corn

ferves them for fupport to climb up by ; and the farther

attendance on the corn alfo ferves the crop of peafe. This

hulbandry fcems to be a very good one, as by the time that

the
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the cirrhi take hold of the corn, it is fufficlently filled to be

out of all danger of hurt from this parafitical nature of the

peafe. It is probable, alfo, that the haulm left behind may

fupply the land with fufiicient manure to recruit its vegeta-

tive vigour, which maiz is but too apt to exhauft. The
proper pea is not fo fit for the field in this part of America,

therefore only cultivated in gardens for the purpofe of eating

them green.

All kinds of melons fucceed to admiration in this country.

Thofe of France, of Spain, of England, which laft are called

white melons, are here infinitely finer than In the countries

from whence they have their name ; but the beft of all are

the water-fhelons. As they are not generally known

abroad, a defcription of them will not be unwelcome to the

reader : The ftalk of this melon fpreads like all others upon

the ground, and extends to the length of 10 feet. It is fo

tender, that when it is any way bruifed by treading upon it,

the fruit dies ; and if it is rubbed in the leaft, it grows

warm. The leaves are very much indented, as broad as

the hand when they are fpread out, and are fomewhat of a

fea-green colour. The fruit is either round like a pompion,

or oblong. There are fome good melons of this lafi: kind j

bat the firfi: fort are mofl: efteemed, and defervedly fo. The

weight of the largeft rarely exceeds 30 pounds, but that of

the fmalleft is always above 10 pounds. Tlieir rind is of a

pale green colour, interfperfed with large white fpots. The

fubftance that adheres to the rind is white, crude, and of a

difagreeable tartnefs j and is therefore never eaten. The

fpace within that is filled with a light and fparkling fub-

flrance, that may be called, for its properties, a rofe-coloured

fnow. It melts in the mouth, as if it were actually fnow,

and leaves a tafte like that of the water prepared for fick

people from goofeberry jelly. This fruit, therefore, cannot

fail of being very refrefiiing ; and is fo wholefome, that per-

fons in all kinds of diftempers may fatisfy their appetite

R v*'ith
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with it, without any apprehenfion of being the worfe for it*

The water-melons of Africa ai^e not by far fo grateful to

the palate as thefe. The feeds of water-melons are placed

like thofe of the french melolis. Their fhape is oval and

flat, being as tliick at the end^ as towards the middle ; their

length is about 6 lines, and their breadth 4. Some are

black, and others red ; but the black are the belt, and it is

thofe you ought to choofe for fowing, if you wifli to have

good fruit ; which you cannot fail of procuring, if they be

not planted in ftrong ground, where they would degenerate,

and become red.

Panic j panicum, or guinea corn ; differs from maiz in

being more difficult to be reduced into food, and being of

too hot a nature for brutes, efpecially poultry, who will be-

come blind by eating it often. It impoverifhes land ; but,

when fown at broad-caft, will yield a fine and profitable

crop of hay for fuch as are inclined to keep horfes or milch

cows near home ; nor has it in this cafe fo bad an effect on

the foil.

Buck-wheat juftly deferves to be here enumerated, as the

moll fattening grain to all animals, but efpecially hogs and

poultry J which latter are always furprifingly multiplied

where this grain is raifeJ. To man it is alfo an excellent

food. It is well known, that in Philadelphia buck-wheat

cakes are one of the articles of that city at their breakfafts.

It is alfo a noble crop near an apiary, and will multiply honey

greatly. It requires a light loamy foil well broke, and to

be fowed very thin. It improves land wherever it is

planted.

Purflain ; portulaca oleracea.

Lettuce 5 Lictuca virofa.

FIBUOUS PLANTS, 8iC.

Wild hemn ; acnida cannabina.

Wild ila\ ; linum virginianum. i
Hemp
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Hemp and flax Great Britain imports from the Baltic an-

nually to the value of 1,500,000!. flerling. Neither Caro-

lina nor Georgia have any lands comparable to our fine lands

on the MifEffippi, and yet they have afready exported great

quantities of hemp. The lands are fo rich on the Miffiffip-

pi, that neither of thefe two impoverifhing plants will ex-

hauft them ; and there is every encouragement to their cul-

tivation, which is fo univerfally underftood that it needs no

deicription. Thoroughly pulverizing the earth, and not

fowing it too thick, are almoft the only things to be attended

to in its cultivation ; and the proper criterion of rotting the

ligneous parts of the plant, fo that they may be eafily fepa-

rated in the brake, is the only one of moment in preparing

it for embarkation. Add to this, that ere long we fliall

have extenfive fettlements, producing immenfe quantities of

materials for exportation on and near the banks of that

almoft unbounded interior ocean the Miffiffippi, for 3000

miles up its courfe ; not to mention the products of the

river Ohio, the Shawanefe, Ouabache, Hogoheegee, Yafoo,

Miflburl, St. Peter, St. Francis, and the Red and Black

rivers, with many others of inferior note, all emptying

themfelves into it, where there is fo much room for the in-

creafe of people, which always proceeds in proportion as

there is more fpace for them to fit down in. This is beyond

reply verified by fo amazing a rapidity of increafe as Ame-

rica has experienced within thefe 40 years, being no lefs

than in triplicate proportion ; and fince the cruel war, car-

ried on by Great Britain and her allies againft France, Is

ftill greater. Now it is evident, that to carry off the pro-

duce of this vaft traft, it will be necefiary to build fliips in

every part of it, which, together with their bulky commo-

dities, muft be fold abroad, as a very few fmall craft will be

fufficient to bring up the trifling returns the inhabitants of

this happy country may fl:and in need of. This being the

cafe, let us confider that timber, iron, lead, &c. are found up

R 2 this
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tjiis river, but without rigging and fails they cannot confti-

tut€ a Ihip ; likcwife we niuft recolleft, that rigging and'

fails are bulky articles, and would coft much for carrying up

fo immenfe a diftance. A very ftrong kind of fibre, called

Indian hemp, is found growing in thefe parts ; it would be

highly proper to fet on foot an inquiry into its nature and»

properties : the favages ufe it, and it is extremely probable

that it would be found worth improving. The ufe of flax

is too well known, and its neceflity fo evident, that a defcrip-

tion or recommendation of its culture and preparation

would be fuperfluous. The north^american annona, the

lime, and mahoe tree, all indigenous here, yield each a fer-

viceable bark of great ufe if properly manufactured.

Hop J hamulus cupulus. Hops gro\V fpontaneowfly through

all this country. In fome of the provinces of Sweden, a

ftrong kind of cloth is faid to be prepared from hop ftalks ;

and in the tranfaftions of the fvvedifh academy for the year

1750, there is an account of an experiment made in confe-

quence of that report. Of the ftalks, gathered in autumn,

dbout as much was taken as equalled in bulk a quantity of

flax that would have produced a pound after preparation.

The ftalks were put into water, and kept covered therewith

during the winter : in March they were taken out, dried in

a ftove, and drefled as flax. The pre'pared filaments

weighed very nearly a pound, and proved fine, loft, and

white ; they were fpun and woven into 6 ells of fine ftrong

cloth. The author, Mr. Schiffler, obferves, that hop ftalks

take much longer time to rot than flax ; and that, if not fully

rotted, the woody part will not feparate, and the cloth will

prove neither white nor fine. Dr. Lewis's notes on Neu-

mann's Chymiftry/ 410, London, 1759, p. 429. Though

the hop growo naturally, yet fuch as have a dcfire to make

ufe of it for themfelves, or fell them to others, cultivate tliis

plant. It h planted in rows, diftant afundcr 6 feet, in holes

2 fact and 1 foot deep, in which the root is lodged. When
flxot
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{hot to a confiderable height, a pole of the fize of one's arm,

and between 12 and 15 feet long, is fixed in the hole ; care

is had to diredl the Ihoots to it, which fail not to run up the

pole. When the flower is ripe and yellowifh, the ftem is

cut quite clofe to the earth, and the pOlepuUed cut, in order

to pick the flowers, which are faved.

Tobacco ; nicotiana. Without difparaglng what is made

in other countries, it may be affirmed, that the tobacco

which grows in the country of the Natchez, is even preferable

to that of Virginia, or St. Domingo : this country is men-

tioned, bccaufe the foil at that poft appears to be more fuit-

able to this plant than any other ; although it muft be owned,

that there is but very little difference betwixt the tobacco

which grows there, and the adjacent parts, as at the Cut-

point, at the Nachitoches, and even at New-Orleans ; tut

whether it be owing to the expofure, or to the goodnefs of

the foil, it is allowed that the tobacco of the Natchez and

Yafous is preferable to the reft.

The method of planting and curing tobacco in this coun-

try is as follows : They fow it in beds well worked with the

hoe or fpade, in the months of December, January, or Fe-

bruary ; and, becaufe the feed is very fraall, they mix it with

aflies, that it may be thinner fowed ; then they rake the beds,

and trample them with their feet, or clap them with a plank,

that the feed may take fooner in the ground. The tobacco

does not come up till a month afterwards. Or even for a

longer time ; a.nd then great care muft be taken to cover the

beds with ftraw, or cyprefs bark, to preferve the plants

from the hoar frofts that are very common at that feafon.

There are, at prefent, but two forts of tobacco produced ;

the one, pointe coupee, with a long and fliarp-pointed

^ieafj the other, nanquitoche, has a round and hairy leaf

;

this latter is reckoned infinitely the beft.

At the end of April, or towards St. George's day, the

^* ]plants have about 4 leaves, of which the beft and ftrongeft

R 3 are
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are now plucked : thefe are planted out on the tobacco-

ground by a line ftretched acrofs it, and at 3 feet diftance

from one another : this is done either with a planting-ftick,

or with the finger, leaving a cavity on one fide of the plant,

to receive the water with which it muft be watered. The

tobacco being thus planted, it fhould be looked over even-

ing and morning, in order to deftroy a black worm, which

eats the bud of the plant, and afterwards buries itfelf in the

gjround. If any of the plants are eaten by this worm, others

muft be fet clofe by them. You muft choofe a rainy feafon

to plant your tobacco, and you fhould water it 3 times to

make it take root. But the ground is never laboured in this

country for planting tobacco ; it is reckoned fufEcient to

ftir the earth a little about 4 inches fquare round the plant.

When the tobacco is about 4 or 5 inches high, they weed

it, and clean the ground all about it, and hill up every plant.

The fame is done again Avhen it is about a foot and a half

high *. And when the plant has about 8 or 9 leaves, and is

ready to put forth a ftalk, they nip off the top, which is

called topping the tobacco (referving a few with their heads

on for feed) : by this amputation the leaves grow longer and

thicker. After this, you muft look over every plant, and

every leaf, in order to fucker it, or to pull off the buds

which grov/ at the joints of the leaves •, and at the fame

time you muft deftroy the large green worms that are found

on the tobacco, which are often as big as a man's finger, and

would eat up the whole plant in a night's time.

This done, care muft be taken to have ready a hanger (or

tobacco-houfe), which is here made in the following man-

* The plants are at this period out of danger of being fcratched

out of the ground by a largo flock of turkies which may now be
turned into the field, who will not touch the plants, but carefully

look for the worms that infeft them, of which thofe birds are very

fond; and thus they will fave a great deal of labour; but the

fuckers muft be attended to by human labour, which is alfo re-

quired to keep the ground clear fr<im weeds.

ncr ;
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ner : Several pofts are fet in the ground, at equal diftances

from one another, with a beam at top of them, making thus

the form of a houfe of an oblong fquare. In the middle of

this fquare two forks are fet up, about one-third higher than

the pofts, with a pole acrofs them, for the ridge-pole of the

building; upon which the rafters. are nailed, and covered

with cyprefs bark, or palmetto leaves. The iirft fcttlers

likewife built their dwelling-houfes in this manner, which

anlwered the purpofe very well, and as well as the houfes

their carpenters built for them, efpecially for the curing of

tobacco, which they hung in thefe houfes upon fticks, or

canes, laid acrofs the building, and about 4 feet and a half

afunder, one above another.

The tobacco-houfe being ready, you wait till your tobacco

is ripe, and fit to be cut, which you may know by the leaves

being brittle, and eafily broke between the fingers, efpecially

in the morning before fun-rife ; but thofc verfed in this

bufinefs know when the tobacco is fit to cut by the looks of

it, and at firft fight. You cut your tobacco with a knife,

as nigh the ground as you can ; after which you lay it on

the ground for fome time, that the leaves may fall, or grow

tender, and not break in carrying. On carrying your to-

bacco to the houfe, you hang it firft at the top by pairs, or

two plants together, thus continuing from ftory to ftory,

taking care that the plants thus hung are about 2 inches

afunder, and that they do not touch one another, left they

fhould rot. In this manner the whole houfe is filled v/ith

tobacco, and left to fweat and dry.

After the tobacco is cut, the ground on which it grew is

weeded and cleaned : each root then puts out feveral fuckers,

which are all pulled oiF, and only one of the beft is left to

grow, of which the fame care is taken as of the firft crop.

By this means a fecond crop is procured on the fame ground,

and fometimes a third. Thefe feconds, indeed, as they are

R 4 called,
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called, do not ufually grow fo high as the firft plant, but

notwithflanding they make very good tobacco.

If you have a mind to make your tobacco into rolls, there

is no occaflon to wait till the leaves are perfeftly dry ; but

as foon as they have acquired a yellowifti brown colour, al-

though the ftem be green, you unhang your tobacco, and-

ftrip the leaves from the ftalks, lay them up in heaps, and

cover them with woollen cloths, in order to fweat them.

This done, you ftem the tobacco, or pull out the middle rib

of the leaf, which you throw away with the ftalks as good

for nothing ; laying by the largeft and the longeft of the

leaves that are of a good blackifli brown colour, and keep

them for a covering to your, rolls. After this you take a

piece of coarfe linen cloth, at leaft 8 inches broad, and a

foot long, which you fpread on the ground, and on it lay the

large leaves you have picked out, and the others over them

in handfuls, taking care always to have more in the middle

than at the ends : then you roll the tobacco up in the cloth,

tying it in the middle and at each end. • When you have

made a fufficient number of thefe bundles, the negroes roll

them up as hard as they can with a cord about as big as the

little finger, which is commonly about 15 or 16 fathom long

:

you tighten them 3 times, fo as to make them as hard as

poffible ; and, to keep them fo, you tie them up with a

ftring.

However, unlefs for domeftic ufe, it is now cured in

hands, or bundles of the leaves, which are packed up in

hogfheads for exportation. In order to cure the tobacco in

this manner, they wait till the leaves of the ftem are perfectly

dry ; and, in moift giving weather, they ftrip the leaves from

the ftalk, till they have a handful of them, called a hand, or

bundle of tobacco, which they tie up with another leaf.

Thefe bundles they lay in heaps, in order to fweat them -,

for which purpofe tiiey cover thofe heaps with blankets,

and
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and lay boards or planks over them. But you fhould take

care that the tobacco is not over-heated, and does not take

fire, which may eafily happen ; accordingly, you uncover

your heaps from time to time, and give the tobacco air, by

fpreading it abroad. This you continue to do till you find

no more heat in the tobacco : then you parck it in hogs-

heads, and may tranfport it any where, without danger

either of its heating or rotting.

Indigo, for its culture, requires a tolerably rich loofe foil,

and the field ought to be as nearly as poflihle a perfe£l level.

It will grow in any foil, from the heavieft to the lighteft ; but

rich hammoc, or oak land, of a moift nature, is the beft

adapted to this purpofe. The ground (liould be thoroughly

cleaned, and reduced to a perfeft garden mould : this is the

moft laborious part of the culture, and fo abfolutely necet-

fary that no crops can be expefted without it.

Seed of the beft kind abounds on the Vliffiffippi ; about 4

bufhels of feed are requifite for an acre, and it muft be

fown in drills about 2 feet apart ; the time of approaching

rain is aUvays bed : the feafon for fowing fets in- the be-

ginning of March, and may be continued on till May : if

the feafon be any thing favourable, it will afford five cut-

tings between March and November ; feven weeks being a

long allowance between each two cuttings : great caution

muft be had about cutting, for, if that be done in dry wea-

ther, it will infallibly deftroy the plant ; but in rainy weather

there is no manner of rifk. By this treatment and care the

plant is continued for years together in the warmer climates."

It ought to be cut as foon as there is any appearance of blof-

fom ; 10 weeks from planting will generally ripen the feed

perfe6tly : when cut, it is tied in bundles and carried to the

vats.

The vats are 3 in number, and ought to be, the firft very

large, the fecond one-third lefs, and the third fmaller ftill.

At the head of the large vat ftands a purap to fill it with

water.
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water. Thefe vats, particularly the firft, or fteeping vat,

ought to be made of very hard timber. In this fteeping vat

the weed is throwii together, and prelTed down with pieces

of live oak or other folid and ponderous timber ; it is then

covered with water by means of the pump : here it remains

to ferment. The crifis whereby to know the exaft time it

is to remain in this vat is when the liquor thickens, begins

violently to efFervefce, and aflumes a purplifli blue colour

;

this will be efFefted in a longer or fhorter fpace of time

from 8 to 20 hours, according to the temperature of the

atmofphere.

The fteeping vat projefts with one edge about 3 feet over

the fecond, or beating vat ; in this edge the bottom of the

firft has a hole with a plug j this plug muft be drawn as foon

as the above figns of the completion of fermentation appear,

to draw off the liquor from the weed, which laft is abfo-

hitely ufelefs : except perhaps it might be employed to good

purpofe in a faltpetre manufa<5lure. In this fecond or beat-

ing A^at, as foon as the liquor is in, it muft be beat or

ftirred by a procefs fimilar to churning. This is a laborious

work, and ufed to be performed by negroes, who draw np

and down a lever that has either one or two bottomlefs

fquare buckets at each end ; but of late horfes have been

employed in large works. This churning is continued till

the dying particles are feparatcd from the liquor, or, as it

were, fufficiently congealed to form a body or mals. Here

lies the fecret of the art j for, if the beating be ceafed too

foon, a part of the dying matter remp.ins undiffolved, and if

beat too long, fome part will again diffolve : only experience

can teach this criterion, and there is but one method to try

it i which is by taking up fome of the liquor in a phial or

cup, and obfcrving whether the dying matter is inclined to

depofe itfelf or not. All farther theoretical leflbns would

be fruitlefs ; the young planter muft have rccourfe to prac-

tice. Lime-water is ufcd l,>y the Englifh to haftcn the fcpa-

ration

;

1
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ration j but there is reafon to think this fpoils the indigo ;

neither the French, Dutch, nor Spaniards ufe any in their

plantations.

The indigo being arrived at this crifis, the churning ceafes,

and it is left to fubfide at the bottom of the vat. When
the liquor begins to look of a faint green tranfparent colour^

the water muft be drawn off, firft by a cock fixed at a cer-

. tain height in the fide of this fecond vat, till you come near

to the fuperficies of the refiduum, which is the indigo ; then

another cock, correfponding with the third vat, muft be

opened to let the refiduum run into this laft vat, where it

remains to fettle a little longer, in order that it may totally

difcharge itfelf of all the tinging matter *
j it is then put

into bags in .the form of Hippocrates's fleeve, to drain it

from all fuperfluous humidity : thefe bags muft hang in the

fhade.

When all the water is drained from it, the remainder,

which has all the appearance of mud, is put into very (hal-

low boxes, where it is left to dry. When it begins to have

the confiftence of clay fit for brick-making, it muft be cut

with a very thin bladed knife into fquare pieces, and then

farther left to become quite dry, which is the ftate in which

indigo comes to the confumer.

This laft procefs muft be all done under a (bed where the

air has free accefs, but the fun none. Should the fun touch

indigo in this ftate, it would exhale all the tinging matter,

and leave the mafs in a colourlefs ftate, fimilar to flate in ap-

pearance : beware alfo of moifture, for that will keep it dlC-

folved, and incline it to putrefadtion.

Some planters prefs their b?gs in a box of about 6 feet

long, 3 feet wide, and,2 deep, having holes in the bottom to

let the water oft^ and a ftrong thick board fitting exa61:ly in

* This willjie completely depoGted in about 8 or 10 hours

time ; the refiduum muii be ftrained through a horfe-hair fieve, pre-

vioufly to its being put into bags, in order to have it entirely "pure,

and free from extraneous matter,

it.
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it. In this box the indigo bags are laid, and the board

with a number of ^¥eights on it ; but whether this method

is better than hanging them in a flied to dry is uncertain.

It Ihould have been obferved, that in the drying flied the

pieces muft be carefully turned 3 or 4 times a day, and that

2 young negroes with a bufh, wing, or bunch of feathers,

ought to be employed in fanning the flies out of the drying

fhed, as they are hurtful to indigo. Be cautious alfo, in

packing it in barrels, not to put it in till it is thoroughly

dried.

The dimenfions of a fet of vats in Carolina are about 1

6

feet fquare, and 3 feet deep in the clear, for the fteeper

;

and the battery 1 2 feet fquare and 4I feet deep for every 7

acres of indigo. They make them of 2f inch plank of cy-

prefs, and the joints or ftuds of live oak ; to thefe the

planks are well fecured by 7 inch fpikes : fuch a fet will laft

7 or 8 years.

The beft indigo is called flotant or flora ; this Is light,

pure, and approaching to hard ; it floats on water, is eafily

inflammable, and is almoft totally confumed by fire ; the co-

lour is a fine dark blue inclining to violet, and by rubbing it

with the nail it aflTumes the colour of old copper. The next

beft is more ponderous, and is called violet, or gorge de

pigeon, in allufion to its colour : thefe two are the beft for

dying or ftaining linen and ctotton. The third kind is of a

copper colour, deriving its name from the coppery appear-

ance it exhibits on being broke ; this is the weightieft of all

the merchantable indigo, therefore much defired by the

planters, and is moft ufed for the woollen manufafture.

The inferior forts are not worth defcribing, as they are

nnfalcable and not fit for ufe ; they cjifcover themfclvcs by

flintinefs, or a muddy, foft, crumbling appearance, accom-

panied by a dull blue colour, often appearing even like flatc.

An indigo work fliould always be remote from the

dwelling-houfe, on account of the difagrecable cfiluvia of the

rotten
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rotten weed and the quantity of flies it attrafts ; by which

means it is alfo fcarce poffible to keep any animal on an in-

digo plantation in any tolerable cafe, the fly being fo trou-

biefome, that even poultry thrive but little where indigo is

made : nor is there hardly a poflibility to live in a houfe

nearer than a quarter of a mile to the vats. The flench at

the work is likewife horrid. This is certainly a great incon-

venience ; but it is the only one to which this profitable bu-

finefs is fubjeft.

Cotton being fo very ufeful a commodity as fcarcely to be

exceeded by any other, and an article of which we can

never raife too much j for, like all other things, the more

it is multiplied the more its confumption increafes j it is pro-

per to be mentioned in this place. Cotton will grow in any

foil, even the mofl: meagre and barren fand. The fort to be

cultivated here is the goflypium anniverfarium, or xylon

herbaceum ; known alfo by the name of green-feeded cot-

ton, which grows about 4 or 5 feet in height. Give this

plant a dry foil, and farther it will coft you but lit^ile trou»

ble or attention. It muft be planted in rows at regular dif-

tances about 6 feet apart. Plant the feed in rainy weather ;

and, in about 5 months time, the fibres will be completely

formed and the pods fit to gather, which will be known by

their being fully expanded. It mufl; now be carried to the

mill, of which take the following defcription :

It is a ftrong frame of 4 ftuds, each about 4 feet high,

and joined above and below by flrong tranfverfe pieces.

Acrofs this are placed 2 round well-polilhed iron fpindles,

having a fmall groove through their whole length, and by

means of treddles are by the workman's foot put in directly

oppofite motions to each other. The workman fits before

the frame, having a thin board of 7 or 8 inches wide, and

the length of the frame, before him. This board is fo fixed

to the frame, that it may be moved over again, and near the

fpindle. He has the cotton in a baflcet befide him, which

he fpreads with his left hand on this board along the

fpindlesJ
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fpindles, which by their turning draw the cotton through

them, being wide enough to admit the cotton, but too near

to permit the feed to go through ; which, being thus forced

to leave the cotton in which it was contained, and by its

rough coat entangled, falls on the ground, between the

workman's legs, while the cotton drawn through falls on the

other fide into an open bag fufpended for that purpofe under

the fpindles.

The French have much improved this machine by a large

wheel which turns 2 of thefe mills at once, and with fo

much velocity as, by means of a boy who turns it, to employ

2 negroes at hard labour to fliovel the feed from under the

mill. One of thefe machines captain Bernard Romans,

from whom we have this account, faw at Mr, Kreb's at Pafca

Oocooloo ; but, as it was partly taken down, he, claiming

the invention, was very cautious in anfwering the queftions

put to him by the captain ; he could not pretend to defcribe

it accurately j he was credibly informed, however, 'that one

of thofe improved mills will deliver 70 or 80 pounds of

clean cotton per diem.

• The packing is done in large canvafs bags, which muft

be wetted as the cotton is put in, that it may not hang to

the cloth, and may Hide better down. The bag is fufpended

between 2 trees, pofts, or beams, and a negro with his feet

ftamps it down. Thefe bags are made to contain from 350

to 400 weight. "With about 20 flaves, moderately working,

a very large piece of poor ground might be finely improved,

fo as to yield to its owner a large annual income by means

of a ftaple which is much in demand in England, and here

is raifcd of a quality by no means inferior in whitenefs and

finenefs, as well as length of fibres, to that of the Levant.

Roots, &c.

Sarfaparilla grows naturally in thefe parts, and it is not

inferior in its qualities to that of Mexico. It is fo well

known, that it would be needlefs to enlarge upon it.

Indian
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Indian phyfic j fpirjfa trifoliata.

Ipecacuanha ; phycotria emetica ; is found In almoft every

fpot of oak-land in this country : it may deferve to be ma-

nufaftured from the fpontaneous root, if not to be cuhi-

vated.

Pleurify root ; afclepias decumbens.

Virginia fnake root ; ariftolochia ferpentarla.

Black fnake root : zS:xz racemofa.

Senega rattlefnake root ; polygala fenega. A bulbons

root, like that of the tuberofe, but twice as large. The

leaves of both have the fame fhape and the fame coloui*,

and on the under fide have fome flame-coloured fpots ; but

thofe of the rattlefnake plant are twice as large as the

others, end in a very firm point, and are armed with hard

prickles on both fides. Its ftalk grows to the height of

about 3 feet, and from the head rife 5 or 6 fprigs in dif-

ferent dire£tions, each bearing a purple flower an inch broad,

with 5 leaves in the form of a cup. After thefe leaves

are fhed there remains a head about the bignefs of a fmall

nut, but fhaped like the head of a poppy. This head is

feparated into 4 divifions, each containing 4 black

feeds, equally thick throughout, and about the fize of a

large lentil. When the head is ripe, it will, when fliaken,

give the fame found as the tail of the rattlefnake, as if to

indicate the property of the plant ; for it is the fpecific re-

medy againfc the bite of that dangerous reptile. The per-

fon who has been bit fliould immediately take a root, bite

off^ part of it, chew it for fome time, and apply it to the

wound ; in 5 or 6 hours it will extract tlie poifon, and r,o

bad confequences need be apprehended.

Valerian ; Valeriana locufta radia':a.

Ginfeng ;
phanax quinquefolium.

Caffava ; iatropha urens.

Granadillas ; paffiflora incarnata.

Flat root receives its name from the form of its root,

which
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which is thin, flat, pretty often indented, and fometimes

even pierced through : it is a line, or at times 2 lines in

thicknefs ; and its breaclth is commonly a foot and a half.

From this large root hang feveral other fmall ftraight roots

which draw the nourifhment fi-om the earth. This plant,

which grows in meadows that are not very rich, fends up

from the fame root feveral ftraight ftalks about i8 inches

high, that are as hard as wood ; and on the top of the ftalks

it bears fmall purplifti flowers, in their figure greatly refem-

bling thofe of heath ; its feed is contained in*a deep cup

clofed at the head, and in a manner crowned. Its leaves

are about an inch broad, and 'about 2 long, without any in-

dentions, of a dark green inclining to brown. It is fo ftrong

a fudorific, that tlie natives never ufe any other for promot-

ing perfpiration, although they are perfectly wdl acquainted

with faflafras, farfaparilla, the efquine, and others.

Efquine. The efquine partly refembles a creeper and

partly a bramble. It is furnifhed with hard fpikes like

prickles, and its oblong leaves refemble thofe of the com-

mon creeper. Its ftalk is ftraight, long, fliinirig, and hard ;

and it runs up along the reeds. Its root is fpungy, and

fometimes as large as one's head, but more long than round.

Befides the fudorific virtue which the efquine poffefTes in

common with the farfaparilla, it has the property of making

the hair to grow, and the women among the natives ufe it

fuccei'sfuUy with this view.- They cut the roots into fmall

bits, boil them in water, and wnfli their heads with the decoc-

tion. Several of them are feen with their hair reaching

below their knees, and even down to their ancles.

Madder ; rubia tinftorum. This root is one of the moft

ufeful ingredients in dying wool and ftuffs red, as alfo

cotton of an agreeable bloom colour, and confequently in

general requcft for the clifFerent manufndlures at home and

abroad. It is likcwife faid, that madder is an excellent food

for cattle, that it increafcs milk, and caufcs the butter to take

a pleafant
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a pleafant colour and flavour ; it is fometimes cut for hav>

and we are told that it makes an excellent fodder. This

plant undoubtedly deferves our attention, efpecially as

the many attempts to grow it to advantage in England

feem for the moft part unfuccefsful. Many different kinds

of madder have been tried for this purpofe ; but none have

yet proved of real ufe except the rubia tin£lorum fativa of

C. Bauhine, which is the fort cultivated in Zealand, and

fome part of Flanders.

The ground in which madder thrives beft feems to be a

deep black mould, in fomething of a low fituation, which

fhould not have a clay foundation, but rather fand or gravel

:

the land in Zealand is, and that on the river Amite feems

to be, in general of this kind. It is cultivated in Zealand by

off-fets, or fhoots, which they take from an old plantation,

and replant immediately in rows, about 1 8 inches apart

;

the young plants have each a diftance of 4 inches allowed

them, and the ground is divided into beds of 12 feet

wide, leaving a ditch of about 20 inches between them

:

this is done in the beginning of May, and great care is taken

that no off-fet is planted, without it be furniflied with fibres;

it being thought thaf for want of fibres they would mifcarry,

which they often do even in the mofl favourable feafons.

The greateft labour the people in Holland feem to have in

regard to this culture, is the covering the fiialks, when they

attain the height of about 16 inches, leaving only the tops

bare, in order to promote the multiplication of roots, which

is the part of the plant maaufa£lured and fold. When this

covering is performed, there remains only the attention of

weeding, which ought to be done often. The root is ge-

nerally taken up the fecond year, but it has been thought

that three fummers are neceflary for this crop to come

.

to full maturity : the roots that are faid to yield the

moft and beft dye,- have been taken up when they had at-

tained about 3-tenths of an inch diameter in fize. It is

S thought
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thought that when they grow too large, they yield a dye

more inclining to yellow than to red. The lateral fibrous ver-

micular roots are faid to yield a fuperior dye, but not to pay

for the expence neceflary for gathering them.

From this general flcetch of the madder culture, as it is

managed in Holland and Zealand, the reader may fee, that

it is not fo very cxpenfive an affair as it is commonly

deemed to be ; but, like all other things, the cultivation of

this plant may be carried on at too coftly a rate, and it like-

wife may be attempted in too penurious a way. The culti-

vation by fets or fhoots being praftifed in countries where

the feed does not at all, or very difficultly come to maturity,

perhaps the feed fhould be obtained from plants brought and

tranfplanted hither ; which if produflive of feed, ought to

be fown in drills, like rice, as probably the raoft eligible

method in the moderate climates of thefe provinces. This

plant fecms to be a great impoveriflier of the foil ; for in

Zealand they always allow fome years between every two

crops in the fame fpot.

It having lately been advanced, that there was no necef-

fity for drying madder j and that, in ufing it green, there

is, even in the evaporation of dying matter, a faving of one

half, befides the greater faving of the expences of a kiln, a

mill, a drying-houfe, &c. the reader muft be informed, tliat he

will find all this to be true jbut then it will be neceflary for him

to tranfport the dying-houfes from Europe to our madder*

fields, and not the madder to the dyers, in order to enjoy the

profits of all this great and ceconomical frugality: for, perhaps

there is not a plant on earth fo foon inclining to ferment-

ation and putrefaftion, which is occafioned by its fucculency j

yet for the planter's prefent fapiily ufc it is certainly fit to

ufe green. As foon as the roots have become fpotted, or

black, or loft a ftrong fcent (fimilar to that of liquorice),

they are utterly unfit for any ufe. It will be proper there-,

fore to make a few remarks, neceflary to be known for the

drying
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drying procefs in thefe countries, A hot fun-fhiny day

may be ufed to advantage, to dry the roots partially ; but,

if the weather be not favourable, when the roots are taken

up, they muft be fpread within doors on a floor, taking care

to fpread them thinly, and ftir them often : but this will

never abfolutely preferve them from changing, much lefs

make them fit for tranfportation to any di fiance. If the

crop be fmall, a baker's oven may fuffice ; but beware of

.

raifing the heat above 180 degrees of Fahrenheit's thermo-

meter in the place where the roots are put,, which fhould

be over the oven : but for larger crops, kilns fimilar to malt-

kilns are neceflary. Take care to make them roomy, keep

an equal and moderate heat, and by all means prevent any

the leaft accefs of fmoke to the roots j for which reafon

large ovens would be advifabje, fuch as the bifcuit-bakers

in Holland ufe, as preferable to every other method. A
building may be fo artificially contrived ss to contain 13

ovens, viz. 4 on each fide, 3 at one end, and 2 at the end

where the door is, with one general brick floor over all

:

one or two windows may be fo contrived us to give accefs to

a fufficient light. Let us fuppofe the oven 10 feet long, by

8 wide, and allow 2 feet for each partition ; this will

make an oblong apartment of 42 feet by 32 in the clear

below,- and on the upper floor 52 by 42, room enough for

any crop. Provide good briik funnels to your chimnies,

and there can be no danger of fire ; the reft of the building

may be of timber. In this procefs madder will lofe 5-

fixths of its weight. When the roots are fufiiciently dried,

they muft be pounded in wooden mortars ; for this purpofe

a mill conftrudled exactly like the old'fafhioned rice-mills is

very proper, only varying in the fhape of the lower end of

the peftle or beetle j for in the rice-mills their lower end is

in form of an inverted cone ; but here the lower end ought

not only to terminate in a fquare, but the but end ought to

be cut into fmall fquares, fo as to render the peftle toothed :

S 2 for
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for this reafbn alfo the mortar fhould be of a different form

from the rice-mortar, which laft is likewife an inverted cone,

cr fhaped like the fide of the top of a funnel ; whereas this

ought to be in form of a hollow globe, which has a neck

like a decanter or bottle, in which neck the peftle ought

nearly to fit. To empty the mortars and fupply them with

frefh roots, is a necefiary occupation during the pounding.

The roots fhould be cleared of their outer bark. It will

then be fit for packing into cafks and exportation. Captain

Bernard Romans remembers to have heard it faid in Hol-

land, that poor people, in order not to be obliged to fell their

fmall crops to the manufaclurer, at his own price, preferve

the roots from fermentation, by burying them between

layers of earth in the ground, and that by this means it may

be preferved for any length of time, without perceptible

alteration.

Jalap, an article of confequence in commerce, not only on

account of its ufe in medicine, but likewife for its univerfal

employment in the fermentation of liquors. Europe has

hitherto been obliged to import this commodity from Mexi-

co, in which kingdom is a place called Xaleppo or Yaleppo,

from whence this drug has its name j the only place where

it was fuppofed to grow. We have hitherto been at a lofs

to know the genus to which it belongs, and many roots of

purgative quality have been taken for it, and were fubfti-

tuted in its room. The late Dr. Houfton introduced it

from Mexico into Jamaica ; but while he was gone to Eng-

land, the man whom he left it in care of, fuftcred hogs to

deftroy it : however, this gentleman brought a pencil draw-

ing of it to Europe j but, as this did not fhew the colour,

and the feed having been fown. in the botanical garden at

Chelfea, without fuccefs, what it was remained ftill a fecret,

until captain Bernard Romans found it growing wild near

Penfacola; and, being led to think that a certain tuberous

root made ufe of by the lavages as a purgative, might be

the
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the fame, he dried fome flices of it, and found it to agree

fb nearly with that drug in appearance, that it induced him

to -examine all the convolvuli he could find in this country,

as he was informed that to that genus the plant belonged.

He fucceeded j and famples which he fent to divers parts of

Europe and America, have proved it to be the fame, and of

a good quality. This plant is pretty plentiful in fome fpots

on the higheft and drieft lands ; and captain Romans fup-

pofes its cultivation muft be fomewhat analogous to that of

carrots.

Potatoe. The following lift will point out the varieties

in an afcending fcale for goodnefs : I. Spanifh, or the ori-

ginal root. 2. Carolina, little fuperior to the firfl. 3. Brim-

flone, from its internal colour, with a red ikin. 4. Purple

potatoe, having that colour throughout, except a very little

of the heart. 5. Bermudas, or round white potatoe. The

firft is fcarce fit for the table, being very fibrous, therefore

moft proper to feed cattle ; however, pork of hogs fed with

them is but indifi'erent, and requires to be hardened a con-

siderable time with corn. It is remarkable that in pork

fed with them the fat always feparates wholly from the lean,

which is Ukewife the cafe with that fed on the common pe-

ruvian potatoe, vulgarly called the irifh. The fourth and fifth

are excellent food, and deferve a place on every table ; the

fourth, cut into longitudinal flices and fried, is a very good

di£h
;

plainly boiled, they are an excellent fuccedaneum for

bread. The fifth, being lefs fweet and more dry than the

others, are beft for ftewing with meat, fuch as fat pork or

beef, or a fat goofe or duck, to make what is called an ha-

ricot : their very mealy texture renders them the moft proper

in room of bread, or to mix with flour and made into

bread.

They are a profitable crop, and require a light fandy foil,

which muft be made very clean and mellow: they are planted

in beds or hills, being propagated from pieces that have what

S 3 they
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they call an eye in them ; they require 2 or 3 hoeings, and

with this management will produce from 300 to 500 bufhels

per acre -, even the laft, if we reckon i o hills neceffary to

make a buftiel. About July, in rainy weather, flips are

taken from them, and planted in beds to procure a crop of

fmall ones for next year's feed. The very fame treatment

is here necefTary for the peruvian potatoe, but it wants

pftener covering, becaufe the heat of the fummer fun would

ftrengthen the poifonous juices (with which this genus of

nightfhade abounds), in thofe that might be expofed to the

air' ; therefore they are unfit for the field in this climate

:

nor will they bear to be kept any time but in the garden.

They will yield 6 or 8 crops yearly, of a very good kind

for the table.

Fruits, &c.

Mulberry ; morus. Capt. Romans, among his botanic

articles, gives the defcription of one of this clafs, which he

believes to be the morus papyrifera, and which he diftin-

guilhes by t]ie name of, morus foliis palmatis, cortice filamen-

tofa, fru£hi nigro, radice tindloria •, that is, with hand-fhaped

leaves, a thready bark, black fruit, and the root containing

a dye. This tree is found in abundance in the north-

weftern parts of Florida. The Cha£laws put its inner bark

in hot water along with a quantity of aflies, and obtain fila-

ments, with which they weave a kind of cloth not unlike a

coarfe hempen cloth. If the bark were boiled in a ftrong alka-

line lixivium, there is little doubt but a very fine and durable

thread of the nature of cotton, flax, or hemp, might be ob-

tained : the root of this fame tree likewife yields an excel-

lent yellow dye. But the article muft be here treated of

which is moil commonly known to be produced by means

of tlie mulberry-tree : this is filk. A very fhort time, about

6 weeks in the year, will fuffice for all the labour requifitc

to acquire this valuable article •, and that labour is fo light
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as only needs children to attend it. The gathering of the

leaves being the moft laborious part of the bufinefs, it

would be advifable to fow the feed as it were at broad-caft,

£0 that it may fpring up in form of wide hedges of about

10 feet breadth, leaving a lane of 2 feet between each pair :

by this management the leaves may be gathered by means

of a pair of {hears ; or, if the hedges are narrower, the hand

may do it, without the difagreeable neceffity of climbing

trees, which is always more or lefs attended with feme dan-

ger ; and, as this is a female employment, is not fo proper.

Mulberry-bufhes will grow thus, and yield abundance of

leaves ; and therefore this method is preferable to groves or

orchards, which take up much room, and have a dirty effeOi

during the fruit feafon.

All the fpecies of mulberry-trees grow kindly in thefe

latitudes, and fome people pretend the white kind to be

beft ; but on ftridt inquiry it cannot be afcertained in what

manner this afFefts the worms ; however, it would be highly

advifable for the filk-planter to be very cautious, if he has

one in his nurfery, ftridlly to baniih the other j becaufe this

change of leaves is doubtlefs the occafion of fome of the

difeafes attending the worms. The remainder of the iilk

culture is no more than to keep the worms well fed, and

the apartment where they are kept thoroughly clean.

When they begin to acquire a certain tranfparency, the pe-

riod of their fpinning or refolving themfelves into a chry{a-

lis is at hand j then it is necelTary to put up bundles of fome

JUght thin twigs between the Ihelves. The wild or dog's

fennel affords a ready and proper material for it : on this

the worms will naturally enough mount, and pitch on a

place where to metamorphofe themfelves into a cocoon. In"

Georgia they have a filature, and likewife at Puryfburg j

but it will be neceflary here to fubjoin the following ac-

count of its preparation for the manufactory : i. The co-

coons are to be put into an oven juft hot enough to deprive

S 4 the
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the chryfalis It involves of life, without hurting the fibres of

the cocoon. A heat fomething below boiling water on

Fahrenheit's fcale will eflfedl this : without this precaution

the infeft eats its way out, and deftroys the thread of filk.

2. It muft then be put into a copper with water juft on the

point of boiling, and kept fo ; this will difcharge the glu-

tinous matter from the cocoon, and difcover the end of the

clue : then, taking feveral of thefe ends together, they are

to be gently reeled off, and afterwards fpun and prepared

for the loom. This procefs is hurtful to the elafticity and

ftrength of the filk, though it does not deprive it of its

glofs : therefore, if we could obtain the knowledge how the

raw filk is managed in the Levant, it would be the moft

eligible way j all we know about this method is, that it is

performed without hot water : this is called raw filk, and

comes in bales to England and other manufadluring coun-

tries. The refufe cocoons, either damaged by the infeft or

otherwife, are carded in Europe, and are then improperly

ftyled raw filk; this fhould not be confounded with the

above-named from the Levant, being by no means equal to

it. After the filk is reeled ofF, we find fome irregular

coarfer kind on the inner divifion of the cocoon ; damaged

cocoons are mixed with this, as alfo the inner divifion next

over the chryfalis, after being fl:eeped in warm water to dii^

fipate its gelatinous parts; this mixtyre is carded, and catted

llciretting. All thefe carded filks lofe their lullre by that

prccefs.

Green river plum.

Barren, or red plum.

Cherokee plum ;
prunus fylveftris frudlu minori.

Wild cherry ; prunus virginiana.

Wild crab-apple ;
pyrus coronaria. Apples and pears are

here of very good quality, but are never likely to become

an object of attention by growing in quantities fufiicient to

make cider and perry ; but peaches ^row here of the fineft

flavour.
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flavour, and in the higheft perfeflion, on ftandard trees,

and therefore are fit to be planted in orchards. It is well

known that hogs fattened 'A'ith them make an excellent

pork ; the fuperfluous quantity would not be ill employed that

way : but, as in Virginia they have fet us the example, why

can we not alfo diftil their juices ; and, by means of that

fpirit which becomes excellent by age, at lealt partially

banifli the money-draining ufelefs article rum .'* This tree

fhould be grafted, not fo much on account of the choice of

fruit (this country produces no indifferent ones), as becaufe

the tree in this climate, elpecially in fandy foils, is not fo

liafting when raifed from the nut, as when grafted on its

own or any other proper flock.

Perfimmon
J
diofpyros virginiana. The perfimmon, which

the French call placminier, very much rcfembles the med-

lar tree in its leaf and wood : its flower, whif-h is about an

inch and a half broad, is white, and is compoled of 5

petals ; its fruit is about the fize of a large hen's egg j it is

ihaped like the medlar, but its fubftance is fweeter and

more delicate. This fruit is aftringenr ; w'len it is quite

ripe, the natives make bread of it, which they keep from

year to year ; and the bread h?.s this remarkable property,

that it will flop the moft violent loofenefs or dyfentery;

therefore it ought to be ufed with i^aution, and only after

phyfic. The natives, in order to make this bread, fqueeze

the fruit over fine fieves, to feparate the pulp from the fkin

and the kernels. Of this pulp, which is like pafte or thick

pap, they make cakes about a foot and a half long, a foot

broad, and a finger's breadth in thicknefs : thefe they dry

in an oven, upon gridirons, or elfe in the fun ; which laft

method of drying gives a greater relifh to the bread.

There are various kinds of grapes. It were needlefs to

attempt to defcrib" them all ; as indeed it would be impof-

fible to be fufiiciently acquainted with them all. I fhall

pnly fpeak of three or four. The firft fort that I fhall

mention
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mention does not perhaps properly deferve the name of a

grape, although its wood and its leaf greatly refemble the

vine. This fhrub bears no clufters, and you hardly ever

fee upon it above two grapes together. The grape in fub-

flance and colour is very like a violet damaik plum, and its

ftone, which is always fingle, greatly refembles a nut.

Though not highly flavoured, it has not, however, that

difagreeable fharpnefs of the grape that grows in the neigh-

bourhood of New-Orleans.

On the edge of the favannahs or meadows we meet with

a grape, the fhoots of which refemble thofe of the bur-

gundy grape. They make from this a tolerably good wine,

if they take care to expofe it to the fun in fummer, and to

the cold in winter. This experiment has been made, but

it never could be turned into vinegar. There is another

kind of grape which may without hefitation be clafTed with

the grapes of Corinth, commonly called currants. It rcr

fembles them in the wood, the leaf, the tree, the fize, and

the fweetnefs. Its tartnefs is owing to its being prevented •

from ripening by the thick fhadc of the large trees to .

which it twines. If it were planted and cultivated in an

open field, there is not the leaft doubt but it would equal

the grape of Corinth, with which it has been clalTed. Muf-,

cadine grapes, of an amber colour, of a very good kind,

and very fweet, have been fpund upon declivities of a good

cxpofurc, even fo far north as lat. 31. There is the great-

eft probability that excellent wine might be made of thcfe,

as it cannot be doubted but the grapes are capable of being

brought to great perfe<n:ion in this country, fincc, in the

moift foil of New-Orleans, the cuttings of the grape which

fome of the inhabitants of that city brought from France,

have fuccctded extremely well, and aftordod good wine.

Scarlet Urawberries j fragarla virginiana ; of an excellent

flavour, and fo plentiful, that from the beginning of April

the favannahs appear quite red with them.

Whortle-
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Whortleberries ; vacciniumuliginofum. The blue whortle-

berry is a fhrub fomewhat taller than the engliflt goofeberry

bufhes, which are left to grow at random. Its berries are

of the fhape of a goofeberry, grow fingle, and are of a blue

colour: they tafte like a fweetifli goofeberry, and when

fteeped in brandy make a good dram. Several virtues are

attributed to this berry. It loves a poor gravelly foil.

Wild goofeberries ; ribes groflularia.

Cranberries ; vaccinium oxycoccos.

Black rafpberries ; rubus occidentalis.

May-apple. This apple is produced from an annual plant

which is among the firft vegetables that come forward in

the fpring; it is about 10 or 12 inches high, advancing

rapidly to maturity, and the apple grows much in the man-

ner of the potatoe feed, and is nearly of the fame iize.

When ripe it is of the colour of a pale orange. The pulp

js of a fucculent nature, without any feed, and its flavour

very much like the pine-apple. It is ripe early in June.

Acimene. This fruit grows upon a flirub, and is from

4 to 5 inches in length, and from i to if diameter. The

pulp is fweet and tender. It ripens in July.

Peakimine ; a fpecies of plum, nearly the fize of the mo-

gul-plum, but more delicious.

Papaw. This fruit grows upon a tree from 1 2 to 26 feet

high. It is in fhape more like a feed cucumber than any

thing elfe. It is ripe about midfummer. Its pulp is yellow,

and fomewhat of the confiftence of an indifferent melon,

and its flavour very much like a cuftard j but it is too luf.;

cious to be agreeable ; though, when boiled green, it is good

eating : but the rind, which is eaflly ftripped ofi^, leaves on

the fingers fo fharp an acid, that if you touch your eye with

them before you wafh tttem, it will be immediately in-

^amed, and itch infuppox-tably for 24 hours after.

Nut-trees, &c.

Scaly bark hiccory 5 juglans alba cortice fquamofo.

Common
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Common hiccory ; juglans alba fru£lu minore ranc'ido.

There are a variety of other kinds of hiccory which have

not been defignated. The hiccory bears a very fmall kind

of nut, which at firft fight one would take for filberts, as

they have the fame Ihape and colour, and their fhell is as

tender; but within they are formed like walnuts. They

have fuch an excellent tafte, that the French make ffied

cakes of them as good as thofc of almonds.

Black walnut ; juglans nigra.

White walnut
; juglans alba.

In this country are great numbers and a variety of kinds

of walnut-trees. There is a very large kind, the wood of

which is almoft as black as ebony, but very porous. The

fruit, with the outer fhell, is of the fize of a large hen's

egg : the fliell has no cleft, is very rough, and fo hard as to

require a hammer to break it. Though the fruit be very well

tafl;ed, yet it is covered with fuch a thick film, that few can

beftow the pains of feparating the one from the other. The

natives make bread of it, by throwing the fruit into water,

and rubbing it till the film and oil be feparated from it. If

thefe trees were grafted with the french walnut, their fruit

would probably be improved. Other walnut-trees have

a very v;hite and flexible wood. Of this wood the natives

make their crooked fpades for hoeing their fields. The nut

is fmaller than the englifli, and the fhell more tender ; but

the fruit is fo bitter, that none but parroquets can put up

with it.

Chefnut ; fagus pumila. The large chefnuts arc not to

be met with but at the diftance of lOO leagues from the fea,

and far from rivers in the heart of the woods, between the

country of the Chadlaws and that of the Chicafaws. The

common chefnuts fucceed befi: upon high declivities, and

their fruit is like the chefnuts that grow in the woods of

France. There is another kind of chefiiuts which are called

the acorn chefnut, from its fhape, and growing in a cup

Jike the acorn. But they have the colour and tafte of a

chefnut i
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ehefnut ; and, if the firft men lived upon acorns, as we are

told, it was moft probably thefe.

Hazel nut ; corylus avellana. The Carolina ground-nut

alfo grows low down on the Miffiffippi ; and the peccane in

the Illinois, in the county of Cumberland, and everywhere

near the mouth of the Ohio. It is about two-thirds of the

iize of an englifh walnut, and the fliell is fmooth and ten-

der. • Mr. JeiFerfon defignates it thus : juglans alba, foliolis

lanceolatis, acuminatis, ferratis, tomentofis, fruftu minore,

ovato, compreiTo, vix infculpto, dulci, putamine tener-

rimo.

Poke ; Phytolacca decandra. Plane-tree
; platanus occi-

dentalis. Lime-tree; zilia americana. Poplar; lirioden-

dron tulipifera. Black poplar ; populus nigra. The cotton

tree (a poplar) is a large tree which nowife deferves the name

it bears, unlefs for fome beards that it throws out. Its fruit,

which contains the grain, is about the fize of a walnut, and

of no ufe : its wood is yellow, fmooth, fomewhat hard, of

a fine grain, and very proper for cabinet work. The bark

of its root is a fovereign remedy for cuts, and fo red that it

may even ferve to dye that colour.

Red flowering maple ; acer rubrum. Umbrella tree

;

magnolia tripetala. Buck-eye ; lefculus. Afpen ; populus

tremula. Reed, or cane ; arundo phragmitis. Locuft ; ro-

binla pfeudo acacia : the acacia is the fame in Louifiana as in

France, much more common, and lefs ftraight. The na-

tives call it by a name that fignifies hard wood ; and they

make their bows of it, becaufe it is very tough. They look

upon it as an incorruptible wood, which induced the french

fettlers to build their houfes of it. The pofts fixed in the

earth muft be entirely ftripped of their bark ; for, notwith-

ftanding their hardnefs, if the leaft bark be left upon them

they will take root.

Honey locuft ; gleditfia. Barberry ; berberis vulgaris.

Dogwood; corn'.is florida. Snowdrop tree; chionanthus

virgi-
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virginiana. Holly ; ilex aquifolium. Swamp laurel ; mag-

nolia acuminata. Portugal bay ; laurus indica. Catalpa ;

bignonica catalpa. Wild pimento ; laurus benzion. Red

bud ; cernis canadenfis. Saflafras ; laurus faffafras. Com-

mon laurel of this country. Such numbers of lauri being

found indigenous in America, it may not be amifs to hint at

the pimento or Jamaica pepper, as very proper to be intro-

duced wherever it will be found to thrive, which would

prove a very profitable article. All the fouth parts of Lou-

ifiana abound with the wild laurel, which grows in the

woods without any cultivation : the fame may be faid of the

ftone laurel ; but if a perfon be not on his guard, he may

take for the laurel a tree natural to the country, which

would communicate its bad fmell to every thing it were

applied to. Among the laurels the preference fhould be

given to the tulip laurel [magnolia], which is not known in

Europe. This tree is of the height and bulk of one of the

common englifli walnut-trees. Its head is naturally very

round, and fo thick of leaves, that neither the fun nor rain

can penetrate it. Its leaves are full 4 inches long, near 3

inches broad, and very thick, of a beautiful fea-green on

the upper lide, and refembling white velvet on the under

:

its bark is fmooth and of a grey colour ; its wood is white,

foft, and flexible, and the grain interwoven. It owes its

name to its great white flowers, which are at leaft 2 inches

broad. Thefe appearing in the fpring amidft: the glofly ver-

dure of the leaves, have a moft beautiful efteft. As the top is

naturally round, and the leaves are evergreen, avenues of this

tree would doubtlefs be worthy of a royal garden. After it

has flied its leaves, its fruit appears in the fhape of a pine •

apple; and, upon the firft approach of the cold, its grain

turns into a lively red. Its kernel is very bitter, and it is

faid to be a fpecific againft: fevers.—The faflafras, the name

of which is familiar to botanifts on account of its medicinal

qualities, is a large and tall tree. Its bark is thick, and

cracked
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cracked here and there j its wood is fomewhat of the coionr

of cinnamon, and has an agreeable fmell. It will not bum
in the fire without the mixture of other wood ; and even iu

the fire, if it fhould be feparated from the flaming wood, it

is immediately extinguifhed, as if it were dipped in water.

Cockfpur j cratoegus coccinea. Red bay ; laurus bor-

bonia. Dwarf rofe bay ; rhododendron maximum. Spin-

dle tree ; euonymus americanus. Alder; fambucus nigra.

Candleberry myrtle ; myrica cerifera. The myrtle wax tree

is one of the greateft bleffings with which nature has

enriched Louifiana ; as in this country the bees lodge their

honey in the earth, to fave it from the ravages of the bears,

who are very fond of it, and do not regard their flings.

One would be apt to take it at firft fight, both from its

bark and its height, for that kind of laurel ufed in the

kitchens. It rifes in feveral fiiems from the root ;. its leaf is

like that of the laurel, but not fo thick, nor of fuch a lively

green. It bears its fruit in bunches like a nofegay, rifing

from the fame place in various ftalks about 2 inches long

:

at the end of each of thefe ftalks is a little pea, containing a

kernel in a nut, which lall: is wholly covered with wax.

The fruit, which is very plentiful, is eafily gathered, as the

fhrub is very flexible. The tree thrives as well in the fhade

of other trees as in the open air ; in watry places and cold

countries, as well as in dry grounds and hot climates ; for it

has been faid that fome of them are to ba found in Canada,

a country as cold as Denmark. This tree yields two kinds of

wax, one a whitilh yellow and the other green. It was a

long time before they learned to feparate them, and they

were prepared at firft in the following manner : They threw

the grains and the ftalks into a large kettle of boiling water,

and when the wax was detached from them, they flcimmed

off the grains. When the water cooled, the wax floated in

a cake at the top, and being cut fmall, bleached in a fhorter

time than bees-wax. It is now prepared in this manner

:

They



27'2 WESTERN TERRITORY OP

They throw boiHng water upon the ftalks and grains, till thef

are entirely floated ; and, when theyhave ftood thus a few mi-

nutes, they pour off the water, which carries the fineft wax

with it. This wax, when cold, is of a pale yellow colour, and

may be bleached in 6 or 7 days. Having feparated the beft wax,

they pour the water again upon the ftalks and grains, and

boil all together till they think they have feparated all the

wax. This wax is fo brittle and dry, that if it falls it breaks

into feveral pieces ; on this account, however, it is the more

durable. It would be advilable for thofe who prepare this

wax to feparate the grain from the fhort ftalk before they

boil it, as the flalk is greener than the grain, and feems

to part eafjly with its colour. The water which ferves

to ^melt and feparate the wax is far from being ufelefs.

The fruit communicates to it fuch an aftringent virtue, as to

harden the tallow that is melted in it, to fuch a degree,

that the candles made of that tallow are as firm as the common

wax candles ufed in London. This aftringent quality likewlfe

renders it an admirable fpecific againft the dyfentery or loofe-

nefs. From this brief account of the myrtle wax tree, it may

well be believed that in Louifiana it is carefully cultivated

and grown in plantations, M« le Page du Pratz had fome

feeds of the wax-tree brought hiai to Fontenai le Comte in

Poiftou, fome of which he gave to feveral of his friends

;

but not one of them came up. He began to refleft, that

Poidlou being by far not fo warm as Louifiana, thefe feeds

would have difliculty to flioot ; he therefore thought it

might be necefiary to fupply by art the defeft of nature : he

procured horfe, cow, flieep, and pigeon's dung, in equal

quantities, all which he put in a veffel of proportionable

fize, and poured water on them, almoft boiling, in order to

diflolve their falts : this water he dre.w off, and fteeped the

grains in a fufficient quantity thereof for 48 hours; after

which he fowed them in a box full of good earth. Seven

of them came up, and made (hoots between 7 and 8 inches

high i
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high ; but they "^ere all killed by -the froft, from the

omiHion of putting them into the green-houfe. This feed

having fuch difficulty to come up, he prefumes that the

wax, in which it is wrapped up, hinders the moifture from

penetrating into, and making its kernel fhoot j and there-

fore he thinks that thofe who chool'e to fow it, would do

well if they previoufly rolled It lightly between two fmall -

boards juft rough from the faw, this friftion would caufe

the pellicle of wax to fcale off with fo much the greater

facility, as it is naturally very dry j and then it might be put

to fteep.

Sumach J rhus ; highly neeeflary in dying and tanning,

which is much ufed in preparing turkey leather. Several

kinds grow in the fouthern parts of America, and therefore

it is worth our while to inquire into the matter, to know

which kind is ufed for this purpofe. The plant is alfo

known in medicine. The large kind is employed to make

into vinegar j and we are told by the French, that a

piece of the wood put into a cafk of weak or faded vine-

gar, or even water, will produce an intenfely Iharp vinegar.

As a hint to travellers in the fouthern parts of America,

where the diftance between the fettlements often obliges us

to carry our provifions with us, they may be aflured, that

the fruit of this fpecies, fleeped a very fhort time in water,

communicates to it a very agreeable acid flavour, which will

render it very fit for making punch ; which grateful bever-

age proves a great refrefliment on a hot day, in the woods.

Another kind poiTeires a noxious quality : this grows in low

grounds ; beware therefore of making fpits of this to roaft

meat on, and take it for a general rule not to employ any

wood (unlefs you are well acquainted with it) growing in

low grounds, for that purpofe, as almoft all the noxious

plants, of this country, are found in fuch lltuations. In high

grounds you may indifcriminately ufe any wood (which has

'no bad tafte) for that purpofe,

§atin wood tree.

T Coffee
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Coffee tree. Its culture throughout all the fettlements

where it is raifed, is now by the young (hoots obtained

from the larger trees -, but originally it was introduced by

feed, which being foaked for about 24 hours, is then plant-

ed in tubs, pots, or beds, at about 3 inches diftance, covered

lightly with earth, and carefully watered when no rain hap-

pens to fall. The plant ufually appears in about a fortnight

;

when the young plants have attained the height of 8 or 10

inches, a rainy day is watched to tranfplarit them into a

walk, as it is here called, and anfwers to the englifh or-

chards ; the ground is here carefully cleared of all manner

of roots and plants, and turned up at leaft a fpit deep.

About 12 feet is. the diftance that ought to be left between

every two plants. The growth of coffee is quick, provided

the ground be kept clean ; but perhaps no plant is fooner

hurt than this by too luxuriant a growth of weeds or plants

round or near it. The fecond year eddos or taniers *, or

even potatoes, may be planted among them ; which will be

a means of raifing provifions by the fame labour that is ne-

ceffary to keep the ground clean. This plant bears fruit fuf-

iicient to defray the yearly expences at the end of the third

year ; its produce will then increafe until the feventh year,

and after this it will continue to bear in a degree nearly

equal, until about the fortieth year of its age, when it begins

to decay. If any of the young plants fhould fail, they

ought immediately to be replaced by others. In the dutch

colonies, when a coffee walk decays, they root out the trees,

and let the ground lie fallow for 10 years, or upwards ; dur-

ing which time it affords pafture for cattle, and afterwards

it is turned into a cocoa walk, or cotton plantation. The

ordinary height of this tree is from 12 to 16 feet ; in the

dutch colonies they are lopped, to reduce tl>em to a kind of

efpaliers, for the caller gathering of the fruit. When the

coffee has attained to maturity, it is carried to drying flieds,

• Eddo or tanier is a fpecies of efculent arum, well known in
' Eaft Flortda, and is good food for negroes.

which
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which are conftru<5ted in the dutch colonies on the follow-

ing plan : The area of the ground generally applied to this

ufe is 70 feet by 30 ; a brick foundation of 4, 5, or 6 feet

high, is firft laid to raife the building from the ground i on,

this the fuperftrufture is placed of timber, being of two

ftpries i the upper floor being about 1 2 feet above the lower.

In each fide of the building are from 12 to 16 large win-

dows, likewife 2 at each end, on either fide of large doors j

all which is neceflary to give a free accefs to the air, to pre-

vent the coffee from heating or fhooting. In the lower

part of the building a kind of drawers, of about 6 feet

fquare, are fo contrived, as to be drawn without-fide the

building, where they reft in wooden rollers or blocks : thefe

drawers receive the coffee after the drying floor, and in fine

weather are drawn out, but pulhed back the moment it be-

gins to rain. By this contrivance a large quantity is, as it

were, inftantly flickered from ruin ; no other invention can

be fo expeditious. The building muft be furniflied with 2

pieces of fquare timber, of the length of 25 or 30 feet, and

about 1 8 or 24 inches thick, made of hard wood : in thefe

a row of mortars is funk, to beat the coffee in, peftles or

beatles for the fame, fanning mills to clean the coffee,

{hovels for turning it often while it lies on the upper floor ;

a competent number of balkets, of different fizes, and a

pair of fcales with weights. Before this building there are

generally one or two platforms, from 40 to 50 feet fquare,

called drying floors, intended to take all benefit of the fine

drying weather during the coftee harvefl:. Adjoining to the

building is generally a fmaller one, containing a cooper's

fliop and a mill, called a breaking mill, through which the

new-gathered coffee paffes, to deprive the grain of its pulp

or red outer flcin ; after coming from this mill, it is foaked

during one night in water, and next day fpread upon the

drying floors^ where it remains till the air and wind have

T2 fuffi-
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fufficiently dried it j if rain lliould happen to fall, it is

quickly gathered into heaps, and covered with ^ear-cloth.

The coffee, being thus dried, is put into the drawers, where

it is left till thoroughly dry ; from hence it is carried into

the loft (being now furrounded only with a thin femi-tranf-

•plrent hufk over each pair of feeds), where it is left tillthe

whole crop is gathered ; the harveft lafting frequently 2

months. "While it remains in the loft it muft be daily

turned, to prevent its heating, and in good weather all the

air poffible muft be admitted. After harveft it is again re-

turned into the drawers, and left there for 3 or 4 days, ift

order to become totally dry ; it is then pounded or beat in

the above-mentioned mortars by hand, to deprive it of the

thin inner hufk, which involves every pair of feeds : after

this it is fanned, and when fanned, the broken grains are

feparated from the whole ; which laft are put in bales, or

calks, for the market. With all this feeming trouble a

coffee walk is more eafily attended than a fugar plantation,

and is faid to be full as profitable.

Dwarf laurel -, calmia latifolia. American aloe ; agave

virginica. Ivy ; hedera quinquefolia. Hemlock fir
;
pinus

canadenCs. Papaw j annona triloba. Trumpet honeyfuckle

;

lonicera femper virens. Upright honeyfuckle ; azalea nudi-

flora. Juniper; juniperus virginica: grows only in the

fouthern parts of the weftern country. Black oak
; quercus

nigra. White oak
j

quercus alba. Red oak; quercus ru-

bra. Willow oak
;
quercus phcllos. Chefnut oak ; quer-

cus prinus. Black-jack oak ; quercus aquatica. Ground

oak ; quercus pumila. Live oak ;
quercus virginiana. The

live oak grows only low down on the Mifliflippi, on this

fide of the mountain. It is found in fuch fufficient quantity,

between the Mifliflippi and the river St. Jofeph, as would,

be equal to build and fupport a navy fuperior to the mari-

time ftrength of all Europe combined together ; and which
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acknowledged to be the moft: lafting and b?di calculated

for ihips of war of any kind of timber that has been ufed

for that purpofe.

Sugar tree; acer faccharinuni: which is the common

name throughout this country for the fugar maple.

Beech ; fagus fylvatica. \yhite afli ; fraxinus alba. Black

afh J fraxinus nigra. Elm j ulmus americana. Slippery elm.

Sweet elm j ulmus faccharina americana. The elm, beech,

lime, and hornbeam, are exactly the fame as in France ; the

laft of thefe trees is very common here. The bark of the

lime tree of this country is equally proper for the making of

ropes, as the bark of the common lime; but its leaf is twice

as large, and fhaped like an oblong trefoil leaf with the

point, cut off.

Buttonwood tree. Black birch ; betula nigra. White

birch; betula alba. Sweet gum; liquidambar ftyraciflua.

The liquidambar, copalm, or maple-leaved ftorax, is not

only extremely common, but it affords a balm, the virtues

of which are infinite. Its bark is black and hard, and its

wood fo tender and fupple, that, when the tree is felled, you

may draw from the middle of it rods of 5 or 6 feet in

length. It cannot be employed in building or furniture, as

it warps continually ; nor is it fit for burning on account of

its ftrong fmell : but a little of it in the fire yields an agree-

able perfume. Its leaf is indented with 5 points like a ftar.

The ftorax is produced by boiling the branches.

White pine ; pinus ftrobus
;
grows only in the mountain-

ous country. Yellow pine ; pinus virginica, grows alfo in

the mountains. Spruce pine ; pinus foliis fingularibus

;

grows moftly upon the precipices of river banks, upon the

lides of high hills, and never in the champaign country.

Cyprefs ; cupreflus difticha. White cedkr ; cupreffus thy-

oides ; both grow in abundance in the country contiguous

' t.o the gulf of Mexico ; but in the country high up the

fivers^ very few of them are to be found.

T3 71 e
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The beft foil produces little timber but the locuft, cherry,

walnut, buck eye, fugar-tree, elm, beech, afli, fatin wood,

and papaw : the middle rate land oaks, hiccory, dogwood,

fome fugar trees, and beech. What we call indifferent land

affords moftly black and red oaks, fome hiccory, gum, &c.

and the more broken and hilly country (I mean the worft

land), black-jack oak, fir, &c.

There is a variety of fhrubs in every part of the country,

the principal of which are the myrtle and fpice-berry ; and

a number of different kinds of grafs, &c. that I am unable

to defcribe ; for indeed they have not all obtained popular

names : and I am too ignorant of botany, as I have confeff-

ed, to attempt to clafs them ; which, perhaps, is the fineft

field now open to a man of genius, in the fcience of botany,

upon the face of the globe.

Buffon, Kalm, d'Aubenton, Catefby, and Pennant, have

all touched upon the natural hiftory of America. The firft

and laft have confined themfelves chiefly to the defcription

of animals ; and as they are juftly admired for their talents,

I (hall confine myfelf merely to giving you a lift of the

wild animals which are common to the weftern country;

and refer you to their works for the natural hiftory. Such

errors as Buffon had been drawn into by prejudice, Mr.

Jefferfon has ably confuted.

Buffalo, is common between lat. 42 and 37. Moofe elk,

to the north of lat. 43. Elk, round-horned, between lat.

40 and 36. Caribou, to the north of lat. 43. Red deer,

to the fouth of lat. 40. Roe, to the north of lat. 40. Fal-

low deer, to the north of lat. 42. Bear, wild cat, and

wolf, in every part of this country. Glutton, to the north

of lat. 42. Lynx, to the fouth of lat. 40. Beaver, to the

north of lat. 37. Otter, between lat. 45 and 36. Red

fox, to the north of lat. 39. Grey fox, to the fouth of

lat. 40. Hedgehog, to the north of lat. 40. Martin, to

the north of lat. 38. Weafel, to the fouth of the lakes.

Water-
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Water-rat, between lat. 42 and 36. Marmotte and flying

fquirrel, to the fouth of lat. 40. Fox fquirrel, between

lat. 39 and 36. Black fquirrel, between lat. 39 and 42.

Red fquirrel, to the fouth of lat. 40. Great grey fquirrel,

to the north of lat. 38. Little grey fquirrel, between lat,

^S and 32. Ground fquirrel, between lat. 40 and 36.

Mink, to the fouth of lat. 44. Shrew-moufe, to the fouth

of lat. 43. Raccoon, to the fouth of the lakes as far as

lat. 37, OpofTum, to the fouth of lat. 4r. Vifon and

fkunk, between lat. 43 and 36. Congar and rabbit, every

part of this country ; but no where fo numerous as on the

other fide of the mountain.—[N B. There is not a wild

hare in all America.] MouiFette fquafh, and moufFette

chinche, between lat. 43 and 36. Panther, to the north

of lat. 33. Wood-chuck, between lat. 39 and 44. Porcu-

pine, to the north of lat. 42. Dormoufe, to the north of

lat. 40. There are, befides moles, mice, and bats, feveral

other animajs in the extreme parts of the country. I have

omitted faying any thing refpedting them, as I could not do

it with fufficient accuracy ; but you will find in Mr. JefFer-

fon's lift of the aboriginal animals of America, an account

of the whole of them.

I have already taken notice of the great bones which

have been found in this country ; but, as I was not minute

as to the eftimate of their fize, I fliall juft remark, that it

was the opinion of your celebrated anatomifV, the late Dr.

Hunter, from an examination of the tufks, that the mam-
mouth was an animal entirely different from the elephant j

and Mr. JefFerfon, who feems to have examined the fkele*;

ton with curious attention, fays : " the bones befpeak an

animal of 5 or 6 times the cubic volume of the elephant, as

M. de Buffon has admitted." And I ha-^e been informed

by a gentleman who attended the lectures of Mr. Cline, in

London, that this ingenious anatomifl ufed to produce one

T4 of
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of the tufks of the mammouth, when he was lefturing, and'

declared that the animal muft have been carnivorous.

In my account of the birds of this country, I fhall moftly

give you the Linnsean defignation, in preference to Catef-

by's, though this latter is mod general.

Bald eagle ; falco leucocephalus. Turkey buzzard j vul-

tur aurea. Sparrow hawk ; falco fparverius. Forked-tail

hawk ; falco furcatus. Pigeon hawk ; falco columbarius.

Fifhing hawk ; accipiter pifcatorius. Field martin. Little

owl i ftrix alio. Tyrant martin or king-bird j laninus ty-

rannus. Perroquet j pfittacus. Pved-headed wood-pecker ;

picus erythrocephalus. Large red-crefted wood-pecker j pi-

cus pileatus. White-bill wood-pecker j picus principalis.

Gold-winged wood-pecker ;
picus auratus. Red-bellied

wood-pecker ; picus carolinus. Small-fpotted wood-pecker ;

picus pubefcehs. Yellow-bellied wood-pecker; picus varius.

Hairy wood-pecker ; picus villofus. Blue jay j corvus crif-

talus. Crow blackbird ; gracula quifcula. Baltimore bird ;

oriolis baltimore. Baftard bakimorc bird ; oriolis fpurius.

Carolina cuckoo ; cuculus americanus. Field lark. Red-

winged blackbird j flurnus nigcr alis fuperne rubentibus :

Catejby. Robin red-breaft ; turdus migratorius. Red thrufli •,

turdus rufus. Mocking bird ; turdus minor cinereo albus

non maculatus : Catejby. Little thrufti ; turdus minimus :

Catijby. Purple finch j fringilla purpurea. Lettuce bird ;

cnrduclis americanus. Cowpen bird ; pafTer fufcus : Cate/hy,

Little fparrow
; paflerculus : Catejby. Towhe bird ; frin-

gilla erythrophthalma. Blue linnet ; tanagra cyanea. Paintr-

ed finch ; embcriza biris. Rice-bird ; emberiza oryzivora.

Snow-bird ; emberiza hyemalis. Red-bird ; Icada cardina-

lis. Blue grofs be.ak ; loxia cxrulea. Crefted fl.y-catcher ;

mufcicapa crinita. Summer red-bird; mufcicapa, rubra.

Red-ftart ; mufcicapa ruticilla. Cat-bird ; naufcitapa caro-

linienfis. Black cap fly-catcher ; mufcicapa nigrcfcens. Lit-

tle
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tie brown fly-catcher j mufcicapa fufca. Red eyed fly-

catcher ; mufcicapa oculis rubris. Blue-bird ; motecilla lialis.

Wren ; motecilla reg_ulus. Yellow- crefted chatterer 5 mote-

cilla trochilus. Whip poor Will ; caprimulgus minor amerl-

canus: Catejhy Great bat^ or gqatfuckerj caprimulgus: Catejhy.

Houfe martin; hirundo purpurea. American fvvallowj

hirundo pelafgia.. Yellow titmptfre;, parus carolinieniis.

Yellow-throated, creeper ; parus americanus. gutture luteo

:

Catejby. Hooded titmouie ;
parus cucullo nigro. Yellow-

rump ;
parus virginianus. Finch creeper j parus america-

nus. Crcfted titmoufe ; parus bicolor. Nut-thatch; fitta

capite, nigro : Qat.^y. Small nut-thatch ; fitta capite fufco :

Catejly, Humming-bird ; trochilus colubris. Hanging- bird.

Pine-creeper ; certhia pinus. King-fiflier ; alcedo aJ.cyon.

Kildee ; charadrius vociferus. Soree ; rallus virginianus.

Ground-cjove ; columba paiTerina. Wild pigeon ; columba

migratoria. Turtle-dove ; columba carolinienfis. Lark

;

alauda. alpellris. Night-hawk. Cat-owl. Screech-owl

;

ftrix americana : Booth. Crow ; corvus. Crane ; ardea

carnadenfis. Whet-hawk. Great grey eagle. Feather-head

turkey buzzard.^ Large pouch pelican. Raven. Houie-

fwallow ; hirundo ruftica : Jefferfon. Ground-fwallow ; hi-

rundo riparira : Jcfferfon. Cormorant. Squatting fnipe ;

Whiftling plover. Woodcock, or mud-hen. Yellow-winged

fnipe. Red bird with black wings. Wagtail. Wild goofe ;

anas canadenfis. BuIFel-head duck ; anas bucephala. Small

brown duck ; anas ruftica. White-face teal ; anas difcros.

Blue-winged teal. Green- winged teal. Summer duck j

anas fponfa. Blue-winged fhoyler ; anas americanus chrif-

talus elegans : Catejhy. Round-crefted dack ; mergus cucul-

latus. Pied-bill dopchick ; colymbus podiceps. Large

crefted heron ; ardea herodias. Crefted bittern ; ardea vio-

lacea. Blue heron ; ardea coerulea. Small bittern ; ardea

yirefcens. Small white heron ; ardea cequinodtialis. Indian

hen ^ ardea ftellaris aniericana ; Catejby, Wood pelican
;

tantalu;
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tantalus loculator. White curlew ; tantalus albus. Brown

cnrlew ; tantalus fufcus.

We have belldes, the duck and mallard, widgeon, canvafs

back, wood duck, black duck, fprlg tail, white-head duck,

black-head duck, baldcoot, water pheafant, mow bird, blue

peter, fwan, loon, mountain pheafant, or groufe, which I

mentioned in a former letter, quail, wild turkey, &c.

I have now, my dear friend, complied with your wifli as

far as it is in my power. A country fo new and extenlive

requires more time, and more room, than a letter will admit

of, to give you a complete idea of its natural hiftory ; but,

I flatter myfelf, it will afford you a general idea upon the

fubjedl ; and when the unfolding covers of a new creaticKi,

jnft burfting from the womb of nature, fhall draw men of

fcience to trace and inveftigate the various phenomena

which this country exhibits, I have no doubt but the world

will receive much pleafure and inftruftion.

The moment I have been able to colleft an accurate ac-

count of the prefent numbers of the different tribes of In-

dians, which have hitherto been confiderably exaggerated,

I will write to you upon the fubje£t. In the mean time I

jhall remain.

Your true and affeftionate friend.

THIS globe, the earth which we inhabit (fays governor

Pownall), is, in its natural ftate, in a continued progrefs of

exficcation, and is univerfally, wherever the waters do not

prevail, covered with woods ; fo that, viewing this great

continent America (as yet a new world to the land -workers

of Europe), we fee it a country of woods and lakes, or ri-

vers. Except where the land is worn to the bone, and no-

thing remains on the furface but bare rocks, every foil, even

the pooreft, has its peculiar clothing of trees or flirubs.

There
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There are fpots here and there fcattered over the face of

this country, which, feen amongft the woods from a di-

ftance, feem as though they were plains of cleared land ; but

thefe are covered with a fpecies of dwarf or fhrab oak,

which grows about the height of a man's flioulder, and

bears very good acorns. There are alfo in many, I might

fay moft, places, between the banks of the rivers and the

hills or mountains, through which thefe rivers run, margins

of rich meadow land clear of trees : this peculiar ftate is

owing to the annual inundations that thefe meadows are

covered with, and to a conftant accretion of foil which is

left on the furface after the waters retire ; thefe the fettlers

call by a very expreflive name, interval lands. In fome parts,

as on the Mohawk and Connefticut river, thefe interval

lands are of a foil fo rich, that they may be tilled ; fome

have been tilled inceJTantly for a century or more, and yet

continue as rich as the vale of Egypt itfelf. I know (con-

tinues he) but of one place which is totally without trees,

and that is a traft of land upon Long-iiland, in New-York

province, called Jamaica or Hampftead plain, on which a

fhrubby kind of heath only grov.'s.

The particular kind of tree that grows in each tra^ is

always determined by the peculiar foil or nidus which is

fuited to produce it in preference to other fpecies. This

does not exclude other fpecies alfo growing at the fame

time ; but fome one fpecies always predominates in each

tradt : the foil, therefore, is beft known, and always de-

fcribed, by the european fettlers, from its peculiar vegeta-

tion, as, oak-land, birc;i, beech, or chefnur-land
;
pine-barren,

maple fwamps, cedar-fwamps. Walnut or hickory, firs,

white and red elm, magnolia, locufts, faflafras, and various

other trees, are mixed with all thefe.

The fruits which grow wild, as far as Mr. Pownall's ob-

fervations went, he gives us from his journals. The wild

vine of different Jorts, which in general produce a very

fmall
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fmall, four, thlck-lkinned grape j but the vines are in their

growth luxuriant beyond the conception of thofe who have

not feen them. The wild cherry, a tree of which I faw,

fays our author, near Senedtady, appeared to me one of the

largefi: trees I ever faw. Mulberry, red and white ; but

thefe latter are fcarce. Hickory, or walnuts of various

kinds, hazel, wild prune or plum, chefnuts of different

forts, wild pear and crab, a kind of cervice or medlar, bil-

berry, goofeberry, and ftrawberry. The individual trees of

thofe woods grow up, have their youth, their old age, and a

period to their life, and die as we men do : you will fee

many a fapling growing up, many an old tree tottering to

its fall, and many fallen and rotting away, while they are

fucceeded by others of their fpecies, juft as the race of man

is : by this fuccefllon of vegetation, this wildernefs is kept

clothed with woods juft as the human fpecies keeps the

earth peopled by its continuing fucceffion of generations.

As it happens to man in the courfe of fate, that fometimes

epidemic diftempers, deluges, or famine, have fwept whole

nations off at once, fo here, by a fmiilar fate, epidemic dif-

tempers, to which even the forefts are liable, fire and hurri-

cane, have deftroyed whole tracts of woods at once. "Where-

ever this at any time has happened, one fees a new genera-

tion bearing all the appearance of an european new planta-

tion growing up. If the foil has fuftered no great change,

woods of the fame genus arife j if it has undergone any

change, citlicr for the better or for the worfe, then, as from

a nidus, prepared from a new brood, from a new power of,

vegetation, we fee woods of a different fpecies, which before

rarely appeared, and as aliens in the place, now fpringing

up, and poffefling the land as the predominant wood.

If here (continues our fagacious obferver) I Ihould attempt

to defcribe the colouring of thefe woods, I ihould be at a

lofs what feafon of the year to choofe, whether the fober

harmony of greens that the woods in all their various tints

difplay
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difplay in fummer, or whether the flaunting blufli of fprlng,

when the woods glow with a thoufand hues that the flow-

ering trees and {hrubs exhibit. If the painter would attempt

the real and accurate portrait of thefe woods in autumn . he

mufl mix in upon, his canvas all the colours of the rainbow,

in order to copy a'l the various and varied dyes which the

leaves at the fall affume : the red, the fcarlet, the bright and

the deep yellow, the warm brown, the white, which he mufl

lift, would produce a prifmatic motley patchwork, from

which the eye would turn away, and which the judgment

would not bear
-J
and yet the woods in this embroidered

garb have in real nature a richnefs of appearance beyond

conception. But this is not the only inftance; there are

many wherein nature will not bear a portrait, and wherein

fhe is never lefs imitated than when fhe is attempted to be

literally copied.

LETTER XL

MY DEAR FRIEND, Kentucky.

X OU will, no doubt, have heard

of the defeat of our army, with the particulars, before this

will reach you* It is furprifing, that the experience of up-

wards of 30 years warfare with the Indians, fliould not have

taught us before now, that our fuccefs or lofs in thefe ren-

contres was to be expected alone from the abilities or talents

of the commanding ofiicer.

From the time of the defeat of general Braddock to the

prefent period, the Americans have been fuccefsful or unfuc-

cefsful in thefe expeditions, in the exaft proportion to the

knowledge which our generals have had of indian dexterity

and ftratagem,

Ne
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No man is more willing to allow to general St. Clair the

merit of being an accomplifhed gentleman, a brave and ju-

dicious officer, than I am. But I cannot help lamenting,

at the fame time, that men are not employed upon thefe

occalions (when there are fo many in the United States),

who have from their infancy been accuftomed to fuch

perils, and pra£lifed in the necefTary vigilance, to ward off

the effefts of that fingular prowefs of thofe heroic people.

There is an error fomewhere. I am afraid that our

general confided too much in the comparative ftrength and

difcipline of his army. It would have been better if he had

recolle<Sbed an expreflion of the late king of Pruffia : " How-

ever well founded any good opinion of ourfelves may be,

fecurity in war is always dangerous ; and rather than be

negligent, it is better to talce fuperfluous precaution." Our

army certainly was taken by furprife. They had not time

to form when the enemy commenced their attack, which

proves the juftnefs of that great foldier's reflection •.

Every

* Since this letter was written, I have been able to afcertain

more particularly the objeA of the expedition conduced by general

St. Clair, and the caufeof his being defeated.

By the treaty, in which Great Britain acknowledged the indc-

pendente of the United States, it was ftipulated and agreed to by
Great Britain, that the fortreflVs of Niagara and Detroit (hould be
delivered up to the United States as immediately as it could be

done with convenience. Whether it proceeded from the reprefent-

atiuivs made by the government of Canada to the minifters of
Great Britain, or not, I cannot prefume to determine ; but it is

certain thofe places are properly confidered of more importance than

was at firft imagined by the biitifh court ; and it is an indubitable

truth, the moment they are ^Mjflcfled by the Americans, that inftant

the englifli fur trade of Canada will be reduced more than one half

of what it is at prefent.

This declaration, as it comes from an American, may be con-

fidered as impolitic ; but I have tlirown it rut purpofely to fhew
how little the faith of treaties is to be dej->ended ujwn, when they

arc found to clafli with the important interclls of the contrafting

parties ; and as I confider every fpecies of policy, which has not

integrity for its bafis, mean and contemptible.

As the United States had waited more than 7 years in expectation

that
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Every man who engages in the perilous vocation of a fol-

dier, ought to recoUefl beforehand, the facrifices he will be

obliged

that the britifh government would fulfil this engagement, and find-

ing it was not then convenient for them to abandon thofe forts,

they determined to eftablifli a garrifon at the mouth of the Miami
of the lake, which was to have been fupported by a chain of commu-
nication with Pittfburg, and the acquifition of this purpofe was the

objefl of this expedition.

Fort Wafliington, at the mouth of the Muflc^ngum, and fort

Jefferfon, between the head waters of the Sciota and St. Mary's
river, which empties into lake Erie, a (hort diftance from Sandulky,

had been previoufly eftablifhed ; and the next objeft was to eftablifti

a third, fouth-eaft of Sandulky, upon thofe ridges of hills where

the waters of the lake, and thofe of the Ohio, take different direc-

tions.

Had this plan been efFeded, though the Indians might at times

have harafled thofe pofts, ftill the purpofe for which they would
have been created mud have anfwered; as it is impoflible for them
to carry on their attacks regularly, or for any length of time, by
reafcn of their defultory manner of living; and thus, by our be-

coming permanently ftxed upon the lake, we fhould at once have
given a decided blow to your trade in Canada ; for it was the in-

tention of the federal government, not to permit any perfon to trade

within the limits of the United States in that quarter, without a

written privilege for that purpofe, figned by the prefident of con-

grefs.

The army of general St. Clair, which was to have achieved
this arduous end, amounted to about 1400 men, great part of
which were militia ; and moft of the others, inconceivable as it

may appear, were recruited from the fea-port towns upon the

Atlantic ; and of courfe were compofed of men who were totally

unacquainted with the Indian manner of fighting;—indeed a large

proportion of them were Europeans.

General St. Clair had advanced between 20 and 30 miles in

front of fort Jefierfon in his courfe toward lake Erie, when about

60 of the militia deferted, with an intention to return to their re-

fpeftive homes ; after whom he difpatched 300 of his men, they

confifting of the only old troops he had in his army ; and it was
in the abfence of this detachment, that his army was attacked, juft

at the break of day ; after the troops, moft imprudently, had left

che parade at which they had been fome time before it wss light,

according to the cuftom in Indian war, though his out-pofts had
been attacked inceflTantly during the whole night, and feveral of
his centinels killed. The Indians, finding the army was thin of
their guard, rufhed upon them withfuch impecuofity, as to prevent

their being able to form, or to aft with any vigour or preciiion.

This
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obliged to make of pleafufable in'dii%enc%, and, ih liiany

inftances, of his conftitution. But when afervice of danger

calls him to the defence of his country, or to avenge the

infulfs which tyranny or barbarifm has ofFered, it becomes

ignominious, not cheerfully to forego every gratification

which is incompatible with heroifm. It is equally igno-

minious to put any confideration In competition with the

certainty of fuccefs. .

I know that it has been much the cafe with us to relax in

difcipline for fear of haraffing our men. In Indian wars it

is neceflary to obferve this rule, which infallibly leads to

viclory when the combat otherwife is upon an equal footing,

•—Never be furprifed. To prevent which, it is only necef-

fary to move with ftrong and aftive flanks, to keep power-

ful and vigilant guards, and to have your whole army under

arms every morning at leaft an hour before break of day ;

which will efFedtually prevent a furprife, as the Indians

This grand objedl has not been abandoned by the federal govern-

ment; and for the purpofe of carrj'ing it into execution, by mea-

fiires more wife, and means more certain, than had been purfued

hitherto, 5000 federal troops, with a legion of 1200 hurfe and foot,

are to be kept in continual pay ; and \vh?le the different garrifons

are to overawe the Indians, the legion is to fcour the country

round, fo as to fecure the fettlements on the weft fide of the Ohio

from their attacks, and thus by progreffive and permanent efta-

blifliments ward off the dangers of irregular and predatory war-

fare. ^

This fyftem has already produced a very important effeft :— the

more intelligent indian chiefs are fo pcrfedly fenfible, that it is now
in vain for them to contend agairift a palladium, which is daily in-

vigorated by the current cf emigration, which, like a perennial

plant, (hews no figns of decay, that they have promifed to punifli

ihofe audacious fugitives, who murdered our commiffioners that

were going to their nations for the purpofc of offering them peace ;

and have alfo agreed to a ceffntion of hoftiliticf? while the pielimi-

rarics are fettling; fo that I have no hcfitation in declaring it as

my opinion, that, if the prefent meafurcs arc purfued with wifdom

and vigour, there will be a fpcedy end to war and maffacrc in that

quarter, and the whole wcftern country muft then enjoy that repofe,

which has fo often and fo fatally been difturbed by the incendiaries

both of Canada and Louifiana.

never
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iiever attack when their enemy is in force during the ilight»

Move in compact order, and though you may be harafled in

adegree, yet with an army of 2000 men well appointed, it

would be no difficult matter to pafs through the whole weft-

crn country,

I hope I have not appeared too ftrenuous in endeavouring

to wipe away the ftain which our recent defeat has brought

upon the valour of my countrymen. There has appeared

a languor in the execution of our meafures refpecling indian

affairs, which has not only brought an' obloquy upon the

wifdom of our councils, but has fubjedled us to lofTes that

are as baneful to our population, as they are affefting to our

fympathy.

Many of us have caufe to mourn the lofs of fome friend,

or dear relation. Among the flain was a youth of the mofl

promifing hopes and fplendid talents—talents which might

have proved ornamental to his country, and ufeful to man-

kind.

I know you will excufe me for appropriating to the death

of my young friend, with a flight alteration, thofe beautiful

lines in the Iliad with which Homer defcribes the death of

Euphorbus :

As the young olive, in ferae fylvan fcene,

Crown'd by frefh fountains with eternal green,

Lifts the gay head, in fnowy flow'rets fair,

And plays and dances to the gentle air

;

When, lo ! a whirlwind from high heav'n invades

The tender plant, and withers all its (hades
;

It lies uprooted from its genial bed,

A lovely ruin now defac'd and dead:

Thus young, thus beautiful, " brave Marlhal" lay,

While the fierce " Indian" tore his life away.

The expedition condu£Ved under the command of general

Scott terminated with fuccefs. Indeed,, from the firfl: fet-

tlement of Kenlacky, not one of our expeditions has

U failed.
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failed. The watchful Indians, who are always near us, and

fcarcely ever to be difcovered but in force, obferve the mo-

tions of our army, and readily determine from our vigilance,

whether an attack will proye hazardous to them or not.

I fhall begin my enumeration with the fouthern Indians,

and proceed with thofe of the greatefl proximity ; taking

care to compi:ehend in the fchedule the various tribes that

we have any diftin£l knowledge of to the northward of the

chain of lakes, which bounds our empire to the north, and

tkofe to the weft of the Mifliffippi, .and fouth of the

Mifouri.

Cherokees ; in the country between the great bend of the

Tenafee, and the ridges of hills which are called the Alle-

gany mountains, the weftern limits of Georgia, and the eaft-

ern branches of the Mobile, in number 2500.

Cha£laws, between the faid great bend, the Miffiflippi.
^

and Natchez, 6000.

Upper Creeks, between the head branches of the river

Apalachies, Eaft Florida, the Cherokee nation, and the

Mifliffippi, 2500.

Lower Creeks, between the upper Creeks and the gulf of

Mexico, 1000.

Natchez, a little to the eaft of the Natchez, 100.

Alibamons, between the Natchez and New-Orleans, 400*

Chekafavvs, between the fouthern limits of Cumberland,

the Chadlaw nation, and the head waters of the Mobile,

500.

Lezars, between the mouth of the Ohio and Wabafh, 300*

Piankifhas, Vermilions, and' Mafcontins, between the

Wabafh and Illinois, 600.

Illinois, near Cahokia, 260.

Kaflcafkias, near Kaflcafkia, 250.

Pianrias, upon the Illinois river, 400.

Skakies, near fort Oniatonon, upon the Wabafti, 1 70.

Upper
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Upper Piankifhas, near fort Oniatonon, upon the Wa-
bafli, 300.

Oniatonons, near fort Oniatonon, "upon the Wabafh, 260.

Miamis, near fort St. Jofeph, 200.

Twigtwees, upon the great Miami river, near fort Miami,

200.

Wyandots, between fort St. Jofeph and Detroit, 200.

Cohunewagas, near Sandufky, 200.

Mingoes, on a fouthern branch of the vScioto, 50.

Mohiccons, between the Scioto and Mulkingum, 40.

Shawnees, on the head branches of the Scioto, reduced

by the late a£lion to lefs than 250.

Delawares, in the country between lake Erie and the

head branches of the Mufkingum, who have alfo fuffered in

the late different actions, and it is fuppofed they are reduced

from 600 to 450.

Delawares, or Linnellnopies, at different villages upon the

north branch of the Sufquehanna, 400.

Aughquagahs, upon an eaftern branch of the Sufque-

hanna, 150.

Nanticocs, between Owegy and the moft eaftern branch

of the Sufquehanna, 80.

Mohiccons, between Chagnet and Owegy. upon a branch

of the Sufquehanna, 70.

Conoies, between Utfanango and Chagnet, to the eaftward

of the eafternmoft branch of the Sufquehanna, 40.

Saponies, upon a north branch of the Sufquehanna, 30.

Munfies, at Diahago, upon the north branch of the Suf-

quehanna, 120.

Senegas, upon the waters of the Ohio, lake Erie, lake

Ontario, and Sufquehanna, 550.

Cayugas, upon the Cayuga, and near the north branch of

the Sufquehanna, 180.

Onondagoes, near Onondago, 200.

X7 2 Oneidas,
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Oneidas, on the eaft fide of Oneida, and head branches of

the Sufquehanna, 250.

Tufcaroras, between the Oneidas and Onondagoes, 170.

Mohocks, upon the weftern branch of Mohock river,

140.

The laft mentioned fix tribes conflitute what arc knowa
by the name of the Six Nations.

Orondoes, near the Three rivers, 100.

Abenakies, near the Three rivers, 1 50.

LittleAlgonkins, near the Three rivers, loo.

Pouteotamies, between St. Jofeph's and Detroit, 270.

Ottawas, near Detroit, 500.

Chippawas, on Saguinam bay of lake Huron, 200.

Ottawas {a different tribe), on Saguinam bay of lake Hu-

ron, 150.

Chippawas (feveral tribes of), near Michillimackinack,

fort St. Mary's, on lake Superior, and upon the fouthern

fliores of that lake, 5 5 00.

Shakies, Pauns bay, on lake Michigan, 400.

Mynomamies, near Pauns bay, on lake Michigan, 300.

Ouifconfings, Ouifconfing river, 300.

Kickapous, upon the fouthern head branches of the Mif-

fifGppi, and the waters of lake Michigan, 200.

Otogamies, between the lake of the Wood and MiffiflippI,

300.

Mafcoutens, on lake Michigan, and between that and the

Miffiffippi, 400.

Mifcothins, between lake Michigan and the Mifllflippi,

340.

Outimacs, between lake Michigan and lake St. Clair, 200.

Mufquakies, upon the fouthern waters of lake Michigan,

200.

Sioux, on the eailern head branches of the Miffi£Gppi|

and the ifl^nJs of lake Superior, 500.

Otta-



NORTH AMERICA. 293

Ottagaumies, on the head waters of the Miffiffippi, 300.

Winnabagoes, on the head waters of the MiHiffippi, 200.

Killiftinoes, on lake Superior, 250.

Naudowefies, between Michigan and lake Superior, 500.

Ofevegatchies, near Swagatchy, on the river St. Lawrence,

100.

C on nafedagoes, near Montreal, 90.

Cohunnewagoes, near Montreal^ 150.

Michmacs, on the river St. Lawrence, 500.

Ameliflis, on the river St. Lawrence, 400.

Chalas, on the river St. Lawrence, ico.

Nipiffins, near the head waters of the Ottawas river, 300.

Algonquins, towards the head waters of the Ottawas river,

250.

Round-heads, on Riviere aux tetes boules, or Round-head

river, 2000.

MelTafagues, between lake Superior and lake Huron, 1500.

Kris, upon lake Chriftineaux, 1 200.

Affinaboes, lake Affinaboes, 1 200.

Barbus, or Blancs, between lake Affinaboes and the lake

of the Wood, 1400.

Sioux of the meadows, on the head and weftern branches

of the Miffiffippi,' 2500.

Sioux of the woods, on the head and weftern branches

of the Miffiffippi, 4000,

Sioux, between the head waters of the Miffiffippi and

Mifouri, 3000.

Ajoues, nprth of the Padoucas, 1000.

White Panis, fouth-eaft of the Milouri, 1500.

Speckled Panis, fouth of the Mifouri, 1200,

Padoucas, fouth of the Mifouri, 500.

Grandefeaux, fouth of the Mifouri, 800.

Canfes, fouth of the Mifouri, looo.

Ofages, fouth of the Mifouri, 400.

U 3 Mifouris,
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Mifouris, on the Mifourl, 1 500.

Arkanzas, on the river Arkanzas, 1000.

There are feveral other tribes, known by the name of Caou-

itas, Linways, Webings, Oufafoys, Les Puans, Folle Avoine,

Mineamis, &c. But the different tribes have been i'o confound-

ed one with another, that it is impoffible to collect any diftinft

information refpedling their Situation or numbers ; which I

apprehend has proceeded from the imperfeft knowledge

travellers have had of the weft of the Miffiffippi, and to the

north of lake Michigan and lake Superior j and which has

precluded the poffibility of gaining any accurate intelligence

from them. However, the above lift has been correfted

from the accounts of Croghan, Boquet, Carver, Hutchins,

and Dodge, and by the comparative teftimony of the beft

informed men I have been able to meet with ; and whofe

knowledge upon this fubjeft, though they have not written,

I fhould prefer to either of the above authorities, who were

obliged to take the greateft part of what they have related,

from hearfay, or proceed upon conjefbire.

There are feveral vagrant tribes, called Chiakaneflbu, Ona-

nakina, Machecous, and Souikilas, from the Cherokees,

Cha£laws, and Creeks ; but I Ihould fuppofe, thefe includ-

ed, that my account of thofe tribes is tolerably exaft.

By this lift, which I prefume will appear as accurate as the

fubjc£l will admit of, the aggregate numbers of Indians will

be found lefs than 60,000 who inhabit the country from the

gulf of Mexico, on both fides of the Miffiffippi, to the gulf

of St. Lawrence, and as far weft as the country has been

explored ; that is, to the head waters of the Miffiffippi, and

from thence to the Mifoiiri (I do not mean the head of it),

and between that river and Santa Fe.

I have been able to^earn very little information refpefting

the Indians between Santa Fe and the gulf of Mexico, and

ftill lefs of thofe who inhabit the country between the river

St.
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St. Jofcph*s and California. However, we are in no way af-

fedled by them at prefent 5 and it is not very likely that we

ever fhall : for it is to be prefumed, that the federal govern-

ment, in the extenfion of its empire, v/ill take fuch precau-

tions as muft prevent the horrors of that fanguinary warfare

and maffacre, tvhich have hitherto marked the progrefs o£ its

growth.

Certainly it is time that decided meafures were taken j if

poffible, to civilize them ; and if not, to confine them to

particular diftridls ; that is, by the vigour of our meafures, to

fliew them that we are not to be trifled with ; and, whenever

a traft of country is to be fettled, let the demarkation be

obvious, and the terms of fettlement definitive ; and by af-

fording proteftion to the pacific, and chaftifing the licen-

tious, it may be expected in time, that fome amelioration

will take place in their favage and fanguinary difpofitions.

You will obferve that the moft numerous tribes are at the

greateft diftance from us ; and it is very certain, that in pro-

portion to their diftance from the whites, they are unac-

quainted with the ufe of fire-arms. All the nations north of

lake Superior, and thofe beyond the Mifilflippi, as well as

thofe on the Mifouri, ufe only bows and arrows, fo that when

5^ou take a view of their fcattered fituation, the various cuf-

toms and fuperftitions which it is neceflary to reconcile, in

order to produce perfeverance and unity of aftion, and what

a fmall proportion of them have the apparatus, or underftand

the ufe of mufquetry, or poflTefs refources fufficient to enable

them to carry on lafting hoftilities againft the power of our

increafing numbers, it muft be obvious, that even our defeats

will haften their ruin.

Though we (or rather the federal troops) have been de-

feated feveral times- yet we fhall loon eftablifti a permanent

fecurity againft favage invafions and maflacres ; for though

we have not adlcd entirely like Hercules, who deftroyed the

ferpents while an infant in his cradle, ftill, 1 prefume, we

ihall do it in our approach to maturity.

U 4 The
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The French, by conciliating the manners of the favages,

and by their diffuflng a more general knowledge among

them of the ufe of fire-arms, firft rendered them formidable

to the whites. The animofity continued to exift until the

commencement of the late war, when that very ptlicy was

praftifed by the EngUJIj, nuhich they hadformerly fofeverely repro-

bated in the French.

In the various fkirmiflies and aftions which have been

fought between us_, they have acquired a moft wonderful

dexterity and heroic intrepidity ; but, in thefe acquifitions,

they probably have laid the foundation of their own extinBhn

:

for our defeats but add to our ftrength ; and when you re-

colledl their comparative numbers with ours, and the com-

parative fecundity of our women, I think the circumftance

does not appear problematical.

However, that is not our wifh. We would gladly teach

them the bleffings of peace ; and fo far did the aflembly

of Virginia carry this difpofition, in the year 1784, that,

the more eflfe£lually to accelerate fo dcfirable an end, they

took it into confidcration to pafs an acl offering bounties to

fuch men and women as would intermarry with the Indians.

But as the animofities which then exifted between them and

the back fettlers had arifen to fuch a height, it was thought

moft advifable to poflpone it until there fhould be a ftable

pca'-c, and till the whites and they were reconciled ; but

tl.at acver will be the cafe until we are in pofleffion of Nia-

g.ra and Detroit. Farewell.

A LETTER from major Jonathan Heart, to Benjamin Smitli

Barton, M. D. &c. containing obfervations on the ancient

works, the native inhabitants, &c. of the weftcrn coun-

try.

Sir, Fort Harmari Jan. 5, 1791.

Agreeably to promife I now enter on the

different fubjefts of inquiry contained in your favour of the

24th
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24th of January lafl- j but find myfelf unable to give that

fatisfadlory information which the nature of your work may

probably[require : however, fuch obfervafjons as opportunity

has enabled me to make, I am iiappy in bying before you.

With refpeft to ancient works : thofe at the mouth of the

Mulkingum are the only veftiges of any confiderable works

I have very particularly attended to, are publifhed in the Co-

lumbian Magazine. Thofe remarks not having been made

under an expectation of their being publifhed, were not fo

accurate as I could now wifh they had been ; but improve-

ments having llnce been made over the whole extent of the

works, no very conliderable invtftigation has taken place.

We did at that time open the big mount and fome of the

graves, dig into the caves, on the walls, elevated fquares,

and at different places within the compafs of the works ; but

nothing was found more than I mentioned in thofe re-

marks.

The works at Grave creek I have carefully viewed, but

never traced the lines with fuch accuracy as to enable me to

give you a plan. They are very extenflve, commencing

about 4 miles below Grave creek, and continuing, at inter-

mediate diftances, for 10 or 12 miles, along the banks of

the Ohio. The principal works are adjoining the big grave,

which is about half a mile from the Ohio, and about the

fame diflance north of the mouth of Grave creek. The

works are very fimilar to thofe at the mouth of Muflcingura.

The continuation of works each way coniiftfi of fquare and

circular redoubts, ditches, walls, and mounts, fcattered at

unequal diftances, in every direction, over extcnfive flats.

The big grave, fo called, has been opened, and human

bones found in it ; but not of an extraordinary flze ; neither

have I ever heard of bones of an extraordinary fize being

found in any of thofe graves, many of which have been

opened, and generally found to contain human bones,

Thefe are the only confiderable remains which I have

myfelf
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myfelf examined. The common mounts, or indian graver,

or monuments (for they are not always found to contain

bones), are fcattered over the whole country, particularly

along the Ohio, and its main branches : indeed, I have

fcarcely ever feen a handfome fituation on a high flat, ad-

joining any large ftream, where there were not fome of -the

above-mentioned veftiges of antiquity.

Travellers, on whofe authority I depend, inform me,

that, on a branch of the Scioto, called Paint creek, are worlds

much more confiderable than thofe at Grave creek, or Muf-

kingum, a mount much larger, a greater variety of walls,

ditches, and enclofures, and covering a much greater extent

of country j that they continue for nearly 60 miles

along the Scioto to its junclion with the Ohio, oppofite

which, on the Virginia fide, are extenfive works, which

have been accurately traced by col. George Morgan ; and

I have been told that there are remains of chimnies, &c.

The next works of note arc on the great Miami, about

20 miles from its junftion with the Ohio. A Mr> Wells, a

gentleman of very nice obfervation and philofophical in-

quiry, who had viev/ed them, and had alfo examined the

vorks at Mu{]iinj^>um, informed me they were very fimilar,

though he thought thefe more extenfive, the walls higher,

and the ditches deeper than thofe of Mufkingum. He alfo

obferved, there were fimilar works on the little Miami about

ao miles from its junclion with the Ohio, which would be

about the fame diftance from the remains laft mentioned.

Thefe are the only traces of ancient works of which I have

received fuch authentic information as will julVify me in re-

porting them as undoubted fafts. Many other remarkabl*

vefl:iges of antiquity have been defcribed to me, particularly

'on the eafi: fide of a fmall brandi of the Big-blacky a river

which empties itfelf into the Mifliflippi, nearly in latitude

33 north, an elevation of earth about half a mile fquare, 15

or 20 feet high, from the north-eaft corner of which a wall

of
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of equal height, with a deep ditch, extends for near half a

mile to the high lands. This information I had from the

Chaftaw Indians, who inhabit that country, and it is con-

firmed by many white people^ who refided with the Chac-

taws, and had often been on the fpot.

The tradition of the Chadlaws with r£fpe<St to this elevation

Is as follows : That in the midft is a large cave, which is the

houfe of the c^eat spip.it ; that in that cave he made the

Chaftaws 5 that the ^country being then under water, the

great fpirit raifed this wall above water, to fet the Cha£taws

on to dry, after they were made.

The fame perfons and others aflfured me, that on the low

grounds of the Miffiffippi, which are fubjedt to^ overflow,

at a- place called Bio-piere, is a very large mount, encom"

pafTed by a number of fmailer ones, in a perfe<fl: circle, at

equal diftances from each other, and at about 200 yards from

the centre, or grand mount, Thefe circumftances I have the

more reafon to believe, as every informatioti aiTures me that

country is covered with veftiges of ancient fettlements : as

far fouth of the head waters of the Yazoo and Mobile, itij

own obfervations confirm it.

Who thofe inhabitants were, who have left fuch traces ;

from whence they came, and where they now are; are que-

ries to which we never, perhaps, can find any other than

conje<llural anfwers. I can only give my opinion negatively,

that they were not conftrufted by Ferdinando de Soto. He
was not on the continent a fufEcient time to conftru^ even,

the works at ^.'uflcingum } and from every circumftance it

appears that he was no farther north than Chattafallai, a

Chickafaw village on the Tombigbee branch of the Mobile,

Secondly, thefe works were not conftru6led bj any european,

afian, or african nation fince the difcovery of America by

Chriftopher Columbus : the ftate oi the works, the trees

growing on them, &c. point to a much earlier date. Third-,

ly, they wers not conftru£tsd by the prefent Indians, or their

pre*
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predecefTors j or fome traditions would have remained as to

their ufes, and they would have retained fome knowledge

in conftructing fimilar works. Fourthly, they were not con-

ftrudled by people who procured the neceflaries of life by

hunting : a number fufficient to carry on fuch works never

could have fubfifted in that way. Fifthly, I may venture

to add, the people who conftrudled them were not altogether

in an uncivilized ftate : they muft have been under the fub-

ordination of law, a ftrift and well-regulated police, or they

could not have been kept together in fuch numerous bodies,

and made to contribute to the carrying on of fuch ftupen-

dous undertakings. But my bufinefs is to give you fa£ls, and

not to form conjeclures.

There are other matters with refpe£l to this country

worthy of attention ; fuch as, the quantities of Ihells, con-

cretions, petrifactions, bones, &c. the marks of high water,

and the natural meadows. On the head waters of the Mo-

bile is the true oyfter-fliell, of a monftrous fize, and in fuch

quantities that I cannot conceive them to have been tranC*

ported from the fea, which is 300 miles off. The Chicka-

faws fay thefe (hells were there when they came into the

country. They ufe thefe Ihells in making their earthen

ware. Thefoffile fhells are found in great plenty in all parts

of the country ; and petrifactions are very frequent, par-

ticularly at the falls of the Ohio. Near the bottom of the

falls there is a fmall rocky ifland which is overflowed at high

water. This ifland is remarkable for being the feat of petri-

factions. I faw no petrifactions on it myfelf but wood, fifh-

bones, and the roots of flirubs which grow on the ifland : of

thefe there was a great abundance. Gentlemen who have

refided near, and whofe veracity is not to be doubted, af-

fured me, that they had feen very different articles petrified,

as part of a hornet's neft, fiflies, and in one inftance an

entire bird. But, what is more particularly to be remarke4

is, that this petrifying quality is confined to the ifland, and
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does not fo frequently afford famples of it on the oppofite

fhores j yet there is no fpring ofrunning water, and fcarcely

a green thing on the ifland. Neither does this quality exift,

in any remarkable degree, either above or below the falls.

There is a like inftancc up the Tenafee, of a particular fpot,

extraordinary for petrifaftions, while nothing of the kind is

obfervable either above or below.

The big bones, found at a place called Big bone lick, are

now to be feen in the various mufeums of the ftates. It i$

unneceflary for me, therefore, to make any remarks on them.

At port Lewis, on the Mifliffippi, I faw a number of gen-

tlemen who had travelled up the Mifouri j they faid, there

are many of thefe bones to the wcftward, and the Indians

told them the animal was ftill to be found farther weft.

The natural meadows cannot be accounted for ; fome of

them have, doubtlefs, emerged from the waters of the

Mifliffippi ; which I prefume was an arm of the fea, fome

diftance above the mouth of the Ohio. Other of thefc

meadows appear to have been lakes, the waters of which,

in procefs of time, finding fome outlet, have become dry

lands. But fofne of thefe meadows are high lands, fui'-

rounded by an extenfive timbered country, in many places

much lower than the clear lands. Major Wyllys informed

me that he had the moft unequivocal proof, from the ap-

pearances of rocks and other veftiges a little above the mouth

of the Mifouri, that the waters of the Mifliflippi had, in

paft ages, flowed 70 feet higher that the prefent high-water

marks. On the Frenchbroad river, a branch of the Tena-

fee, are perpendicular rocks, on which, more than 100 feet

above the prefent high-water, are artificial charafters of

beafts, birds, &c. A Mr. Williams, a gentleman of repu-

tation, afllired me, that he had been at the place, and that

there could be very little doubt of the charadlers being arti-

ficial, and that it was abfolutely impoflible that any perfon

could get to the fpot on any other fuppofition, than that the

waters
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waters of the river had, at fome time, flowed fo much

higher.

With refpeft to the populoufnefs of the natives, I cannot

give you any fatisfa£bory account ; and from whence they

came it is ftill more difficult to determine. The Chickafaws

fay they came from where the fun fets in the water, and that

they were 7 years on the way, marching only i moon in a

year, remaining the other part of tlie time at the fame camp,

preparing for the next year's march. The fimilarity be-

tween their language and that of the Chaftaw evidently

proves that they are from the fame origin. The languages

of the different tribes of the Six nations are alfo very fimikir

to each other, as are the languages of many of the weftern

nations, and the Creek nations, or Mufcows, nvUh very littie

edteration Mufcovites Eut the languages of the Six nations,

the weftern nations, and the Chickafaws, are fo different even

in found and in conftruftion, that they never could have

been derived from, or any way dependent on each other.

With refpeft to their cuftoms and manners, I am equal-

ly unable to give you any fatisfaftory information. I cannot

help thinking it a great misfortune, that no meafures have

ever been taken v/hich held out a fufficient inducement for

men of abilities to travel amongft the tribes which are fo far

removed from the natives of Europe, that we might be af-

fured their cuftoms were not borrowed from, or any way

intermixed with ours. It is equally a misfortune that we

are fuffering fo many of their languages to become extinfV,

without preferving their radical charafteriftics : for there is

a certain characteriftic peculiar to different languages, not

dependent on each other, which, though difguifed with a

variety of foi;\fids, or different dialefts, on accurate examin-

ation will give fome grounds to conjefture from what lan-

-guage they are derived ; and I cannot help thinking that a

full inveftigation of the different languages of the nations

will be the moft probable means for forming reafonable con-

je<ftures
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jeclures from whence this continent was peopled. A know-

ledge of their cuftoms and manners might alfo give us

fome light. Thofe, however, who argue that the Indians

are defcended from the ten tribes of Ifrael, from a fimilarity

of fome cuftoms, do not confider that the Ifraelites were

but little removed from a ftate of nature ; that nature is

uniform, and that all things being equal ever operate the

fai*ne. It is true that many cuftoms of the Indians are the

fame with thofe of the Ifraelites : but tliey were fuch as na-

ture herfelf pointed out.

As to the genius of the Indians, I believe they are as ca-

pable as any other nation in learning any art, either mechani-

cal or liberal. Indeed, I never could iinxi that they pofTefled

any original ideas different from our own, or had any bias

of mind, propenflty to particular vices, or predominancy of

any paffion, which could not be traced to their origin in the

human mind, and be found to arife from the different ftages,

between the abfolute ftate of nature and the higheft degree

of civilization : in faft, we find them poiTeffed of every paf-

fion, propenflty, and feeling of man.

With regard to the arts of the ancient inhabitants, there

is very, little ground for us to draw conje<5tures from. I

wifli meafures had been eariy taken to colleil and preferve

the different articles which have been found in different

places J
and that all other, artificial as well as natural curiofi-

ties, together with accurate defcriptions of all the veftiges

of antiquity, could have been coilefted and preferred.

Perhaps, from the whole, fome future inquiries might have

led us to an inveftigation of the hiftory of this country ."^

I might have added a great number of informations, from

travellers, concerning various tribes of Indians •, their cui^

toms, their languages, &c. fuch as that there are Indians

who fpeak the welfti language ; that there are others who

live in works fimilar to the ancient remains already defcrib-

ed i that there arc Indians who live a fhepherd life, and

others
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Others who entirely devote themfelves to the cultivation of

the foil. But I have not fuch full affurance of the truth of

thefe matters as to authorlfe me to report them.

I have thus, according to the beft of my abilities, given

every information in my power, on the various inquiries in

your favour. I have little expectation of there being any

thing new in them, or which will give light on the fubjefls i

but fuch as they are, pleafe to accept them as my earntft

endeavours to ferve you. With every fentiment of refpeft,

I am, Sir,

Your's, &c,

Jonathan Heart.

DESCRIPTION of a remarkable rock and cafcade near the

weftern fide of the Youehiogeny river, a quarter of a mile

from Crawford's ferry, and about 12 miles from Union

town, in Fayette county, in the ftate of Pennfylvania.

By Thomas Hutchins.

This cafcade is occafioned by a rock of a femicircnlar

form, the chord of which, from one extremity of the «rch

to the other, is nearly 100 yards : the arch, or circular part,

is extenfive, and upwards of 20 feet in height, exhibiting a

grand and romantic appearance. This very curious produc-

tion is compofed of Hone of variegated colours, and a fpe-

cies of marble beautifully chequered with veins running in

different dire(5lions, prefenting, on a clofe infpe£tion, a faint

refemblance of a variety of mathematical figures of different

angles and magnitudes. The operations of nature in this

flruflure feem to be exceedingly uniform and niajeftic ; the

layers or rows of ftone of which it is compofed are of various

lengths and thicknclTi-s, more refembling the effefts of art

than nature. A flut thin fhone from 8 to 10 inches thick,

about 20 feet wide, forms the upper part of this amphithea-

tre,
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tre, over which the ftream precipitates. The whole front

of this rock is made up from top to bottom, as well as from

one extremity of the arch to the other, of a regular fucceA-

fion, principally, of limeftone, ftrata over ftrata, and each

ftratum or row projecting in a horizontal direftion, a little

farther out than its bafe, until it terminates into one entire

flat, thin, extenfive piece, as already mentioned j and which

jets out at right angles or in a parallel line with the bottom,

over which it impends 1 5 or 20 feet, and that without co-

lumns, or even a lingle pillar for its fupport. This circum-

ftance, together with the grand circular walk between the

front of the rock, and the fheet of water falling from the

fummit, exhibits fo noble and fingular an appearance, that it

fannot be beheld without admiration and delight.



DISCOVERY, SETTLEMENT, and PRESENT STATE
OF

KENTUCKY,
By JOHN FILSON.

FUBLISHED IN THE YEAR 1784.

ADVERTISEMENT.

W E the fubfcribers, inhabitants of Kentucky, and well ac-

quainted with the country from its firft fettlement ; at the requcft

of the author of this book, have carefully rcvifed it, and recom-

mend it to the public as an exceeding good performance, con-

taining as accurate a defcription ef our country as we think can

poffibly be given : much preferable to any in our knowledge ex-

tant ; and think it will be of great utility to the public. Witncfs

our hands this 12th day of May, Anno Domini 1784.

DANI£L BOON,
LEVI TODD,
JAMES HARROD.

PREFACE.

THE generality of thofc geographers, who have attempted a

map or defcription of America, feem either to have no knowledge

of Kentucky, or to have negledled it, although a place of infinite

importance : and the reft have proceeded fo erroneoufly, that they

have left the world as much in darknefs as before.

When I vifited Kentucky, I found it fo far to exceed my expeft-

ations, although great, that I concluded it was a pity that the

world had not adequate information of it. I conceived that a pro-

per defcription of it wai an objeft highly interefting to the United

States

;
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States J and therefore, incredible as it may appear to fome, I muft

declare, that this performance is not publifhed from lucrative mo-

tives, but folely to inform the world of the happy climate and

plentiful foil of this favoured region. And I imagine the reader

will believe me the more eafily when I inform him, that I am not

an inhabitant of Kentucky, but having been there fome time, by

my acquaintance in it, am fufficiently atle to publifh the truth,

and, from principle, have cautioufly endeavoured to avoid every

fpccies of falfehood. The confcioufnefs of this encourages me to

hope for the public candour, where errors may poffibly be found.

The three gentlemen honouring this work with their recommenda-

tioni colonel Boon, colonel Todd, and colonel Harrod, were among

the firft fettlers, and perfeftly well acquainted with the country. To
them I acknowledge myfelf much indebted for their friendly aflift-

ance in this work, which they cheerfully contributed, with a dif-

interefted view of being ferviceable to the public. My thanks arc

more efpecially due to col. Boon, who was earlier acquainted with -

the fubjeft of this performance than any other now living, as ap-

pears by the account of his adventures, which -I efteemed curious

and interefting, and therefore have publiflied them from his own

mouth. Much advantage may poffibly arife to the poffeffor of this

book, as thofe who wifh to travel in Kentucky will undoubtedly

find it a complete guide. To fuch I affirm, that there is nothing

mentioned or defcribed but what they will find true. Confcious

that it would be of general utility, I have omitted nothing, and

been exceeding particular in every part. That it may have the de-

fired effeft, is the fincerc wifli of

JOHN FILSON.

m

THE DISCOVERY, PURCHASE, AND SETTLEMENT
OE KENTUCKY.

1 HE firft white man we have certain accounts of, who /

difcovered this province, was one James M'Bride, who, in_^

company with fome others, in the year 1754, paffing down

the Ohio in canoes, landed at the mouth of Kentucky river,

and there marked a tree with the firft letters of his name,

X 2 and
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and the date, which remain to this day *<- Thefe men rcr

connoitred the country, and returned home with the

pleafing news of their difcovery of the beft traft of land in

North America, and probably in the world. From this pe-

riod it remained concealed till about the year 1767, wheo

one John Finley, and fome others, trading with the Indians,

fortunately travelled over the fertile region now called

Kentucky, then but known to the Indians, by the name of

the Dark and Bloody Ground, and fometiraes the Middle

Ground. This coqntry greatly engaged Mr. Finley's atten-

tion. Some time after, difputes arillng between the Indians

and traders, he was obliged to decamp j and returned to his

place of refidence in North Carolina, where he communir

cated his difcovery to col. Daniel Boon, and a few more,

who conceiving it to be an interefting object, agreed in the

year 1769 to undertake a journey in order to explore itw

After a long fatiguing march, over a mountainous wilder-

nefs, in a wefkward direction, they at length arrived upon

its borders ; and from the top of an eminence, with joy and

wonder, defcried the beautiful landfcape of Kentucky. Here

they encamped, and fome went to hunt provifions, which,

were readily procured, there being plenty of game, while

col. Boon and John Finley made a tour through the coun-

try, which they found far exceeding their expe(Elations, and

returning to camp, informed their companions of their dis-

coveries : but, in fpite of this promifing beginning, this com-

pany, meeting with nothing but hard (hips and adverfity,

grew exceedingly diftieartened, and was plundered, difperf-

cd, and killed by the Indians, except col. Boon, who con-

tinued an inhabitant -of the wildernefs until the year i77i>

when he returned liome.

About this time Kentucky had drawn the attention of fe-

vcral gentlemen. Doctor Walker, of Virginia, with a num-

* This was well known to the Virginian and Carolina men in

1750. Chriftopher Gift, Croghan, Barney Curran, Montour,
and feveral others, explored it, and made a treaty in 1750 with the

Piankafhas Indians.

ber.
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ber more, made a tour weftward for difcoveries, ehdeavotir-

ing to find the Ohio river j and afterwards he and general /.
Lewis, at fort Stanwix, purchafed from the Five Nations of

Indians the lands.lying on the north fide of Kentucky. Col.

Donaldfon, of Virginia, being employed by the ftate to run
'"

a line from 6 miles above the Long ifland, on Holfton, to

the mouth of the Great Kanhaway, and finding thereby that

an extenfive tradl of excellent country would be cut o£F to,

the Indians, was foliclted, by the inhabitants of Clinch and '';^

Holfton, to purchafe the lands lying on the north fide of)

Kentucky river from the Five Nations. This purchafe he coin- )

pleted for 500 pounds, fpecie. It was then agreed, to fix a

boundary line, running from the Long ifland on Holfton to

the head of Kentucky river ; thence down the fame to th^

mouth, thence up the Ohio, to the mouth of Great Kanha-

way : but this valuable purchafe the ftate refufed to con-

"^rm.

Richard Henderfon, of North Carolina, being informed

of this country by col. Boon, he and fome other gentle-

men held a treaty with the Cherokee Indians at Wataga, in

March 1775, and then purchafed from them the lands ly-

ing on the fouth fide of Kentucky river, for goods, at valu-

able rates, to the amount of 6000 pounds, fpecie.

Soon after this purchafe, the ftate of Virginia took the

tlarm, agreed to pay the money col. Donaldfon had con-

tracted for, and then difputed Mr. Henderfon's right of

purchafe, as a private gentleman of another ftate, in behalf

of himfelf : however, for his eminent fervices to this coun-

try, and for having been inftrumental in making fo valuable

I tin acquifition to Virginia, that ftate was pleafed to reward

him with a traft of land at the mouth of Green river, to

the amount of 200,000 acres } and the ftate of North

»arolina gave him the like quantity in Powel's valley. This

Sgion was formerly claimed by various tribes of Indians ;

Ivliofe title, if they had any, originated in fuch a manner,

)s to render it doubtful which ought to poflefs it : hence

X 3 thi*
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this fertile fpot became an 6b]e£t of contention, a theatre of

war, from which it was properly denominated the Bloody

Grounds. Their contentions not being likely to decide the

right to any particular tribe, as foon as Mr. Henderfon and

his friends propofed to purchafe, the Indians agreed to fell

;

and notwithftanding the valuable confideration they re-

ceived, have continued ever fince troublefome neighbours

to the new fettlers.

SITUATION AND BOUNDARIES.

Kentucky is fltuated, in its central part, near the la-

titude of 38° north, and 85° weft longitude, and lying

within the fifth climate, its longeft day is 14 hours 40 mi-

nutes. It is bounded on the north by Great Sandy creek ;

by the Ohio on the N. W. by North Carolina on the fouth j

and by the Cumberland mountain on the eaft ; being up-

wards of 250 miles in length, and 200 in breadth ; and is

at prefent divided into 3 counties, Lincoln, Fayette, and

Jefferfon j of which Fayette and Jefferfon are bounded by

the Ohio, and the river Kentucky feparates Fayette on its

north fide from the other two. There are at prdfent 8

towns laid off, and building, and more are propofed.

Louifville, at the falls of Ohio, and Beards town, are in

Jefferfon county ; Harrodlburg, Danville, and Boons-

burrow, in Lincoln county ; Lexington, Lees town, and

Greenville, in Fayette county ; the two laft being on Ken-

tucky river. At thefe and many other places, on this and

other rivers, infpefting-houfes are eftablifhed for tobacco,

which may be cultivated to great advantage, although not

altogether the ftaple commodity of the country.

RIVERS.

The beautiful river Ohio bounds Kentucky in its whole

length, being a mile and fometimes lefs in breadth, and is

fufficient to carry boats of great burden. Its general courfc

is fouth 60 degrees weft ; and in its courfc it receives num-

bers
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bers of large and fmall rivers, which pay tribute to its glory.

The only difadvantage this fine river has, is a rapid, one

Tnile and an half long, and one mile and a quarter broad,

called the falls of Ohio, In this place the river runs over a

rocky bottom, and the defcent is fo gradual, that the fall

does not probably in the whole exceed 20 feet. In fome

places we may obferve it to fall a few feet. When the

ftream is low, empty boats only can pafs and repafs this ra-

pid } their lading muft be tranfported by land ; but when

high, boats of any burden may pafs in fafety. Excepting

this place, there is not a finer river in the world for naviga-

tion by boats. Befides this, Kentucky is watered by 8 fmaller

rivers, and many large and fmall creeks.

Licking river heading in the mountains with Cumberland

river, and the north branch of Kentucky, runs in a N, "W.

direftion for upwards of ico miles, collecting its filver

ftreams from many branches, and is about 1 00 yards broad

at its mouth.

Red river * heads and interlocks with the main branch of

Licking, and flows in a S. W. courfe into Kentucky river,

being about 60 miles long, and 60 yards wide at its mouth.

The Kentucky river rifes, with 3 heads, from a moun-

tainous part of the country. Its northern branch interlocks

with Cumberland ; runs half way in a weftern direction,

and the other half north-wefterly. It is amazingly crooked,

upwards of 2CO miles in length, and about 150 yards broad.

Elkhorn is a fmall river which empties itfelfinto Ken-

tucky in a N. W. by W. courfe ; is about 50 miles long,

and 50 yards broad at the mouth,

Dick's river joins the Kentucky in a north-weft direftion ;

is about 45 miles long, and 45 yards wide at its mouth.

This river curioufly heads and interlocks its branches with

Salt river, Green river, and the waters of Rockcaftle river.

Salt river rifes at four difi^erent places near each other.

* This river is a principal branch of the Kentucky,

X 4 The
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The windings of this river are curious, rolling its flreamtf

round a fpacious tra£t of fine land, and uniting almoft 15

miles before they approach the Ohio, and 20 miles below

the falls. It is amazingly crooked., and runs a weftcrn

courfe near 90 miles.

Green river, interlocking with the heads of Dick's river,

as mentioned above, is alfo amazingly crooked, keeps a weft-

crn courfe for upwards of 150 miles, and is about 80 yards

wide at its mouth, which is about 220 miles below the falls.

Cumberland river interlocks with the northern branch of

Kentucky, as aforefaid ; and rolling round the other arms of

Kentucky among the mountains, in a fouthern courfe for

100 miles ; then in a fouth-weftern courfe for above 100

miles J
then in a fouthern and fouth-weftern courfe for

about 250 more, finds the Ohio, 413 miles below the falls.

At the fettlements it is 200 yards broad ; and at its mouth

300, having pafled through North Carolina in about half its'

courfe.

The Great Kanhaway, or New river, rifes in North Caro-

lina^ runs a northern and north-weft courfe for upwards of

400 miles, and finds the Ohio 400 miles above the falls.

It is about 500 yards wide at its mouth. Thefe two rivers

are juft mentioned, being beyond our limits. They run

contrary courfes, are exceeding large; and it is worth notice,

that Clinch, Holfton, Nolachucky, and Frenchbroad rivers,

take their rife between thefe two, or rather weftward of

New river, fome of them rifing and interlocking with it

;

and when they meet, form what is called the Tenafec river,

which runs a weftern courfe, and finds the Ohio 1 2 miles

below Cymberland river. It is very large, and has fpacious

tradts of fine land.

Thefe rivers are navigable for boats almoft to their foHrces,

without rapids, for the grcateft part of the year. This

country is generally level, and abounding with limeftone,

which ufually lies about 6 feet deep, except in hollows,

where

4
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where ftreams run, where we find the rock In the bottom

of the channel, /

The fprings and ftreams leflen in June, and continue low,

hindering navigation, until November, when the autumnal

rains foon prepare the rivers for boats, and replenifh the

whole country with water ; but although the ftreams de-

creafe, yet there is always fufKcient for domeftic ufes.

There are many fine fprings, that never fail ; every farmer

has a good one at leaft ; and excellent wells may eafily be tiug,

NATURE OF THE SOIL.

THE country, in fome p;irts, is nearjy level ; in others

not fo much fo ; in others again hilly, but moderately ; and

in fuch places there is moft water. The levels are not like

a carpet, but interfperfed with fmall rifings and declivities,

which form a beautiful profpeifl. A great part of the foil is

amazingly fertile -, fome not fo good, and fome poor. The

inhabitants diftinguifb its quality by firft, fecond, and third

rate lands ; and fcarcely any fuch thing as a marfh or fwamp

is to be found. There is a ridge, where Kentucky rifes,

nearly of the fize of a mountain.

All the land below the Great Kanhaway, until we come

near the waters of Licking river, is broken, hilly, and gene-

rally poor ; except in fome vallies, and on Little and Great

Sandy creeks, where there is fome firft rate land, but moftly

fecond and third rate. It is faid. thnt near this water is

found a pure fait rock. Upon the north braijch of Licking

we find a great body of firft rate land. This ftream runa

nearly parallel to the Ohio for a confiderable diftance, and

is about 7 miles from the mouth of Limeftone creek, where

is a fine harbour for boats coming down the Ohio, and now

a common landing. It is 65 miles from Lexington, to which

there is a large waggon road. The main branch of Licking

is about 22 miles from Limeftone. On this ftream we find

fome firft, but moftly fecond and third rate lands, and to-

wards its head fomething hilly. There we find the Blue
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licks, two fine fait fprings, where great plenty of fait may

be made. Round thefe licks the foil is poor for fome

diftance, being much impregnated with fait.

The fouthern branch of Licking, and all its other arms,

fpread through a great body of firft, and fome fecond rate

land, where there is abundance of cane, and fome fait licks

and fprings. On thefe feveral branches of Licking are good

mill feats, and navigation to the Ohio, from the fork down

to its mouth. The land is hilly, and generally poor, yet

along the ftreams and in vallies we find fome excellent

land.

The Elkhorn lands are much efteemed, being fituated in

abend of Kentucky river of great extent, in which this little

river, or rather large creek, rifes. Here we find moftly

firft rate land, and near the Kentucky river fecond and

third rate. This great traft is beautifully fituated, covered

with cane, wild rye, and clover j and many of the fi;reams

afford fine mill feats.

The lands below the mouth ofElkhorn, up Eagle creek,

and towards the Ohio, are hilly and poor, except thofe con-

tained in a great bend of the Ohio oppofite Great Miami,

cut off by the Bigbone and Banklick creeks interlocking,

and running feparate courfes. Here we find a great deal of

good land, but fomething hilly.

On Kentucky river we find many fertile vallies, or bot-

toms, along the river, efpecially towards its rife. There is

good hnd alfo on Red river, but towards the heads of this,

and Kentucky, the foil is broken j but even here, we find

in vallies, and along ftreams, a great deal of fruitful land.

Generally the foil, within a mile or two of Kentucky river,

is of the third and fourth rates ; from about that diftance,

as we leave it on either fide, we approach good lands. The

country through which it winds its courfe, for the moft part,

may be confidered as level to its banks, or rather precipices }

from the brow of which we behold the river, 3 and fome-

tiraea
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I
times 400 feet deep, like a great canal. For a more parti-

^;ular account of this, we refer the reader to where we treat

©f the curioflties of Kentucky.

Dick's river runs through a great body of firft rate land,

abounding everywhere with cane, and affords many excellent

mill feats. Many mills are already built on this ftream, and

will have a plentiful fupply of water in the dryeft feafons.

The banks of this river, near its mouth, are fimilar to the

banks of Kentucky. The feveral flreams and branches of

Salt river afford excellent mill feats. Thefe roll themfelves

through a great trail of excellent land j but the country from

the jun6lion of thefe waters, and fome miles above towards

the Ohio, which may be about 25 miles, is level and poor,

and has abundance of ponds. For a conliderable diftance

from the head of this river, the land is of the firft quality,

well fituated, and abounds with fine cane. Upon this and

Dick's river, the inhabitants are chiefly fettled, it being the

fafeft part of the country from the incurfions of the In-

dians.

Green river affords excellent mill feats, and a conftant

ftream. This is allowed to be the beft watered part of

Kentucky. On its banks we find many fine bottoms, fome

firft rate, but moftly fecond and third rate lands ; and at

fome diftance, many knobs, ridges, and broken poor land.

Below a creek, called Sinking creek, on this river, within

50 miles of Ohio, towards Salt river, a great territory begins,

called Green river barrons, extending to the Ohio. It

has no timber, and little water, but affords excellent paftur-

age for cattle. On fome parts of this river we find abun-

dance of cane, fome fait licks, and fulphureous and bituminous

fprings. South of Green i-iver, in the lands referved for the

continental and ftate troops of Virginia, an exceeding valu-

able lead mine has lately been difcovered. Iron ore is found

on Rough creek, a ftream running into this river. That

part of Cumberland river which is in the Kentucky country,

traverfes
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traverfes a hilly poor land, though in fome parts we find good

foil along its fides. The other rivers I mentioned (viz;

Great ' Kanhaway and Tenafee) are not in the Kentucky

country, and therefore do not come properly within my
plan.

The reader, by cafting his eye upon the map, and viewing

round the heads of Licking, from the Ohio, and round the

htads of Kentucky, Dick's river, and down Green river to

the Ohio, may view, in that great compafs of above loo

miles fquare, the moft extraordinary country upon which

the fun ever fhone.

The Ohio river, the great refervoir of all the numerous

rivers that flow into it from both fides, has many fine

Tallies along its banks •, and we obferve that oppofite to each

of them there is a hill ; thefe hills and bottoms changing

fides alternately. It only remains under this head to inform

the reader that there is a great body of firftrate land near the

falls, or rapids, called Bare-grafs j and it will be fufficient

jufl: to mention that the country on the N. W. fide of the

Ohio is allowed by all travellers to be a moil fertile, level

country, and well watered.

AIR AND CLIMATE.

This country is more temperate and healthy than the

other fettled parts of America. In fummer it has not the

fandy heats which Virginia and Carolina experience, and

receives a Tine air from its rivers. In winter, which at moft

only lafl:s three months, commonly two, and is but feldom

fcvere, the people are fafe in bad houfes ; and the beads

have a good fupply without fodder. The winter begins

about chriftmas, and ends about the firft of March, at fartheft

does not exceed the middle of that month. Snow feldom

falls deep or lies long. The weft winds often bring ftorms,

and the eaft winds clear the fky ; but there is no fteady

rule of weather in that refpe<St, as in the northern ftatcs.

The
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The weft winds are fometimes cold and nitrous. The Ohio

running in that diredtion, and there being mountains on

that quarter, the wefterly winds, by fweeping along their

tops, in the cold regions of the air, and over a long tra^

of frozen water, coliedl cold in their courfe, and convey it

over the Kentucky country 5 but the weather is not fo in-

tenfely fevere as thefe winds bring with them in Pennfylva-

nia. The air and feafons depend very much on the winds,

as to heat and cold, drynefs and moifture.

son, AND PRODUCE.

The foil of Kentucky is of a loofe, deep, black mouldy

without fand, in the firft rate lands about 2 or 3 feet deep,

and exceeding luxurious in all its produftions. In fom?

places the mould inclines to brown. In fome the wood, as

the natural confequence of too rich a foil, is of little value,

appearing, like dead timber and large ftumps in a field lately

cleared. Thefe parts are not confiderable. The country

in general may be conlidered as well timbered, producing

large trees of many kinds, and to be exceeded by no country

in variety.. Thofe which are peculiar to Kentucky are tht

fugar-tree, which grows in all parts in great abundance, and

fumiflies every family with plenty of excellent fugar. The

honey-locuft is ourioufly furrounded with large thorny

fpikes bearing broad and long pods in form of peas, has a

fjveet tafte, and makes excellent beer.

The cofFce-tree greatly refembles the black oak, grows:

large, and alfo bears a pod, in which ^ enclofed coffee.

The papaw-tree does not grow to a great fize, is a foft wood,

bears a fine fruit, much like a cucumber in fliape and fize, and

taftes fweet. The cucumber-tree is fmall and foft, with re-

markable leaves, and bears a fruit muclvrefembling that froni

which it is named. Black mulberry trees are in abundance.

The wild cherry-tree is here frequent, of large fize, and

lupplies the inhabitants with boards for all their buildings.

Here
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Here alfo is the buck-eye, an exceeding foft wood, bearing

a remarkable black fruit, and fome other kinds of trees not

common elfewhere. Here is a great plenty of fine cane, on

which the cattle feed, and grow fat. This plant in general

grows from 3 to 12 feet high, of a hard fubftance, with

joints at 8 or 10 inches diftance along the ftalk, from which

procjeed leaves refembling thofe of the willow. There are

many cane brakes fo thick and tall, that it is difficult to pafs

through them. Where no cane grows there is abundance

of wild rye, clover, and buffalo grafs, covering vaft tradls

of country, and affording excellent food for cattle. The

fields are covered with- abundance of wild herbage not com-

mon to other countries—the fhawanefe fallad, wild lettuce,

and pepper-grafs, and many more, as yet unknown to the

inhabitants, but which, no doubt, have excellent virtues.

Here are feen the fineft crown-imperials in the world, the

cardinal flower, fo much extolled for its fcarlet colour ; and

all the year, excepting the winter months, the plains and val-

lies are adorned with variety of flowers of the mofl: admira-

ble beauty. Here is alfo found the tulip-bearing laurel-tree,

or magnolia, which has an exquifite fmell, and continues to

bloflbm and feed for feveral months together.

This country is richeft on the higher lands, exceeding the

finefl: low grounds in the fettled parts of the continent.

When cultivated it produces ii) common 50 and 60 bufliels

per acre j and I have heard it afiirmed by credible perfons,

that above 100 bufiiels of good corn were produced from an

acre in one feafon. The firft rate land is too rich for

wheat till it have been reduced by 4 or 5 years cultivation.

Col. Harrod, a gentleman of veracity in Kentucky, has

lately experienced the production of fmall grain, and affirms,

that he had 35 buftiels of wheat, and 50 bufhels of rye

per acre.

I think, in common, the land will produce about 30

bufliels of wheat and rye, upon a moderate computation,

per
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per acre ; and this is the general opinion of the inhabitants.

We may fuppofe that barley and oats will increafe abundant-

ly ; as yet they have not been fufficiently tried. The foil is

Tery favourable to flax and hemp, turnips, potatoes, and cot-

ton, which grow in abundance ; and the fecond, third, and

fourth rate lands are as proper for fmall grain. Thefe ac-

counts of fuch amazing fertility may, to fome, appear incre-

dible, but are certainly true. Every hufbandman may have

a good garden or meadow, without water or manure, where

he pleafes. The foil, which is not of a thirfty nature, is

commonly well fupplied with plentiful fliowers.

Iron ore and lead are found in abundance, but we do not

hear of any iilver or gold mine as yet difcovered.

The Aveftern waters produce plenty of fifh and fowl. The
fifh, common to the waters of the Ohio, are the buiFalo-iifti,

of a large fize, and the cat-fifh, fometimes exceeding 100

weight. Trout have been taken in Kentucky weighing 30
pounds. The mullet, rock, perch, gar-fifh, and eel, are

here in great plenty. Suckers, fun-fifli, and other hook-fifh,

are abundant ; but no fhad or herrings. We may fuppofe

with a degree of certainty, that there are large fubterraneous

aqueducts ftored with fifh, from whence fine fprings arife

in many parts, producing fine hook-fifla in variety. On .

thefe waters, and efpecially on the Ohio, the geefe and

ducks arc amazingly numerous.

The land fowls are turkies, which are very frequent,

pheafants and partridges *. The paroquet, a bird every

way refembling a parrot, but much fmaller j the ivory-bill

woodcock, of a whitifh colour, with a white plume, fl^ies

fcreaming exceeding fharp. It is afferted that the bill of

this bird is pure ivory, a circumftance very fingular in the

plumy tribe. The great owl refembles its fpecies in other

parts, but is remarkably different in its vociferation, fome-

* What is called a partridge by moft people in America is a

--qwail, and what is called a pheafant is a fpecies of groufe.

times
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times making a ftrangc furprifing noife, like a man in the

moft extreme danger and diiSicuky.

Serpents are not numerous, and are fuch as are to be-

found in other parts of the continent, except the bull, the

horned, and the mockafon fnakes. Swamps are rare, and

confequently frogs and other reptiles common to fuch

places. There are no fwarms of bees, except fuch as have

been introduced by the prefent inhabitants.

QUADRUPEDS.

Among the native animals are the urus, blfon, or zorax,

defcribed by Cefar, which vsre call a buffalo, much refem-r

bling a large bull, of a great fize, with a large head, thick,

fliort, crooked horns, and broader in his forepart than be-

hind. Upon his flioulder is a large lump of flefh, covered

tirith a thick bofs of long wool and curly hair, of a dark

brown colour. They do not rife from the ground as our cattle,

but fpring up at once upon their feet ; are of a broad make,

and clumfy appearance, with fhort legs, but run faft, and

turn not aiide for any thing when chafed, except a ftanding

tree. They weigh from 500 to 1 000 weight, are excellent

meat, fupplying the inhabitants in many paints with beef, and

their hides make good leather. I have heard a hujiter aflert,

he faw above 1000 buffaloes at the Blue licks at once ; fo nu-

merous were they before the firfl fettlers had wantonly fport-

cd away their lives. There ftill remains a great number in

the exterior parts of the fettlement. Theyfced upon cane and

grafs, ns other cattle, and are innocent harmlefs creatures.

There are flill to be found many deer, elks, and bears,

"within the fettlement, and many more on the borders of it.

There are alfo panthers, wild cats, and wolves.

The waters have plenty of beavers, otters, minks, and

muik-rats : nor are the animals common to other parts want-

ing, fuch as foxes, rabbits, fquirrcls, racoons, ground-hogs,

pole-cats, and opolTums, Mofl of the fpecies of the do-

raeftic
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meftic quadrupeds have been introduced fince the fettle-

ment, fuch as horfes, cows, fheep, and hogs, which are pro-

.digioufly multiplied, fuffered to run in the woods without a

keeper, and only brought home when wanted.

INHABITANTS. -•

An accurate account is kept of all the male inhabitants

above the age of 16, who are rated towards the expences

of the government by the name of tithables ; from which,

by allowing that thofe fo enrolled amount to a fourth part

of the whole inhabitants, we may conclude that Kentucky

ccMitains, at prefent, upwards of 30,000 fouls* : fo amazing-

ly rapid has been the fettlement in a few years. Numbers

^e daily arriving, and multitudes expe(n:ed this fall j which

gives a well-grounded expeftation that the country will be

exceedingly populous in a fhort time. The inliabitants, at

preient, have not extraordinary good houfes, as is ufual in a

newly fettled country.

They are, in general, polite, humane, hofpitable, and

very cdmplaifant. Being colle£ted from different parts of

the continent, they have a diverfity of manners, cuftoms,

and religions, which may, in time, perhaps, be modified to

one uniform. As yet united to the ftate of Virginia, they

are governed by her wholefome laws, which are virtuoufly

executed, and with excellent decorum. Schools for educa-

tion are formed, and a college is appointed by adt of affem-

bly of Virginia, to be founded under the conducl of truf«

tees in Kentucky, and endowed with lands for its ufe. An
excellent library is likewife beftowed upon this femlnary by

the rev. John Todd, of Virginia.

The anabaptifts were the firft that promoted public wor-

fhlp in Kentucky ; and .the prefbyterians have formed 3

large congregations near Harrod's ftation, and have engaged

* This eftiraate, the reader will recolleft, was made in 1 784*

It Ut aflerted that zo,ooo migrated hither in 1 787*

Y the
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the rev. David Rice, of Virginia, to be their paftor. At

Lexington, 35 miles from thefe, they have formed another

large congregation, and invited the rev. Mr. Rankin, of

Virginia, to undertake that charge among them. At pre-

fent there are no other religious focieties formed, although

feveral other fedts have nunierous adherents. But from

thefe early movements it is hoped that Kentucky will emi-

nently fliine in learning and piety, which will fulfil the wifh

of every virtuous citizen.

CURIOSITIES.

Amongst the natural curiofities of this country, the

winding banks, or rather precipices of Kentucky and

Dick's rivers, deferve the firfl: place. The altonifhed eye

there beholds almoft every where 3 or 400 feet of a folid

perpendicular limeftone rock ; in fome parts a fine white

marble, either curioufly arched, pillared, or blocked up into

fine building ftones. Thefe precipices, as was obferved be-

fore, are like the fides of a deep trench, or canal ; the land

above being level, except where creeks fet in, and crowned

with fine groves of red cedar. It is only at particular places

that this river can be crofTed, one of which is worthy of

admiration ; a great road large enough for waggons made

by the buffalo, floping with an eafy defcent from the top to

the bottom of a very large ftcep hill, at or near the river

above Lees-town.

Caves are found in thrs country amazingly large ; in

fome of which you may travel feveral miles under a fine

limeftone rock, fupportcd by curious arches and pillars : in

mofl: of them runs a fiream of water.

Near the head of Salt river a fubterranean lake, or large

pond, has lately been difcovered. Col. Bowman fays, that

he and a companion travelled in one 4 hours till he luckily

came to the mouth again. The fame gentleman mentions

another which operates like an air furnace, and contains

much
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inucli fulphur. An adventurer in any of thefe will have a

perfedl idea of primceval darknefs.

There appear to be great natural floras of. fulphur and

fait in this country. A fpring at Boonfburrow conftantly

emits fulphureous particles, and near the fame place is a fait

fpring. There is another fulphureous fpring upon Four

Mile creek, a third upon Green river, and many others in

different places, abounding with that ufeful mineral.

There are 3 fprings or ponds of bitumen near Green

river, which do not form a ftream, but difgorge themfelves

into a common refervoir, and when ufed in lamps anfwer

all the purpofes of the fineft oil.

There are different places abounding with copperas, eafily

procured, and in its prefent impure ftate fufficient for the

ufe of the inhabitants : and when refined, equal to any in

the world.

There is an alum-bank on the fouth fide of Cumberland

river, fituated at the bottom of a cliff of rocks projedling

over it. In its prefent ftate it has the appearance, and pof-

feffes the virtues of that mineral, and when purified is a

beautiful alum.

Many fine fait fprings conftantly emit water, which, b -

ing manufactured, affords great quantities of fine fait. At

prefent there is but one, called Bullet's lick, improved, and

this affords fait fufiicient for all Kentucky, and exports

fome to the Illinois. Drinnon's lick, the Big-bone, and the

Blue licks, fend forth ftreams of fait water. The Nob lick,

and many others, do not produce water, but confift of clay

mixed with fait particles : to thefe the cattle repair, and re-

duce high hills rather to vallies than plains. The amazing

herds of buffalo which refort thither, by their fize and,

number, fill the traveller with amazement and terror, efpe-

cially when he beholds the prodigious roads they have made

from all quarters, as if leading to fome populous city ; the

aft fpace of land around thefe fprings defolated as if by a

Y 2 ravaging
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ravaging enemy, and hills reduced to plains ; for the land

near thofe fprings is chiefly hilly. Thefe are truly curio-

flties, and the eye can fcarcely be fatisficd with admiring

them.

A medicinal fpring is found near the Great-bone lick^

which has perfe£tly cured the itch by once bathing ; and

experience in time may difcover in it other virtues. There

is another of like nature near Drinnon's lick.

Near Lexington are to be feen curious fepulchres, full of

human fkeletons, which are thus fabricated. Firft on the

ground are laid large broad ftones •, on thefe were placed

the bodies, feparated from each other by broad ftones,

covered with others, which ferve as a balls for the next ar-

rangement of bodies. In this order they are built, without

mortar, growing ftill narrower to the height of a man.

This method of burying appears to be totally different from

that now praftifed by the Indians. At a fait fpring near

Ohio river, vefy large bones are found, far furpafling the

fize of any fpecies of animals now in America. The head

appears to have been about 3 feet long, the ribs ^, and the

thigh bones about 4 ; one of which is reptJfited In the

Ubrary in Philadelphia, and faid to weigh 78 pounds. The

tufks are above a foot in length, the grinders about 5

inches fquare, and 8 inches long. Thefe bones have equally

excited the amazement of the ignorant, and attracted the

attention of the philofopher. Specimens of them have been

feht both to France and England, where they have been ex-

amined with the greateft diligence, and found upon com-

parifon to be remains of the fame fpecies of animals that

produced thofe other foflil bones which have been dis-

covered in Tartary, Chili, and feveral other places, both of

the old and new continent. What animal this is, and by

what means its ruins are found in regions fo widely difFer-

ent, and where none fuch exifts at prcfent, is a queftion of

more diiHcult deciiion. The ignorant »nd fuperititious Tat'

tars
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tars attribute them to a creature, whom they call Malmon,

who, they fay, ufually refides at the bottom of the rivers,

and of whom they relate many marvellous ftories j but as

this is an aflertion totally divefted of proof, and even of pro-

bability, it has juftly been rejected by the learned j and on

the other hand it is certain, that no fuch amphibious qua-

druped exifts in our american waters. The bones them-

felves bear a great refemblance to thofe of the elephant.

There is no other terreftrial animal now known large

enough to produce them*. The tuflcs with which they are

equally furniflied, equally produce true ivory. Thefe ex-

ternal refemblances have generally made fuperficial obferv-

crs conclude, that they could belong to no other than that

prince of quadrupeds ; and when they firft drew the atten-

tion of the world, philofophers feem to have fubfcribed to

the fame opinion.—But if fo, whence is it that the whole

fpecies has difappeared from America ? An animal fo labori-

ous and fo docile, that the induftry of the Peruvians, which

reduced to fervitude and fubjei^icd to education fpecies fo

vaftly inferior in thofe qualities, as the llama and the paca,

could never have overlooked the elephant, if he had been

to be found in their country. Whence is it that thefe

bones are found in climates where the elephant, a native o£

the torrid zone, cannot even fublift in his wild ftate, and

in a ftate of fervitude will not propagate ? Thefe are diffi-

culties fufficient to ftagger credulity itfelf j and at length

produced the inquiries of Dr. Hunter. That celebrated

anatomift, having procured fpeclmens from the Ohio, ex-

amined them with that accuracy for which he is fo much

* Thofe found in Siberia, in the regions of the Lena and other

places, are called in Ruffia mammotovokofti, or mammot's bones.

Numbers of them are to be feen in the mufeum of the imperial

academy of faiences at St. Peterfburg, and are of a wonderful

magnitude. One half of a jaw, with the t;feth, is as much as a

ftrong man can lift from the ground, and a fingle joint of the ver-

tebra? of the back bones weighs 40 or 50 pounds.

—

Edit.

Y 3 diftin-
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diftinguiflied. He difcovered a confiderable difference oe-

twecn the fliape and ftructure of the bones, and thofe of

the elephant. He obferved, from the form of the teeth,

that they muft have belonged to a carnivorous animal

;

whereas the habits of the elephant are foreign to fuch fuf-

tenance, and his jaws totally unprovided with the teeth ne-

cefTary for its ufe : and from the whole he concluded, to

the fatisfaftion of naturalifts, that thefe bones belonged to

a quadruped now unknown, and whofe race is probably ex-

tinct, unlefs it may be found in the extenfive continent of

New Holland, whofe recefles have not yet been pervaded

by the curiofity or avidity of civilized man. Can then fo

great a link have perifhed from the chain of nature ? Hap-

py we that it has. How formidable an enemy to the human

fpecies, an animal as large as the elephant, the tyrant of

the forefts, perhaps the devourer of man ! Nations, fuch

as th^ Indians, muft have been in perpetual alarm. The

animofities among the various tribes muft have been fuf-

pended till the common enemy, who threatened the very

cxiftence of all, fhould be extirpated. To this circum-

ftance we are probably Indebted for a facl, which is perhaps

lingular in Its kind, the extinction of a whole race of ani-

mals froip the fyftem of nature.

RIGHTS OF LAND.

The proprietors of the Kentucky lands obtain their pa-

tents from Virginia, and their rights are of three kinds, viz.

Thofe which arife from military fervice, from fettlcment

and pre-emption, or from warrants from the treafury. The

military rights are held by officers, or their reprefentatives,

as a reward for fcrvices done in one of the two laft wars.

The fettlement and pre-emption rights arife from occupation.

Every man who, before March 1780, had remained In the

country one year, or raifed a crop of corn, was allowed to

havo
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liave a fettletnent of 400 acres, and a pre-emption adjoin-

ing it of 1 000 acres. Every man who had only built a

cabin, or made any improvement by himfelf or others, was

entitled to a pre-emption of 1000 acres where fuch im-

provement was made.

In March 1780, the fettlement and pre-emption rights

ceafed, and treafury warrants were afterwards iflued, au-

thorizing their pofTefTor to locate the quantity of land meiv-

tioned in them, wherever it could be found vacant in Vir-

ginia.

The mode of procedure in thefe affairs may be inftruc-

tive to the reader. After the entry is made in the land-

office, there being one in each county, the perfon making the

entry takes out a copy of the location, and proceeds to fur-

vey when he pleafes. The plot and certificate of fuch fur-

yey muft be returned to the -office within 3 months after

the furvey is made, there to be recorded ; and a copy of the

record muft be taken out in 12 months after the return of

the furvey, and produced to the affiftant regifter of the land-

office in Kentucky, where it muft lie 6 months, that prior

locators may have time and opportunity to enter a caveat,

and prove their better right. If no caveat is entered in that

time, the plot and certificate are fent to the land-office at

Richmond in Virginia, and 3 months more are allowed to

have the patent returned to the owner.

The validity of the right of Virginia to this extenfive

weftern territory has been difputed by fome, but without

reafon. The weftern boundary of that ftate, by charter,

|-eftri£led by the treaty of Paris, in 1763, is fixed upon the

Ohio river. She has purchafed the foil from the Indians,

has firft fettled it, and eftabliflied wholefome laws for the

regulation and government of the inhabitants ; and there-

fore we conclude, that the right of Virginia to Kentucky is

as permanent as the independence of America,

y 4 TRADE
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TRADE OF KENTUCKY.

A CONVENIENT Situation for commerce is the grand hinge

upon which the population, riches, and happinefs of every

country greatly depend. I believe many conceive the fitua-

tion of Kentucky to be unfavourable in this refpeft. I con-

fefs, when I firft vifited this country, I was of the opinion of

other mifinformed men, that the beft channel was from

Philadelphia or Baltimore, by the way of Pittfburg, and

from thence down the Ohioj and upon account of the dif-

ficulties and expences attending this route, for which there

is no remedy, that goods would ever be dear. This opinion

I have fince reprobated, as the effeft of ignorance of the

trade up the MifHiEppi from New Orleans, or Mantchac, at

the river or gut Iberville.

Thofe who are acquainted with America know the Mif-

fiffippi and Ohio rivers to be the key to the northern parts

of the fouthern continent. Thefe are the principal chan-

nels through which that extenfive region, bathed by their

•waters, and enriched by the many ftreams they receive,

communicate with the fea, and may truly be confidercd as

the great paflage made by the hand of nature for a variety

of valuable purpofes, and principally to promote the happi-

nefs and benefit of mankind ; amongft which, the convey-

ance of the produce of that immenfe and fertile country ly-

ing weftward of the United States is not the leaft. A fliort

defcription of thefe rivers, and fome others flowing into

them, are objedls fubmitted to the reader's attention, in

order to form a juft idea of the favourable commercial cir-

cumrtances of that important country.

The Ohio river begins at Pittfburg, 320 miles weft of

Philadelphia, being there formed by the juniSlion of the Al-

legany and Monongahela rivers, and, running a winding

courfc of S. 60" well, falls into the Miffiflippi 1 074 miles,

by
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by the meanders of the river, below Pittfburg *. The onlj'

obftru^ion to navigation on this river are the rapids, as dc-

fcribed before under the defcription of the Kentucky rivers $

but they are paffed in fafety when the ftream is high.

Th6

* The navigation of the Ohio, in a dry feafon, is rather trouble-

fome from fort Pitt to the Mingo town (about 75 miles), but from
thence to the Miffiffippi, there is always a fufficient depth of water
for barges, carrying from 100 to 200 tens burden, built in the

manner of thofe which are ufed on the river Thames between
London and Oxford ; to wit, from 1 00 to 1 20 feet in the keel,

1 6 to 18 feet in breadth, and 4 feet in depth, and when loaded*

drawing about 3 feet water.

The rapids, in a dry feafon, are difficult to defcend with loaded

boats or barges, without a good pilot ; it would be advifable,

thSrefore, for the bargemen, in fuch feafon, rather than run any
rifk in pafling them, to unload part of their cargoes, and re-lhip it

when the barges have got through the rapids. It may, however*

be proper to obferve, that loaded boats in frelhes have been eafdy

rowed againft the ftream (up the rapids), and that others, by
means only of a large fail, have afcended them.

In a dry feafon, the defcent of the rapids, in the diftance of a.

mile, is about 12 or 15 feet, and the paffage down would not be
difficult, except perhaps for the following reafons : Two miles

above them the river is deep, and three quarters of a mile broad

(near three fourths of the bed of the river, on the fouth-eaftern

fide of it, being filled with a flat limeftone rock, fo that, in a dry
feafon, there is feldom more than 6 or 8 inches water) ; it is upon
the northern fide of the river; and being confined, above men-
tioned, the defcending waters tumble over the rapids with a con-

fiderable degree of celerity and force. The channel is of different

depths, but no where, I think, lefs than 5 feet ; it is clear, and
upon each fide of it are large broken rocks, a few inches under
water. Col. Gordon, in his journal down the Ohio, mentions,
•< that thefe falls do nnt defcrve that name, as the ftream on the,

north fide has no fudden pitch, but only runs rapid over the ledges

of a flat rock ; feveral boats," he fays, " paffed it in the drjejifeafon

ef the year ; unloading one third of their freight. They paffed oa
the north fide, where the carrying-place is three quarters of a mile

lone. On the fouth-eaft fide it is about half that diftance ; and is

reckoned the fafeft paffage for thofe who are unacquainted with it

;

but it is the moft tedious, as during part of the fummer and fall,

the batteaux-raen drag their boats over the flat rock. The fall is

about half a mile rapid water, which, however, is paffable, by
jading and dragging the boat againft the ftream, when loweft

;

and
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The moft remarkable branches compofing the head waters

of Ohio are Red-ftone creek, Cheat river, and Yohogania.

"I^hefe waters are navigable to a confiderable diftance above

Pittfburg, from November until June, and the Ohio 3

nionth longer; but from Great Kanhaway, which is 1961-

piiles below Pitrfburg, the ftream is navigable moll: of the

year. Down this river great quantities of goods are

brought, and fome are conveyed up the Kentucky rivers.

Others on horfeback, or in waggons, to the fettled part, and

fold on an average at 100 pounds per cent, advance.

The current of the Ohio defcends about 2 miles an hour

iji autumn, and %yhpn the waters are high about 4 miles.

'J'hoife of the Kentucky rivers are much the fame, and

without rapids, and are of immenfe value to the country,

affording fifli and fowl, and tranfportation of the produce

pf the country to the beft market. Thefe rivers increafe

the Ohio more in depth than breadth. At its mouth it i^

i^pt mpre than if mile iu width, and enters the Mlfliffippi

^n a fouth-weft diredlion with a flow current, and a fine

iphannel. This great river, at the jun£lion with the Ohio,

i;:uns in a S. E. diredlion, and afterwards in a S. W. having

been a little before joined by a greater river called Mifpuri,

y/hich runs in an eaftward diredlion through Louiliana, and

afterwards communicates to the Mifliflippi its own muddy

and n;iajel\ic appearance. The depth is, in common, 8 or.

10 fathoms, until you approach its mouth, which empties

^tfelf by feveral channels into the gulf of Mexico. Here the

pa,vigation \$ dangerous, on accpunt of the many iflands,

fan.d-bars, and logs, interfperfed in its mouth, which is

about 20 miles wide. This difadvantage may be remedied

and with dill greater cafe, when the water is raifed a little."—Sec

jhc annexed nlan, which is a correft defcription of thefe rapids.

—

H he Rapids are nearly in latitude 38° 8 ; and the only Indian vil-

liigc, in I 766, on the banks of the Ohio, between them and fort

JPitt, was on the north- weft fide, 75 miles helow Pittfburg, calle4

\he Mingo town j it contained 60 families.

—

Edit.

almof^
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almoft in the fame manner that the ftream was difconcerted.

The conflit^ between the fea and this mighty river, which

brings down with its ftream great numbers of trees, mud,

leaves, &c. caufes them to fubfide, and form fhoals. One of

thefe trees, flopped by its roots or branches, will foon be

joined by thoufands more, and Co fixed, that no human

force is able to remove them. In time they are confolidat-

ed, every flood adds another layer to their height, forming

iflands, which at length are covered with fhrubs, grafs, and

cane, and forcibly fhift the bed of the river. In this man-

ner we fuppofe moft of the country on each fide of the

Mifliflippi, below the Iberville, to have been formed, by

iflands uniting to iflands, which, in a fucceflion of time,

have greatly encroached on the fea, and produced an ex-

tenfxve tradt of country. If fome of the floating timber at

the mouths of this river were moved into fome of the chani

nels, numbers more would incorporate with, them ; and the

current being impeded in thefe, the whole force of the river

uniting, one important channel would forcibly be opened,

and fufHciently cleared to admit of the moft excellent navi-

gation.

About 99 miles above Orleans is a fort, now called

Mantchac by the Spaniards ; formerly Fort Bute by the

Englifli, who built it. Near this is a large gut, formed by

the Mifliffippi, on the eaft fide, called Iberville ; fome have

dignified it with the name of river, when the Mifliffippi, its

fource, is high, This is navigable, at moft, not above 4
months in the year for the firft 10 imiles ; for 3 miles

further it is from 2 to 6 feet in autumn, and from 2 to 4 fa-

thoms the remaining part of the way to lake Maurepas, re-

ceiving in its courfe the river Amit, which is navigable for

batteaux to a confiderable diftance.

Lake Maurepas is about 10 railea in length, and 7 irj.

breadth ; and there is a pafTage of 7 miles between this and

Jake Pontchartr^in.

Lake
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Lake Pontchartrain is about 40 miles long, 24 broad, and

J 8 feet deep. From this lake to the fea the channel is 10

|5;iiles long, and 300 yards wide; and the water deep

enough to admit large vefTels through thefe lakes, and their

communications. This place, if attended to, might be of

cqnfequence to all the weftern country, and to the com*

^erce of Wefl Florida : for it may reafonably be fuppofed,

that the inhabitants and traders of the weftern country

would rather trade at this place than at New Orleans, if

they could have as good returns for their peltry, and the

produce of their foil, as it makes a confiderable difference in

th^ir voyage, and faves labour^j money, and tirpe. Expe-

rience will doubtlefs produce confiderable improvements^

and render the navigation of the Mifliflippi, either by thefc

Jakes, or New Orleans, nearly as cheap as any other. That

the MifTiflippi can anfwer every valuable purpofe of trade

9jQd cpmmerce is proved already to a demonftration by ex-

perience.

\ have reafon to believe that the time is not far diftant

when ]^Jew Orleans will be a great trading city, and perhaps

•pother will be built near M^ntchac, at Iberville, that may

^n time rival its^ glory.

A prodigious number of iflands, feme of which arc of

great extentj are interfperfed in that mighty river ; and the

difficulty in afgending it in the fpring, when the floods arc

high, is compenfated by eddies or counter currents, which

inoilly run in the bends near the banks of the river with

^learly equal velocity againft the ftrcam, and affift the af-

ccnding boats. 'I his river is rapid in thofe parts which

have clufters of iflands, fhoals, and fand-banks ; but the

rapidity of thcie places will be no inconvenience to the new-

ly invented mechanical boats *, it being their peculiar pro-

perty to fail bcft in fuiart currents.

From

* This plan is now in agitation in Virginia, and recommended

to povernmer.t by Xwo centlcmcn pf the firft rate abilities, Mr.
^

• Charles
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From New Orleans to the falls of Ohio, isatteaux, carry-'

ing about 40 tons, have been rowed by 1 8 or 20 men in ^

or 10 weeksj which, at the extent, will not amount t(J

more than 500 pounds expence, which experience has

proved to be about one-third of that from Philadelphia; It

is highly probable that in time the diftance will be exceed-

ingly fhortened by cutting acrofs bends of the river.

Charlevoix relates, that at Coupes or Cut-point, the river

formerly made a great turn, and feme Canadians^ by dep]^-

"ening the channel of a fmail brook, diverted the waters of

the river into it. The impetuofity of the ftream was fo vio-

lent, and the foil of fo rich and loofe a quality, that iti ^

fhort time the point was entirely cut through, and the Old

channel left dry, except in inundations, by which ti-avellers

fave 14 leagues of their voyage. The new channel has been

founded v/ith a line of 30 fathoms without finding bottopl.

When the diftance is fhortened, which I believe may readily

be done, and the mechanical boats brought to their higheft

improvement, the expences of a voyage from New Orleans

to the falls of Ohio will be attended with inconiiderable ex-

peftce. Now we know by experience that 40 tons of goodii

cannot be taken to the falls of Ohio from Philadelphia un^

der 1660 pounds expence ; but by improvements on the

Miffiffippij with the conveniences of thefe boats, goods tari

be brought from New Orleans to the falls for the tenth

part of that expenee ; and if they are fold at 100 pounds

per cent, now, when brought from Philadelphia at expences

fo great, what may the merchant afford to fell his goods atj

who brings them fo much cheaper ? befides the great ad-

vantages arifing from the exporting of peltry, and country

Charles Rumfey and Dr. James M'Macken. Their propofals arej

« to conftruft a fpecies of boat, of the burden of 10 tons, that Ihali

fail, ©r be propelled by the force of mechanical pov/ers thereto ap-

plied, up the ftream of a frefh water river the diftance of between

25 and 40 miles a day, notwithftanding the velocity of the water
Ihould move at the rate of 10 miles an hour, to be wrought at no
greater expence than that of 3 hands-.''

pfodue&^
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produce, which never can be conveyed to -any of the eafi-

ern ports to any advantage. It is evident alfo that the

market from which they receive imports, muft confequently

receive their exports, which is the only return they can

poffibly make.

By flating the commerce of Kentucky in its proper

terms, we find the expences fuch, that we conclude with

propriety, that that country will be fupplied with goods r.s

cheap as if fituated but 40 miles from Philadelphia.

But perhaps it will be replied, New Orleans is in the pof-

feffion of the Spaniards, who, whenever they pleafe, may

ihake ufe of that fort, and fome others they have on the

Miffiffippi, to pi event the navigation, and ruin the trade*

The pafTage thro+jgh Iberville is alio fubjeft to the Spaniards,

and, befides, inconvenient ; that flream continuing fo (hort

a time, and in the moft difadvantagcous feafon.

I grant it will be abfurJ to expe(fb a free navigation of the

Miffiffippi whilft the Spaniards are in pofieffion of New
Orleans. To fuppofe it, is an idea calculated to impofe

only upon the weak. They may perhaps trade with us

upon their own terms, while they think it confiftent with

their intercft *, but no fricndffiip in trade exifts when in-

tereft expires; therefore, when the weftern country be-

comes populous and ripe for trade, found policy tells us the

Floridas muft be ours too. According to the articles of the

definitive treaty, we are to have a free and unmoleftcd navi-

gation of the Miffiffippi ; but experience teaches mankind

that treaties are not always to be depended upon, the moft

foleran being broken. Hence we learn that no one fhould

put much faith in any ftate j and the trade and commerce of

the Miffiffippi river cannot be fo well fecured in any othef

pofleffion as our own.

* Article 8th of the late definitive treaty, fays, The navigation

of the iS'hirifiippi river, irom itj fource to the ocean, (hall for ever

remain free and open to the fubjcfts of Great Britain and the citi-

zens of the United States.

Although
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Although the Iberville only admits of a fhort ihd incon-

venient navigation, yet if a commercial town were built

thercj it would be the centre of the weftern trade ; and d

land carriage of 10 or 12 miles would be counted no difad"

vantage to the merchant. Nay, I doubt not, that in time i.

canal will be broke through the gut of Iberville, which may-

divert the water of Mifliffippi that way, and render it a

place of the greateft confequence in America j but this im-

portant period is referved for futurity.

GOVERNMENT *.

The conftitution of this ftate was formed and adopted iti

I 792. By it the powers of government are divided into ^

diftinft departments: legiflative, executive, and judiciary;

The legiflative power is vefted in a general afiemblyj cori"

iifting of a fenate and houfe of reprefentatives j the fupreme

executive in a governor ; the judiciary in the fupreme court

of appeals, and fuch inferior courts as the legiflature rhay

eftablilh. The reprefentatives are chofen annually, by the

people ; the fenators and governor are chofen for 4 yeai"Sji

by eledlors appointed for that purpofe ; the judges are ap-

pointed, during good behaviour, by the governor, with ad-

vice of the fenate. An enumeration of the free male inhabit^

iants, above 21 years old, is to be made once in 4 years. After

each enumeration, the number of fenators and repre{feiita=

lives is to be fixed by the legiflature, and apportioned amohg

the feveral counties, according to the number of inhabitants.

There can never be fewer than 40, nor more than lOo re=

prefentatives. The fenate at flrft confifted of 1 i members j

and for the addition of every 4 reprefentatives, one fenator

is to be added. The reprefentatives muft be 24 years of

age, the fenators 27 ; the governor 30, and all of theni

muft have been inhabitants of the ftate 2 years. The go-

* This fedion on the government is added by the pfefenf
editor*

Verrior
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Ternor can hold no other ofEce : the members of the ge*

neral aflembly none, but thofe of attorney at law, juftice of

the peace, coroner, and in ^he militia. The judges, and all

other officers, muft be inhabitants of the counties for which

they are appointed. The governor, members of the gene-

ral aflembly, and judges, receive ftated falaries out of the

public treafury, from which no money can be drawn but in

confequence of appropriation by law. All officers take an

path of fidelity to difcharge the duties of their offices, and

are liable to impeachment for mifcondu£l. Eleftive officers

muft fwear that they have not ufed bribery in obtaining

their eleflions. All free male citizens, 21 years old, having

refided in the ftate 2 years, or in the county where they

offer to vote, i year, have a right to vote for reprefentatives,

and for electors of fenators and governor, and are privileged

from arreft, in civil actions, while attending that bufinefs.

The general affembly meets on the firft Monday in Novem-

ber, in each year, unlefs fooner convened by the governor.

Each houfe choofes its fpcaker and other officers, judges of

the qualifications of its members, and determines the rules

pf its proceedings, of which a journal is kept and publiftied

"weekly, unlefs fecrecy be requifitc. The doors of both

Ixoufcs are kept open. The members of the legiflature,

yrhile attending the public bufinefs, are privileged from

;irrefts in civil anions, and may not be queftioned elfewhere

for any thing fald in public debate. Impeachments are made

ty the lower houfe, and tried by the upper. All revenue

bills originate m the houfe of reprefentatives j and are

amendable by the fenate, like other bills. Every bill, paffed

by botli houfcs, is prefented to the governor, who muft fign

it if he approve it ; if not, he muft return it within lo days

to the houfe In which it originated •, if it be not returned, or if,

when returned, it be re-paffed by two-thirds of both houfes,

it is a law, without his fignature. The governor has power to

appoint raoft of the executive officers of the ftatc ; to remit

f.nes
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fines and forfeitures, and grant reprieves and pardons, ex-

cept in cafes of impeachment ; to require information from

executive officers ; to convene the general afTembly on ex-

traordinary occafions, and adjourn them in cafe they cannot

agree on the time themfelves. He muft inform the legifla-

ture of the ftate of the commonwealth ; recommend to them

fuch meafures as he fliall judge expedient, and fee that the

laws are faithfully executed. The fpeaker of the fenate ex-

ercifes the office of governor in cafe of vacancy. The legif^

lature has power to forbid the farther importation of flaves,

but not to emancipate thofe already in the ftate, without the

confent of the owner, or paying an equivalent. Treafon

againft the commonwealth confifts only in levying war

againft it, or in adhering to its enemies, giving them aid

and comfort.

The declaration of rights afferts the civil equality of all

;

their right to alter the government at any time j liberty of

confcience ; freedom of elections and of the prefs ; trial by

jury ; the fubordination of the military to the civil power ;

the rights of criminals- to be heard in their own defence

;

the rights of the people to petition for the redrefs of

grievances, to bear arms, and to emigrate from the ftate. It

prohibits unreafonable fearches and feizures ; exceffive bail

;

confinement of debtors, unlefs there be prefumption of

''fraud ; fufpenfion of habeas corpus writ, unlefs in rebellion

or invafion ; ex poft fafta laws j attainder by the legifla*

ture •, ftanding armies ; titles of nobility and hereditary diC-

tinftion.

Z ^ THE



THE ADVENTURES
OF

COLONEL DANIEL BOON,
FORMERLY A HUNTER :

Containing a Narrative of the Wars of Kentuckt.

Curiosity is natural to the foul of man, and intereft.

ing objefts have a powerful influence on our affeftions. Let

thefe influencing powers actuate, by the permiflion or dif-

pofal of providence, from felfifh or focial views, yet in time

the myfl:erious will of heaven is unfolded, and we behold

our conduft, from whatfoever motives excited, operating to

anfwer the important defigns of heaven. Thus we behold

Kentucky, lately an howling wildernefs, the habitation of

favages and wild beafts, become a fruitful field ; this region,

fo favourably diftinguilhed by nature, now become the habi-

tation of civilization, at a period unparalleled in hiftory, in

the midfl: of a raging war, and under all the difadvantages

of emigration to a country fo remote from the inhabited

parts of the continent. Here, where the hand of violence

(hed the blood of the innocent j where the horrid yells of

favages, and the groans of the diftrelTed, founded in our

ears, we now hear the praifes and adorations of our

Creator j where wretched wigwams flood, the miferable

abodes of favages, we behold the foundations of cities laid,

that, in all probability, will equal the glory of the greatefl:

upon earth. And we view Kentucky fituated on the fertile

banks of the great Ohio, riflng from obfcurity to (hine with

fplendour, equal to any other of the ftars of the american

hemifphere.

The fettling of this region well deferves a place in hiftory.

Moft of the memorable events I have myfelf been exercifed

in ; and, for the f.itisfai^ion of the public, will briefly re*

late

J
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late the drcumftances of my adventures, and fcenes of life*

from my firft movement to this country, until this day.

It was on the ift of May, in the year 1769, that I re-

figned my domeftic happinefs for a time, and left my family

and peaceable habitation on the Yadkin river, in North-

Carolina, to wander through the wildernefs of America,

in queft of the country of Kentucky, in company with John

Finley, John Stewart, Jofeph Holden, James Monay, and

William Cool. "We proceeded fuccefsfully ; and after a long

and fatiguingjourney, through a mountainous wildernefs, in

a weftward direction, on the feventh day of June following

we found ourfelves on Red river, where John Finley had

formerly been trading with the Indians, and, from the top

of an eminence, faw with pleafure the beautiful level of

Kentucky. Here let me obferve, that for fome time we

had experienced the moft uncomfortable weather as a preli-

bation of our future fufferings. At this place we encamped,

and made a fhelter to defend us from the inclement feafon,

and began to hunt and reconnoitre the country. We found

everywhere abundance of wild beafts of all forts, through

this vaft foreft. The bulFalo were more frequent than I

have feen cattle in the fettlements, browzing on the leaves

of the cane, or cropping the herbage on thofe extenfivc

plains, fearlefs, becaufe ignorant, of the violence of man.

Sometimes we faw hundreds in a drove, and the numbers

about the fait fprings were amazing. In this foreft, the ha-

bitation of beafts of every kind natural to America, we

pradliftd hunting with great fuccefs, until the 22d day of

December following.

This day John Stewart and I had a pleafing ramble, but

fortune changed the fcene in the clofe of it. We had pafled

through a great foreft, on which ftood myriads of trees,

fome gay with bloflbms, others rich with fruits. Nature

was here a feries of wonders, and a fund of delight. Here

Z2 file
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Ihe difplayed her ingenuity and induftry in a variety of

flowers and fruits, beautifully coloured, elegantly fhaped,

and charmingly flavoured ; and we were diverted with in-

numerable animals prefenting themlelves perpetually to our

view.—In the decline of the day, near Kentucky river, as

we afcended the brow of a fmall hill, a number of Indians

ruflied out of a thick cane-brake upon us, and made us pri-

foners. The time of our forrow was now arrived, and the

fcene fully opened. The Indians plundered us of what we

had, and kept us in confinement 7 days, treating us with

common favage ufage. During this time we difcovered no

uneafinefs or defire to efcape, which made them lefs fufpi-

cious of us ; but in the dead of the night, as we lay in a

thick cane-brake by a large fire, when fleep had locked up

their fenfes, my fituation not difpofing me for refl:, I touch-

ed my companion, and gently awoke him. We improved

this favourable opportunity, and departed, leaving them to

take their reft, and fpeedily directed our courfe towards our

old camp, but found it plundered, and the company dif-

perfed and gone home. About this time, my brother.

Squire Boon, with another adventurer, who came to explore

the country Ihortly after us, was wandering through the fo-

reft, determined to find me if poflible, and accidentally

found our camp. Notwithftanding the unfortunate circum-

ftances of our company, and our dangerous fituation, as fur-

rounded with hoftile favages, our meeting fo fortunately in

the wildernefs, made us reciprocally fenfible of the utmoft

fatisfaftion. So much does fricndfliip triumph over misfor-

tune, that forrows and fufferings vanifti at the meeting not

only of real friends, but of the moft diftant acquaintances,

and fubftitute happinefs in their room.

Soon after this, my companion in captivity, John Stew-

art, was killed by the favages, and the man that came with«

my brother returned home by hinifelf. We were then in a

dan-
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dangerous, helplefs fituation, expofed dally to perils and

death, amongft favages and wild beads, not a white man in

the country but ourfelves.

Thus fltuated, many hundred miles from our families, in the

howling wildernefs, I believe few would have equally enjoyed

the happinefswe experienced. I often obferved to my brother,

You fee now how little nature requires to be fatisfied. Fe-

licity, the companion of content, is rather found in our

own breads th^n in the enjoyment of external things : and

I firmly believe it requires but a little philofophy to make a

man happy in whatfoever flate he is. This confifts in a full

refignation to the will of providence j and a refigned foul

finds pleafure in a path ftrewed with briars and thorns.

We continued not in a ftate of indolence, but hunted

every day, and prepared a little cottage to defend us from

the winter ftorms. We remained there undifturbed during

the winter ; and on the firft day of May 1770, my brother

returned home to the fettlement by himfelf, for a new re-

cruit of horfes and ammunition, leaving me by myfelf, with-

out bread, fait, or fugar, without company of my fellow-

creatures, or even a horfe or dog. I confefs I never before

was under greater neceffity of exercifing philofophy and

fortitude. A few days I paffed uncomfortably. The idea

of a beloved v/ife and family, and their anxiety upon the

account of my abfence and expofed fituation, made fenfible

imprefllons on my heart. A thoufand dreadful appre-

Kenfions prefented themfelves to my view, and had un-

doubtedly difpofed me to melancholy, if further indulged.

One day I undertook a tour through the country, and the

diverfity and beauties of nature I met with in this charming

feafon, expelled every gloomy and vexatious thought. Juft

at the clofe of day the gentle gales retired, and left the

.

place to the difpofal of a profound calm. Not a breeze

Ihook the mofl tremulous leaf. I had gained the fummit of

Z 3 a com-
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a commanding ridge^ and, looking round with aftonifhing

delight, beheld the ample plains, the beauteous trafts below.

On the other hand, I furveyed the famous river Ohio, that

rolled in filent dignity, marking the weftern boundary of

Kentucky with inconceivable grandeur. At a vaft diftance

I beheld the mountains lift their venerable brows, and pene-

trate the clouds. All things were ftill. I kindled a fire

near a fountain of fweet water, and feafted on the loin of a

buck, which a few hours before I had killed. The fullen

fliades of night foon overfpread the whole hemifphere, and

the earth feemed to gafp after the hovering moifture. My
roving excurfion this day had fatigued my body, and diverted

my imagination. I laid me down to flcep, and I awoke not

until the fun had chafed away the night. I continued this

tour, and in a few days explored a conflderable part of the

country, each day equally pleafed as the firft. I returned

again to my old camp, which was not difturbed in my ab-

fence. I did not confine my lodging to it, but often repofed

in thick cane-brakes, to avoid the favages, who, I believe,

often vifited my camp, but fortunately for me, in my abfence.

In this iituation I was conftantly expofed to danger and

death. How unhappy fuch a fituation for a man tormented

with fear, which is vain if no danger comes, and if it does,

only augments the pain ! It was my happinefs to be deftitute

of this afilidVing paffion, with which I had the greateft rea-

fon to be affeftcd. The prowling wolves diverted my noc-

turnal hours with perpetual bowlings ; and the various fpe-

cies of animals in this vaft foreft, in the day-time, were con-

tinually in my view.

Thus I was furrounded with plenty in the midft of want.

I was happy in the midft of dangers and inconveniences.

In fuch a diverfity it was impoffible I fhould be difpofed to

melancholy. No populous city, with all the varieties of

commerce and ftately ftrufturcs, could aflford fo much

pleafure
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pleaibre to my mind, as the beauties of nature I found

Jiere.

Thus, through an uninterrupted fcene of fylvan pleafures,

I fpent the time until the 27th day of July following, when

my brother, to my great felicity, met me, according to ap-

pointment, at Our old camp. Shortly after, we left this

place, not thinking it fafe to ftay there longer, and pro-

ceeded to Cumberland river, reconnoitring that part of the

country until March 1 7 7 1, and giving names to the different

waters.

Soon after,^ I returned home to my family, with a deter-

mination to bring them as foon as poffible to live in Ken-

tucky, which I efleemed a fecond paradife, at the riik of my
life and fortune,

I returned fafe to my old habitation, and found my family

in happy circumftances. I fold my farm on the Yadkin,

and what goods we could not carry with us ; and on the

25th day of September 1773, ^^^^ ^ farewell to our friends,

and proceeded on our journey to Kentucky, in company

with 5 families more, and 40 men, that joined us in Powel's

valley, which is 1 50 miles from the now fettled parts, or

Kentucky. This promifing beginning was foon overcaft

with a cloud of adverfity ; for, upon the i oth day of Odio-

ber, the rear of our company was attacked by a number of

Indians, who killed 6, and wounded i man. Of thefe my
eldeft fon was one that fell in the a£lion. Though we de-

fended ourfelves, and repulfed the enemy, yet this unhappy

affair fcattered our cattle, brought us into extreme difficulty,

and fb difcouraged the whole company, that we retreated

40 miles, to the fettlement on Clinch river. We had paffed

over two mountains, viz. Powel's and Walden's, and were ap-

proaching Cumberland mountain, when this adverfe fortune

overtook us. Thefe mountains are in the wildernefs, as we

pafs from the old fettlements in Virginia to Kentucky, are

ranged in a S. W. and N. E. direction, are of a great length

Z 4 and
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and breadth, and not far diftant from each other *. Over

thefe nature has formed pafles, that are lefs difficult than

might be expefted from a view of fuch huge piles. The
afpeft of thefe cliffs is fo wild and horrid, that it is impoffible

to behold them without terror. The fpedlator is apt to

imagine that nature had formerly fuffered fome violent con-

vulfion ; and that thefe are the difmembered remains of the

dreadful fhock ; the ruins, not of Perfepolis or Palmyra, but

of the world

!

I remained with my family on Clinch until the 6th of

June 1774, when I and one Michael Stoner were folicited

by governor Dunmore, of Virginia, to go to the falls of the

Ohio, to conduct into the fettlement a number of furveyors

that had been fent thither by him fome months before ;

this country having about this time drawn the attention of

many adventurers. We immediately complied with the go-

vernor's requeft, and conduced in the furveyors, completing

a tour of 8co miles, through many difficulties, in 62 days.

Soon after I returned home, I was ordered to take the

command of three garrifons during the campaign, which go-

vernor Dunmore carried on againft the fhawanefe Indians :

after the conclufion of which, the militia was difcharged

from each garrifon, and I being relieved from my poft, was

folicited by a number of North-Carolina gentlemen, that

were about purchafing the lands lying on the fouth fide of

Kentucky river, from the Cherokee Indians, to attend their

treaty at Wataga, in March 1775, to negotiate with them,

and mention the boundaries of the purchace. This I ac-

cepted ; and, at the requeft of the fame gentlemen^ under-

took to mark out a road in the beft paflage from the fettle-

* From the nature of the furface and interior contexture of this

american part of our earth, the mountains, as we in our relative

language call them, all run in ridges, with almoft even tops in pa-

rallel lines ; thofe to the weft of Hudfon's river north -eaft and fouth-

weft ; thofe to the caftward of it nearly north and fouth ; between

which, in like parallel lines, run the great rivers.

—

Edit.
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ment through the wildernefs to Kentucky, with fuch aflifl:-

ance as I thought neceflary to employ for fuch an important

undertaking.

I foon began this work, having collecled a number of en-

terprifing men, well armed. We proceeded with all poffible

expedition until wd came within 15 miles of where Boonfbo-

rough now ftands, and where we were fired upon by a party

- of Indians that killed 2, and wounded 2 of our number ;

yet, although furprifed and taken at a difadvantage, we flood

our ground : this was on the 20th of March 1775. Three

days after we were fired upon again, and had 2 men killed,

and 3 wounded. Afterwards we proceeded on to Kentucky

river without oppofition ; and on the firft day of April be-

gan to erecfl the fort of Boonfborough at a fait lick, about

60 yards from the river, on the fouth fide.

On the fourth day the Indians killed one of our men.

—

We were bufily employed in building this fort, until the

, 14th day of June following, without any farther oppofition

from the Indians ; and having finifhed the works, I returned

'. to my family on Clinch.

In a fhort time I proceeded to remove my family from

Clinch to this garrifon, where we arrived fafe without any

other difficulties than fuch as are common to this paflage ;

my wife and daughter being the firfl: white women that ever

' ftood on the banks of Kentucky river.

On the 24th day of December following, we had one man

killed, and one wounded, by the Indians, who feemed deter-

mined to perfecute us for erecting this fortification.

On the 14th day of July 1776, two of colonel Calaway's

daughters, and one of mine, were taken prifoners near the

fort. I immediately purfued the Indians with only 8 men,

and on the i6th overtook them, killed 2 of the party, and

recovered the girls. The fame day on which this attempt

was made, the Indians divided themfelves into different par-

ties, and attacked feyeral forts, which were fhortly before

this
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this time erefted, doing a great deal of mifchief. This was

extremely diftreffing to the new fettlers. The innocent

hufbandman was fhot down, while bufy in cultivating the

foil for his family's fupply. Moft of the cattle around the

fiations were deftroyed. They continued their hoftilities in

this manner until the 15th of April 1777, when they at-

tacked Boonfborough with a party of above 100 in number,

killed I man, and wounded 4.—Their lofs in this attack was

not certainly known to us.

On the 4th day of July following, a party of about 200

Indians attacked Boonfborough, killed i man, and wound-

ed 2. They befieged us 48 hours ; during which time 7 of

them were killed, and, at laft, finding themfelves not likely

to prevail, they raifed the flec^arid departed.

The Indians had di%ofe'd their warriors in different par-

ties at this time, )aiid attacked the different garrifons, to

prevent their affifting each other, and did much injury to

the diftreffed inhabitants.

On the 19th day of this month, colonel Logan's fort was

befieged by a party of about 200 Indians. During this

dreadful fiege they did a great deal of mifchief, diftreffed

the garrifon, in which were only 15 men, killed 2, and

wounded i. The enemy's lofs was uncertain, from the

common praftice which the Indians have of carrying off

their dead in time of battle. Col. Harrod's fort was then

defended by only 65 men, and Boonft)orough by 22, there

bi'itig no more forts or white men in the country, except at

the f;ills, a confiderable diftance from thefe j and all taken

collectively, were but a handful to the numerous warriors

that were everywhere difperfed through the country, intent

upon doing all the mifchief that favage barbarity could in-

vent. Thus we paffed through a fcene of fufferings that

exceeds defcription.

On the 25th of this month, a reinforcement of 45 men

arrived from North-Carolina, and about the 20th of August

following,
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following, col. Bowman arrived with loo men from Virgi-

nia. Now we began to ftrengthen, and from hence, for

the fpace of 6 weeks, we had fkirmifhes with Indians, in

one quarter or other, almoft every day.

The favages now learned the fuperiority of the Long

Knife, as they call the Virginians, by experience, being out-

generalled in almoft every battle. Our affairs began to wear

a new afpedl, and the enemy, not daring to venture on open

war, pra£lifed fecret mifchief at times.

On the firft day of January 1778, I went with a party of

30 men to the Blue licks, on Licking river, to make fait for

the different garrifons in the country.

On the 7th day of February, as I was hunting to procure

meat for the company, I met with a party of 102 Indians,

and 2 Frenchmen, on their march againft Boonfborough,

that place being particularly the object of the enemy.

They purfued, and took me ; and brought me on the 8th -

day to the licks, where 27 ofmy party were, 3 of them having

previoufly returned home with the fait. I, knowing it was

impoffible for them to efcape, capitulated with the enemy,

and, at a diftance in their view, gave notice to my men of

their fituation, with orders not to refift, but furrender them-

felves captives.

. The generous ufage the Indians had promifed before in

my capitulation, was afterwards fully complied with, and we>

proceeded with them as prifoners to Old Chelicothe, the

principal Indian town on Little Miami, where we arrived,
,

after an uncomfortable journey in very fevere weather, on

the 1 8th day of February, and received as good treatment as

prifoners could es^pedl from favages.—On the lOth day of

March following, I and ten of my men were conducted by

40 Indians to Detroit, where we arrived the 30th day, and

were treated by governor Hamilton, the britiOi commander

at that poft, with great humanity.

During our travels, the Indians entertained me well j and
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their affe£tion for me was fo great, that they utterly refufed

to leave me there with the others, although the governor

offered them loo pounds fterling for me, on purpofe to give

me a parole to go home. Several englifh gentlemen there,

being feniible of my adverfe fortune, and touched with human

fympathy, generoufly offered a friendly fupply for my wants,

which I refufed, with many thanks for their kindnefs : add-

ing, that I never expedted it would be in my power to re-

compenfe fuch unmerited generofity.

The Indians left my men in captivity with the Britilh at

Detroit, and on the loth day of April brought me to-

wards Old Chelicothe, where we arrived on the 25th day

of the fame month. This was a long and fatiguing march,

through an exceeding fertile country, remarkable for fine

fprings and ftreams of water. At Chelicothe I fpent my time

as comfortably as I cculd expeft; was adopted, according to

their cuftom, into a family, where I became a fon, and had

a great (hare in the affeftion of my new parents, brothers,

fifters, and friends. I was exceedingly familiar and friendly

with them, always appearing as cheerful and fatisfied as pof-

fible, and they put great confidence in me. I often went a

hunting with them, and frequently gained their applaufe for

my a^livity at our {hooting- matches. I was careful not to

exceed many of them in fhooting ; for no people are more

envious than they in this fport. I could obferve, in their

countenances and geflures, the greateft expreflions of joy

when they exceeded me ; and, when the reverfe happened,

of envy. The fliawanefe king took great notice of me, and

treated me with profound refpe£l and entire friendfliip,

often entrufting me to hunt at my liberty. I frequently re-

turned with the fpoils of the woods, and as often prefented

fome of what I had taken to him, exprefllve of duty to my
fovereign. My food and lodging were in common with

them ; not fo good indeed as I could deiire, but neceflity

made every thing acceptable.

Inow
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I now began to meditate an efcape, and carefully avoided

their flifpicions, continuing with them at Old Chelicothc

until the firft day of June following, and then was taken

by them to the fait fprings on Sciota, and kept there, mak-

ing fait, ten days. During this time I hunted fome for them,

and found the land, for a great extent about this river, to

exceed the foil of Kentucky, if poffible, and remarkably

well watered.

When I returned to Chelicothe, alarmed to fee 450 In-

dians, of their- choiceft warriors, painted and armed in a

fearful manner, ready to march againft Boonfborough, I

determined to efcape the firft opportunity.

On the 1 6th, before run-rife, I departed in the moft fecret

manner, and arrived at Boonfborough on the 20th, after a

journey of 160 miles ; during which, I had but one meal.

I found our fortrefs in a bad ftate of defence j but wc

proceeded immediately to repair our flanks, ftrengthen our

gates and pofterns, and form double baftions, which we

completed in 10 days. In this time we daily expelled the

arrival of the Indian army ; and at length, one of my fellow-

prifoners, efcaping from them, arrived, informing us that

the enemy had, on account of my departure, poftponed

their expedition three weeks.—The Indians had ipies out

viewing our movements, and were greatly alarmed with our

increafe in number and fortifications. The grand councils

of the nations were held frequently, and with more delibe-

ration than ufual. They evidently faw the approaching

hour when the Long Knife would difpoiTefs them of their

defirable habitations ; and, anxioufly concerned for futurity,

determined utterly to extirpate the whites out of Kentucky.

Wfe were not intimidated by their movements, but frequent-

ly gave them proofs of our courage.

About the firft of Auguft, I made an incurfion into the

indian country, with a party of ig men, in order to

furprife a fmall town up Sciota, called Paint-creek-town.

We
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We advanced within 4 miles thereof, where we met a party

of 30 Indians on their march againft Boonfborough, intend-

ing to join the others from Chelicothe. A fmart fight en- .

fued betwixt us for fome time : at length the favages gave

way, and fled. We had no lofs on our fide : the enemy

had one killed and two wounded. We took from them three

horfes, and all their baggage; and being informed, by two of

our number that went to their town, that the Indians had

entirely evacuated it, we proceeded no further, and returned

with all poffible expedition to affift our garrifon againft the

other party. We paffed by them on the fixth day, and on

the feventh we arrived fafe at Boonfborough.

On the eighth, the Indian army arrived, being 444 in

number, commanded by capt. Duquefne, 1 1 other French-

men, and fome of their own chiefs, and marched up within

view of our fort, with britifli and french colours flying

;

and having fent a fummons to me, in his britannic majefty's

name, to furrender the fort, I requefted two days confidera-

tion, which was granted.

It was now a critical period with us.—^We were a fmall

number in the garrifon :—a powerful army before our walls,

whofe appearance proclaimed inevitable death, fearfully

painted, and marking their footfteps with defolation.

Death was preferable to captivity, and if taken by ftcrm, we

muft inevitably be devoted to deftruftion. In this fituation

we concluded to maintain our garrifon, if poflible. We
immediately proceeded to coUeft what we could of our

horfes and other cattle, and bring them through the pof-

terns into the fort : and in the evening of the ninth, I re-

turned anfwer, that we were determined to defend our

fort while a man was living.—" Now," faid I to their

commander, who ftood attentively hearing my fentiments,

«* we laugh at all your formidable preparations : but thank

you for giving us notice and time to provide for our

defence. Your efforts will not prevail j for our gates

fliall
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Ihall for ever deny you admittance."—Whether this anfwer

affeAed their courage, or not, I cannot tell ; but, contrary

to our expectations, they formed a fcheme to deceive us,

declaring it was their orders, from governor Hamilton, to

take us captives, and not to deftroy us ; but if nine of us

would come out, and treat with them, they would immediate-

ly withdraw their forces from our walls, and return home

peaceably. This founded grateful in our ears, and we agreed

to the propofal.

We held the treaty within 60 yards of the garrifon, on

purpofe to divert them from a breach of honour, as we could

not avoid fufpicions of the favages. In this fituation the

articles were formally agreed to, and figned ; and the In-

dians told us it was cuftomary with them, on fuch occafions,

for two Indians to fhake hands with every white man In the

treaty, as an evidence of entire friendlhip. We agreed to

this alfo, but were foon convinced their policy was to take

us prifoners.—They immediately grappled us j but although

furrounded by hundreds of favages, we extricated ourfelves

from them, and efcaped all fafe into the garrifon, except

one that was wounded, through a heavy fire from their

army. They immediately attacked us on every fide, and a

conftant heavy fire enfued between us, day and night, for

the fpace of nine days.

In this time the enemy began to undermine our fort,

which was fituated 60 yards from Kentucky river. They

began at the water-mark, and proceeded in the bank fome

diftance, which we underftood by their making the. water

muddy with the clay ; and we immediately proceeded to dif-

appoint their defign, by cutting a trench acrofs their fubter-

ranean pafTage. The enemy difcovering our counter-mine,

by the clay we threw out of the fort, defifted from that

ftratagem ; and experience now fully convincing them that

neither their power nor policy could eSedl their purpofe.
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on the twentieth day of Auguft they raifed the iiege, and

departed.

During this fiege, which threatened death in every

form, we had 2 men killed, and 4 wounded, belides a

number of cattle. We killed of the enemy 37, and wound-

ed a great nurmber. After they were gone, we picked up

125 pounds weight of bullets, beiides what ftuck in the

logs of our fort ; which certainly is a great proof of their

induftry. Soon after this, I went into the fettlement, and

nothing worthy of a place in this account pafled in my af-

fairs for fome time.

During my abfence from Kentucky col. Bowman carried

on an expedition againft the Shawanefe, at Old Chelicothe,

with 160 men, in July 1779. Here they arrived undifco-

vered, and a battle enfued, which lafted until ten o'clock,

A. M. when col. Bowman, finding he could not fucceed at

this time, retreated about 30 miles. The Indians, in the

mean time, colle6lIng all their forces, purfued and overtook

him, when a fmart fight continued near two hours, not to

the advantage of col. Bowman's party.

Col. Harrod propofed to mount a number of horfe, and

furioufly to rufli upon the favages, who at this time fought

with remarkable fury. This defperate ftep had a happy

efFe<5l, broke their line of battle, and the favages fled on all

fides. In thefe two battles we had 9 killed and i wounded.

The enemy's lofs uncertain, only 2 fcalps being taken.

On the twenty-fecond day of June 1780, a large party

of Indians and Canadians, about 600 in number, command-

ed by col. Bird, attacked Riddle's and Martin's ftations,

at the forks of Licking river, with fix pieces of artillery.

They carried this expedition fo fecretly, that the unwary

inhabitants did not difcover them, until they fired upon the

forts ; and, not being prepared to oppofe them, were obli-

ged to furrender themfelves miferable captives to barbarous

favages.
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favages, who immediately after tomahawked one man and

two women, and loaded all the others with heavy baggage,

forcing them along toward, their towns, able or unable to

march. Such as were weak and faint by. the way, they

tomahawked. The tender women, and helplefs children,

fell victims to their cruelty. This, and the favage treatment

they received afterwards, is fhocking to humanity, and too

barbarous to relate.

The hoftile difpofition of the favages, and their allies,

caufed general Clark, the commandant at the falls of the

Ohio, immediately to begin an expedition with his own re-

giment, and the armed force of the country, againft Peca-

way, the principal town of the Shawanefe, on a branch of

Great Miami, which he finifhed with great fuccefs, took 17

fcalps, and burnt the town to afhes, with the lofs of 17

men.

About this time I returned to Kentucky with my family

;

and here, to avoid an inquiry into my condudl, the reader

being before informed of my bringing ray family to Ken-

tucky, I am under the neceffity of informing him that,

during my captivity with the Indians, my wife, who de-

fpaired of ever feeing me again, expecting the Indians had

put a period to my life, opprelTed with the diftrefles of the

country, and bereaved of me, her only happinefs, had,

before I returned, tranfported my family and goods, on

horfes, through the wildernefs, amidft a multitude of dan-

gers, to her father's houfe in North-Carolina.

Shortly after the troubles at Boonfborough, I went to

them, and lived peaceably there until this time. The hif»

tory of my going home, and returning with my family,

forms a feries of difficulties, an account of which would

fwell a volume, and being foreign to my purpofe, I Ihall

purpofely omit them.

I fettled my family in Boonfborough once more ; and

ihortly after, on the 6th day of Oilober 1780, I went in

A 9, com-



^54 WESTERN TERRITORY OP

company with my brother to the Blue licks; and, on our

return home, we were fired upon by a party of Indians.

They fhot him, and purfued me, by the fcent of their dog,

three miles ; but I killed the dog, and efcaped. The winter

foon came on, and was very fevere, which confined the In-

dians to their wigwams.

The feverity of this winter caufed great difficulties in

Kentucky. The enemy had deftroyed moft of the corn the

fummer before. This necefiary article was fcarce and dear

;

and the inhabitants lived chiefly on the flefh of buffalo.

The circumftances of many were very lamentable : however,

being a hardy race of people, and accuftomed to difficulties

and neceffities, they were wonderfully fupported through all

their fufferings. until the enfuing autumn, when we received

abundance from the fertile foil.

Towards fpring, we were frequently harafled by Indians ;

and, in May, 1782, a party aflaulted Afliton's ftation,

killed one man, and took a negro prifoner, Capt. Afliton,

vrith 25 men, purfued, and overtook the favages, a fmart

fight enfued, which lafted two hours ; but they being fupe-

rior in number, obliged captain Afhton's party to retreat,

with the lofs of 8 killed, and 4 mortally wounded ; their

brave commander himfelf being numbered among the dead.

The Indians continued their hoftilities ; and, about the

loth of Auguft following, two boys were taken from major

Hoy's ftation. This party was purfued by capt. Holder and

1 7 men, who were alfo defeated, with the lofs of 4 men

killed and i wounded. Our affairs became more and more

alarming. Several fhations which had lately been ereiSled in

the country were continually infcfted with favages, ftealing

their horfes and killing the men at every opportunity. In a

field near Lexington, an Indian fhot a man, and running

to fcalp him, was hin)fclf fliot from the fort, and fell dead

upon his enemy.

Every day we experienced recent mifchicfs. The barba

rous
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rous favage nations of Shawanefe, Cherokees, "Wyandots,

Tawas, Delawares, and feveral others near Detroit, united

in a war againft us, and aflembled their choiceft warriors at

Old Chelicothe, to go on the expedition, in order to deftroy

us, and entirely depopulate the country. Their favage

minds were inflamed to mifchief by two abandoned men, cap-

tains M'Kee and Girty. Thefe led them to execute every

diabolical fcheme ; and on the 1 5th day of Augufl, com-

manded a party of Indians and Canadians, of about 500 in

number, againft Briant's ftation, 5 miles from Lexington.

Without demanding a furrender, they furioufly aflaulted the

garrifon, which was happily prepared to oppofe them ; and

after they had expended much ammunition in vain, and

killed the cattle round the fort, not being likely to make

themfelves mafters of this place, they raifed the fiege, and

departed in the morning of the third day after they came,

with the lofs of about 30 killed, and the number of wound-

ed uncertain.—Of the garrifon 4 were killed, and 3 wound-

ed.

On the 1 8th day col. Todd, col. Trigg, major Harland,

and myfelf, fpeedily collefted 176 men, well armed, and

purfued the favages. They had marched beyond the Blue

licks to a remarkable bend of the main fork of Licking river,

about 43 miles from Lexington, where we overtook them

on the 19th day. The favages obferving us, gave way : and

we, being ignorant of their numbers, pafled the river.

When the enemy faw our proceedings, having greatly the

advantage of us in fituation, they formed the line of battle,

from one bend of Licking to the other, about a mile from

the Blue licks. An exceeding fierce battle immediately

began, for about 15 minutes, when we, being overpowered

by numbers, were obliged to retreat, with the lofs of 67 men,

7 of whom were taken prifoners. The brave and ,much-

lamented colonels Todd and Trigg, major Harland, and my
fecond fon, were among the dead. We were informed that

A a 2^ th«
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the Indians, numbering their dead, found they had 4 killed

more than we ; and therefore, 4 of the prifoners they had

taken were, by general confent, ordered to be killed, in a

moft barbarous manner, by the young warriors, in order to

train them up to cruelty ; and then they proceeded to

their towns.

On our retreat we were met by col. Logan, haftening to

join us, with a number of well-armed men. This powerful

affiftance we unfortunately wanted in the battle 5 for notwith-

ftanding the enemy's fuperiority of number?, they acknow-

ledged that, if they had received one more fire from us,

they fhould undoubtedly have given way. So valiantly did

our fmall party fight, that, to the memory of thofe v,'ho

unfortunately fell in the battle, enough of honour cannot

be paid. Had col. Logan and his party been with us, it is

highly probable we fhould have given the favages a total de-

feat.

I cannot refle£l: upon this dreadful fcene, but forrow fills

my heart. A zeal for the defence of their country led thefc

heroes to the fcene of adion, though with a few men to

attack a powerful army of experienced warriors. When
we gave way they purfued us with the utmoft eagernefs,

and in every quarter fpread deftru<n:ion. The river was

difficulj; to crofs, and many were killed in the flight, fome

juft entering the river, fome in the water, others after*

croffing, in afcending the cliffs. Some efcaped on horfe-

back, a few on foot ; and, being difperfed everywhere

in a few hours, brought the melancholy news of this

unfortunate battle to Lexington. Many widows were now

made. The reader may guefs what forrow filled the hearts of

the inhabitants, exceeding any thing that I am able to de-

fcribe. Being reinforced, We returned to iJury the dead, and

found their bodies ftrewed everywhere, cut and mangled in a

dreadful manner. This mournful fcene exhibited a horror

almoft unparalleled : fome torn and eaten by wild Beafts j

thofe
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thofe In the river eaten by fifhes ; all in fuch a putrified

condition, that no one could be diftinguiflied from another.

As foon as general Clark, then at the falls of the Ohio,

who was ever our ready friend, and merits the love and

gratitude of all his countrymen, underftood the circum-

ftances of this unfortunate adtion, he ordered an expedition,

with all poffible hafte, to purfue the favages, which was fo

expeditioufly effe£led, that we overtook them within 2 miles

of their towns, and probably might have obtained a great

victory, had not two of their number met us about 200 poles

before we came up. Thefe returned quick as lightning to

their camp with the alarming news of a mighty army in

view. The favages fled in the utmoft diforder, evacuated

their towns, and reluftantly left their territory to our mercy.

We immediately took pofleffion of Old Chelicothe, without

oppofition, being deferted by its inhabitants. We conti-

nued our purfuit through live towns on the Miami rivers,

Old Chelicothe, Pecaway, New Chelicothe, Will's Towns,

and Chelicothe, burnt them all to aihes, entirely de-

ftroyed their corn, and other fruits, and everywhere fpread

a fcene of defolation in the country. In this expedition

we took 7 prifoners and 5 fcalps, with the lofs of only 4
men, 2 of whom were accidentally killed by our own army.

This campaign in fome meafure damped the fpirits of the

Indians, and made them feniible of our fuperiority. Their

connexions wete diffblved, their armies fcattered, and a

future invafion put entirely out of their power ; yet they

continued to pradlife mifchief fecretly upon the inhabitants

*n the expofed parts of the country.

In Oftober following, a party made an excurfion into that

diftrift called the Crab Orchard, and one of them, being ad-

vanced fome diftance before the others, boldly entered the

houfe of a poor defencelefs family, in which was only a ne-

gro man, a woman and her children, terrified with the ap-

prehenfions of immediate death. The favage, perceiving

A a 3 their
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their defcncelefs fxtuation, without offeriiig violence to the

family, attempted to captivate the negro, who happily prov-

ed an over-match for him, threw him on the ground, and,

in the flruggle, the mother of the children drew an axe

from a corner of the cottage, and cut his head off, while her

little daughter fhut the door. The favages inftantly appear-

ed, and applied their tomahawks to the door. An old rufty

gun-barrel, without a lock, lay in a corner, which the mo-

ther put through a fmall crevice, and the favages perceiving

it, fled. In the mean time the alarm fpread through the

neighbourhood ; the armed men collefted immediately, and

purfued the ravagers into the wildernefs. Thus Providence,

by the means of this negro, faved the whole of the poor fa-

mily from deftrudlion. From that time, until the happy re-

turn of peace between the United States and Great Britain,

the Indians did us no mifchief. Finding the great king beyond

the water difappointed in his expeftations, and confcious of

the importance of the Long Knife, and their own wretched-

nefs, fome of the nations immediately delired peace ; to

which, at prefent, they feem univerfally difpofed, and arc

fending ambaflaJors to general Clark, at the falls of the

Ohio, with the minutes of their councils ; a fpecimen of

which, in the minutes of the Piankafliaw council, is fub-

joined.

To conclude, I can now fay that I have verified the fay-

in.T of an old Indian who figncd col. Hendcrfon's deed.

'l\;'.iing me by the hand, at the delivery thereof, «* Brother,"

fiiys he, ** we have given you a fine land, but I believe you

will have much trouble in fetTling it."—My footfteps have

often been marked with blood, and thefefore I can truly

fubfcribe to its original name. Two darling fons, and a

brother, have I loft by favage hands, which have alio taken

from me 40 valuable horfes, and abundance of cattle. Many

dark and fleeplefs nights have I been a companion for owls,

fcparated from the cheerful focicty of men, fccrched by the

fummer's
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fummcr's fun, and pinched by the winter's cold, an Inftru-

ment ordained to fettle the wildernefs. But now the fcene

is changed : peace crowns the fylvan fhade.

What thanks, what ardent and ceafelefs thanks, arc due

to that allrfuperintending Providence which has turned a

cruel war into peace, brought order out of confufion, made

the fierce favages placid, and turned away their hoftile wea-

pons from our country ! May the fame almighty goodneft

banifh the accurfed monfler, war, from all lands, with her

hated afTociates, rapine and infatiable ambition ! Let peace,

defcending from her native heaven, bid her olives fpring

amidft the joyful nations ; and plenty, in league with com-

merce, fcatter bleffings from her copious hand !

This account of my adventures will inform the reader of

the moft remarkable events of this country.—I now live in

peace and fafety, enjoying the fweets of liberty, and the

bounties of Providence, with my once fellow-fufferers, in this

delightful country, which I have feen purchafed with a vaft

expence of blood and treafure, delighting in the profpedl of

its being, in a fhort time, one of the moft opulent and

powerful ftates on the continent of North America ; which,

with the love and gratitude of ray countrymen, I efteem a

fufEcient reward for all my toil and dangers.

DANIEL BOON.
Fayette coimty, Kentucky

»

PIANKASHAW COUNCIL.

In a council, held with the Piankafliaw Indians, by The.

J. Dalton, at poft St. Vincent's, April 15, 1784.

My children^

What I have often told you, is now come topufs. This

day I received news from my great chief, at the falls of

Ohio. Peace is made with the enemies of America. The
"*A a 4 • ^vhite
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white fleflb, the Americans, French, Spaniards, Dutch, and

Enghfli, this day fmoke out of the peace-pipe. The toma-

hawk is buried, and they are now friends.

I am told the Shawanefe, Delawares, Chickafaws, Chero-

kees, and all other the red flefli, have taken the Long

Knife by the hand. They have given up to them the pri-

foners that were in their nations.

My children on Wabajhy

Open your ears, and let what I tell you fink deep in your

hearts. You know me. Near 20 ye«irs I have been among

you. The Long ICnife is my nation. I know their hearts ;

peace they carry in one hand, and war in the other.

I leave you to yourfelves to judge. Confider, and now

accept the one, or the other. We never beg peace of our

enemies. If you love your women and children, receive

the belt of wampum I prefent you. Return me my flcih

you have in your villages, and the horfes you ftole from my
people at Kentucky. Your corn-fields were never difturbed

by the Long Knife. Your women and children lived quiet

in their houfes, while your warriors were killing and rob-

bing my people. All this you know is the truth. This is

the laft time I ihall fpeak to you. I have waited 6 mocns to

hear you fpeak, and to get my people from you. In 10

nights I (hall leave the Wabafli to fee my great chief at the

falls of Ohio, where he will be glad to hear, from your own

lips, what you have to. fay. Here is tobacco I give you :

fmoke ; and confider what I have faid. Then I delivered

one belt of blue and white wampum ; and faid, Piankalhaw,

fpeak, fpeak to the Americans.

Then the Piankafhaw chief anfwered ;

My great father^ the Long Knifey

You have been many years among us. You have fullered

by us. We ftill hope you will have pity and compafllon

upon us, on our women and children ; the day is clear.

The fun fhines on us j and the good news of peace ap-

pears
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pears in our faces. This day, my father, this is the day of

joy to the Wabafli Indians. With one tongue we noW

fpeak.

We accept your peace-belt. We return God thanks, you

are the man that delivered us, what we long wifhed for,

peace with the white flefh. My father, we have many timeJ

counfelled before you knew us ; and you know how fome

of us fuffered before.

We received the tomahawk from the Englifh : poverty

forced us to it : we were attended by other nations : we are

forry for it : we this day colleft the bones of our friends that

long ago were fcattered upon the earth. We bury them in

- one graye. We thus plant the tree of peace, that God may

fpread branches ; fo that we can all be fecured from bad

weather. They fmoke as brothers out of the peace-pipe we

now prefent you. Here, my father, is the pipe that gives

us joy. Smoke out of it. Our warriors are glad you are

the man we prefent it to. You fee, father, we have buried

the tomahawk : we now make a great chain of friendfhip

never to be broken ; and now, as one people, fmoke out of

your pipe. My father, we know God was angry with us

for ftealing your horfes, and difturbing your people. He
has fent us fo much fnow and cold weather, that God him-

felf killed all your horfes with our own.

We are now a poor people. God, we hope, will help us ;

and our father, the Long Knife, will have pity and compaft

iion on our women and children. Your fiefh, my father,

is well that is among us ; we fhall collect them all together

when they come in from hunting. Be not forry, my father :

aH the prifonerstaken at Kentucky are alive and well ; we

love them, and fo do our young women.

Some of your people mend our guns, and others tell us

they can make rum of the corn. Thofe are now the fame ais

we. In one moon after this, we will go with them to thfeir

friends at Kentucky. Some of your people will now go,

with
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with Coftea, a chief of our nation, to fee his great father,

the Long Knife, at the falls of Ohio.

My father,

This being the day of joy to the Wabafli Indians, we beg

a little drop of your milk, to let our warriors fee it came

from your, own breaft. "We were born and raifed in the

woods J we could never learn to make rum.—God has

made the white flefli mailers of the. world : they make every

thing 5 and we all love rum.—

—

Then they delivered three firings of blue and white wam-

pum and the coronet of peace.

Prefent in Council,

Mufkito, capt. Beaver, Woodes and Burning, Badtripes,

Antia, Mantour, Caflia, Grand Court, with many other

chiefs and war captains, and the principal inhabitants of

the poft of St. Vincent's.

OF THE INDIANS.

WE have an account of 28 different nations of Indians,

caftward of the Mifliffippi.—^Their iituation is as follows :

The Cherokee Indians are neareft to Kentucky, living

upon the Tenafce river, near the mouths of Clinch, Hol-

flon, Nolachucky, and Frenchbroad rivers, which form

the TeiiAfee or Cherokee river, in the interior part of North-

Carolina, 200 miles from Kentucky.

The Chickamawgees live about 90 miles down the Tena-

fce from the Chcrokces, at a place called Chickamawgee,

which in our language fignifies a boiling pot, there being

a whirlpool in the river dangerous for boats. The drago-

monough, a chief of the Cherokees, with 60 more, broke

off from that nation, and formed this tribe, which is

called by the name of the Whirlpool.

The
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The Cheegees, and Middle- fettlement Indians, are fet-

tled about 50 and 80 miles fouth of the Cherokee—Thcfe

four tribes fpeak one language, being defcended from the

Chcrokees.

The hickafaws inhabit about 100 miles N W. from

our fettlement at French lick, on Cumberland river, on the

heads of a river called Tombeche, which runs irito Mobile

bay.

The Cha^aw nation are 80 miles from the Chickafaws,

down the fame river.

The Creek Indians live about 160 miles fouth of the

Chadlaws on the A; alache river, which runs into the

gulf of Mexico, fome little diflance eaft of Mobile bay.

The Uchees Indians occupy four different places of reii-

. dence, at the head of St, John's, the fork of St. Mary's, the

head of Cannuchee, and the head of St. Tillis. Thefe

rivers rife on the borders of Georgia, and run fcparately

into the ocean.

The Catauba Indians are fettled in North-Carolina, about

200 miles diftant from Charles-town in South Carolina.

The tribes to the weftward of Ohio river are the Dela-

wares, living upon the Mufkingum river, which runs into

the Ohio 187 miles above Sciota on the N. W. fide.

The Mingo nation lives upon a N. W. branch of Sciota

river, as is reprefented in the map.

The Wyandotts pofTefs the banks of a river called San-

dufky, which heads and interlocks with Sciota, and, run-

ning in a contrary dire£lion nearly N. W, for a great diftance,

falls into lake Erie.

The Six-Nations are fettled upon waters running into

lake Ontario that head in the mountain from whence the

Ohio and Sufquehanna rivers rife.

The fhawanefe Indians occupy five towns on the waters of

little and great Miami, as appears in the map.

The Gibbaways arc fixed on the eull; fide of Detroit rivei-,
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and oppofite the fort of that name. This river runs out of

lake Huron into lake 'Erie, is 36 miles in length, and the

fort ftands on the weit lide, half way betwixt thefe lakes.

The Hurons live fix miles from the Gibbaways, towards

lake Huron, and on the fame fide of the river.

The rav/aws are found 18 miles up the Mawmee or

Omee river, which runs into lake Erie.

There is a fmall tribe of Tawas fettled at a place called

the Rapids, fome diftance higher up the river than the for-

mer.

The Mawmee Indians live 240 miles up this river, at a

place called Rofedebeau.

The Piankafhaws refide about i6o miles up Wabafh

rfver :

—

The Vermilion Indians about 60 miles higher ;—and the

"Wyahtinaws about 30 miles ftill further up the fame river.

The Wabafti heads and interlocks with Mawmee, and

runs a contrary dire6lion into Ohio, 318 miles below the

falls.

The Long-ifle or Ifle-river Indians live on Ifle, or "White

river, wiiich runs into Wabafh.

The Kickapoos are fixed on a branch of Mawmee river

above the X-ong-ifle Indians.

The Ozaw nation lives on the Ozaw river, which runs,

into Mifllffippi :

—

And the Kakafky nation, on the Miffifilppi, 200 miles

above the Ozaws.

'1 he Illinois Indians inhabit upon the Illinois river, which

falls into the Mifllffippi ;

—

And the Poutawottamies near St. Jofcph's, a town on

a branch of the Illinois.

The Sioux and Renards are neighbours to the fort of

^lichillimackinac, on lake Michigan.

1 hefe are the principal part of the nations within the

^mH§ of the United States Allowing about 700 to a na-

tion



NORTH AMERICA. 365

tion or tribe, they will contain, in all, 20,000 fouls, and

confequently may furnifh between 4 and 5,020 warriors.

The fpeculations of curious idlenefs have framed many

fyftems to account for the population of this immenfe. con-

tinent. There is fcarce a people in the old world which

has not had its advocates ; and there have not been want*-

ing fome, who, defpairing to untie, have cut the knot, by

fuppoilng that the power which furnifhed America with

plants, has in the fame manner fupplied it with men 5 or at

leaft, that a remnant in this continent was faved from the

univerfal deluge, as well as in the other. As this fubje£l is

rather curious than ufeful, and, in its very nature, does not

admit of certainty, every thing that paffed in America be-

fore the arrival of the Europeans being plunged in Cimme-

rian darknefs, except thofe little traditional records, which

diffufe a glimmering light on the two empires of Mexico and

Peru, for about 200 years at moft before that period, wc

Ihall only flightly touch on that fubjeft ; chiefly for the fake

of taking notice of fome modern difcoveries which feem to

ftrengthen the probability of fome former ^theories. The

great fimilarity, or rather identity, of the perfons and man-

ners of the Americans, and thofe of the Tartars of the

north-eaftern parts of Afia, together with a prefumption,

which has long pofTeffed the learned, that Afia and America

were united, or at leaft feparated only by a narrow fea, has

inclined the more reflecting 'part of mankind to the opinion,

that- the true origin of the Indians is from this quarter.

The immenfe feas, which feparate the two continents on

every other fide, render it highly improbable that" any colo-

nies could ever have been fent acrofs them before the difco-

very of the magnetical compafs. The ingenious M. Bufibn

too has remarked, and the obfervation appears to be juft,

that there are no animals inhabiting in common the two con-

tinents, but fuch as can bear the colds of the north. Thus

there
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there are no elephants, no lions, no tigers, no camels In

America j but bears, wolves, deer, and elks in abundance,

abfolutely the fame in both hemifpheres. This hypothefis,

which has been gaining ground ever ilnce its firft appear-

ance in the world, is now reduced almoft to a certainty by

the late difcoveries of capt. Cook. That illuftrious. but

unfortunate navigator, in his laft voyage, penetrated for a

confiderable diftance into the ftreight which divides Afia

from America, which is only fix leagues wide at Its mouth ;

and therefore eafily prafticable for canoes. We may now

therefore conclude, that no farther inquiry will ever be

made Into the general origin of the american tribes.

Yet, after all, it Is far from being improbable that

various nations, by fiiipwreck, or otherwife, may have con-

tributed, in fome degree, to the population of this conti-

nent. The Carthaginians, who Jiad many fettlements on

the coaft of Africa, beyond the freights of Gibraltar, and

puflied their difcoveries as far as v/here the two continents

in that quarter approach each other the neareft, may pro-

bably have been thrown by tempefcs on the american coafl:,

and the companies of the veflels finding it impradlicable to

return, may have Incorporated with the former Inhabitants,

or have formed new fettlements, which, from want of the

necefi^ary infi:ruments to exerclfe the arts they were ac-

quainted with, would naturally degenerate into barbarity.

There are indeed fome ancient writers, who give us reafon

to fuppofe, that there were colonies regularly form.ed by

that nation In America, and that the communication, after

having continued for fome time, was flopped by order of

the ftate. But it is difiicult to conceive that any people,

eftabliflied with all thcfe necefiaries proper for their fitua-

tion, fliould ever degenerate, from fo high a degree of cul-

tivation as the Carthaginians pofiefled, to a total ignorance

even of the moft necell'vry arts : and therefore it feems pro-

bable,
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bable, that if th-at nation ever had fuch colonies, they maft

have been cut off by the natives, and every veftige of them

deftroyed.

About the ninth and tenth centuries, the Danes were the

greatert navigators in the univerfc. They difcovered and

fettled Iceland j and from thence, in 964, planted a colony

in Greenland. The ancient icelandic chronicles, as report-

ed by M. Mallet, contain an account of fome Icelanders,

who, in the clofe of an unfuccefsfial war, fled to Greenland,

and from thence weftward, to a country covered with vines,

which from thence they called Vinland.

The adventurers returned home, and conducted a colony

to their new difcovcry; but difturbances ariling in Den-

mark, all communication with Greenland, as well as Vin-

land, ceafed ; and thofe countries remained unknown to the

reft of the world for feveral ages. The remains of this co-

lony are probably to be found on the coaft of Labrador, in

the nation of the Efquimaux. The colour of their Ikins,

their hairy bodies and bufhy beards, not to mention the dif-

ference of manners, mark an origin totally diftinct from

that of theothcr Indians.

In the year 11 70, Madoc, fon of Owen C'A'ynnedh,

prince of Wales, dilTatlsfied v/ith the- fituation c'^ r^ffairs at

home, left his country, r.s related by the welfii hiftorians,

in queft of new fettlements, and leaving Ireland to the

north, proceeded weft till he difcovered a fertile country ;

where, leaving a colony, he returned, and perfuading many

of his countrymen to join him, put to fea with 10 fhips,

and was never more heard of.

This account has at feveral times drawn the attention of

the world ; but as no veftiges of them had then been

found, it was concluded, perhaps too rafhly, to be a fable,

or, at leaft, that no remains of the colony exifted. Of lata

years, however, the weftcrn fettlers hq.ve received frequent

accounts of a nation, inhabiting at a great diftance up the

-Mifiburi,
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Miflburi, in manners and appearance refembllng the other

Indians, but fpeaking welfli, and retaining fome ceremonies

of the chriftian worfliip j and at length this is univerfally

beUeved there to be a fa6t.

Captain Abraham Chaplain, of Kentucky, a gentleman

whofe veracity may be entirely depended upon, aflured the

author, that in the late _war, being with his company in

garrifon at Kalkalky, fome Indians came there, and, fpeak-

ing in the welfh dialed:, were perfectly underftood and con-

verfed with by two Welilimen in his company, and that

they informed them of the iituation of their nation as men-

tioned above.

The author is fenfible of the ridicule which the vain and

the petulant may attempt to throw on this account ; but as

truth only has guided his pen, he is regardlefs of the con-

fequences, and flatters himfelf, that, by calling the atten-

tion of mankind once more to this fubjedl, he may be the

means of procuring a more accurate inquiry into its truth,

which, if It fhould even refute the ftory of the Welfh,

will at leafl perform the important fervice to the world, of

promoting a more accurate difcovery of this immenfe conti-

nent.

There are feveral ancient remains in Kentucky, which

fecm to prove, that this country was formerly inhabited by

a nation farther advanced in the arts of life than the In-

dians. Thefe are there ufually attributed to the Welfh, who

are fuppofed to have formerly inhabited here ; but having

been expelled by the natives, were forced to take refuge

near the fources of the MiiTouri.

It is well known, that no Indian nation has ever praftifed

the method of defending themfelves by entrenchments j

and fuch a work would even be no eafy one, while thefe

nations were unacquainted with the ufe of iron.

In the neighbourhood of Lexington, the remains of two

ancient fortifications are to be feen, furnifhed with ditches

and
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and baftions. One of thefe contains about fix acres of land,

and the other nearly three. They are now overgrown with

trees, which, by the number of circles in the wood, appear

to be not lefs than 160 years old. Pieces of earthen vefTels

have alfo been plowed up near Lexington, a raanufadture

with which the Indians were never acquainted.

The burying-grounds, which were mentioned above, un-

der the head of Curiolities, form another ftrong argument

that this country was formerly inhabited by a people differ-

ent from the prefent Indians. Although they do not dif-

cover any marks of extraordinary art in the ftrufture, yet,

as many nations are particularly tenacious of their ancient

cuftoms, it may perhaps be worthy of inquiry, whether

thefe repofitories of the dead do not bear a conliderable re-

femblance to the ancient britifli remains. Some buildings,

attributed to the Pifts, are mentioned by the fcottifh anti-

quaries, which, if the author miftakes not, are formed

nearly in the fame manner. Let it be enough for him to

point out the road, and hazard fome uncertain conjectures.

The day is not far diflant, when the farthefl: recefles of this

continent will be explored, and the accounts of the Welfh

cftablifhed beyond the pofTibility of a doubt, or consigned

to that oblivion which has already received fo many luppo-

iitions founded on arguments as plaufible as thefe.

PERSONS AND HABITS.

The Indians are not born white ; and take a great deal

of pains to darken their complexion, by anointing them-

felves with greafe, and lying in the fun. They alfo paint

their faces, breafts, and fhoulders, of various colours, but

generally red 5 and their features are well formed, efpecially

thofe of the women. They are of a middle ftature, their

limbs clean and ftraight, and fcarcely any crooked or de-

formed perfon is to be found among them. In many parts

of their bodies they prick in gun-powder in very pretty'

B b figures



jyo WESTERN TERRITORY Of

figures. They fhave, or pluck the hair ofF their heads, ex*

cept a patch about the crown, which is ornamented with

beautiful feathers, beads, wampum, and fuch-like baubles.

Their ears are pared, and ftretched in a thong down to

their fhoulders. Tliey are wound round with wire to ex-

pand them, and adorned with iilver pendants, rings, and

bells, which they likewife wear in their nofes. Some of

them will have a large feather through the cartilage of the

Bofe ; and thofe who can afford it, wear a collar of wam-

pum, a filver breaftplate, and bracelets, on the arms and

wrifts. A bit of cloth about the middle, a fliirt of the

cnglifh make, on which they beftow innumerable broaches

to adorn it, a fort of cloth boots and mockafons, which arc

does of a make peculiar to the Indians, ornamented with

porcupine quills, with a blanket or match-coat thrown over

all, completes their drefs at home; but when they go to

war, they leave their trinkets behind, and mere necefTarles

ferve them. There is little difference between the drefs of

the men and women, excepting that a fhort petticoat, and

the hair, which is exceeding black and long, clubbed be-

hind, diftinguifh fome of the latter. Except the head and

eyebrows, they pluck the hair, with great diligence, from

all parts of the body, efpecially the loofer part of the fex.

Their warlike arms are guns, bows and arrows, darts,

fcalping-knives, and tomahawks. This is one of their moft

ufeful pieces of field furniture, ferving all the offices of the

hatchet, pipe, and fword. They are exceedingly expert in

throwing it, and will kill at a confiderable dirtance. The

world has no better markfmen, with any weapon. They

will kill birds flying, fifhes fwimming, and wild beafts

running.

GENIUS. '

The Indians are not fo ignorant as fome fuppofe thein,

but are a very underftanding people, quick of apprehenflon,

fudden in execution, fubtle in bufinefs, exquifite in invention,

an4
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and indudrlons in a6lion. They are of. a very gentle and.

amiable difpofition to thofe tliey think their friends, but as

implacable in their enmity ; their revenge being only com-

pleted in the entire deftrudlion of their enemies. They are

very hardy, bearing heat, cold, hunger and thirft, in a fur-

prifing manner^ and yet no people are more addidled to ex-

cefs in eating and drinking, when it is conveniently in their

power. The follies, nay mifchief, they commit when ine-

briated, are entirely laid to the liquor ; and no one will re-

venge any injury (murder excepted) received from one who

is no more himfelf. Among the Indians, all men are equal,

perfonal qualities being mofl efleemed. No diftindlion of

birth, no rank, renders any man capable of doing prejudice

to the rights of private perfons ; and there is no pre-emi-

nence from merit, which begets pride, and which makes

others too fenfible of their own inferiority. Though there

is perhaps lefs delicacy of fentiment in the Indians than

amongft us ; there is,' however, abundantly more probity,

with infinitely lefs ceremony, or equivocal compliments.

Their public conferences fliew them to be men of genius ;

and they have, in a high degree, the talent of natural elo-

quence.

They live difperfed In fmall villages, either in the woods,

or on the banks of rivers, where they have little plantations

of Indian corn, and roots, not enough to fupply their fami-

lies half the year, and fubfifting the remainder of it by hunt-

ing, fifhing, and fowling, and the fruits of the earth, which

grow fpontaneoufly in great plenty.

Their huts are generally built of fmall logs, and covered

with bark, each one having a chimney, and a door, on

which they place a padlock.

Old Chelicothe is built in form of a Kentucky ftatlon,

that is, a parallelogram, or long fquare ; and fome of their

houfes are fhingled. A long council-houfe extends the

whole length of the town, where the king and chiefs of the

B b ;& natioii
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hation frequently meet, and confult of all matters of im-

portance, whether of afivil or military nature.

So(ne huts are built by fetting up a frame on forks, and

placing bark againft it j others of reeds, and furrounded

with clay. The fire is in the middle of the wigwam, and

the fmoke pafTes through a little hole. They join reeds to-

gether by cords run through thein, which ferve them for

tables and beds. They moftly lie upon Ikins of wild beafts,

and {It on the ground. They have brafs kettles and pots to

boil their food ;
gourds or calabaflies, cut afunder, ferve

them for pails, cups, and difhes.

RELIGION.

The accounts of travellers, concerning their religion, are

arious 5 and although it cannot be abfolutely affirmed that

they have none, yet it muft be confefled very difficult to de-

fine what it is. All agree that they acknowledge'; one

fupreme God, but do not adore him. They have not fcea

him, they do not know him, believing him to be too far

exalted above them, and too happy in himfelf to be con-

cerned about the trifling affairs of poor mortals. They

feem alfo to beUeve in a future (late, and that after death

they fliall be removed to their friends, who have gone be-

fore them, to an elyfium, or paradife.

The Wyandotts, near Detroit, and fome others, have the

roman catholic religion introduced amongft them by mif-

fionaries. Thcfe have a church, a minifter, and a regular

burying-ground. Many of them appear zealous, and fay

prayers in their families. Thefe, by acquaintance with

white people, are a little civilized, which muft of neccffity

precede chriftlanity.

The Shawanefe, Cherokees, Chickafaws, and fome others,

are little concerned about fuperftition, or religion. Others

continue their former fuperflitious worfliip of the objects of

t-hclr love and fear, and cfpccially thofe beings whom they

moft
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moft dread, and whom therefore we generally denominate

devils ; though, at the fame time, it is allowed they pray t^

the fun, and other inferior benevolent deities, for fuccefs in

their undertakings, for plenty of food, and other necelTaries

in life.

They have their feftivals, and other rejoicing-days, on

which they fing and dance in a ring, taking hands, having

fo painted and difguifed themfelves, that it is difficult to

know any of them j and after enjoying this diverfion for a

while, they retire to the place where they have prepared a

feaft of fifli, flefh, fowls, and fruits ; to which ail are in-

vited, and entertained with their country fongs. They be-

lieve that there is great virtue in feafts for the fick. For

this purpofe. a young buck muft be killed and boiled, the

friends and near neighbours of the patient invited, and having

firft thrown tobacco on the iire, and covered it up clofe,

they all fit down in a ring, and raife a lamentable cry. They

then uncover the fire, and kindle it up ; and the head of

the buck is firfl fent about, every one taking a bit, and

giving a loud croak, in imitation of crows. They afterwards

proceed to eat all the buck, making a moll: harmonious,

melancholy fong ; in which ftrain their mufic is particularly

excellent.

As they approach their towns, when fome of their people

are loft in war, they make great lamentations for their dead,

and bear them long after in remembrance.

Some nations abhor adultery, do not approve of a plu-

rality of wives, and are not guilty of theft ; but there are

other tribes not fo fcrupulous in thefe matters. Amongft

the Chickafaws a hu{band may cut off the nofe of his wife,

if guilty of adultery j but men are allowed greater liberty^

This nation defpifes a thief. Among Iflie Cherokees they

cut off the nofe and ears of an adulterefs ; afterwards her

hufband gives her a difcharge ; and from this time fhe is not

permitted to refufe any one who pref^nts himfeif. Forni-

B b 3 cation
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cation is unnoticed ; for they allow perfons in a fingle flatcr

unbounded freed cj.n.

Their form of marriage is fKort— the man, before wit-

nefles, gives the bride a deer's foot, and fhe, in return, pre-

fents him with an ear of coi^, as emWems of their feveral

duties.

The women are very flaves to the inen ; which is a com-

mon cafe in rude, unpolilhed nations, throughout the world*

They are charged with being revengeful ; but this revenge is

only doing thcmfelves juftice on thofe v/ho injure them and

is feldom executed, but in»cafes of inirder and adultery.

Their king has no power to put any one to death by his

own authority j but the murdisrer is generally, delivered up

to the friends of the deceafed, to do as they pleafe. When
one kills another, his friend kills him, and fo they continue

until much blood is fhed ; and at lail the quarrel is ended

by mutual prefents. Their kings are heredirary, but their

authority extremely limited. No people are a more ftriking

evidence of the mif ries of mankind in the want of govern-

ment than they. Every chief, when offended, breaks off

with a party, fettles at fome diftance, and then commences

hoftilities againft his own people. They are generally at

war with each other, Tliefe are common circumftance?

amongft the Indians.

When they take captives in war, they are exceedingly

cruel, treating the unhappy prifoners in fuch a manner,

that death would be preferable to^'fe. They afterwards

give them plenty of food, load thenj^ with burdens, and

when they arrive at their towns, they^jriuft run the gaunt-

let. In this, the favages exercif.: fo miiChvCruchy, that one

would think it impofTiblc they fhould furVive their fuffer*

jngs. Many are killed ; but if one outlives this trial, he i^

adopted ijito a family as a fon, and treated with patern!

kindnefs
J and if he avoids iheir fuipicions of going awa}

is allowed tj^c fame privileges as their own people.
^ cw
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CONCLUSION.

Hating finiflied my intended narrative, I fliall clofe

fpith a few obfervations on the happy circumftances that the

inhabitants of Kentucky will probably enjoy, from the poi-

feffion of a country fo extenfive and fertile.

There are four natural qualities neceffary to promote the

happinefs of .9, country, viz. A good foil, air, water, and

trade. Thele, taken coUedlively, excepting the latter, Ken-

tucky poUefTes in a fuperior degree ; and, agreeably to our

defcription of the weftern trade, w^ conclude, that it wiL

be nearly equal to any other on the continent of America

and the difadvantage it is fubje<St to, be fully compenfated *

by the fertility of the foil.

This fertile region, abounding with all the luxuries of

nature, flored with all the principal materials for art and in-

duftry, inhabited by virtuous and ingenious citizens, muft

univerfally attra£l the attention of mankind, being fituated

in the central part of the extenfive american empire (the li<-

mits of whofe ample domains may be feen defcribed in the

fecond article of the late definitive treaty), where agri-

culture, induftry, laws, arts and fciences, flourifli j where

afflicted humanity raifes her drooping head , where fprings

a harveft for the poor; where confcience ceafes to be a

flave, and laws are no more than the fecurity of happinefs ;

where nature makes reparation for having created man ; and

government, fo long proftituted to the moft criminal pur-

pofes, eftablifhes an afylum in the wildernefs for the dif^

trefled of mankind.

The recital of your happirjefs will call to your country all

the unfortunate of the earth, who, having experienced op-

preffion, political or religious, will there find a deliverance

•from their chains. To you innumerable multitudes will emi-

grate from the hateful regions of defpotifm and tyranny

;

and you will furely welcome them as friends, as brothers ;

B b 4 you
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you will welcome them to partake with you of your happi-

nefs.—Let the memory of Lycurgus, the fpartan legiflator,

who baniflied covetoufnefs and the love of gold from his

country; the excellent Locke, who firft .taught the dodlrine

of toleration ; the venerable Penn, the firft who founded a

city of brethren ; and Wafliington, the defender and pro-

te£tor of perfecuted liberty, be ever the illuftrious examples

of your political condudt. Avail yourfelves of the benefits

of nature, and of the fruitful country you inhabit.

Let the iron of your mines, the wool of your flocks, your

flax and hemp, the fkins of the favage animals ihat wander

in your woods, be fafliioned into manufaftures, and take

'an extraordinary value from your hands. Then will you

rival the fuperfluities of Europe, and know that happinefs

may be found, without the commerce fo univerfally defired

by mankind.

In your country, like the land of promife, flowing with

milk and honey, a land of brooks of water, of fountains

and depths, that fpring out of vallics and hills, a land of

wheat and barley, and all kinds of fruits, you fliall eat

bread without fcarcenefs, and not lack anything in it ; where

you are neither chilled with the cold of Capricorn, nor

fcorchcd with the burning heat of cancer ; the mildnefs of

your air fo great, that you neither feel the efl'e<Sls of infec-

tious fogs, nor peftilential vapours. Thus, your country,

favoured with the fmiles of heaven, will probably be inha-

bited by the firft people the world ever knew.

ROAD from Philadelphia to the falls of the Ohio by

land.
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To Hunter's-town _ -, .

the mountain at Black's gap
the other fide of the mountain
the Stone-houfe tavern

Wad kin's ferry on Potowmac
Martinfburg

Winchefter ' -

Newtown
Stover's-town - _ .

Woodftock - _ -

Shenandoah iver

the north branch of Shanandoah
Stanton

the n^th fork of James river

James river

Botetourt court-houfe

Woods's on Catauba river

Paterlbn's on Roanoak
the Allegany mountain
New river - - -

the forks of the road

FortChiflel

a ftone mill

Boyd's

Head of Holfton

Washington court-houfe

, the b;ock-houfe

Powel's mountain
Walden's ridge

the Valley ftation

Martin Cabbin's

Cumberland mountain

the ford of Cumberland river

the Flat lick - - -

Stinking creek - - '

Richland creek

Down Richland creek

Raccoon fpring

Laurel river . -

Hazel patch

the ford on Rock Caftle river

Englifh's ftation _ _ .

Col. Edwards's at Crab orchard

li¥hitley's ftation'
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To Logan's ftation - - 572$
Clark's flation - - - 7 735
Crow's ftation - - _ 4 73^
Jiarrod's flation - - - 3 742
Harland's .- - - - 4 746
Harbifon's - - - -10756
Bard's-town r - i- - 25 781
the falt-works - - _ 25 806
the falls of the Ohio - - 20 826

Kentucky is fituated about fouth, 60^ vvcft from Phila*

delphia, and, on a flraight line, may be about Coo miles

diftant from that city.

ROAD and diftances from Philadelphia tp Pittsburg.

M. M. D.

From Philadelplila to Lancafter
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io fliorten the diflance to Virginia, and to fiviccth th

rugged paths, which a fhort time fince were our only tracts

of communication from one place to another.

You muft have obferved in a note I annexed to my lail

letter, the fecurity Kentucky enjoys from_ the cordon of

troops extending upon the weflern fide of the Ohio ; and

you have only to contemplate the advanced fettlements on

that fide of the river, I prefumcj to become perfectly con-

vinced of our permanent fafety from the attacks of the In-

dians.

At the mouth of the great Kanhaway, a fettlement has

been formed, which, united with the fettlements on Elk

river, makes it fufHciently populous to become a diftindl

county of Virginia, -by the name of Kanhaway: fo that if

y-ou look on either quarter of Kentucky, you will find its

frontiers are guarded by fettlements nearly adult.

Galliopolis, upon the weftern fide of the Ohio, a little

below the mouth of the great Kanhaway, and extending to

the Sciota river, fettled by the French, forms a barrier to

the north ; the forts, and the different fettlements conti-

guous to them, to the wefl ; Cumberland to the fouth ; and

iipon our back, or eafl, you will obferve the diftance through

the wildernefs, whicli feparates us from the back counties

of Virginia, is rapidly contracTting by the approximation of

our fettlements with thofe of Virginia and North-Carolina,

and which will very foon cut off the communication between

the northern and fouthern tribes of Indians.

There were two expeditions from Kentueky performed

againft the Indians in 1791, under the command of

generals Scott andWilkinfon, that I have not hitherto no-

ticed, and which had for their objecTt the chaftifement of a

predatory, troublefome, and warlike tribe, who lived in fe-

veral detached towns upon the Wabafh and its waters.

The particulars of thofe expeditions I do not think have

|}eep generally known in Europe, and as they were under^

takes
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taken when I was abfent from the country, I fhall fubjoin

an extraft from a letter I received from a friend, who form-

ed om of the party ; and which, I flatter myfelf, will be

found to cont^^in a confiderable Ihare of information, both

as to the manner and addrefs of the Kentuckians in Indian

warfare, and a more minute account of the country lying

between the Ohio and the Wabaft.

*' General Scott, at the head of 800 Kentucky volunteers,

inarched from onpofite the mouth of the Kentucky river,

about the beginning of June'; the courfe he fteered was

about north 20° weft, and in about 15 days he ftrucTc and

furprifed the lower Weau6teneau towns on the 'Wabafh

river, and the pararie adjoining j but unfortunately the river

at that time was not fordable, or the Kickapoo town on the

r.orth-wefl: fide, with the Indians who efcaped in their ca-

noes from the Weau town on the fouth, muft have fallen

completely into our hands ; however, about 20 warriors

were killed in the Weau villages^ and in the river crofling

the Wabafli, and 47 of their fciuaws and children taken pri-

foners.

« Immediately after the engagement, a council of war was

called, when it was determined, that Wilkinfon fhould crofs

the Wabafii under cover of the night, with a detachment

of 4C0 men, and endeavour to furprife the town of Kath-

tippacanunck, which was fituated upon the north fide of

that river, at the mouth of Tippacanoe creek, and about 20

, miles ab^ve the lower Weau towns. This expedition was

condu£ldd with Co much caution and celerity, that Wilkin-

fon arrived at the margin of the pararie, within a mile, and

toth; weft of the town, about an hour before the break of

day ; whilft a detachment was taking a circuit through the

pararie to co-operate with the main body on a given llgnal,

d.-.y appeared, and the volunteers rufhed into the town with

.\n jmpctuollty not to be rcfifted. The detachment in ad^

Vncc reached tiu: Ti['pacanoc creek the very moment the



NORTH AMERICA. * -381

laft of the Indians were croffing, when a very brifk fire took

place between the detachment and the Indians on the oppo-

fite fide, ha which feveral of their warriors were killed, and

two of our men wounded. ^

*'This town, which contained about 120 houfes, 80 of

which were fliingle-roofed, was immediately burnt and level-

led with the ground ; the beft houfes belonged to french

traders, whofe gardens and improvements round the town

were truly delightful, and every thiog confidered, not a

little wonderful ; there was a tavern, with cellars, bar,

public and private rooms ; and the whole marked a con-

fiderable fhare of order, and no fmall degree of civilization.

*« Wilkinfon returned with his detachment, after delliroy-

ing the town, and joined the main army about feven in the

evening ; and the day following our little army were put in

motion with their prifoners j and fl:eering about fouth, in

12 days reached the rapids of the Ohio, with the lofs only

of two men, who unfortunately were drowned in croffing

Main White river.

" The fuccefs of this expedition encouraged government

to fet another on foot, under the command of general Wil-

kinfon ; which was dcftined to operate againft the fame

tribes of Indians j whofe main town, near the m.outh of

Ell river, on the Wabalh, had not been attacked in the firft

excurfion j and accordingly, on the firft of Auguft following,

the general, at the head of 5^ mounted volunteers, march-

ed from fort Wafiiington, north 16"^ weft, fteering, as it

were, for the Maumic villages on the Picaway fork of the

Maumic (or Miami of the lake) and St. Mary's river.—This

movement was intended as :. feint, and the Indians, who

afterwards fell upon our trail, we completely deceived j

nor did we change our courfe, until by the capture of a

Delaware Indian, we afcertained that we were within 3a

miles of the principal of the Maumic villages, and having

marched down our northing, at the very time we received

the
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the information, fhiftcd our courfe to due weft ; and at fli^

diftance of i8d miles from fort Wafhington we ftruck the

Wabafli within two miles and a half of Longuille, or, as the

Indians call it, Kenapacomaqua.—It was about 4 P. M.

when we reached that river, and croffing it immediately,

we marched in four columns acrofs the neck of land formed

by the junilion of the Wabafh and Ell rivers
;
paffing feveral

indian waf pofts that had been frefh painted, we arrived

completely concealed oh the fouth bank of Ell river, and

direftly oppoflte the town of Kenapacomaqua.

« The furprife of this town was fa very complete, that

before we received orders to crofs the river and rufli upon

the town, we obferved feveral children playing on the tops

of the houfes, and could diftinguifh the hilarity and merri-

ment that feemed to crown the feftivity of the -villagers, foff

it was in the feafon of the green corn dance.

* The want of daylight, and a morafs, that nearly en-

circled the town, prevented us from fuddenly attacking,

which enabled feveral of the Indians to efcape ; and in fomc

meafure obfcured the brilliancy of the enterprlfe, by limit-

ing the number of warriors killed to 11, and capturing 40

fquaws and their children, after burning all the houfes, and

deftroying about 200 acres of corn ; which was then in the

milk, and in that ftage when the Indians prepare it for

toflbmanony. This fuccefs was achieved with the lofs of

two men, who were killed.

*' About four o'clock in the afternoon we mounted our

prifopers, and took a weft and by north courfe toward the

little Kickapoo town, which the general hoped to furprife

on his way to the great Kickapoo town, in the pararic, on

the watprs of the Illinois river ; but the difficulties we en-

countered in this march, through thefe almoft boundlefs

pararies, were fuch, that upon our arrival at little Kickapoo

town, we found one half the horfes in the army non-effec-

tive, and unlikely to reach the Ohio, by the nearell courfe

we
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we could take ; which conflderatlon induced the general to

relinqaifh the enterprife againft the great Kickapoo town j

and accordingly, after deftroying about 200 acres of corn

at Kathtippacanunck, Kickapoo, and the lower Weaudleneau

towns, we gained general Scott's return track, and' on the

2ift of Auguft, after a circuitous march of 486 miles, ar-

rived with our prifoners at Louifville.

*' In the courfe of this march, I had an opportunity of

obferving the general face of the country through which we

palTed.—Between fort Walhlngton, at the croffing of the

great Miami, where at prefent there is a confiderable fettle-

ment under the protedlion of fort Hamilton, a fine body

of land is found, but which is very indifferently watered.

The fituation of fort Hamilton is well chofen, as advanta-

geous for defence, as pleafing to the eye; it flands on a"

narrow neck of land, commanding the Miami on the N. W-
and a pararie and fheet of water on the N. E. about a mile

wide, and two miles and an half long ; from this pararie an

abundant fupply of forage may be got for the ufe of the

army by repeated mowings of a very fine natural grafs, from

the month of June till the end of September. After palling

the Miami river hills, on the wefl: fide, the country in places

is broken, though, generally fpeaking, from thence to the

limits of our march, toward the Maumic villages the face of

it is agreeably varied with hills and dales ; well watered, and

the timber moftly fuch as indicates a ftrong and durable foil.

Between the Maumic trace and our weft line of march to-

ward Kenapacomaqua, there are a number of beech fwamps,

which will require draining before they will admit of fettle-

ments being formed—'there are however delightfully pleafant

and fertile fituations on the Calemut and Salamine rivers,

which are only inferior to the woody plains of Kentucky in

extent and climate. The pararie, in which was fituated

Kenapacomaqua, on the north bank of Ell river, is chiefly

a morafsj
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a morafs, and produces little elfe, other th?n hazel, fallow,

a fpecies of dwarf poplar, and a very coarfe, but luxuriant

grafs ; the latter of which covers moilly the whole furface of

the earth.—The fame kind of pararie extends, with little

alteration, until you approach Kathtippacanunck, when the

whole country gradually alTumes a more pleafing and valuable

appearance.

" On our line of march from Kenapacomaqua to Kathtip-

pacanunck (the diftance of which, from the traverfes we were

obliged to make to avoid impaflable moraffes, was 60 miles),

in feveral places, the profpect was only bounded by the na-

tural horizon, the uniformity of which was here and there

broken by the diftant looming of a grove on the edge of the

plane, which ftrongly refembled the projetfling points of a

coaft clothed with wood, and feen by mariners at a diftance

from the fhore.

*' The fituation of the late town of Kathtippacanunck was

well chofen for beauty and convenience ; it flood in the

bofom of a delightful furrounding country on a very rich

bottom, extending' eafl and weft, on the Wabafli river,

about two miles ; the bottom about half a mile wide, bound-

ed on the eaft by TippacanoC, and weflward by a beautiful

rifing ground, flcirted and clothed with thin woods—from

the upper bank you command a view of the Wabafli river,

which is terminated by a towering growth of wood to the

fouth, and Tippacanoe creek to the eaft — the country in

the rear from the upper bank fprcads into a level pararie of

firm, flrong land, of an excellent quality, interfperfed with

copfes, naked groves of trees, and high mounds of earth

of a regular and conical form, all of which confpire to re-

lieve the eye, and cheer the fcene with the moft agreeable

variety. The top of this bank, which is level with the plane

of the pararie, and about 200 feet perpendicular from the

bottom in which the town ftood, forms an angle about 60°,

and
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and about midway there iflue from its fide two living foun-

tains, which, have hitherto conflantly fupplied the town

with water

** The country between Kathtippacanunck and the little

Kickapoo town is beautiful beyond defcription. The nu-

merous breaks, and intermixture of woodland and plains*

give the whole an air of the moll: perfecSl tafte *, for nature

here, in a propitious hour, and in a/benignant mood, feems to

have deligned to prove, in beautifying, how far fhe excels

our utmoft efforts, and the moll laboured improvements of .,

art.

*« Between the little Kickapoo town and the lower

Weaucteneau towns, the land is of the firll-rate quality—at

the edge of the woodlands, and before you defcend into

the river bottoms, one of the moft charming profpefts the

imagination can form, difplays itfeif in all the variegated

pride of the moft captivating beauty. From this place,

through the glades and viftas of the groves in the bottom,

you catch a view of the meandering river, which filently

fteals through this fmiling country, as if pregnant with its

charms, and as if it was hurrying to communicate its joys

to lefs happy ftreams. The bottoms of the Waballi on the

oppofite fide are confined by a bluff bank nearly 200 feet,

which breaks the fcenery of the valley, and runs parallel

with the river—from the top of this bank a plain is Icen

ftretching out to the eafl: and weft as far as the eye can reach,

without tree or bufh, covered with a moft luxuriant herbage,

and in every refpe<^ alTaming the appearance of an highly

improved and cultivated meadov/. The plain is terminated

on the fouth by a diftant p!ofpe«St of the riling woodlands,

which, with a mifty bloom , and in ^11 that azure beauty, fo

peculiar to thefe fair regions, here appears in all its zethe-

real luflre i and feems finally loft in combining with the

douds.

" Thcpararies extend about 25 m'Aes fouth of the Wabafli;

C c from
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from thence the country gradually breaks into hills and val-

h'es ; and until we reached the waters of White river, vrc

found the foil tokrably good. There it is very much

broken, the boitoms of the rivers are narrow, and fubjedt

to frequent and violent inundations.

" There is fomc toler?.ble good land on Rocky river; but

as we approached the waters of the Blue river, the country

again opens into plains, in which are interfperfed clumps of

fcrubby oak, dwarf laurel, plum and hazel, that extend to In-

dian creek, when the country again improves, and though it

is rather broken, it continued to improve until we reached

the rapids of the Ohio.''

What I formerly advanced refpe<Sting a new ftate being

formed in ten years from that date, weft of the Ohio, mere-

ly as conjcfturc, does not appear to me at prefent the leaft

problematical.

The circumftances attending the rife of the ftate of Ken-

tacky were infinitely more perilous and calamitous than ex-

tending our fettlcments farther weftward is likely to be:

—

and when it. is remembered that ftate rofe from an unin-

habited wild, detached from every other country from

which it would obtain fupplies a diftance of feveral hundred

miles, and expofcd on every quarter to the mercilefs fury of

rhe favages, in a fhortcr period of time, and that our pre-

fent infant fettlements are protefted by a ftrong and active

military force, dircfted by fatal and improved experience of

our former misfortunes, with a cultivated country at their

back, which pours forth anabundance of refources to fup-

port them againft the effctSls of contingencies and dififters,

I think we may contemplate, with every degree of human

certainty, the fuccefs of fuch a fpeculation.

The fetrlemcnt at the mouth of the great Kanhaway,

which did not commence until 1785, and which was an tera

when our weftern affairs had a moft gloomy afpe^l, confti-

tutes already, with the fettlements above the river Elk, a

diftinft
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diftlnft county, and in which the laws of the ftate to which

It belongs are adminiftered with great precilion and juftice.

Galleapolis and the lettlements upon the Miami increafe

daily in ftrength, while frefh encouragement and fecurity

are given to emigrants by the vigilance of the army in their

neighbourhood; who fo completely overawe the Indians^

that little harm in future can be dreaded'from their incur-

fions, and they well know their partial fuccefTes hitherto

were owing to the folly of our war minifter, and the inex-

perience of the officers of his appointment—but the fyftera

has been completely changed—and the fuccefs of Wilkin-

fon and Scott's expedition is amply fufficient to juftify the

aieafurc.

Cc2



APPENDIX.

No, I.

An hiftorical narrative and topographical defcription of

Louillana, and Weft-Florida, comprehending the river

Miffiffippi, with its principal branches and fettlements,

and the rivers Pearl, Pafcagoula, Mobille, Perdido, Ef-

camba, Chafta-Hatcha, &c. the climate, foil, and pro-

duce, whether animal, vegetable, or mineral -, with direc-

tions for failing into all the bays, lakes, harbours and
rivers on the north fide of the gulf of Mexico, and for

navigating between the illands iituated along that coaft,

and afcending the Miffiffippi river. By Thomas Hut-
chins, geographer to the United States.

THE PREFACE. '

OEVERAL years refidence in the province of Weft-Florida,

during which I entered into a minute examination of its; coafts,

harbours, lakes, and rivers, having made me perfectly acquainted

with their fituation, bearings, foundings, and every particular re-

quifite to be known by navigators, for their benefit 1 am induced

to make my obfervations public. The expence and trouble at

which this knowledge has been acquired, are far from inconfiderable

;

however, if the accurate furveys and defcriptions I am thereby ena-

bled to give, prove inftruftive and beneficial to my country, 1 Jhall

efteem myfelf amply repaid.

It may be proper to obferve that I have had the afliftanc* of the

remarks and furveys, fo far as relates to the mouths of the Miflif-

fippi, and the coaft and foundings of Weft- Florida, of the late in-

genious Mr. George Gauld, a gentleman who was employed by the

lords of the britifti admiralty for the exprefs purpofe of making an

accurate chart of the abovemcntioned places.

I have alfo had recourfe, in defcribing fome parts of the Miffif-

fippi, to the publication of captain Pitman, who refided many years

on that river, and was well acquainted with the country through

which it flows.

A particular detail of the advantages that may in time accrue to

the pofleflbrs of Weft-Florida, with a complete defcription of the

country and its productions, would not make an improper addition

to the following work ; but as the more immediate purpofe of it is

to
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to point cut the dangers of its coafts to the approaching mariner, I

(hall confine the cnribry remarks I make on there heads, to fuch

particulars on]y as are moft deferving of notice.

Before I enreron the profccution ofmy defign, I would juft ob-

ftrve, that I fha!! be more folicitous to make the refult of my in-

veftigations ufeful than amufing ; 1 Ihall endeavour rather to be
clear and intelligible, than ftudy to deliver myfelf in flond lan-

guage.

A DESCRIPTION of the river Miffiffippi and the

country through which it flows, called Louifiana, would
have been the firft objefts fubmitted to the reader's atten-

tion ; were it not humbly prefumed that a fhort account of

the difcovery of the river Miffiffippi, and a view of the

different ftates to which its banks have been fubjedled, are

judged necelTary, before their defcription is attempted.

The merit of firfi: difcovering the river Miffiffippi (or, in

the language of the natives, Mefchafipi, for the general ap-

pellation of the former is a corruption of the latter), accord-

ing to Lewis Hennepin's account publifhed in London 1698,
is due to the fieur la Salle, who difcovered that river in

1682. It feems that father Hennepin forgot that this river

was previoufly difcovered by Ferdinand de Soto in 1541,
alio by colonel Wood in 1654, and by captain Bolt in 1670.
Monfieur de la Salle was the firft who traverfed that river.

In the fpring of the fame year 1682, he paffed down to the

mouths of the Miffiffippi ; he afterwards remounted that

river, and returned to Canada in the month of Oftober fol-

lowing, from whence he took his paflage to France, where
he gave fo flattering an account of the advantages that

would certainly accrue from the fettling a colony in thofe

parts, that a company was formed for carrying thofe defigns

into execution, with a fquadron confifting of four veflels

;

having on board a fufficient number of perfons, and all

kinds of goods and provifions, neceffary for the fervice of

the new colony, which he propofed to fix at or near the

mouth of the Miffiffippi. But having failed beyond the

mouth of the river, he attempted to fix a colony at the

bay of St. Bernard, where he arrived the iSth of February

1684, about 100 leagues weflward of the Miffiffippi, There
his men underwent I'uch hardfliips, that moft of them perifli-

ed miferably. The leader, animated with an ardent defire

of extending his difcoveries, made various excurlions with

fuch of them who were able to travel ; but on the 1 9th of

C c 3 March



290 LOUISIANA AND .WEST-FLORIDA.

March 1687, two of his men villainoully murdered him,
when exploring the interior parts of the country, in fearch

of mines, and of the tract which led to thole of St. Earbe
in new Mexico.

About feven years after, monf. Ibberville, a refpedlabfe

ofEcer in the French navy, undertook to execute whatever

Ja Salle had promifed ; and his reputatron being eftablifhed

already, the court entrufled him with the conduct of the

proje6t. He carried his people very fafely to the mouth of

the great river, and there laid the foundation of the firft

colony the French ever had on the Miffiffippi. He took

care to provide them with every thing necelTary for their

lubfiftence, and obliged them to ereft a fort, for their de-

fence againft the Indians. 1 his being done, he returned to

France in order to obtain fupplics.

The fuccefs of his voyage made him extremely welcome
at court, and he was focn-in a condition to put to fea again.

His fecond voyage was as fortunate as the firft: ; but very

unluckily for his colony, he died whilft he \\z.s preparing for

the third. The delign might have been abandoned, had
not Crozat, a private man of an immenfe fortune, under-

taken its fupport at his cv/n expcnce. In 17 12, the king

gave him Louifiana. Thus Lewis imitated the pope, who
divided between the kings of Spain and Portugal the terri-

tories of America, where the holy fee had not one inch of

ground.

In this grant the bounds are fixed by the Illinois river

and the lake of that name en the north ; by Carolina on the

eaft, the gulf cf Mexico on the foutji, and new Mexico
on the weft. As to Canada, or new France, the french

court would fcarcely admit it had any other" northern

boundary than the pole. The avidity of Great Britain was

equal, but France having been unfortunate in the war of

}JJo, the northern boundary of Canada was fixed by the trea-

ty of Utrecht in 1713. It alfigns new I'ritain and Ihidfon's

buy, on the north ot Canada, to Great Britain ; and com-
millioncrs afterwards on both fides afcertaincd the limits by

an iiiiaginary line, running from a cape or pro.Tiontory in

new Britain to the Atlantic ocean, in 58 degrees 30 minutes

north latitude, thence fouth-wefl to the lake Mifgofink or

Miftafim*, from thqice farther fouth-wefl direcHily'to the

latitude of 49 degrees?: all the lands to the north of the

iinaginary line, being afligncd to Great Britain ; and all

fouihwurd of that line, as far as the livcrof St. Lawrence,
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to the French. Thefe were at that time the true hmits of

Louiflaiia and Canada, Crozat's grant not fubfifling long

after the death of Lewis XIV.
In order -to have ibme plaufible pretence for fetting on

foot a prcject for changing the face of public affairs in

Prance, this ftttlement was thought the mori: convenient

;

and therefore all imaginable pains were taken to reprefent it

as a paradife, and a place from whence insxhauftible riches

might be derived, provided due encouragement could be ob-

tained from, government. For this purpofe it was thought
requifite that a new company fhould be erected, to make
way for which Mr. Crozat was to refign his grant ; which he
did accordingly.

This occalioned the noife that was made about the Mif-

Hffippi, not in France only, but throughout all Europe,

which was filled with romantic {lories of the vaft fruitfulnefs

of the banks of this great river, and the incredible wealth

that was likely to flow from thence ; and thofe accounts,

though true in part, in the end proved ruinous to many.
Before the treaty of peace in 1762, Louifiana, or the

fouthern part of new France, extended in the french maps
from the gulf of Mexico, in about ap^degrecs, to near 45
degrees of north latitude, on the weft of the Mlfliffippi, and
to near 39 degrees on its eaftern bank. Its boundaries were
Canada on the north ; New York, Pennfylvania, Maryland,

Virginia, North and South-Carolina, Georgia, and the

north-weft part of the eafternmoft peninfula of Florida, on
the eaft ; the gulf of Mexico on the fouth ; and laftly, the

kingdom of new Mexico on the weft.

The european ftates having obferved that kings and re-

publics claimed the fovereignty of every traft which had
been feen, and were pretended to have been difcovered by
navigators failing under their flags, their geographers were

not permitted to publifli maps which might have contra-

dialed fuch wild claims. This was the abfurdity of former

days. But political circumftances often emboldened pre-

tenders to urge their chimerical rights ; and their rio lefs

chimerical Opponents then yidded what they had no better

right to ced*. But the ablurd recognition of fuch abfurd

pretenfions is but. a temporary compliance. It ever did and

ever will fow the feeds of implacable animofities and con-

tentions, until preoccupancy and cultivation, the true tefts

of lawful pofleffion, fball have remedied the former inva-

lidity of the claim.

Cc4 , BotS
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Both fides of the Mifliffippi continued under the do-

minion of his moft chriftian majefty till the peace of 1762,
when the eaftern fide was ceded to the k'ng of Great Bri-

tain by the 7th article of the definitive treaty, in the follow-

ing words : « In order to reeftablifli peace on folid and
durable foundations, and to remove for ever all fubje£ts of

difpute with regard to the limits of the britifh and freneh

territories on the continent of America, it is agreed, that

for the future, the confines between the dominions of his

britannic majefty, in that part of the world, fhall be fixed

irrevocably by a line drawn along the middle of the river

Mifliflippi, from its fource to the river Ibberville, and froin

thence, by a line drawn along the middle of this river, and
the lakes Maurepas and Ponchartrain, to the fea ; and for

this purpofe the moft chriftian king cedes in full right, and
guaranties to his britannic majefty, the river and port of
the Mobille, and every thing which he poflefles, or ought
to pofiefs, on the left fide of the river Mifliflippi, except

the town of new Orleans, and the ifland in which it is fitu-

ated, which flbiall remain to France ;
provided that the navi-

gation of the river Mifliflippi ftiall be equally free, as well

to the fubjedls of Great Britain, as to thofe of France, in

its whole length, from its fource to the fea, and exprefsly

that part which is between the faid ifland of new Orleans,

and the right bank of that river, as'well as the paflage both
in and out of its mouth : it is further ftipulated that the

vefl^els belonging to the ftibjecls of either nation, fhall not

be ftopped, vifited, or fubjefted to the payment of any duty
whatfoever. The ftipulations inferted in the 4th article, in

favour of the inhabitants of Canada, fhall alfo take place

with i-egard to the inhabitants of the countries ceded by
this article."

In the year 176?, and the day before the preliminary ar-

ticles to the peace were figned, his chriftian majefty ceded
to Spain all his territories on the weftern fide of the Miflif-

fippi, together with the town of new Orleans, and the pe-

ninfula in which it is fituated on the eaftern bank. But the

inhabitauts of Louifiana were ignorant of this ceflion before

the year 1764, when Mr, d'Abbadie, then governor, pub-
Hftie»i the king's letter to him on that fubjetSt, mentioning
the date of the ceflion, and containing a declaration that he
had ftipulated with Spain that the frcnch laws and ufages

fhould not be altered.

Ths definitive treaty, between Great-Britain and the

United
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XJnited States of America, figned at Paris the 3d day of

September 1783, runs as follows :

" Article i. His britannic majefty acknowledges the faid

United States, viz. New-H^mpfhire, Maflachufetts-Bay,

Rhode-Ifland and Providence plantations, Connecticut,

New-York, New-Jerfey, Pennfylvania, Delaware, Mar3'land,

Vir&inia, North-Carolina, South-Carolina, and Georgia to

be free, fovereign, and independent ftates j that he treats

with them as fuch, and for himfelf, his heirs and fucceffors,

reli^iquifhes all claims to the government, property, and ter-

ritorial rights of the fame, and every part thereof.

*< Article 2. And that all difputes which might arife m
future, on the fubjeft of the boundaries of the faid United
States, may be prevented, it is hereby agreed and declared,

that the following are and fliall be their boundaries, viz.

From the north-weft angle of Nova Scotia, viz. that angle

which is formed by a line drawn due north from the fourcc

of St. Croix river to the highlands, along the faid highlands,

which divide thofe rivers that empty themfelves into the

river St. Laurence from thofe which fall into the Atlantic

ocean, to the north-wefternmoft head of Connedlicut river;

thence down along the middle of that river to the 45tli

degree of north latitude ; from thence by a line due weft ia

faid latitude, until it ftrikes the river Irriquois or Cataraqui

;

thence along the middle of the faid river into lake Ontario.;

through the middle of the faid lake until it ftrikes the com-
munication by water between that lake and lake Erie \

thence along the middle of faid communication into lake

Erie, through the middle of faid lake, until it arrives at the

water communication between that lake and lake Huron,
thence through the middle of faid lake to the water commu-
nication between that lake and lake Superior ; thence

through lake Superior, northward of the ifles Royal and
Phelipeaux, to the Long lake j thence through the middle of

faid Long lake and the water communication between it and
the lake of the Woods, to the faid lake of the Woods,
thence through the faid lake to the moft north-weftern

point thereof, and from thence on a due weft courfe to the

river Miftifiippi ; thence by a line to be drawn along the

middle of the faid river Miffiffippi ; thence by a line to be

drawn along the middle of the faid river Miffiffippi until it

fhall interfett the northernmoft part of the 31ft degree of

north latitude. South, by a line to be drawn due eaft from

the determination pf the line laft mentioned in the latitude

of
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of 31 degrees north of the equator, to the middle of the

river Apalacliicola or Catanouche : thence along the middle
thereof to its jurdtion with the Flint river : thence flraight

to the head of St Mary's river : and thence down along

the middle of St. Mary's river to the Atlantic ocean : eaft,

by a line to be drawn along the middle of the river St.

Croix, from its mouth in the bay of Fundy to its fource,

and from its fource directly north to the aforefaid highlands

\phich divide the rivers that fall into the Atlantic ocean

from thofe which fall into the river St. Laurence, compre-
hending all iflands within 20 leagues of any part of the

fhores of the United States, and lying between lines to be

drawn due eaft fror.» the points where the aforefaid bound-
aries between Nova-Scotia on the one part, and Eaft-

Florida on the other, thall refpetSlively touch the bay of

Fundy and the Atlantic ocean, excepting fueh iflands as

now are or heretofore have been within the limits of the

faid province of Nova-Scotia.
«* Article 8. The navigation of t4ie river Mifliffippi, from

its fource to the ocean, (hall for ever remain free and open
to the fubjefts of Great Britain, and the citizens of the

United States,"

Having mentioned all the boundaries that were at differ-

ent periods arligned to Louifiuna, the condudl of the Spa-

niards, on pofTeffing themfclves of that colony, is to be con-

fidcTtd next in courfe.

Don Antonio UUoa arrived at new Orleans about the

middle of the year 1766, but deferred to take poffeflion of

the government of the colony in his catholic majefty^s name,
untii he had received ipccial orders to that effedl.

In the beginning of the year 1767, 2000 fpanlfli foldiers

•were fent from the Havnnna, but he did not then take pof-

feflion of the country. He fent however about 60 of thefe

troops to ere(St two forts, one oppofite to the britifli fort,

named Bute, on the mouth of the Ibbervillc, and the other

on the wcl'tein fide of the Mifhflippi, a little below the

Natchez, vhcre a detachment of britifh troops had taken

poft i anotlur party was fent in the autumn of 1767 to

build a fort at the mouth of the river MilTouri ; but the

commandant had pofitive orders not to interfere with the

civil government of the Illinois country, where monf. dc

Saint Ange tl^c french commandant continued to command
with about 20 french foldiers. Don Antonio UUoa, with-

out taking poUlfiion in his catholic piajeliy's name, and

con-
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confequently without authority from France or Spa'n, efta-

blifhed monopolies, reftridled commerce, and committed fe-

Teral abufes, which rendered him odious to the colonifls.

At laft, on the 29th of O6lober 1768, the council ifTued a

decree to oblige him and the principal fpanifh officers to

leave the province in November following, notwithftanding

M. Aubry's remonftrances, and the protelt he made againft

the edi(5l of the council.

Don UUoa's conduft had rendered him the mrrc ob-
noxious ; as, from the letter writteb by the king of France,

acquainting Mr. d'Abbadie with the ceffion he had made to

Spain, it appeared that the two kings had agreed, that Loui-
fiana Ihould retain her laws, privileges, and cuftoms, Ihe
French, n^y the Spaniards themfelves, all blamed Mr. Au-
bry's acquiefcence ; for every one was fenfible that the king
of France never would have directed him to treat don Ulloa
with an obfequioufnefs which degraded royal authority and
the french nation ; and that his inftruflions could, at moft,

authorife Mr. Aubry to follow that officer's advice, luitil the

government of Louifiana fhould be delivered to Spain.

Whatever entreaties had been ufed to perfuade don Ulloa
to take poireffion, and by that meafure render the exercifc

of his authority lawful, he evaded, but did not ceafe to op-

prefs ; fo that he loft the efteem which he had acquired by

the' publication of his voyages; and the colonifts having

been informed of the feverity with which he had governed

the city of Quito in Peru, he was only confiJered as a ty-

rant, whofe fole merit was to be learned in the mathe-
matics.

The fuperior council, guided by the intendant and the

attorney-gener?J, having threatened him with a profccution,

he declared that, at the Balize, Mr Aubry had privately

delivered to him the command of the colony. As none

could conceive that a clandefiine poffelTlon ought to autho-

rife the public exercife of fovereign power, Ulloa's declara-

tion was judged an artifice of the grofleft texture ; and Mr.

Aubry, who affirmed the declaration to be true, was not

believed. It made him fall into contempt, and emboldened

the leaders of the party which oppofed him. Thefe in-

crcafed the doubts of the public relative to the ceffion, and

ferved to convince every one, that the Spaniards did not

ferioufiy intend taking pofleffion :—<' The ceffion," faid

they, *' was made m 1762, the day before the preliminary

articles of peace were figncd : near two years elapfcd before

it
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it was firft known by the king's letter to Mr. d'Abbadie

:

more than another year paiTed before the arrival of don
UUoa, who has been above two years in the country, and
did not yet take polTeffion." If the refleftions occafioned

•by thefe circumftances put together ; if the conjeftures fcat-

tered in the engliili newfpapers, or by the Englifh who
Came into the country, led the inhabitants to think that the

ceffion was fiftitious, and a ftate manoeuvre, their fears

were at the fame time quieted, fince they did not appre-

hend thofe evils which the change of fovereignty makes al-

moft unavoidable, even when the new government is milder

-and more favourable. On the other Ixand, their indigna-

tion was the greater againft don UUoa, who abufed the rea-

fons of ftate that were fuppofed to be the caufe of his hav-

ing been fent to Louifiana ; who availed himfelf of Mr.
Aubry's imbecility, to eftablifh a fpecies of defpotifm, the

more intolerant, as it fliocked the manners of the french

nation.

To put a ftop to this tyranny, it would have been fuf-

ficient to commence, with circumfpecSlion, a juridical pro-

fecution againft him, and inform the minillry of the pro-

ceedings. But the council began by ifTuing a decree for ex-

pelling him and the Spaniards. To reduce the people to

the neceffity of fupporting that violence, the leaders excited

them to offend the king ot Spain, from whom they had re-

ceived no injury, and who doubtiefs would have punifhed

his officer, had the council proceeded with refpeiSV, and
ufed lawful means to tranfmit to him their grievances. But
indignities were offered to the fpanifli flag; a ftep which
rendered the infult perfonal to the king of Spain, and made
him overlook his envoy's mifdcmcanors. This is not all

:

the council and the inhabitants fent deputies to France,

charged them tp reprefent the grievances of the colony to

their fovereign, and ftipplicate him to retain the province.

Their prayers were accompanied with proteilations of devo-

tion ar)J loyalty. But before the departure of thefe depu-
ties, the leaders of the faction feduced fome members of

the council, fccretly lent another deputation to Pcnfacola ;

and, without the people's knowledge, offered Louifiana to

Great ]>ritain !

The dread of being called to account, with which the

crafty don Ulloa had often threatened the intendant and
the attorney-general, that he might obftru<^ their profecu-

tions, anc| filencc tjieni, relatively to his own condu£l, was

doubtlpT*
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doubtlefs the fde caufe of that defperate ftep, the authors

of which might have forefeen the unfuccefsful ifllie, had
thejr not been bereft ef their fenfes. It is true that there

has been no public inquiry on that head ; and therefore,

the public has no juridical proof of this fa6l ; but the cha-

radlerillics of fuch inquiry as was made, its terrifying appa-

ratus, its refult, and the concerted filence of thofe by whom
It was direcled, iiiihciently confirm not only what is openly

faid among the Englifh, but what the inhabitants of Loui-
fiana whifper to each other, when complaining of their

miferies with which the perfidioufnefs of their leaders had
loaded them, though not accomplices of their crimes. It

is alfo faid, that the governor of Weft-Florida was unwill-

ing to countenance the treafon and revolt of the fubjedts of

a prince then in peace with Great Britain : it is atlirmed

that he Tent to Mr Aubry the original offers he had receiv-

ed, and that don Ulloa, who had not yet failed, carried

"them with him to Europe for his juftificatlon. Why then
did not Mr. Aubry produce that paper to confound the

confpirators ? They would have been looked upon with ex-

ecration by the people whom they had betrayed, and the

disturbances would have immediately fubfided. Can it be

believed, that the governor of Florida infifted on fecrecy,

as it is intimated by fome perfons who would be glad to

apologize for Mr. Aubry's conduct refpefting this matter ?

Had the inteftine divilions, which then rent the britifh co-

lonies of North- America, induced the britifh governor to

difcover the confpiracy in order to prevent the fatal confe-

quences of fo dangerous an example, would not fecrecy

have deprived him of the only fruit he could expedl from
his policy ?

Moniieur de Sacier, one of the council, with two other

gentlemen of the colony, who were fent to France with the

edid: of the fuperior council, and to implore the protection

of the king, as before mentioned, were impnfoned on xh&e
arrival, and have never been heard of fince.

During fix months, which elapfed before news could be

received from Europ'', the unhappy colon ifts vainly flat-

tered themfelves with hopes of being juftlfied for the fteps

they had taken by the court of France. On the :23d of

July 1769, news was brought to new Orleans of the arrival

ef general O'Riley at the Balize, whh i8 tranfports, fol-

lowed by 10 more from the Havanna, having 4,500 troops

on board, and loaded with (lores and ammunition. This
IntelU-
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intelligence threw the town Into the greateft confternation

and perplexity, as, but a few days before, letters had arrived

from Europe fignifying that the colony was reftored to

France.

In the general diftraftion that took place, the inhabitants

of the town and the adjacent plantations determined tp op-

pofe the landing of the Spaniards, and fent couriers re-

quiring the Germans and acadian neutrals to join them.

On the 24th an exprefs a!rrived from general O'Riley,

•which was read by monfieur Aubry to the people in church

;

by this they were informed that he was fent by his catholic

majefty to take pofTeffion of the colony, but not to diftrefs

the inhabitants ; and that when he, fhould be in polTeffion,
'

he would publilh the remaining part of the orders he had

in charge from the king his mafter ; and fliould any at-

tempt be made to oppofe his landing, he was refolved not

to depart until he could put his majefty's commands in exe-

cution.

The people, difTatisfied with this ambiguous meflage,

came to a refolution of fending three deputies to genera^

O'Riley, viz. meflieurs Grandmaifon town-major, la Fri-

riere attorney-general, and de Mazant form.erly captain in

the colony's troops, and a man of very confiderable pro-

perty : thefe gentlemen acquainted him, that the inhabit-

ants had come to a refolution of abandoning the province,

and demanded no other favour than that he would grant

them two years to remove themfelves and effe(fl:s. The ge-

neral received the deputies with great politenefs, but did

not enter into the merits of their embaffy, farther than zC-

furing them, that he would comply with every reafonablc

requeft of the colonifls j that he had the intereft of their

country much at heart, and nothing on his part fiiould be

wanting to promote it ; that all paft tranfa<Slions fliould be
buried in oblivion, and all who had offended fhould be for-

. given : to this he added every thing that he imagin edcould

flatter the expcdlations of the people. On the firft of Au-
guft the deputies returned, and made public the kind re-

ception the general had given them, and the fair promifes

he had made. The minds of the people were now greatly

tranquillized, and thofe who had before determined fuddenly

to quit their plantations now refolved to remain until their

crops were off the ground.

On the i6th of Auguft 1769, general O'Riley with the

frigate, tranfports and troops on board, arrived oppofite to

new
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new Orleans. On the 1 8th the troops difembarlied, and
the general took polTcffion in form, of new Orleans and the

province of Louifiana, in the name of his catholic majefty,

as quietly as a french governor would have done in the liap-

pieft times j and on the 25th, ordered the attorney-general

and twelve others amongft the principal inhabitants to be ar-

refted.

Of thefe 13, no more than one was releafedv: this was

the printer, who produced the pofitive orders which the

intendant had given him, for printing the decree ilTued.

againft don Ulloa, and feveral other writings. A few days

before the proceedings began, a young gentleman nearly re-

lated to the attorney-general, and one of the prlfoners,

feigned, a deiign of forcibly refcuing himfelf from the fol-

diers who guarded him. He received feveral wounds, which,

gave him that death which he fought. The proceedings

againft the eleven others were conducted in a military manner
by gen. O'Riley, and the members of the court were moftly

fpanifh officers. The council of war pronounced their fen-

tence on thofe proceedings. In '/ain did the attorney-gene-

ral and the other prifoners demand to be tried by the french

laws. Thefe would not have proved favourable to their ac-

cufers. General O'Riley was fo unjuft ds to refufe that rea-

fonable requeft. The attorney-general and four others, who
were (hot with him, died with fortitude. Had they really

deferved that fate, their condemnation is not the lefs crimi-

nal, in the eyes of thofe who are not flupid enough to

reverence authority when trampling upon the laws. The
fentence of the court-martial difhonours the authors and
tools of that injuftice j it difhonours no others.

The fix other flate prifoners were fent to fort Moro in

the ifland of Cuba, v/hence they were releafed after one

year's confinement. The eilates of the eleven perfons, who
were condemned by the court-martial, were cjnfifcatcd,

according to the practice of mofl countries ; a practice as

impolitic as it is unjuft. It reflects dlfgrace on princes, oc-

cafions the impunity of the greateft crimes, and often mul-
tiplies the number of criminals. Many might be virtuous

enough not to fcreen a guilty kinfman from juftice •, but

few have fufficient ma?nanimitv to fee with indifference the

eftate of that kinfman pafs into the prince's coffers, or thofe

of his minifters. How many has not this foie reafon fe-

duced to engage in confpiracies or rebellions, which they

would otherwife have wifhed to dellroy ! lu fuch cafes it

frequently
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frequently happens that the prince, whom confifcations

cauie to behold as an enemy, is defervedly oppofed for his

lapacioufnefs or inattention to his own intereft.

1 he French beheld with horror, their countrymen given

up to foreigners, privately tried and arbitrarily punilhed,

for crimes of which they were accufed in a country fubje^

to France. The indignity offered to Spain was the oftenH-

ble caufe of their condemnation ; but whatever their crime

might have been, France alone aught to have had cogni-

zance of it. If the accufed were guilty of nothing elfe ; or

if, for ftate reafons, it was thought proper to mention that

offence only, the king of Spain would have cauftd his name '

to be for ever bleiTed in the colony, had he, a judge in his

f»wn caufe, generoufly forgiven. Themeafures that have been

adopted, have produced a very different effeft. They arp

nearly the fame as thofe of the portuguefe government,

which contrived father Malagrida's being burnt by the in-

quiiition, on the pretence of his having boafted that he had

fometimes converfed with the holy virgin ; but whofe real

crime was an attempt againft his fovereign's life, in order to

make another family afcend the throne. Crimes like thefe,

openly perpetrated by the adminiftration againft the laws,

common fenfe, and public fafety, can nowhere be palliated

with the pretence of neceffity. Whatever thofe who ad-

vife them may think on the fubjecV, they betray then- country

and their fovereign himfelf. In free ftates, where the per-

fonal fafety of the raeaneft individual is as interefting to th,e

whole nation as that of the greateft, crimes of this kind are

never feen. 'I hey can be committed in fuch countries only,

where defpotifm is eftabliflied ; where a few favoured flavcs

reduce the rell. fecretly to wifh for the annihilation of thofe

whom they feemingly adore.

The fame difordered brains which projected the illeggil

profecutions carried on againft the factious leaders of Loui-

siana, have doubtlefs fancied that they would deferve im-

mortality for a mafterly ftroke of policy, when they procur-

ed tl>e abolition of the laws, privileges, and fuperior couiicil

of Louifiana, under the pretence of a decree iffued againft

don UUoa. Have they really thought that people could be

deceived by names which were to reprefent nothing ? The
Ihadow of a tribunal was eftablifhed under the name of Ca-

bildo government, that is civil government, but the gover-

nor and his affeffor are in faft die only judges. Since the

judgments given by them jointly ha.ve the fiwne virtue as

thoic
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tliofe of that Cgbildo government, few are fo unflcUful as to

apply to this tribunal. Nay, who .would dare to do it, ex-
cept \in tnfling matters ? Was it likewife believed that, for

the governor and his afTeffor's conveniency, the fubftituting

of the fpanifh language to the french, in all the juridical

proceedings of Louifiana, where the inhabitants underftand
the french language only ; the impartial difpenfation of juf-

tice, which is the true glory of the ftate, would thence be
cfFeclually promoted ? Things will certainly go well, as

long as governors and their alTeirors fhall have all the quali-

fications that perfeft judges ought to have, and whilft the
parties can procure faithful interpreters : but it is as true

that, wife as thefe regulations are boafted to be, they depo-
pulate the colony.

General O'Riley confirmed all the decrees of the fuperior

council, except that which had been iiTued againfl: don
Uiloa. This was folemnly approving the feditious nomina-
tion of the members of Mr. Foucault's and the attorney-ge-

neral's making ; it was therefore arrogantly annulling the

protefl which Mr. Aubry had entered in behalf of the king

of France and the public, againfl: that nomination, and all

the decrees ifiued out of that tribunal during the anarchy ;

it was depriving thofe who had been opprefied from the

- hopes of obtaining redrefs in the colony. For, the council

being abolifhed. how could any one take the benefit of the
french laws (fince trials by peers or juries are difufed), or
think defpotic rulers would allow of applying to fovereign

courts for obtaining new trials of the caufes, which they

theinfelves may have tried illegally, or againfl: evidence ?

But, to flatter the Spaniards, gen. O'Riley had determined

that they alone fliould be judges ; and military men of that

nation could not, with the leaft plaufibility, pretend that

they were acquainted with the french laws ; he, therefore,

had rather cut off than untie. Such is the difpofition of ty-

rants of every rank and denomination : Alexander cutting

the gordian knot is, perhaps, of all the fables that are con-

founded with hifl:ory, that which more truly charafterifes

defpotifm. Men who, led by avarice arid ambition, obtain

admittance to that order, difregarding the people, to whofe
prefervation they feem to have profefiedly devoted them-
felves, but who are determined on making their fortunes,

are never difturbed in the leaft about the means which can

promote their grand defign. Their eyes being fixed on all

thofe who have » fhare in the difpenfation of wealth and.

D d honours,
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honours, they fee them only. . Their mercenar yze
prompts them to wifli for their being entruiled with iniqui-

tous and Inhuman orders, which they alone are fit to exe-
cute. Strangers to nature, they are deaf to the voice of juf-

fice and the cries of humanity ; and, unable to rife by noble
and generous actions, they glory in difplaying their zeal for

the prince, by wholly loading themfelves with that public

execration which attends the execution of fangulnary orders.

It Is not from fuch abject fouls that a pi-ince, inebriated

with power, can ever learn that there are moments, not
numerous indeed, but yet frequent enough to comfort the

oppreffed and chaftife the oppreflor—moments, when, after

havmg made himfelf odious to his fubjefts ; after having
teeakened and degraded them, he may regret their attach-

ment, the courage which defpotifm has endeavoured to

enervate, and the patriotlfm which it has attempted ta

deftroy.

After this general Galvez, governor of new Orleans, in thft

year 1779, poffelTed himfelf of the britifli pofts at the
Ibberville and Baton Rouge. By capitulation, the poft at the
Natchez was evacuated, and the garrifon permitted to join^

the troops at Penfacola. Tlie Spaniards likewife reduced
the forts of Mobile and Penfacola ; the former in the year

1780, and the latter in 178 1. The above conquefts not

only fubje(n:ed the eaftern fide of the MifTilhppi, but the.

whole province of Weft-Florida, to the dominion of Spain.

Having briefly touched on the principal revolutions which
l:ave happened in Louifiana, I Ihail now proceed with a

fhort account of the Miffiffippi.

The fafety and commercial profperity which may be fe-

cured to the United States by the definitive treaty of peace,

will chiefly depend upon the fliare of the navigation of the

^iiiliffippi which (hall be allowed to them. Is It not

amazing, true as it is, that few amongft us know this to be

the key to the northern part of the weilern continent ? It

is the only cliannel through which that extcnfive region,

bathed by its waters, and enriched by the many ftreams it

receives, comn.imicates with the fea. And here let us fur-

ther obferve, that the Mifllilippi river may truly be con-

lidered as the great palTage made by the liand of nature for

a variety of vaUiablc purpofes, but principvlly to promote

the happinefs and benefit of mankind -, amongft which, the-

conveyance of the produce of that immenfe and fertile

country, lying weftward of the United States, down it*

ilream
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l^ream to the gulf of Mexico, is not the leaft. To expeft

the free navigation of the Mifliffippi is abfurd, whilft the

Spaniards are in pofTeffion of new Orleans, which com-
mands the entrance to the weftern country above mention-

ed ; this is an idea calculated to impofe only upon the weak.

The Spaniards have forts on the Miffiffippi, and whenever
they may think it confiftent with their intereft, they will

make ufe of them to prevent our navigating on it. Treaties

are not always to be depended on ; the moft folemn have
been broken *

: therefore we learn that no one Ihould put

much faith in the princes of any country 5 for he that trufts

to any thing but the operation of their intereft, is a poor
politician ; and he that complains of deceit, where there is

an intereft to deceive, will ever be confidered as deficient in

underftanding.

The great length atld uncommon depth of that river, and
the exceflive muddiuefs and falubrious quality of its waters,

after its junction with the Miftburi, are very Angular
-f.

The direftion of the channel is fo crooked, that from new-

Orleans to the mouth of the Ohio, a diftance which does

not exceed 460 miles in a ftraight line, is -about 856 by
water. It may be ftiortened at leaft 250 miles, by cutting

acrofs eight or ten necks of land, fome of which are not 30
yards wide. . Charlevoix relates, that in the year 1722, at

Point Coupee or Cut Point, the river made a great turn,

and fome Canadians, by deepening the channel of a fmall

brook, diverted the waters of the river into it. The impe-

tuofity of the ftream was fo violent, and the foil of fo rich

and loofe a quality, that, in a fhort time, the point was
entirely cut through, and travellers faved 14 leagues of their

voyage. The old bed has no water in it, the times of the

* Notwjthftanding the free navigation of the Mifliffippi allowed

by the treaty of 1762, general O'Riley, in the year 1769, fent a

party of foldiers to cut the hawfers of a britifli veflel called the;

Sea Flower, that had made faft to the bank of the river above the

town of new Orleans ; the order was obeyed, and the veflel

narrowly efcaped being loft.

+ In a half pint tumbler of this water has been found a fedl-

ment of two inches of flime. It is, notwithftanding, extremely

wholefortie arid well tafted, and very cool in the hotteft feafon qf

the year ; the rowers who are then employed drink of it when ia

the ftrongeft perfpiration, and never receive any bad effects from it.

The inhabitants of new Orleans ufe no other water than that of

the river, which by keeping in jars becomes perfectly clear.

Dd2 perl-
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periodical overflowings only excepted. The new channel

has been fince founded with a line of 30 fathoms, without

finding bottom.

In the fpring floods the Mifliflippi is very high, and the

current fo ftrong that with difliculty it can be afcended ; but

that difadvantage is compenfated by eddies or counter-

currents, which always run in the bends clofe to the banks

of the river with nearly equal velocity againft the ftream,

and aflift the afcending boats. The current at this feafon

defcends at the rate of about five miles an hour. In au-

tumn, v:hen the waters ar(f low, it does not run fafter than

two miles, but it is rapid in fuch parts of the river which
have clufters of iflands, flioals and fand-banks. The cir-

cumference of many of thefe fhoals being feveral miles, the

voyage is longer, and in fome parts more dangerous, than ia

the fpring. The merchandife' neceflary for the commerce
of the upper fettlemeilts on or near the Mifllffippi, is con-

veyed in the fpring and autumn in batteaux rov\red by 18 or

20 men, and carrying about 40 tons. From new Orleans

to the Illinois, the voyage is commonly performed in eight or

ten weeks. A prodigious number of iflands, fome of which

are of great extent, interfperfe that mighty river. Its depth

increafes as you afcend it. Its waters, after overflowing its

banks below the river IbbervUle, never return within them
a^ain, Thefe Angularities diftinguifli it from every other

known river in the world. Be'jw new Orleans the land,

begins to be very low on both fides of the river acrofs the

country, and gradually declines as it approaches nearer to

the fea. This point of land, which in tlae treaty of peace

in 1762, is mifiaken for an ifland, is to all appearance of no
long date ; for in digging ever fo little below the furface,

you find water and great quantities of trees. Tlie many
beaches and breakers, as well as inlets, which arofe out of

the channel within the lafl: half century, at the feveral

mouths of the river, are convincing proofs that this penin-

fula was wholly formed in the fame manner. And it is cer-

tain that when la Salle failed down the Miflifllppi to the fea,

the opening of that river was very difi'erent from what it is

at prefent.

The nearer you approach to the fea, this truth becomes'

more flrlklng. The bars that crofs moft of thefe fmall

channels, opened by the current, have been multiplied by
means of the trees carried down with the ftrcams ; one of

which flopped by its roots or branches, in a flialllow part,

is



LOUISIANA AND WEST-FLORIDA, 4O5

K fufEcient to obftruft the palTage of thoufands more, and
to fix them at the fame place. Such colledliqns of trees are

daily feen between the Balize and the MiiTouri, which
iingly would fupply the largeft city in Europe with fuel

for feveral years. No human force being fufficient for re-

moving them, the mud carried down by the river ferves to

bind and cement them together. They are gradually co-

vered, and every inundation not only extends their length

and breadth, but adds another layer to their height. In

lefs than ten years time, canes and fhrubs grow on them,
and form points and iflands, which forcibly fhift the bed of
the river.

Nothing can be affertedj with certainty, refpe£ling its

length,- Its fource is not known, but fuppofed to be upwards
of 3000 miles from the fea as the river runs. We only know
that, from St. Anthony's falls, it glides with a pleafant

clear ftream, and becom.es comparatively narrow before its

jundlion with the MilTouri, the muddy waters of which im-
mediately difcolour the lower part of the river to the fea.

Its rapidity, breadth, and other peculiarities then begin to

give it the majeftic appearance of the MilTouri, which aifords

a more extenfive navigation, and is a longer, broader, and
deeper river than the Miffiffippi. It has been afcended by

french traders about 12 or 1300 miles, and from the depth

of water, and breadth of the river at that diftance, it ap-

peared to be navigable many miles further.

From the Millburi river to nearly oppolite the Ohio, the

weftern bank of the Miffiffippi is (fome few places ex-

cepted) higher than the eaftern. From Mine au Fer to the

Ibberville, the eaftern bank is higher than the weftern, on
which there is not a fingle difcernible riling or eminence,

the diftance of 750 miles. From the Ibberville to the fea,

there are no eminences on either lide, though the eaftern

bank appears rather the higher of the two, as far as the

Englifh turn. Thence the banks gradually diminiih in

height to the mouths of the river, where they^ are not two
or three feet higher than the com.mon furface of the water.

The llime which the annual floods of the river Miffiffippi

leave on the furface of the adjacent fhores, may be com-
pared with that of the Nile, which depoiits a fimilar manure,

and for many centuries paft has infured the fertility of

Egypt. When its b'anks fhall have been cultivated as the

excellency of its foil and temperature of the climate deferve,

its population v/ill equal that, or any other part of the
' D d 3 world.
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world. The trade, wealth, and po\ver of America tvIU at

fome future period depend and perhaps centre upon +hc

MifEffippi. This alfo refembles the Nile in the number of

its mouths, all ilTuing into a fea that may be ccmpared to

the Mediterranean, which is bounded on the north and
fouth by the two continents of Europe and Africa, as the

mexican bay is by north and fouth America. The fmaller

mouths of this river might be eafily flopped up, by means
of thofe floating trees with which the river during the

floods is always covered. The vv^hole force of the channel

being united, the only opening then left would probably

grow deep as well as the bar.

To judge of the produce to be expelled from the foil of
Louifiana, let us turn our eyes to Egypt, Arabia Felix,

Perfia, India, China, and Japan, all lying in correfpondent

latitudes. Of thefe China alone has a tolerable g( vern-

ment ; and yet it muft be acknowledged they all are, or have
been, famous for their riches and fertility. When our

wandering imagination foars to regions of wealth and ter-

reflrial blifs, it delights in refting on thofe countries we
have juft mentioned.

Louifiana is agreeably fituated between the extremes of

heat and cold. Its climate varies as it extends towards the

north. The fouthern parts, lying within the reach of the

refrefliing breezes from the fea, are not fcorched like

thofe under the fame lj\titudes in Africa j and its northern
regions are colder than thofe of Europe under the fiime pa-

rallels, with a wholefome ferene air, very fimilar to the

fouth of France and Lifljon. New Orleans, iltuated in 30'' 2'i

which nearly anfwers to the northern coafls of Barbary
and Egypt, enjoys the fame temperature of climate with

Marfeilles. Not quite two degrees higher in the country of

the Natchez, the climate is much more uniform and tem-
perate than at new Orleans. And in the country of the

Illinois, which lies about 37°, the fummer feafon is nearly

the fame as at Paris in France.

An objection has often been made by mifinformed men,
ctherwiie of great abilities, who too creduioufly believed

that the navigation of the Mifiifllppi river, on account of its

rapid current, Avas more diflicult than it is in reality. It ap-

pcai;s Uroni the calculation made by feveral Ikiliul and expe-
rienced travellers, that in the autumn, when the waters aie

low, the current defcends at the rate of about one and a

half or two miles in an hour j and that the waters are in this

I^ato
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"ftate more than one half of the year. In the fpring, when
.the freflies are up, or at their greateft height, the current

runs at the rate of five or fix miles. It is true that the na-

vigation would be difficult at that feafon, to thofe who fail

or row up againft the ftream j but there is no example of
ilich folly. When the waters of this river^ are high, the

-commodities and produce of the interior country are gather-

ed and prepared for exportation with the defce«ding cur-

rent : and when the waters are low, the produce of the in-

terior country is growing to maturity. This is the time for

the navigator's importation. Great advantages are likewife

taken then from eddy currents. At prefent there are few
builders fkilful enough to conftrudl vefTels better calculated

for that navigation, than thofe already mentioned. Time
and experience will doubtlefs produce impravements, and
render the navigation of this river nearly as cheap as any
other. But that the Miiliffippi can anfwer every purpofe of
trade and commerce, is proved to a demonftration, by the

rapid progrefs the french, german, and acadian inhabitants

on that river, have made. They have attained a ftate of
opulence never before fo foon acquired in any new country.

And this was effected under all the difcouragements of an
indolent and rapacious government. It may be further af-

ferted, that no country in North America, or perhaps in the

univerfe, exceeds the neighbourhood of the Mifiiffippi in

fertility of foil and temperature of climate. Both fides of

tills river are truly remarkable for the very great divcrfity

and luxuriancy of their produftions. They might probably

be brought, from the favourablenefs of the climate, to pro-

duce two annual crops of Indian corn as well as rice, and
with little cultivation would furnifli grain of every kind irt

the greateft abundance. But their value is not confined to

the fertility and immenfity of champaign lands ; their tim-

ber is as fine as any in the world, and the quantities of live

and other oak, afli, mulberry, walnut, cherry, cyprefs, and
cedar, are aftonifliing. , The neighbourhood of the Miflif-

fippi, befides, furnifhes the richefl: fruits in great variety,

particularly grapes, oranges, and lemons in the higheft per-

fection. It produces filk, cotton, fafTafras, faffron, and rhu-

barb ; is peculiarly adapted for hemp and flax, and in good-

nefs of tobacco equals the Brazils ; and indigo is at this pre-

fent a fiaple comraodity, which commonly yields the planteif

from three to four cuttings. In a word, whatever is rich or

rare in the moft defirable climates in Europe, feems natural

J) d 4 to
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to fuch a degree on the Miffiffippi, that France, though
fhe fent few or no emigrants into Louifiana but decayed

foldiers, or perfons in indigent circumftances (and thefe

very poorly fuppHed with the implements of hufbandry),

foon began to dread a rival in her colony, particularly in

the cultivation of vines, from which fhe prohibited the co-

lonifts under a ve^'y heavy penalty ; yet fell and lituation

triumphed over all political reflraints, and the adventurers,

at the end of the war in 1762, were very little inferior to

the moft ancient fettlements of America in all the modern
refinements of luxury.

The Miffiffippi furnifhes in great plentyfeveral forts of

fifh, particularly perch, pike, fturgeon, eel, and calts of a

monflrous fize. Craw-fifh abound in this country ; they

are in every part of the earth, and when the inhabitants

choofe a difh of them, they fend to their gardens, where
they have a fmall pond dug for that purpofe, and are fure of

getting as many as they have occafion for. A difli of

fhrimps is as eaffiy procured : by hanging a fmall canvafs

bag with a bit of mejt in it to the bank of the river, and
letting it drop a little below the furface of the water, in a

few hoars a fufficient quantity will have got into the bag.

Sbrimps are found in the Miffiffippi as far as the Natchez,

348 miles from the fea.

Having glanced at the many advantages that will refult

from the cultivation and improvement of the lands in the

neighbourhood of the Miiiiffippi, we now proceed with a

defcription of the coails and iilands about the mouths of

that river, with diredlions to mariners.

The coaft here is very low and marfhy, and it would be

difficult to find the entrance of that river, were it not for

the houfes at the old and new Balize, and the flagfiaix at

the former, which appear feme diltance at fea. The white

clayey ccrtour of the river water remaining unmixed on the

furface, is another indication that the Miiiiffippi is not far

diftant ; and though it may be alarming to ftrangers, as it

was to myfelf when I iirlt beheld it, as it has the appear-

ance of a Ihoal, yet tlie foundings are much deeper otf the

Miffiffippi tban any where clfe on the coaft.

It is an obfervation faid to be founded on experience, that

where the water of the Miffiffippi incorporates with, and
apparently lofcs itfelf in the bay of Mexico, the current di-

vides, and generally fets north-eafterly and fouth-wefterly,

but out of foundings the currents arc in a great meafure go-

vernet\
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Te^ned by the winds ; and if they are not attended to,

vefTels may be driven fouth-weftward beyond the Ealize into

the bay of St. Bernard, which is reported to be full qF
fhoals, and confequently a very dangerous navigation.

To come to an anchor off the Belize, veiTels, approach*
ing the land ought to bring the old Balize to bear about

*VV". by S. and the new Balize W. N.W ; they will then be
about two miles diftant from, and oppofite to the eaft pafs,

or mouth, in 13 or 14 fathom water: and though ftrong

N. E. and S. E. winds always occafion great fwells off the

Balize, yet when anchored as above directed they may ride

in fafety ; except a S. E, wind, which is ihe moft danger-

ous, as it blovi^s directly on flaore, fhould come on fo violent

as to part them from their anchors, and prevent their carry-

ing fail ; in which cafe, if care has not been taken to obtaia

a good ofiing, they v/ill drift either op the mud banks into

the pafs A la Loutre, which has only eight feet water, or in-

to the bay Briton, where they will be in a critical fituation,

Qn account of the fhoal water for which that bay is remark-
able.

The beft precaution againft the confequences of a fouth-

caft wind will be to get under way before the ftrength of the

gale comes on, and to fteer about N. by W. half VV". for the

ifland called Grand Gofier, diftailt feven leagues : in failing

round the fouth-weftarnmoft part of which, care fhould be
taken to fteer clear of a fhoal that runs out from it W. S. W.
about two miles, which being paffed, veffels fhould luff up,

until the S. W. end of the ifland bears nearly S. E. two
ipiles ; there is then good anchoring in three and an half

fathoms, foft bottom.

There is another fafe anchoring-place in two fathom
water, jufh within the S. W. point of the Ifle au Briton ;

from the S. W. end of which a fhoal runs out nearly half a

mile. This ifland is about a league to the weflward of the

Grand Goffer, and there is good anchoring between them
in three and four fathoms.

If a fouth-eaft gale fliould happen at night, it would be

impoilible to fee the way between the above illands. In

that cafe, a N. N. E. courfe from the mouths of the Miilif-

fippi will clear the Chandelures, fituated about three leagues

to the northward of the Ifle au Grand Gofier, which are

better than nine leagues in length. As all the above iflands

lare Ioa^, and have no trees growing on them, they cannot

|lS feen at any diftance. On that account it will be necef-

•>;
,' '

• farf.
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fary, when failing towards them, to keep a good look-out.

There is drift wood on thefe illands, and frelh water may
be got by digging- Th6 water between the Chandelures and
the peninfula of Orleans is full of ihoals, and the navigation

fit only for fmall cra't.

The river Mifiiffippi difcharges itfelf into the gulf of

•Mexico by feveral mouths of dilferent depths of water : in

the year 1772, that called the fouth-eaft, in latitude 29'^ 10''

north, and longitude 89° JO weft fvom Lonclon, afforded 12

feet ; the eafl: mouth, which before the above period fur-

nifhed 15 feet, had then no more than 10 and an half feet j

and the north-eaft only 9 and an half feet on the bar of it.

The latter now affords 12 feet, and S. W. has 16 feet. The
bars arc fubje£t to Diift ; but immediately after entering the

river, there is from three to feven, eight and ten fathoms, as

far as the fouth-wefi; pafs, and from thence 12, 15, 20 and

30 fathoms is the general xiepth for 1 142 computed miles tQ

the Miffouri.

The flioals about the Mifiiffippi are formed from the

trees, mud, leaves, and a variety of other matter continually

brought down by the waters of the river, which being

forced along by the current, until repelled by the tides, then

fubfide, and occaflon what are commonly called the b.trs ;

their diftance from the entrances of the river, which is ge-

nerally about two miles, depends inuch on the winds being

accidentally with or againli the tides : when thefe bars ac-

cumulate fufBciently to relift the tides and the current of

the river, they form numerous fmall iflands, which by con-

ftantly increaflng, join to each other, and at lafl reach the

continent.

All the land bordering the mouths of the Miffifiippi has

been made in this manner. It is more than probable that

the whole of the country on both fides of the river, as far as

the Ibbervjlle, a diftance of 204 miles, has been produced in

a fucceffion of ages by the vaft quantities of mud, trees,

leaves, &c. brought down by the annual floods which over-

JBow the banks of the MifilfTIppi ; the large trunks or bodies

of trees v.'hich have been frequently found in digging in the

above diftance, feem to confirm this opinion ; and it inay

reafonably be fuppofed, that the lakes on each fide cf this

river are parts of the fea not yet filled up : thus the land is

annually raifed, and conftantly gains- on the fea. The old

Balizc, a fmall poft erected by the French on a little ifland,

was in the year 1734 at the piouth of the river j it is now
tw«
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two miles above it. In the year 1766, don Antonio d'UlIoa

ere(Sl-ed fome barracks on a fmall ifland, the new Balize (to

which he gave the name of St. Carlos), for the convenience
of pilots, and other purpofes, being near the fouth-eaft en-

trance of the river, and a more dry and higher fituatioa

than any thereabouts. There was not the leaft appearance
of this ifland 30 years ago*.

The old and new Balize were formerly very inconliderablc

pof'-s, with three or four cannon in each, and garrifoned by
a fubaltern's command. Such are their fituations, that they
neither defend the Miffiffippi, nor the deepeft channel into

it, and appear to have been eftablifhed only for the purpofes

* Whatever doubts may arife refpet5ling the above account,

inftances are not wanting to prove that feme other parts of the

earth have been formed in a firailar manner, as will appear by the

following fadts.

Havre de Grace is fituated in the Pays de Caux, about ig
leagues from Rouen, and as much frona Dieppe, on the point of 3.

Jarge vallej', at the mouth of the river Seine, in the latitude of 49
degrees 30 minutes north. It ftands upon a plain fpot of ground,

full of moraffes, and croffed by a great number of creeks, and
ditches full of water, which contribute not a little to its fecurity.

This ground was originally gained out of the fea, and formed
from the large quantities of fand, gravel, and mud, which the

force of the tide and the river conveyed to that place in a long
jcourfe of time and by infenfible degrees. And as it was formed,
fo it feems to be daily increafed by the fame means : for we are

affured by a late author +, that about 70 or 80 years ago, the fea,

pt high water, came very near that gate of the city which is next
the harbour ; whereas now the high-water mark is nearly half 3

? mile diflant from it. So that it appears, the fea has gradually

given way, and, as it were, retired, to leave the earth at liberty to

tnlarge and extend itfelf. Nor ought we to be furprifed at this;

the ground on which the city of 1 yre is built, though now united

to the continent, being formerly part of an ifland. Venice would
have had the fame fate long ago, had it not keen for the great

pains the inhabitants have taken to prevent it. The fea formerly

wafhed the walls of Ravenna, which is now a league diftant from
jr. Nor are other inftances of this kind wanting, even in the

fame kingdom of France: particularly Frejus and Narbonne, a
few centuries ago, were on the fliore of the Mediterranean ,• but
pow the one is a league, and the other almoft two, diltant from it.

Pefcription de la Haute Normandie, torn. i. p. 193.

+ Piganiol de la Force, Nouvellc defcriptioa dg la Francr, toio. ix. paga

m ~- of
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of .affifting veflels coming into the river, and forwarding in-

telligence or difpatches to new Orleans.

In afcending the Miffillippi there ftre extenfive natural

meadows, with a profpecl of the fea, on both fides, moli:

part of the diftance to the Detour aux Plaquemines, which

is 32 miles: from thence to the fettlements 20 miles fur-

ther, the whole is a continued traft of low and marftiy

grounds, generally overflowed, and covered with thick

wood, palmetto bulhes, &cc. which appear almoft impene-

trable to man or beaft. From thence the banks of the river

are well inhabited to the Detour des Anglois, where the

circular direction of the river is fo very coniiderable, that

vefTels cannot pafs it with the fame wind that conducted

them to it, and muft either v>ra!t for a favourable wind, or

make faft to the bank, and haul clofe, there being fufficient

d-epth of water for any veiTel tliat can enter the river. The
two forts and batteries at this place, one of each, on both

fides of the river, are more than fufficient to ftop" the pro-

grefs of any veffels whatever *. The diftance from hence

to new Orleans is 18 miles. The banks of the river are

fettled and well cultivated, and there is a good road for.

carriages all the way.

Nothing with certainty can be determined refpefting the

time a veffel may take in failing from the Balize to new Or-

leans, a diftance of 105 miles. With favourable winds, the

voyage has been performed in three or four, but it generally

takes feven or eight days, and fometimes two or three

iv-eeks. There is always {hoal water near the low points of

land covered with willows. In approaching them, a few

cafts of the lead will be necefl'ary : and in feveral places

there are trees fixed with one end in the bottom, and the

other juft below the furfiice of the river, and in the fame

dire(^tion with the current, which by continual friction of

the water, are reduced to a point ; and as there are in-
,

Aances of veffels failing with force againft them being run

through their bottoms, and finking immediately after, too

much care cannot be taken to avoid them. Attention

fliould alfo be paid to keep clear of the trees floating down
the river during the floods f. The water is everywhere

deep

* Doftor Cox of New-Jerfey afcended the Mifliflippi to this

place in the year 1698) took pofieflion, and called the country Ca-

rolina.

+ It is impofllble to- anchor without being cxpofcd to the dan-

ger
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deep enough (except at the Willow points) to admit veiTels

clofe to either Ihore, where, inftead of letting go an an-

chor, which would probably be loft among the logs funk in

the bottom of the river, veilels may fafely make fall: to ther

trees on the bank j which are generally tall, and in fuck

abundance, in fome parts, that they prevent the winds

from being of that fervice to velTels in afcending the Miilif^

iippi, that might be expelled. It will be" therefore necef^

fary, for expedition fake, to rig as many topfalls as poilible,

which commonly reach above the trees, and are of more
ufe than all the other fails put together j however, care

muft be taken to fland by the halliards to prevent the

wind, which frequently comes in very ft'rong puffs, from
carrying av»^ay the top-mails, fails, &c.

The town of new Orleans, the metropolis of Loulfiana,

was regularly laid out by the French in the year 1720, is

iituated on the eaft fide of the river in 30^ 2' north lati-

tude, 105 miles from the Balize, as already mentioned •, all

the ftreets are perfectly ftraight, but too narrow, and
crofs each other at right angles. There are betwixt 7
and 800 houfes in this town, generally built with timber

' frames raifed about eight feet from the ground, with

large galleries round them, and the cellars under the floors

level wrth the ground : any fubterraneous buildings would
be conftantly full of water. Moil: of the houfes have gar-

dens. Excluuve of llaves, there are about 7000 inhabit-

atits of both fexes. The fortification is only a line of

ftockades, with baftions of the fame materials, on three

fides, a banquet within, and a very trifling ditch without,

, and is only a defence againft mufquetry. The fide next

the river is open, and is fecured from the inundations of the

river by a raifed bank, generally called the Levee, which
extends from the Englifli Turn, or the Detour des Anglois,

' to the upper fettlements of the Germans, a diftance of

more than 50 miles, with a good road all the way. There

ger of the great trees, which frequently come down with the

current, but more efpecially at the time of the floods, which if

any of them fhould come athwart hawfe, would moft probably

drive in the bows of the vefiel ; and there is a certainty of lofing

the anchors, as the bottom of the river is very foft mud, covered

with funk logs. This points out the impoffibiiity for veiTels to navi--

gate upon the MiflifTippi, unlefs they are permitted to make fail to

the ihore ; and no vefTel can be faid to enjoy the free navigation of
the river, if deprived of this neceffery privilege,

is
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is reafon to believe the period is not very diftant when new
Orleans may become a great and opulent city, if we con-

iider the advanttiges of its fituation, but a few leagues front

the fea, on a noble river, in a moft fertile country, under'

a moft delightful and wholefomc climate, within two weeks
fail of Mexico by fea, and ftlll nearer the french, fpanifli>

and britifh iflands in the Weft Indies, with a moral certainty

of its becoming a general receptacle for the produce of that

extenfive and valuable country on the Miffiflippi, Ohio, and
its other branches; all which are much more than fufficient

to enfure the future wealth, power, and profperity of this

city.

The veflels which fail up the Miffiffippi haul clofe along-

.fide the bank next to Orleans, to which they make faft,

and take in or difcharge their cargoes with the fame eafe as

from a wharf.

From new Orleans there is a very eafy communication
with Weft-Florida, by means of the Bayouk of St. John, a

little creek which is navigable for veflels drawing about four

feet water fix miles up from the lake Ponchartrain, where*

there is a landing-place, at which veflels load and unload

:

this is about tv/o miles from the town. The entrance of

the Bayouk of St. John is defended by a battery of five or

fix cannon. Tliere are fome plantations on the Bayouk,

and on the road from thence to new Orleans.

Canes-Brule, Chapitoula, and the german fettlements,

join each other, and are a continuation of well-cultivated

plantations, of near 50 miles from new Orleans, on each

fide of the river. At the german fettlements, on the weft

fide of the river, is a church ferved by the capuchins.

There was formerly a fmall ftockaded fort in the centre of

the fettlements on the eaft fide of the river : this poft was
originally eredted as an afylnm for the inhabitants who firft

fettled there, and were much molefted by the Chadlaw^

and Chickafaws, who in alliance carried on a war againft

the fettlers on the Mifllflippi. Their entry into this part of

the colony was very eafy, as they went up a fmall creek,

Tigahoe, in panoes. The entrance of this creek, which is

in the lake Ponchartrain, was defended by a fmall redoubt,

fincc in ruins.

The produce of the plantations, commencing below the

Englilh Turn, and continuing to the upper I'ettlemcnts of

the Germans, forms a very confiderable part of the com-

merce of this countify ; the <lifl:erent articles arc indigo,

cotton.
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cotton, rice, beans, myrtle-wax, and lumber. The Indigo

is mnch efteemed for its beautiful colour and good quality j
the colour is brighter than, tliat which is fabricated at St-

.Domingo, The cotton formerly cultivated, though of a
moll perfecfl: white, is of a very fhort ftaple, and is therefore

not in great requeft. The different forts of beans, rice,

and myrtle candles, are articles in conftant demand at St.

Domingo.
In the year 1762: feveral of the richeft planters begun

the cultivation of fugar, and erected mills to prefs the

canes; the fugar produced was of a very fine quality, and
ipme of the crops v/ere very large : but no dependance can.

be had on this article, as Ibme years the winters are too
cold, and kill the canes in the ground.

In the autumn, the planters employ their fiaves in cut-

ting down and fquaring timber, for fawing into boards and
fcantling. The carriage of this timber is very eafy, for

thofe who cut it at the back of their plantations make a
ditch, which is fupplied with water from the back fwamps,
and by that means conduft their timber to the river with
very little labour : others fend their fiaves up to the cyprefs

fwamps, of which there are a great many between new Or-
leans and Point Coupee. There they make rafts of the

timber they cut, and float down to new Orleans. Many of.

the planters have faw-mills, which are worked by the

waters of the Miffiflippi, in the time of the floods, and
then they are kept going night and day till the waters fall.

The quantity of lum.ber fent from the Mifliffippi to the

Weft India iflands is prodigious, and it generally goes to a

good market.

About 6o miles from new Orleans are the villages of th«

Humas and Alibamas. The' former were once a confidera-

ble nation of Indians, but are reduced now to about 25
warriors; the latter conliils of about 30, being part of a

nation which lived near fort Touloufe, on the river Ali-

bama, and followed the French when they abandoned that

poft in the year 1762. Three miles further up is the

Fourche de Chetimachas, near which is the village of a

tribe of Indians of the fame name ; they reckon about 27
warriors.

It is truly furpriflng, that the nations who have fuccef-

fively poflefled Louifianaj never endeavoured to obtain aa

cxac^ knowledge of the fea-coaft wsftward of the mouths

of the Miififfippi. The many diflicultics and dangers to

whick
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tvhich velTels are expofed in making, and getting over the

fliallow and fhifting bars of that river, as well as in a long

and tedious navigation upwards of 30 leagues to new Or-
leans, would render a harbour to the wettward of the Ba-

lize, and a water communication with the upper parts of

the Miffiffippi, of vaft importance. The nature of the nar-

row flip of land extending upwards of 60 leagues between

that river and tlie i'ea, in a wefterly courfe, indicates very

ftrongly the probability of a better and more eafy commu-
nication from that, quarter, than that by the river Ibberville

through the lakes/Ponchartrain and Maurepas. This opinion

is fully confirmed by the information received from Natchi-

abe, an intelligent chief of the Humas tribe, who inhabit

the banks of a creek known by tiie name of the Chetima-'

chas fork, already mentioned, and which I am now to de-

fcribe. The Chetimachas forms one of the outlets of the

Miffiflippi about 30 leagues above new Orleans, and after

running in a foutherly direction about eight leagues from
the river, divides into two branches, one of which runs

fouth-AvePcerly and the other fouth-eafterly, to the diftance

of feven leagues, when they both en:ipty their waters intO'

the mexican gulf.

On the Chetimachas, fix leagues from the Miffiflippi, is

a fmall fettlement of a tribe of Indians of the fame name.
To this fettlement the Chetimachas is uniformly about loO
yards in width ; the de^h from two to four fathoms, when
the" water is loweft ; the courfe foutherly, without any
material winding or flioal, except at its rife from the Mif-

fiflippi, where there are large colle£tions of drifted logs,

which have probably occafloned the fand-bank formed at

.

the fame place. 1 his bank however extends no farther

than 60 yards^ and through which a pafTage might eafily be

cleared for batteaux. The upper part of this outlet is alfo

obftrufted,, in feveral places, by heaps of drifted logs fimilar

to thofe jult mentioned ; but as the water, at all times, runs

deep under them, they could eaflly be cleared oil". It would
be as eafy to prevent any further collec^tion of logs, or

fands, at the entrance of this creek, by erecting a fpar, with

piles or caiFoons, a little above it, in an oblique diredlion

wkh the current of the Miffiflippi. That difficulty once

overcome, there is no other that can impede navigation

from the river to the above mentioned fettlement of thfe

Chetimachas village ; nor, as thefe Indians inform, to the

gulf. The banks on both fides of the Chetimachas are

generally
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generally higher than thofe of the Miffiffippi, and fo ele*

vated in Ibme places as never to be overflowed. The
ground rifes gradually from its banks about 200 yards, and
then gently defcends to extenlive cyprefs fwamps. The
natural productions are the fame as on the MifliiEppi ; but

th-e foil, from the extraordinary lize and compa6tnefs of the

canes growing on it, is fomething fuperior. If meafures

were adopted and purfued with a view to improve that com-
munication, there would foon be, on its banks, the moil
profperous and important fettlements of that colony.

Nine miles above the Chetimachas is the conceffion of

monfieur Paris, a pleafjmt fituation and good land. Large
herds of cattle are generally kept here, belonging to the in-

habitants of Point Coupee.
The fettlements of the Acadians are on both fides of the

river, and reach from the Germans to the Ibberville. Thefe
are the rernainder of the families which were fent by gen.

Lawrance from Nova-Scotia to the then britifli louthern

provinces ; where, by their induftry, they did and might
have continued to live very happy, but that they could not

publicly enjoy the roman catholic religion, to which they

are greatly bigotted. They took the earlieft opportunity,

after the peace, of tranfporting themfelves to St. Domingo,
where the climate difagreed with them fo much, that they,

in a few months, loft near half their numbers ; the remain-

der, few only excepted, were, in the latter end of the year

1763, removed to new Orleans at the expence of the king

of. France. Ti-|ere are about 300 families of this unfortu-

nate people fettled in different parts of Louifiana. They
are fober and induftrious ; they clothe themfelves in almoft

very refpefl vv'^ith the produce of their own fields • and the

work of their own hands, and are very obedient and ufeful

L fubjefts.

I The river Ibberville is 99 miles from new Orleans, 204
miles from the Balize, and 270 miles from Penfacola, by
the way of the lakes Ponchartrain and Maurepas.

In 5765 a poft was eftablifiied here, and the garrifon,

which was a detachment of the 34th regiment, withdrawn
in the month of July in the fame year. In December 1766,
this poft was repoffefTed, and a fmall ftockaded fort built

by a party of the 21ft regiment, and was demolilhed and

abandoned in 1768. And in the year 1778 it was again

poffelTed by part of the i6th regiment, who v/ere made
prifoners by the Spaniards in the year following.

, E e Before
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Before the cefllon of Louifiana to Spain, the peltries of

the britifh and french fliores of the Illinois have been
moftly carried in the britifh dominions, cither in Canada,
by the upper parts of the Miffiffippi through Michillimac-

kinac, or by the way of new Orleans at the mouth of that

river. Philadelphia and new York have alfo received great

quantities of peltries in return for their flour and the dry
goods which they have fent to new Orleans, for the Indian

trade, or the ufe of the inhabitants. Penfacola received

likewife large parcels of {kins and furs, which have been
exported thence to London, to South-Carolina, or other

parts of America. This is the reafon why the importance
of the Illinois or upper Miffiffippi has, till now, been little

known. It is even certain, that it has been artfully con-

cealed by many, who availed themfclves of the ignorance

of the public on that head.

This would not have been the cafe, had not the britifli

government withdrawn in 1768, the garrifon of fort Bute,

which was conftrudled at Manchac, on the bank of the

Miffiffippi, oppofite to another fort which the French erect-

ed in 1767, at the diftance of about 400 paces from the

britilh: fort. Thefe forts were fituated near the place which,
in the treaty of peace in 1762, is defcribed as the mouth
of Ibberville river to the north of new Orleans ifland, and
the then boundary-line of the poffeffions of the two crowns
in thofe parts ; but the plenipotentiaries of the two powers
were mihnformed •, for, as we have already obferred, the

city of new Orleans is not in an ifland, but on the con-

tinent. Or if the tradl of land on which that city is fituated,

can be termed an ifland, that name can with propriety be

applied to it during only two, or at moft three months
every year, when the Miffiffippi overflows ; an accidental

communication with lake Ponchartrain is then opened

through the gut of Ibberville. It may be dignified, during

that ihort period, with the title of river, but dries up as

foon as the Miffiffippi ccafes to overflow. At any other

time the walking from englifli to french, now fpanifh Man-
chac, is perfedly dry.

1 his place, if attended to, might be of confequence to

the commerce of Wefl-Florida ; for it may with reafon be

fuppofed, that the inhabitant's and traders who refide at

Point Coupee', at Natchitoches, Attacappa, the Natchez,

on the eaft fide of the Miffiflippi above and below the.

Natchez, at the Illinois, and Ht, Vincents on the Ouabafhe,

would
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would rather trade at this place than at new Orleans, if

they could have as good returns for their peltry and the

produce of their country ; for it makes a difference of ten

days in their voyage, which is no inconfiderable faving of
labour, money, and time. The only difficulty which op-
pofes itfelf to this necefTary eftablifliment, is the want of a
navigation through the river Ibberville, {^o that veflels

might carry on a conftant intercourfe betwixt this place and
Penfacola without going up the Milliflippi, which is a more
tedious navigation. However, this difficulty is greatly ob-

viated by a good road made for carriages between the navi-

gable water of the Ibberville (a diftance of ten miles) and
the Miffiffippi ; and when the latter is high enough to ruri

into the former, which it generally is during the months of

M^y> June, and July, veffels drawirtg from three to four feet^

or more, may then pafs fi-om one to the other.

About a mile above the Ibberville, on the eaft iide qf the

Miffiffippi, there is a village of Alibama Indians, <:onfifting

of 25 warriors.

From the Ibberville to the fettlements of Point Coupee
is 35 miles ; they extend full 20 miles on the weft fide of

the Mifliffippi, and there are fome plantations back on the

fide of what is generally called , la Faufe Riviere, through
which the Miffiffippi pafled about 70 years ago, making
the fliape of a crefcent. The fori, v/hich is a fquare figure

with four baftions, built with fl:ockades, is fituated on the

fame fide of the Miffiffippi, about four miles and a half

above the loweft plantation. The inhabitants of Point Couv'

pee amount to about 2000 of all ages and fexes, and 7000
flaves. They cultivate tobacco, indigo, and indian corn j

raife vafl: quantities of poultry, which they fend to market

at new Orleans, and furniffi to the fliipping. They fquard

a great deal of timber and make fiaves, which they convey

in rafts to new Orleans. Eight miles above the fort at

Point Coupee, on the fame fide of \\e river, is a fm.all vil-

lage of the Affiigoula Indians. They have only about a

dozen warriors.

On the eaft fide of the river, and oppofite to the upper

plantations of Point Coupee, is the village of the Tonica?,

formerly a numerous nation of Indians ; but their conftant

intercourfe with the white people, and immoderate ufe of

^^pirituous liquors, have reduced them to about 20 warriors.

About ten miles abpve the Tonicas village, on the fame

fide of the river, is a village of Pafcagoula Indians, of 20
E e 2 Vi^arricrs ;
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warriors j and a little lower down, on the oppoflte fide, therc

!S a village of Biloxi Indians, containing 30 warriors.

The Chefalaya is about 30 miles above the fettlement of

Point Coupee, and three miles below the mouth of the-

river Rouge. It is the nppermoft mouth of the Miffiffippi,

and after running many miles through one of the moft fertile

countries in the world, falls into the bay of St. Bernard, a

confiderable-diftance weftward of the mouths of the Miffif-

fippi.

Fifty-four miles from the Mifliflippi down the Chefalaya,

on the eaftern fide, is the place called the Portage, juft above

the mouth of a fmall rivulet. This portage is 18 miles from

Point Coupee. Twelve miles below this portage is a nar-

row ifland 24 miles long. The eaftern channel is choked

up with logs, but the weftern affords good navigation. The
river Appaloufa communicates with this channel nearly op-

pofite the middle of the ifland, on the weft fide. There are

two fettlements on the Appaloufa; the firft is 30 miles, and
the other 12 miles further, from its mouth. In defcending

the Chefalaya it is three miles from thelaft mentioned ifland

to Ifte au Vauche ; and to the bay de Chefalaya, which is

on the eaftern fide of the river, it is three miles more.

This bay is of a triangular figure, about fix miles in length,

and fomething better than a mile in width at its entrance.

"When the Chefalaya is not raifed with frefhes, there is fel-

dom more than five feet water in this bay. Fifteen miles

from it on the eaftern fide, is the bay of Plaquimenes,

About half the diftance between thefe bays, is a rivulet

which communicates with the former bed of the Mifliffippi.

back of Point Coupee, during the annual floods in that ri-

er. The country between them is very low, fwampy, and
full of ponds of water.

Near the fource of the Chefalaya the current is vcrj

rapid, but gradually diminifties to tiie mouth, where it is

very gentle.

We will now return to the Iflc nu Vauche, and proceed

from tlience to lake de Portage, which is three miles from

tlic ifland. This lake is 13 miles long, and not more than

one and a half broad. It f.ommunicates at the fouthern-cnd,

by a ftrait a quarter of a mile wide, with the grand lake of

Chetimachas, which is 24 miles in length and 9 in width.

The country borderijig thefc lakes is low and flat, and tim-i

bered principally with cyprefs, fome live and otlier kinds of

»aki and on tlie eaftern lido, the land between it and the Che-
falava.

1
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falaya river is divided and again fiibdivided by innunierable

finall ftreams, which occalion as many iflands. Som? of

thefe ftrfeams are navigable.

At a little diftance from the fouth-eaftern fhore of the lake

Chetimachas, is an iiland where perfons paffing that way
generally halt as a refting-place. Nearly oppofite this

iiland, along the weftern fhore, there is an opening which
leads to the fea. It is about 150 yards wide, and has 16 or

17 fathoms water. From the lake along this opening it is

three miles to the Tage river, which is on the north fide.

Three fmall rivulets fall in on the fame fide, in the above
diflance ; and three miles below the Tage river on the

weftern fide is a large favanna known by the name of

Pararie de Jacko. From this favanna it is about 23 miles to

the fea.

In afcending the Tage river, it is ten leagues from its

mouth to an old Indian village, on the eaft fide, called

Mingo Luoac, which fignifies Fire Chief. From this village

to the habitation of monf. Mafs, which is on the wefl: fide,

it is two leagues. One and a half leagues further up, on.

the eaft fide, is the village de Selieu Rouge, from whence
there is a portage of half a mile to lake Chetimacha. Two
leagues further up the river, and on the weft fide, is the

habitation of monf. Sorrel. Trom whence, to the town la

Nouvelle Iberie, on the fame fide, it is fix leagues. The
whole of this diftance is tolerably well fettled. From this

town about fix leagues wcfterly acrofs the country is fituated

the village de Skunnemoke or the Tuckapas, on the Ver-
milion river, which runs into the bay of St. Bernard. The
river Tage is in general better than 100 yards wide, with a

gentle current, and a fmall ebb and flow of about eight or ten

inches. It narrows as you afcend it, where in fome places it

is not 50 yards over. Veffels drawing from feven to eight feet

water may go from the fea to this town without any obftruc-

tions. About three leagues above la Nouvelle Iberie is la Force

point, formerly fettled by french neutrals. It is now inha-

bited by Creoles of the country, Spaniards from the Cana-

ry iflands, and a few Englifh from the eaftern fide of the

Mifilflippi. Then to la Shute branch, which paffes over a

fall of about ten feet, near to where it enters into the Tage
river, it is three leagues, and inhabited the whole diftance.

From this branch to monf. Flemming's is two leagues more.

A quarter of a mile back from Mr. Flemming's there is a

Jake three leagues in circuit. From Mr. Flemming's to the

E e 3 church
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church Defata Cappau, which is on the weft ilde of the

Tage, it is one league further, all which is inhabited. From
the church to what is called the bottom of the bite, is two

leagues, and the whole diftance clofely fettled. From
thence to the point fettlement of Acadians is one league, to

the plantation of monf. Dee is alfo a league, to the point

of monf. Dee it is half a league further. From monf. Dee's

to monf. Fuzelliere's is five leagues by water, but only three

by land. Fuzelliere's fork, or branch, is jufi: below his

houfe, and divides the diftridts of Attacappa and Appa-
loufa. And, at the diftance of about two leagues, this

brancii communicates with the Vermilion river wefterly.

The river Tage ftill continues to the eaftward. At one and

an half leagues from the fork, or branch, is the prairie de

monf. Man. To monf. Man's plantation it is one and an
half leagues further ; from thence upwards the river divides

into little brooks, and lofes itfelf in rich and extenfive fa-

vannas.

All the Indians in this part of the country, confifting of

feveral fmall tribes, do not exceed i oo families. The white

people are about 400 families, and can raife 500 militia.

The number of negroes is nearly equal to the whites.

Although this country might produce all the valuable

articles raifed in other parts of the globe, fituated in the

fame latitudes, yet the inhabitants principally cultivate in-p-

digo, rice, tobacco, Indian corn, and fome wheat ; and they

raiie large flocks of black cattle, horfes, mules, hogs, fheep,

and poultry. The flieep is faid to be the fweeteft mutton
in the world. The black cattle, when fat enough for fale,

which they commonly are the year round, are driven acrofs

the country to new Orleans, where there is always a good
market.

This country Is principally timbered with all the different

kinds of ouk, but moftly with live oak of the largeft and

h^A quality, uncommonly large cyprefs, black walnut, hic-

cory, white-afh, cherry, plum, poplar trees, and grape

vines j here is found alfo a grcaf variety of Ihrubs and me-
dicinal roots. The lands bordering the rivers and lakes

are generally v/ell wooded, but at a fmall diftance from
them are very extenfive natural meadows, or favannas, of

the moft luxuriant foil, compofed of a black mould about

one and a half feet deep, very loofe and rich, occalioncd, in

part, by the frequent burning of the favannas ; below the

black mould, it is a ftiff clay of difl'erent colours, II is faid

this
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this clay, after being expofed fome time to the fun, becomes
lb hard that it is difficuk either to break or bend, but when
wet by a hght fhower of rain, it flackens in the fame man-
ner as hme does when expofed to moifture, and becomes
loofe and moulders away ; after which it is found excellent

for vegetation.

This country being fituated between the latitudes of 30
and 31° north, the climate is of courfe very mild and tem-
perate ; white frofts, and fometlmes thin ice, have been ex-
perienced here ; but fnow is very uncommon.
The river Rouge is fo called from its waters being of a

reddifh colour, and faid to tinge thofe of the Miffiffippi

at the time of the floods. Its fource is in new Mexico, and
it runs about 600 miles. The river Noir empties itfelf into

this river about 30 miles from its confluence with the Mif-
llflippi, which is 187 miles from new Orleans. The famous
Ferdinand Soto ended his difcoveries and his life at the
entrance of this river, and was buried there. Near 70
leagues up this river the French had a very conliderable poft,

Natchitoches. It was a frontier on the fpanifh fettlements,

being 20 miles from the fort of Adaies. The french fort

was garrifoned by a captain's command. There were forty

families fettled here, confifling moftly of difcharged foldiers

and fome merchants who traded with the Spaniards. A
great quantity of tobacco was cultivated at this poft, and fold

for a good price at new Orleans, being held in great efteeiti.

They fent alfo fome peltry, which they received in trade

from the neighbouring Indians.

From the river Rouge to fort Rofalie it is ^6 miles and a

quarter. This fort is fituated in the country known by the

name of the Natchez, in 31° 40' north latitude, about 243
computed miles from new Orleans, and 348 from the Balize,

following the cOurfe of the river. The foil, at this place, is fu-

perior to any of the lands on the borders of the river Miflifl

iippi, for the produ6lion of^ many articles. Its iituation

being higher, aSbrds a greater variety of foil, and is in d

more favourable climate for the growth of wheat, rye,

barley, oats, &c. than the country lower down, and nearer

to the fea. The foil alfo produces, in equal abundance,
jndian corn, rice, hemp, flax, indigo, cotton, potherbs,

pulfe of every kind, and paflurage j and the tobacco made
here is efleemed preferable to any cultivated in other parts

of America. Hops grow wild ; all kinds of european fruits

arrive to great perfeftion, and no part of the known world
E e 4 .15
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is more favourable for the raifing of every kind of ftock.

The dimate is healthy and temperate ; the country delight-

ful and well watered ; and the profpeft is beautiful and ex-

tenfive, variegated by many inequalities and fine meadows,

feparated by innumerable copfes, the trees of which are of

ditFerent kinds, but moftly of walnut and oak. The riling

grounds, which are clothed with grafs and other herbs of

the fineft verdure, are properly dii'pofed for the culture of

vines ; the mulberry trees are very numerous, and the win-

ters fufficiently moderate for the breed of'filk-worms. Clay

of ditrerent colours, fit for glafs works and pottery, is found

hei'e in great abundance ; and alfo a variety of ftately tim-

ber fit for houfe and fhip building, &c. I'he elevated, open,

and airy fituation of this country renders it lefs liable to

fevers and agues (the only diforders ever known in its

neighbourhood) than fome other parts bordering on the Mif-

iiffippi, where the want of fufficient defcent to convey the

waters off occafions numbers of ftagnant ponds, whofe ex-

halations infe£V the air.

This country was once famous for its inhabitants, who
from their great numbers, and the ftate of fociety they

lived in, v/ere confidered as the moft civilized Indians on

the continent of America. They lived fome years in great

friend {hip with the French, whom they permitted to fettle

on their lands, and to whom they rendered every fervice in

their power. Their hofpitality, it feems, was repaid in

fuch a manner, that they determined to get rid of their

guefts; fol- on the eve of St. Andrew 1729, they fuvprifed

the fort, and put the whole garrifon to death At the fame

time they made a mafiacre of the inhabitants, in which up-

wards of 500 were killed ; fome of the women and children

they made priibners ; and very few of either fex efcaped.

The whole colony armed to revenge their llaughtered coun-

trymen, and they had feveral ikirmifhes with the Natchez,

in which the fuccefs was various. In 1730, monfieur de

Perrier de Sal vert, brother to the governor, arrived from

France, with the rank of lieutenant-general in Lourfiana,

and 500 regular troops, who joined the troops and militia

'of the colony. This army, amounting tb 1500 men, went,

under the command of the two brothers, to attack the na-

tion of the Natchez ; who, with their chiefs, determined to

defend themfelves in a fort they had built near a lake which

communicates with the Bayouk Dargent, lying well of the

Natchez, and north of the rivsr Rouge. They iuvefted

this
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this fort, and the Indians made a very refolute aud vigorous

fally on them, but were repulfed, after a conliderable lols on

both fides. The French havirrg brought two or three mortars,

threw fome fhells into the fort, which making a havoc

amongft their women and children, fo terrifi^'d the Indians,

^unufed to this fort of war, that they furrendered at difcre-

tion, and were conduced to new Orleans ; except a few

who had cfcaped to the Chickafaws, with their hunters who
were providing provilions for their garrifon. ^Nothing now
remains of this nation but their name, by which tiieir coun-

try continues tb be called. The diftrict of the Natchez, as

well as all along the eaftern bank of the Miffiffippi to

the river Ibberville, was fettling very faft by daily emigrav

tions from the northern ftates ; but the capture of the

brithh troops 6n the Miffiffippi, 1779, put an entire ftop to

it.

From fort Rofalie to the Petit Goufre is 31 miles and a

half. There is a firm rock on the eafi: fide of the Miffif^-

fippi for near a mile, which feems to be of the nature of

limeftone. The land near the river is much broken and

very high, with a good foil, and feveral plantations on it.

From the Petit Goufre to Bayouk Pierre, or Stoney river,

is four miles and a quarter. From the mouth to what is called

the fork of this river, is computed to be 21 miles. In this

diftance there are feveral quarries of flone, and the land has

a clay foil with gravel on thefurface of the ground. On the

north fide of this river the land, in general, is low and rich
j

that on the fouthfide is much higher, but broken into hills

and vales ; but here the low lands are not di'ten overflowed:

both fides are Ihaded wi h a variety of ufeful timber. At
the fork the river parts almofl at right angles, and the lands

between, and on each fide of them, are faid to be clay and

marl foil, not fo uneven as the lands on this river lower

down.
From the Bayouk Pierre to Lnufa Chitto, or the Big

Black, at the Grand Goufre, is ten miles. The Big Black

(or Loufa Chitto) is, at the mouth, about 30 yards wide,

but within, from 30 to 50 yards, and is faid to be naviga^

ble for canoes 30 or 40 leagues. About a mile and a half

up this river, the high lands are clofe on the right, and ai^

much broken. A mile and a half further, the high lands

appear again on the right, where there are feveral fprings

of water, but none as yet has been difcovered on the left. At
^bout eight miles further, the high lands are near the river,

on
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on the left, and appear to be the fame range that comes
from the Yazou cliiTs, which are about 1 2 miles up the

Yazou river. At fix miles further the high lands are near

the river on both fides, and continue for two or three

miles, but broken and full of fprings of water. This land

on the left was chofen by general Putnam, captain Enos,

JSIr. Lyman, and other New-England adventurers, as a pro-

per place for a town ; and, by order of the governor and

council of Weft-Florida in 1773, it was referved for the

capital. The country round is very fit vor fettlements.

For four or five miles above this place, on both fides of

the river, the land is rich, and not fo much drowned, nor

fo uneven, as fome parts lower down. Aboiit fix miles and

a hiilf further, there is a rapid water, fi:ones and gravel

bottom, 160 yards in length j and in one place a firm rock

almoft acrofs the river, and as much of it bare, when the

•water is at a *moderate height, as confines the ftream ro

nearly 20 feet ; and the channel is about four feet deep.

From the Big Black to the Yazou cliffs is 39 miles and

three quarters. From this cliff the high lands lie north-eaft-

Tp-ard and fouth-fouth-eaftward, bearing off" from the river,

full of cane and rich foil, even on the very higheft ridges.

Jult at the fouth end of the cliffs, the bank is low, where

the water of the MifiUflippi, when high, flows back and runs

between the bank and high land, which ranges nearly

. northerly and fouth-fouth-eafterly to the Loufa Chittd, ocr

cafioning much wet ground, cyprei's fvvamp, and ftagnant

ponds.

From the Cliffy, or Aux Cotes, is icven miles and a half to

the river Yazou. The mouth of this river is upwards of 100

yards in width, and was found by Mr. Gauld to be in lati-

tude 32° 3*7', and by Mr. Purcel in 32° 28' north. The water

of the Mifliflippi, when the river is high, runs up the Yazou
fcveral miles, and empties itfelfagain by a number of channels,

which dirc^ their courfe acrofs the country, and fall in above

the Walnut hills. Tiie Ya/ou runs fpom the north-eaft, and

glides through a healthy, feriile, and plcafant country, greatly

refenibling that about the Natchez, particularly in the luxu-

riaricy and diverfity of its foil, variety of timber, temperature

pf tlimate, and delightful fituation. It is remarkably well wa-

tered by fprings and brooks ; many of the latter afford conve-

nient feats for mills. Further up this river the canes are lefs

frequent and rmallcr in fize, and at the diffance of 20 miles

there are fcarcely any. tjerc the country is glear of under-
wood
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wood and well watered, and the foil very rich, which con-

tinues to the Chaftaw and Chickafaw towns. The former

is fituated on the eartern branch of the Yazou, 100 miles

from the mouth of that river, and confifts nearly of 140

warriors ; the towns of the latter are about 1 5 miles weft

of the north-weft branch, i 50 miles from the Miffiffippi.

They can raife upwards of 500 warriors. The above

branches unite 50 miles from the Miffiffippi, following the

courfe of the river; the navigation to their junction, com-

monly called the fork, is prafticable with very large boats

in the fpring feafon, and with fmaller ones a confiderable

way further, with the interruption of but one fall, where

they are obliged to make a lliort portage, 20 miles up the

north-weft branch, and 70 miles from the Miffiffippi. The
country in which the Chaclaw and Chickafaw towns are

lituated, is faid to be as healthy as any part of this continent,

the natives fcarcely ever being fick. Such of them as fre-

quent the Miffiffippi, leave its banks as the fummer ap-

proaches, left they might partake of the fevers that fome-

times vifit the low fwampy lands bordering upon that river.

Wheat, it is faid, yields better at the Yazou than at the

Natchez, owing probably to its more northern fituation.

One very confiderable advantage will attend the fettlers oi^

the river Yazou, which thofe at the Natchez will be de-

prived of, without going to a great expence ; I mean the

building with ftone, there being great plenty near the

Yazou, but none has yet been difcovered nearer to the

Natchez than the Petit Goufre, or little Whirlpool, a di-

ftanceof 31 miles and a half. Between this place and the

Balize there is not a ftone to be feen any where near the

river. Though the quantity of good land on the Miffiffippi

and its branches, from the bay of Mexico to the river Ohio,

a diftance of nearly 1000 miles, is vaftly great, and the con-

veniences attending it ; fo !ikewife we may eftcem that in

the neighbourhood of the Natchez, and of the river Yazou,

the flower of it all.

About a mile and a half up the Yazou river, on the north

fide, there is a large creek, which communicates with the

Miffiffippi above the river St. Francis, about 100 leagues

higher up, by the courfe of the river. If paffes througl\,

feveral lakes by the way. At the diftance of 1 2 miles from the

moufh of the river Yazou, on the fouth fide, are the Yazoii

hills. There is a clift' of folid rock at the landing-place, on

which are a variety of broken pieces of fea flaells, and fome
entire.
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entire. Four miles furtlier up is the place called the Ball

Ground, near which a church, fort St. Peter, and a french

iettlement formerly flood. They were deftroyed by the

Yazou Indians in 1729. That nation is now entirely ex-

tincH:.

From the Yazou to the river Arkanfaw is 158 miles

and a quarter. It is fo called from a nation of Indians of

the fame name. Its feurce is nearly in the latitude of Santa

Fe in new Mexico, and it is faid to be navigable for batteaux

750 miles. It runs through an immenfely rich and fertile

country. About 10 or 12 miles up this river from the Mil-

liffippi there was formely a fort, garrifoned generally by a

company of fpanifh jbldiers, for the purpofe of defending

the trade carried on between new Orleans and the feveral

villages of St. Genevieve, &c. and particularly for defending

the commerce with the Arkanfaw Indians, conlifting of

about 280 warriors, v/ho are as much attached to the french

intereft, zs the Chickafaws are to that of the Englifli. No
fettkments were made here, except one or two for the im-

mediate accommodation of the garrifon. The inundation

of the Miflifllppi, about three years ago, occafioned the

evacuation of the above poft, and the eftablifhment of

another on the nortlicrn bank of the river 36 miles higher

up. This poft, confifting of a fubaltern's command, fix

pieces of capnon, and eight fwivels, was attacked about 18

months fmce by a party of Chickafaws, who killed ten fol-

dicrs of the garrifon, and foon after concluded a peace with

thc/ Spaniards. There is a hamlet clofe to the fort, inhabit-

ed only by merchants and traders The Arkani'aw river

tlifcharges itfelf into the Miflillippi by two channels, about

15 miles from each other ; the uppermofl: is called Riviere

Blanche, from its receiving a river of that name, reported

to.be navigable 600 miles, and thc foil through which it

runs equal in quality to any on the Mifliffippi.

From the Arkanfaw river to the river St. Francis, which
js en the weft fide of thc JMifliflippi, is 108 miles. This is

?, fmall river, and is remarkable for nothing but the general

rendezvous of the hunters from new Orleans, who winter

there, Mnd coUccH: fait meat, fuet, and bears oil, for the

fupply of that city. Formerly the French had a poft at the

entrance of this river, for a magazine of ftorcs and provi-

iions during their wars with thc Chickafaws, by whom tlieir

Illinois convoys were conft.uiUy attacked and frequently de-

firoycd.-

Fron::\
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From the river St. Francis to the river and heights of
Margot, which are on the eaft fide of the Miffiffippi, is 70
miles, and a half. This river is faid to be navigable for

batteaux a number of miles. It appears to be a pretty little

river. The high ground below its jundlion with the Miffif-

fippi affords a commanding, airy, pleafant, and extenfive

fituation for fettlements ; the fail is remarkably fertile. On
this ground, juft below the mouth of the river, the French
built a fort, called AfTumption fort, when at war with. the

Chickafaws, in the year 1736, but'itwas demolifiiedin theyear
following,- when a peace with thofe Indians was concluded.

From the river Margot to the Chickafaw river, which is

on the eaft fide of the Miffiffippi, is 104 miles and a half.

The lands here are of an excellent quality, and covered with
a variety of ufeful timber," canes, &c. This river may be
afcended during high floods upwards of 30 miles with boats

of feveral tons burden.

From the Chickafaw river to Mine au Fer, or the Iron

Mines, on the eaft fide of the Miffiffippi, is 67 miles and a

quarter. Here the land is nearly fimilar in quality to that

bordering the Chickafaw river, interfperfed with gradual

rifings or fmall eminences, There is a poft at this place,

near the fouth boundary of Virginia.

From Mine au Fer to the Ohio river, which. Is the largeft

caftern branch of the Miffiffippi, is 15 miles. This river,

and its principal branches, as alfo the fettlements'in the Il-

linois country, are delineated in a map, and very particularly

defcribed in a pamphlet v/hich I pubiiihedjn London, the

.ift of January 1778 5 and to them the reader is referred.

Having briefly touched upon all the fettlements on, and
principal branches of the Miffiffippi, from the fea to the

river Ohio ; I fiiall now juft mention the bounds of V/eft-

Florida.

The province of "Weft-Florida is fituated on the north fide

of the gulf of Mexico, and extends from the river Appabchi-
cola, which is the boundary between it and Eaft-Florida, to

the Regolets at the entrance into lake Ponchartrain, thence

through the lakes Ponchartrain and Maurepas, and along

the river Ibberville to the Miffiffippi, thence along the Mif-
fiffippi to the northernmoft part of the ^5 1 ft degree of north
latitude, thence by a line drawn due eaft along the fouth

boundary of the ftate of Georgia to the river Appalachicola,

including all the iflands within fix leagues of the coaft, be-

tween Appalachicola and lake Ponchartrain.

I now
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I now proceed to make fome general obfervations, which
may be of fervice in making the land when you arrive on the

coaft of Florida. This is diftinguifhable many different

ways 5 as by the latitudes, the trenching and direction of the

Ihore, and the foundings and quality of the bottomj to each

of which particular attention muft be paid.

From cape Blaize in 29^ 41' north latitude, to the Ballzc

at the mouth of the Mifliffippi, the coaft forms a curve, in-

clining to the northward, for 28 leagues, as far as the eaft

end of Rofe ifland in 30° 28' north; from thence the land

gradually declines to the fouthward, as far as Mobille point

in 30° 17' north about 30 leagues. Dauphin ifland, and
the other iflands, including Ship ifland, ftretch nearly weft

for the fpace of 20 leagues, and from the north end of the

Chandeleurs, which lies near five leagues to the fouth-eaft of

Ship ifland, the coaft runs chiefly to the fouthward till you
arrive at the entrance of the river Mifiiflippi.

It is llkewife to be obferved, that in feveral places there

is double land to be feen over the different bays and lagoons :

as at St. Andrew's bay; which may be known by a high

white fand hill, near the point of a peninfula, on the left

hand going in : at St. Rofe's bay ; where there is a remark-
able red bluff on the eaft flde of the entrance juft oppofite to

the eaft end of Rofe ifland ; over the greateft part of which
ifland double land may likewife be feen from the maft-head

and at the bay of Penfacola, the entrance of whicli is re-

markable on ac<!ount of the red cliff oppofite to the weft

end of Rofe ifland. There is a large lagoon, a little more
than aleagueto the wcftward of this cliff, about three leagues

n length, leaving a narrow peninfula, over which the double

land may eafily be feen, with a high red bank on the north

fide about half way : this feems to diftinguifli it from any

other part of the coaft. There is a double land at the en-

trance of the river Perdido ; but it is not eafily obferved at

any confiderable diftance. The fame may alfo be feen over

fome parts of Dauphin ifland, and thofe to the weftward of

it, viz. Maflacre, Horn, and Ship iflands, as well as between

them ; but it appears at fo great a diftance, that it cannot

be miftaken for any part of the coaft to the eaftward of Mo-
bille point.

The Chandeleurs, which were five in number, when I vifit-

cd them in the year 1772, extend nearly S. by W. 9 or jo
leagues. The ifle aux Grand Go/ier lies about 10 or ii

miles to the fouthward of them, with breakers all the way
between.
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between. The ifle au Briton, or rather a duller of iflands of

that name, lie about four miles to the weftward of the Grand
Goziers, or Great Pelican ifland : both thefe an J the Chan-
deleur iflands are very low, with fome bi^fhes : and behind

them, at a confiderable diftance, there is a chain of low
marfhy iilands and lagoons, bordering the peninlula of Or-
leans.

This is a dangerous part of the ccaft to a ftranger, both
on account of the lownefs of the land, which cannot be feen

at any diftance, as there are no trees, and likewife on ac-

count of the above-mentioned fhoal between the fouthern-

moft: of the Chandeleurs and the Grand Goziers, from la-

titude 29° 42' north, to 29° 32' north.

There is however very good fhelter for fhips, within
the north end of the Chandeleurs, in Naffau road, which
lies five leagues to the fouthward of Ship ifland, and is one
of the beft for large velTels on the whole coaft of Florida ;

not only as it affords good fhelter from thofe winds that blow-

on fhore, but as it is, by having no bar, of fo eafy an accefs

from the fea. Care mufl however be taken, not to go
within three quarters of a mile of the infide of the ifland, it

being flioal near that diftance from the fhore.

VelTels may go round the north end of it from the fea, in

five and a half and fix fathoms, at half a mile from the
fhore ; and afterwards muft keep in four and a half and five

fathoms, till the north point bears N.N.E. about two miles ;

when tliey may come to an anchor in four fathoms good
holding grouiid, fheltered from eafterly and foutherly

winds.

It would be necelTary for veilels to be well acquainted

With this road, as eafterly winds are frequent on the coaft

of Florida. There is frefh water to be got any where on.

the Chandeleurs by digging ; belides which it might be met
with in a kind of well, at an old hut near the ' north end.

No wood is to be found here but drift wood, of which there

is great plenty along fhore-

NalTau road was firft difcovered by Dr. Daniel Cox of

New Jerfey, about the time of king William III. who gave

it the name of NalTau, in honour of that prince. Dodlor
Cox had likewife given the name of the Myrtle iflands to

thofe which are ft ill fo denominated, before the French
called them the Chandeleurs ; and they were {o named by
both, from the candles made of the myrtle wax with which
thefe iflands abound.

From
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From the weft fide of the ifthmus* of the peninfula of

Orleans to the junftion of the Ibberville with lake Maurepa'S,

it is 60 computed miles, ft Hewing the coiirfe of the river,

which for the firil ten miles is not navigable above four

months in the year ; but there is at all times from two to

fix feet for three miles further, and between two and four

fathoms is the depth the remaining part of the way to the

lake.

The river Amit falls into the Ibberville on the north fide,

about 21 miles from the junftion of the Ibberville with the

Mifliffippi. The water of the Amit is clear, with a gravel-

ly bottom. It may be afcended with veflels drawing five or

fix feet water, about half a dozen miles, and with batteaux

100 miles further. Seventeen miles from the Ibberville this

river forks ; the weftern branch, called the Comit, has its

fource near the country of the Natchez ; and the eaftern

branch, which is the molt confiderable, riles near the Pearl

river : both thefe branches run through a very fertile coun-

try, in fome parts hilly, which, as well as the low lands, is

covered with canes, oaks, afli, mulberry, hiccory, poplar,

cedar, and cyprefs. The banks in general are high, yet in

ibme parts they are fubject to be overflowed. There were

a number of inhabitants fettled on the Amit and Comit,

who had flaves, and who railed indigo, cotton, rice, hemp,

tobacco, and Indian corn, in great abundance, and all ex-

cellent in their kind. They had plenty of horfes, cows,

hogs, poultry, &c. and the river abounds with a variety of

fiih.

Trom the Amit to lake IVIaurepas is 39 miles, following

the Ibberville. The quality of the land and timber on this

river is fimilar to that on the Amit, with this difference, its

bunks in general are lower and the country lefs hilly, and

• The river Ibberville was very little known by the EngUfli at

the tre;it)' of peace in 1762 ; frr notwithftanding the crown has

expended fome thoufands of pounds in clearing the Ibberville, it is

not now navigable from the iVlili'flippi towards lake Maurepas,

even for a canoe ; and when I viewed it on the icth of j^iflbbcr

I "66, the furface of the water of the Miffifiippi was tlion 24. feet

below the bed or bottom of the Ibberville. The Minufippi is the

fource of the Ibberville, when raifcJ high enoughto run into it,

and occ;ifions what is erronconfly ..callc.l the ifland ot Orleans to be

then an illand in fadt, but at any oil cr time it is not envitoncd with

water; therefore, with what degree of propriety can the Ibberville

be termed a river, or ihc town of new Orleans faid to be fituatcd

on an ifland i

thae
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there is a greater proportion of rice land, and alfo cyprefs

and live oak : the latter is of an extraordinary quality fqr

Ihip-building. There were feveral inhabitants on this river

who raifed indigo, Indian corn, rice, &c. and were in a
very thriving way.

Lake Maurepas is about ten miles in length and feven in

width, with to or 12 feet water in it. The country round
it is low, and covered with cyprefs, live oak, myrtle., &c.
Two creeks fall into this lake •, one from the north fide,

celled Nattabanie, the other from the peninfula of Orleans.

From the Ibberville acrofs the lake, it is feven miles to the
pafTage leading to Ponchartrain. The length of thispafiage

is feven miles, and only 300 yards in width, which is divided

into two branches by an illand that extends from Maurepas
to about the diftance of a mile from Fonchartrain. The
fouth channel is the deepeft and fhorteft.

Lake Ponchartrain. The greateft length of this lake is

about 40 miles, breadth 24 miles, and depth 1 8 feet. The
following creeks fall in on the north fide, Tangipaho and
le Comble, four feet deep j Chefunfta, feven ; and Bon-
fouca, fix ; and from the peninfula of Orleans, Tigahoc, at

the mouth of which was a fmall pofl:. The Bayouk of St,

John, which alfo communicates on the fame fide, has been
already mentioned. The french inhabitants, who formerly

refided on the north fide of this lake, chiefly employed
themfelves in making pitch, tar, and turpentine, and raifing

ftock, for which the country is very favourable.

The diftance from lake Ponchartrain through the Regolets

is. ten miles, and between 3 and 400 yards bi'oad, and lined

with marfhes on each fide.

On the fouth fide of the Regolets, and near to the en-

trance* from the fea, there is a large paflage into the lake

Borgne, or Blind lake, and, by fome creeks that fall into

it, fmall craft may go as far as the plantations on the Miflif-

fippi ; and there is a palTage between the lakes Borgne and
Ponchartrain : but either by this, or that of the Regolets,

fix, and fometimes feven feet, is the deepeft water through.

Near the entrance at the eaft end of the Regolets, and on
the north fide, are the principal mouths of Pearl river,

which rifes in the Cha£law nation, and is navigable upwards

of 150 miles. There is feven feet going into it, and deep water

afterwards. In the year 1769, there were fome fettlements

on^this river, where they raifed tobacco, indigo, cotton, rice,

indian corn, and all forts of vegetables. The land produces

F f .a variety
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ft variety of timber fit for pipe and hogfhead ftaves, mafta^

yards, and all kinds of plank for ihlp-building.

From the Regolets to the bay of St. Louis is about 18

miles. This is a fmall, beautiful, compa£l bay, with about

feven feet water in it : the land near it is of a light foil, and

good for paflure. There were feveral fettlers formerly on

.it, but in the year 1767, the Cha^taw Indians killed their

cattle and obliged them to remove.

, From this bay to the bay of Biloxi, is 26 miles. Juft 6p-

pofite to Ship ifland, on the main land, is fituated old Biloxi,

in a fmall bay of the fame name, behind I'lfle au Chcvereull,

or Buck or Deer ifland, Ttiis is the place where the French

made their firll eftablifliraent in Louifiana : but they did not

continue there long, finding it in every refpe6t an improper

fituation for the capital. There are ftill a few inhabitants at

Biloxi, fome of whom are the offspring of the original fet-

tlers. 1 heir chief employment is railing of cattle and flock,

and making pitch and tar : but the natives are very trouble-

fome to them.

From the Biloxi to the Pafcagoula river is about 13 miles.

This river empties itfelf by feveral mouths ; between the

.eaftcrnmofl: and wefternmofl of which, there is a fpace of be-

tween three and four miles, that is nearly one continued bed
of oyfLCr-lhells, with very fhoal water. The only channel is

at the weflernmoft entrance, where there are four feet. This
large river about 20 miles above its entrance is divided into"

two branches, which continue their courfe to the fea, ge-

nerally about five or fix miles afunder. The intermediate

fpace, for feveral miles above its mouth, is nothing but

mar/hes interfered by lagoons. After getting into either of

the branches, there is from three to fix f\uhoms, and the ri-

ver is laid tb be navigable for more than 150 miles. »

The foil on this river, like all other rivers on the coafl: of

Weft-I'lorida, grov/s better the higher up you go ; but

even near the entrance it is far from being bad. There are

fome good plantations on the eafl: fide ; but here, as well as

all the way to the weffward, the inliabitants are much mo-
lefled by the natives, cfpctially by the Chaftaws, who kill

their cattle, &c.

From the Pafcagoula river to the Fafs au Heron at the bay

of Mobille is 1 8 miles. This pais has four feet water ; and
from thence to the point, which is on the eafl lide of the

biiy of Mobille, in latitude 30'^ 17 nortb, is nearly fix mil(;s.

Before defcribing this bay, I (hall here take notice of the

follow-
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following iflands iituared along the coaft, between the bay

of St. Louis and the point of Mobille.

Cat ifland lies about eight miles eaftward of the bay of St.

Louis, and feven miles from the coaft : it is lix miles in

length, very narrow, and of an irregular fhape, with a large

fhoal from" the eall end of it, extending within two miles of

Ship ifland. The foil is poor, producing nothing but pine,

feme live oak and grafs, and its fliore is almofl everywhere

covered or bordered with an immenfity of flidls.

The marfhy iflands near the peninfula of Orleans, are

diftant about three miles fouth of Cat ifland ; and between

them there is a channel of nine feet, which continues to the

Regolets through a number of flioals.

Ship ifland is lituated between feven and eight miles eaft

of Cat ifland, and about ten miles fouth of the bay of Biloxi.

This ifland is nine miles in length and two m/iles in width

where broadsfl:. It produces pine trees and grafs, and there

is a well of tolerable water on it. The weftern part of this

• ifland is very narrow, and for better than three miles

there is not a tree on it. A fhoal runs out due fouth,

about a mile from the weft end. The channel is bet-

ter than a mile wide, with from four to five and fix fathoms;

but the bar has only 21 feet. In going over it from the fea

the courfe to be fireered is due north, keeping the above

fhoal near half a mile to the eaftward, and after fairly palling

the end of the ifland, from the inner part of which lies ^

fhoal, the courfe proceeds N. E. until the broadeft part of

the point of the ifland bears due fouth about one mile and a

half, where there is between four and five fathoms. This

is a good place to anchor in the fummer-time ; but is very

much expofed in winter, when the northerly v/inds prevail ;

and is a very convenient place for fhipping the produce of the
' rivers Pearl, Ibberville, and Amit, and the lakes Maurepa$
and'Ponchartrain.

From Ship ifland to Horn ifland is between five and fix

miles, with a fmall key called Dog ifland between, about two
thirds of the way, and with a fhoal all the way from the

former to about a quarter of a mile of the latter, where

there is a channel of five fathoms. The above flioal extends

fouth of the channel nearly two miles, where there is a bar

of 15 feet : in croffing of which it behoves the mariner to

. keep about half a mile from the fhore, and to fteer for the

end of the ifland, and on approaching it to give it a birth of

about a cable's length, to avoid a fhoal on the left ; after

F f 2 pal^"g
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paiSng of which he ought tD keep a little to the weftwarq,

on account of a thoal that runs from the infide of the ifland,

then to haul round to the caft'vard, v/bere there is better

than 15 feet water, a little more than a ni:\r from the .ihind.

Horn ifland is nearly 17 miles in length; and abod': "^alf

a mile in width. There arc: more trees on the rr.iidle of

the ifland than in any other part of it •, and for about th^-te

miles from the eaft end there are no trees at all, but iu;;re

are a number of fandy hillocs.

Round ifland lies ,about five miles north from oppofite ihe

middle of Horn ifland, and is well timbered.

The ifland of MalTacre is upwards of two miles to the

eaftward of Horn ifland, from which a (hoal extends better

than a mile and a half l>etween them, leaving a channel erf

about 1 1 feet round the wet^ end of Maflacre ifland j but

within the ifland there is between three and four fathoms.

Maffacre is nearly nine miles long and very narrow j it igf

remarkable for a grove of trees in the middle, which is the

more particular, as there is not a tree any where elfe on the

ifland.

The difl:ance between Maflacre ifland and the main Is

about ten miles, from two to three fathoms all the way
acrofs J except one large flioal called la Grand Bature, which

ftrctches out from the main land about a league, with two

or three feet water on it, and in fome places not ib much.
Behind it, there is a large bay called FAnce de la Grand
Bature, eight miles caft: of Pafcagoula blufl''.

The land here and to the eafliward, as far as the bay of

IMobille, is fwampy towards the fea, with a clay bottom fojf

two or three miles back ; but afterwards it is covered chiefly

with pines, live oak, and hiccory, and the foil is fandy or

gravelly for (everal miles, before it becomes truly fit for cul-

ture •, notv/'.thflanding which it is good for pafture.

From Maflacre to Dauphin ifland is five miles, with a

flioal all the way betvt'ccn them. Thefe are fappofed for-

merly to have been but one, which went by the general

name of MalTacre, fo called by monf. d'Ibberville, from a

large heap of human bones found thereon at his firfl land-

in" i but it was afterwards called Dauphin ifland, in honour

of the dauphin of France, and to take oflf the difagrecable

idea excited by the other name.

Dauphin ifland is about ten miles long, and in the bvoadeft

part not quite two miles. The wefl end, for between three

and four miles, is a narrow flip of land, with fome dead

trees i
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trees ; the reft is covered with thick pines, which come
clofe to the water's edge on the eaft lide, forming a large

bluiF, There are the remains of an old french poft on the

-Touth fide of the ifland ; about ,two miles from that bluff

are a few old houfes on the north fide oppofite to it, near

-which are large hillocks of oyfter-lhells, now covered with

dwarf cedar and live oak. There are many fuch veftiges of

the ancient inhabitants in feveral bays and other places on the

coaft J and as thefe are always found on high banks, the

ufual places where the native encamp, it cannot well be fup^

pofed they were left there by the fea, though many are of

that opinion.
- Gillori ifland is divided from Dauphm ifland on the north

^^dc by a narrow channel, through which a boat may pafs with
' "fome difficulty ; and between Gillori and the main land, on
the weft fide of Mobille bay, there is a chain of fmall iflands„

and oyfter-fliells, through which there is a paflage of four

feet, called Pafle au Heron, where fmall craft may go from
Mobille bay to the weftward within the iflands. There is

likewife a paflage for fmall boats and canoes from the weft

fide of the bay of Mobille, through what the French call

Riviere aux Poules, which falls in oppofite to the weft end
,of Dauphin ifland, and cyts off a confider.able fpace of

ground,

Juft oppofite the old fort, on the fouth fide of Danphin
• ifland, diftant one mile, lies great Pelican ifland, which is

about a mile in length, and very narrow. It ftretches to

the S. E. in form of a half moon, the concave fide being
' towards the eaft end of Dauphin ifland. There are neither

' trees nor bufhes on it, but here and there large tufrs of grafs

like fmall reeds, on the fandy parts near the fea fide.

Hawk's bay is between Pelican and Dauphin iflands.

There is a broad channel of 1 1 and 1 2 feet, afterwards fafe

anchorage in _fpur fathoms good holding ground, and well

fheltered from moft winds ; on which account it is very con-

venient for fmall velTcls.

There is a fmall fand key called little Pelican ifland, about

a league S. E. from great Pelican ifland, forming a curve to

the eaftwa'rd, and there it meets a large ihoal extending from
Mobille point

Xhe deepeft water on the bar of Mobille, or rather ofMo-
bille bay (for there is another bar at the entrance of the

river near the town), is only 15 or 16 feet. The mark for

going over it in the deepeft channel, is to bring little Peli-
'

' F f 3
* can
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can ifland well on with the bluff on the eaft end of Dauphin
ifland, bearing about N. N. W. | W. and then to fleer in

for the key in that dire<5lion. The point of Mobille bears

from the bar nearly due north four miles, and the key
is more than a mile and half within it. Both the eaft

and weft reefs, as well as the bar itfelf,. are fteep to-

wards the fea, there being from three to feven and eight

fathoms immediately without ; this occafions a conftant

fwell with a heavy fea when it blows from the fouthward :

and therefore, in rough weather, it would be imprudent to

go over it in a vefTel that draws above ten or eleven feet wa^
ter. Within the bar it deepens gradually towards little

Pelican ifland, between which and the eaft reef the channel
is not more than a quarter of a mile broad, with fix or feven

fathoms water. This depth continues all the way round Mo-
bille point, where is tolerable good anchorage in four or five

fathoms, but it is at beft an open road-ftead, the bay being
too large to afford much flielter.

From Mobille point to the town the diftance is about 1

1

leagues nearly due north, and the breadth of the bay in ge-

neral is about three or four leagues. At the lower part of

it ,is a deep bite that runs about fix leagues to the eall:-

ward of the point, having a narrow peninfula between it

and the fea. The river Bon Secour falls into the bottom of

this bay or bite, and Fifli river with thac of la Sant on
the north fide of it ; on all of which there are feveral habit-

ations.

On the weft fide of the bay of Mobille there are likewife

fpme fmall rivers, but none confiderable, befi^ies la Rivi-

ere aux Poules, by which there is a fmall inland comm,uni-

cation to "the weilward, and Dog river, which falls into the

bay about nine miles below Mobille. The former has five

T fi\ feet in the entrance, and is navigable for a boat fe-

veral miles back into the country. "With regard to the ge-

neral depth of the wafer in the bay, there is from two to three

fathoms two-thirds of the way from Mobille point towards

the town, and the deepcft water to be depended on in the

iip[)er part of the bay is only 10 or 12 feet, and in many
places not fo much j but there is no danger, as the bottom

is foft mud. Large velicls cannot go within {icxcn miles of

the town.
• Notwithfianding all thcle inconveniences in point of navi-

gation, Mobille having hitherto been the frontiers of the

frcnch dominions in Louifiana, always was, and now is, a

verv
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Very confiderable place. It has a fmall regular fort, built

with brick, and a neat fquare of barracks for the officers

and foldlers. The town is pretty regular, of an oblong
figure, on the well bank of the river, where it enters the

bay.

There is a coniiderable indian trade carried on here.

Mobille, when in pofTeffion of his britannic majefty, fent

yearly to London, Ikins and furs amounting from 1 2 to

15,000 pounds fterliiig : it was then the only ftaple com-
modity in this part of the province. The britifh garrifon

at Mobille furrendered to the arms of his catholic majefty

in the year 1780.

The bay of Mobille terminates a little to the north-eaft-

ward of the town, in a number of marfhes and lagoons :

which fubjedt the people to fevers and agues in the hot

leafon.

The river of Mobille is divided into two principal

branches, about 40 miles above the town : one of which,
called the Tanfa, falls into the eaft part of the bay ; the

other empties itfelf clofe by the town, where it has a bar of

feven feet ; but there is 3 branch a little to the eaftward of

this, called Spanilh river, Avhere there is a channel of nine

or ten feet, when the water is high ; but this joins Mobille
river about two leagues above the town.

Two or three leagues above the Tanfa branch, the Ali-

bama river falls into Mobille river, after running from the

N. E. a courfe of about 130 miles ; that is, from Alibama
fort, lituated at the confluence of the CouiTa and Talpoufe,

both very confiderable rivers ; on which and their branches

are the chief fettlements of the upper Creek Indians.

The french fort at Alibama was evacuated in 1763, and
has not been fince garrifoned. Above the confluence of
Alibama and Mobille, the latter is called the Tombecbe
river, from the fort of Tombecbe, fituated on the weft iide

of it, about 96 leagues above the town of Mobille. The
fource of this river is reckoned to be about 40 leagues higher

up, in the country of the Chickafaws. The fort of Tom-
becbe was taken poiTeffion of by the Englilh, but abandon-
ed again in 1767, by order of the commandant of Penfa-
cola. The river is navigable for floops and fchooners about

35 leagues above the town of Mobille. The banks, where
low, ape partly overflowed in the rainy feafons, which adds
greatly to the foil, and adapts it particularly to the cultivation

gf rice. The fides of the river are covered in many places

F f 4 with
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with large canes, fb thick that they are almoft impenetrabk ;

there is alfo plenty of remarkable large red and white cedar,

cyprefs, elm, afh, hiccory, and various kinds of oak. Seve-

ral people have fettled on this river, who find the foil to an-

fwer beyond expedlation.

The lands near the mouth of the JVJTobille river are gene-

rally low : as you proceed upwards, the land grows higher,

and may with great propriety be divided into three ftages

:

firfl, low rice lands on or near the banks of the river, of a

nloft excellent quality : fecondly, what are called by the

people of the country fecond low grounds, or level flat cane

lands, about four or live feet higher than the low rice lands :

and, thirdly, the high upland or open country. The firfl:,

or low lands, extend about an half or three quarters of a

mile from the river, and may almofl everywhere be eafily

drained and turned into moft excellent rice fields, and are

capable of being laid under water at almoft all feafons of the

year. They are a deep black mud or flime, which have, in

a fiiccefilon of, time, been accumulated, or formed by the

overflowing of tne river.

The fecond low grounds being, in general, formed by a

regular rifing of about four or five feet higher than the low
lands, appears to Irave been originally the edge of the

river. This fecond clafs or kind of land is in general ex-

tremely rich, and covered with large timber and thick ftrong

canes, extending in width upon an average three quarters

of a mile, and in general a perfe<fh level. It is excellent for

all kinds of grain, and well calculated for the culture of in-

digo, hemp, fiax, or tobacco.

At the extremity of thefe fecond grounds, you come to

what is called the high or upland, which is covered with

pine, oak, and hiccory, and other kinds of large timber.

The foil is of a good quality, but much inferior to the fe-

cond or low land. It anfwers well for raifing Indian corn,

potatoes, and every thing elfe that delights in a dry light

foil. Further out in the country again, on the weft fide of

this river, you come to a pine barren, with extenfive reed

fwamps and natural meadows or favannas, which aiFord ex-

cellent ranges of innumerable herds of cattle.

On the eaft of the river Mobille, towards the river

Alibama, is one entire extended rich cane country, not in-

ferior p.^rhaps to any in America.

Wt-M never portages are made between the Mobille and

Cherokee river, or their branches, which are probably but

a few
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s few miles apart, the Mobllle will be the firft river for

commerce (the Miiiiffippi excepted) in this part of the

world, as it affords the Ihorteft and moft dire£l communicji-
tion to the fea.

The land to the eaftward of Mobille point, for about

three leagues on the peninfula, is remarkable for alternate

fpaces of thick and thin trees. The point is covered with
a grove of thick but not very tall ones. There is a fmall la-

goon about four leagues to the eaftward of the point, with,

hardly water at the entrance for a boat, the trees about

which are very tall and thick. There are feveral hillocs to

the eaftward along fhore, all the way from thence to the

river Perdldo, except at one place, about two-thirds of the

way ; where double lands may be feen over a lagoon which
^retches to the weftward of that river.

The river Perdido empties itfelf into the fea about ten

leagues to the eaftward of Mobille point, and four leagues

to the weftward of the bar of Penfacola. The entrance i?

narrow, with a bar of fix feet ; but afterwards it widens

confiderably, ftretching firft to the N. E. upwards of a
league, where it goes within a mile of the head of the

great lagoon weft of the entrance of Penfacola harbour.

From this the Perdido turns to the weftward for three or
four miles, where it forms a large bay. This river was for-

merly the boundary between Florida and Louifiana, divid-

ing the french and fpanifh dominions.

There is nothing remarkable between the river Perdido

and the bar of Penfacola, except the grand lagoon, which
reaches near to the Perdido, with fome ftraggling trees on
the peninfula, and the high red bank on the north fide of
it, before mentioned. The foundings between the bars of

Mobille and Penfacola are pretty regular, except near the,

bars, where there is deeg water along ftiore, as they ftretch

out. It is neceffary in nearing them, to keep a good offing

till their refpedlive marks are on for going over in the

deepeft channel. Immediately without them there is very

d'eep water, from 7 to 12 and 13 fathoms, oozy bottom,

and good holding ground. At the fame diftance from the

fhore between them there is only fix or eight fathoms j the

bottom in general is fine white f^nd with black fpecks and
broken Ihells : in fome places a coarfer bottom, and in

others oozy fand.

The weft end of the ifland of St. Rofa ftretches athwart

the
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the mouth of the harbour, and defends it from the fea. It

would be difficult to afcertain the entrance, were it not for

a remarkable red cliff which not only diflinguifhes the

place, but is a mark for going oVer the bar in the deepefl

water.

Tile bar of Penfacola is of a femicircular form, with the

convex fide to the fea, and lies at a coniiderable diilance

from the landj occafloned, no doubt, by the conflict be-

tween the fea and the bay. The bar runs in a curve from
the weft breakers all the way to the eaftward of the fort, or

fignal-houfe, on Rofe ifland, the cuter end of it extending
abont a mile v/ithout the breakers ; it is a flat, hard fand,

but the bottom on both iides is foft, oozy ground. After

entering on the bar in the deepefl: channel, the old fort on
Rofe ifland bears N. E. | N. tv/o miles and a half; the

middle or higheft red cliff, N. J- W. three miles and a half.

In coming from the eaftward or weftward it is beft to keep
in fix or feven fathoms, till the weft declivity of the higheft

part of the red cliff bears about N. | W. as above ; and then

to continue in that direftion. The water fhoals gradually

from four to three and three-fourths fathoms ; on the

flioaleft part it is 21 feet j then it regularly deepens, and the

hottom grows fofter.

The latitude of the bar of Penfacola is 30'^ 22' north, and
longitude 87° 40' weft from London, the variation of the

compafs near 5" eaft.

When over the bar in five or fix fathoms, it is ncceffary

to incline a little towards the weftern reef, which has deep

water clofe to it, in order to avoid the 10 feet bank that

there extends about half a mile S. W. from the point of

Rofe ifland. As the line of diredtion for the deepeft water

over the bar leads juft over the weft point of this bank,

therefore it is proper to keep within one and a half or two
cables length of the breakers (on the north end of which
there are two dry Tandy keys), till the weft point of Role
itland is open with the ilraggling trees to the fouthward of

Deer point, at the entrance of St Rofa channel, when one
mwft hadl up to the eaftward between them clear of the 10
feet hank. There is a narrow channel of 13 feet between
this bank and the point v( Rofe ifland. There is alio a

ihoal ftretching in a fweep from the red cliff towards the

above-mentioned fandy key, therefore care muft be taken

liot to fhut in Tartar point with Deer point j but as the

foundings
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foundings are regular, there is no fear, unlefs there be little

win J, with the tide-of ebb, wliich fets direclly on tills

flioal, and in that cafe it is neceirary to anchor in time.

Within Tartar point the bay is about five or fix miles

broad, ftretching to the north-eaft towaYds the town;
which is fituated on the main land, about eight miles from.

Rofe illand. From thence the bay turns more to the eaft-

ward, and is divided into two large branches or arms ; one
of which continues to the eaftward about 18 miles from
Penfacola, and the other to the northward nearly the fame
diftance, from three to five miles broad.

Between Tartar point and Penfacola there are two large

lagoons, the foutheramoft of which runs behind the red

chff.

All the weft fide of the bay, which forms a fweep to-

wards the town, is fhoal for upwards of half a mile ofF

fhore, but the foundings are regular to it. There is no
clanger in the bay between Penfacola and Rofe ifland, ex-

cept a fhoal that runs fro ii Deer point, which ought to be

attended to in working up or down the harbour. It is the

more dangerous, as there is no warning given by the found-

ings ; for from fix fathoms, in a few cafts of the lead, you
have but as many feet. It runs more than h^lf a mile to

the weflward from tlie point. The governor's houfe in the

fort beai-s from the extremity of it N. f E. three miles

and a half, and Engliih point N. N. E. ^ E. five miles.

The bell: anchorage for large vcif-ls is juft abre'aft of the

town, in four fath ms, about one-chird of a mile off ihorc ;

taking care not to bring the governor's houfe more to the

weftward than N. W. ^ W. on account of a fhoal that runs

off from Indian point at the eaft end of the town. As the

tides in that otfing run nearly ealt and weft, fhips fhould be

moored accordingly.

The bay of Penfacola was firft difcovered by Pamphilio

de Narvaez in 1525 *. After him, feveral other fpanifh ad-

venturers vifited ir, who gave it different names ; as Porta

da Ancbufe Bahia de St. Maria, &c. But Penfacola was

the proper name of it among the Indians, which it will

henceforth probably retain. The firft eftablifhment the

Spaniards made here was in 1696; when don Andrea de

* But the Florida coaft was previoufly difcovered by Sebaftlaa

Cabot in 1497, and by John Ponce de Leon in 1512.

Arrlvola
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Arrivola was appointed governor of this province, whicii

then comprehended a very large trail of land on the gulf

of Mexico. He built a fmall ftcckado, which he called fort

St. Charles, with a church, &c. juit by the red cliff ar the

entrance of the harbour. '

This place was taken in the year 171 9, by the French
from Mobille. Penfacola fell at that time an eafy prey,

having only about 150 men to defend it. Shortly after-

awards it was retaken by the Spaniards, who \vere again dii^

polTeffed by the French in the fame year.

The fecond time the French made themfelves mafters of

it, they kept poiTefllon till the year 1722, when it was re-

ftored to the crown of Spain by treaty. The Spaniards in.

the interim r^^moved to St. Jofeph's bay. About the'

year 1726, they built a fmall town on the weft fide of Rofe
ifland, near the prefent fort, or fignal-houfe, which was
originally conftrufted by them, but greatly improved by ge-

neral Haldimand. The fettlement remained there till about

the year I754i but being then partly overflowed in a gale

of wind, the town was removed to the place where it now
Hands. After this country was ceded to the Engliih by the

peace of 1762, many places were pointed out as convenient-

ly fituated for the purpofe of building a town ; but on due
examination, the prefent iituation was generally preferred^

and the pr.ffent town regularly laid out in the beginning of

the year 1 765.
The town of Penfacola is of an oblong form, and lies

almoft parallel to the beach. It is about a mile in lengthy

and a quarter of a mile in breadth, but contradls at both
<ends. At the weft end is a fine rivulet, from which velTels

are fupplied with water. The prefent fort was built by the

writer of this narrative, in 1775, with cedar pickets, with
four blcckhoufcs at proper diftances, ivhich defend or flank

the works. It takes up a large fpace of ground juft in the

middle of the town, which it divides in a manner into two
fcparate towns, and can be of no great fervice towards the

defence of the place, in cafe an attack be made on it, either

by the natives or a civilized enemy.
The town of Penlacola is furrounded by two pretty large

brooks of water, which take their rife under Gage hill, a

fmall mount behind the town, and difchargc themfelves into

the bay, one at each extremity of the town. .

The town and fort of Penfacola furrendered to the arm?

of
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of his catholic majefty in the year 1781, and with them the

whole province of Weft-Florida became fubjedt to the king
of Spain, as before mentioned.

The hopes of a fpanifh trade induced many people to

fettle here, at a great expence ; but it did not anfwer their

cxpedlation. 7'he principal objects ought to be the Indian

trade, indigo, cotton, rice, hemp, tobacco, and lumber^

thefe being the natural produce of the country. T hough.

Penfacola ftands in a very fandy fituation, yet with pains

the gardens produce great plenty, of vegetables. Fruit-trees,

fuch as orange, fig, and peach trees, are here in perfection.

And the bay abounds with a variety of fine fifh.

About a mile to the eaftward of Penfacola, between it

and the Englifh point, is the eaft lagoon, which after tuiTi-

ing to the N. W. four or five miles, receives the Six Mile

brook. This is a pretty little winding ftream, on the eaft

fide of which is an iron mine, where a large natural magnet
was found. There is a fine mineral fpring of the chaly-

beate kind, near the mouth of the lagoon, of which there

are feveral others in this country.

From Englifh point, the bay ftretches to the northward.

On the weft fide, near the mouth of the river Efcambia,

lies Campble-town, a fettlement of french proteftants,

about 10 miles from Penfacola by land, and 13 by water.

The fpot on which it fl:ands is high, and a very ligiat foil

;

but its fituation being near to the marfhes, it is thereby ren-

dered unhealthy, and has been the means of carrying off

many of the inhabitants who were fent out in 1766, and
Were for fome time fupported by government, in order to

manufafture filk ; but either for want of proper manage-
ment, or other reafons, nothing of that kind was attempt-

ed, and the place is fince abandoned and the town deltroyed.

The river Efcambia, the moft confiderable that falls into

the bay of Penfacola, empties itfelf near the head of the

north branch, about 12 or 15 miles from Penfacola, through
feveral marfhes and channels, which have a number of

iflands between them, that are overflowed when the water

is high. 1 here is a flioal near the entrance, and veflek

that draw more than five or fix feet cannot be carried into

it, even through the deepeft channel j but there is from
two to four fathoms afterwards. I afcended it with a boat

upwards of 8o miles, where from the depth of water it ap-

peared to be navigable for pettiaugers many miles . further.

It is uncertain where the fource of this river is j but fup-

pofed
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pofed to be at a confiderable diftance, and is very winding

in its courfe.

The lands in general, on each fide of the river, are rich,

low, or fwamp, admirably adapted for the culture of rice or

corn, as may fuit the planter befi: ; and what gives thefe low

lands a fuperiority over many others is the great number
of rivulets that fall into this river from the high circumja-

cent country, which may ealily be led over any part of, or

almoft all the rice lands, at any feafon of the year whatever.

Near the mouth of this river are a great number of iflands,

fbme of very confiderable extent, and not inferior for rice

to any in America. The fettlements made by meffieurs

Tait and Mitchell, captain Johnfon, Mr. M'Kinnon, and

•fjme others, are very evident proofs of this alTertion, who,
in the courfe of two years from their firft fettlement, had
nearly cleared all the expences they had been at in making
very confiderable eftablifliments ; and I am well aflurcd

would entirely have done it in another year, had not the

Spaniards taken pofleffion of the country.

Further up the river, we meet with other iflands, having

much higher banks than thofe below, very fie for raifing

indian corn, or pulfe of all kinds, with a luiHcIent propor-

tion of rice land on them alfo. The large ifland on which

Mr Mariliall made his fettlement, nearly oppofite the old

ilockaded fort, about 28 miles from Penfacola by land, and

40 by water, is the uppcrmoft ifland of any note in the river

Efcambia, and is, without doubt, in point of fertility of

foil, equal to any thing to be met with in the country.

The wert:crly part of this laft mentioned ifland is high, and

not fubjedt to be overflown, unlefs in remarkable high

frclhes, and then only fome particular low parts of it ; the

reft is high, and well fecured againft floods : the eafteru

part of it is low, and liable to be overflowed at fome times

of the year ; the high land extends from about a mile to a

mile and a half, from the wefternmofl: branch of the river

that furrounds ii, and is equal to any on the Mifliflippi,

Amit, or Comit. A more advantageous place for fmall

fettlements than this, is not to be met with any where near

Penfacola.

The country on each fide of the river above this ifland

is liighcr, and as the water is confined in one channel, forms

a molt beautiful river, with great plenty of good low lands

or) each fide of it for many miles up. The Idvv laiuls gene-

rally extend from a mile and a half to two miles trom the

banks
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banks of the river, and fome places more, when we come
to a fine high pine country, intermixed with oak and hiccory

land. There are, on both fides of this river, a number of
rifing grounds or bluffs, which afford delightful profpedls

on the river, and would be elegant fltuations for gentle-

. men's feats. The low lands and iflands abound with great

quantities of white and red oak for ftaves, which anfvver

well for the Weft-India market, and an inexhauftible quan-
tity of cyprefs for lumber and fhingles, together with plenty

of red and white cedar for building. The open country,

or high lands bordering on thefe low rich lands, are gene-
, rally pine, but of a quality fuperior to mofi: ofher pine coun-
tries, having generally a good foil for five or fix inches

deep, and well adapted for raifing corn, beans, peas, turnips,

potatoes, &c.

Perhaps there is no country more beautifully diverfified

with hills and dales, nor more plentifully fupplied with
fine ftreams, than that which borders on the low lands

upon this river. But what, in a very particular mannej',

recommends this part of Weft-Florida, is the fine and ex-
tenfive ranges for cattle which are fo frequently to be met
with here j it being very common for an ordinary planter

-to have 200 heads, and fome looo heads, within the

vicinity of Penfacola. There is fcarcely a ftream in thefe

parts but what has water fufficient for faw-mills, and the

country abounds with excellent timber for planks, or lumber
of all kinds.

The air is pure and healthy, and the planters and negroes

enjoy a good ftate of health the year round. The Indians

emphatically call it, on account of the fine ftreams of v/ater

everywhere to be met with, the fweet water countiy. Great
plenty of fifh is to be found in this river, and all kinds of
wild game are to be met with in great abundance.

With regard to the face of tlie country between the
Efcambia and Penfacola, it is varied v/ith vallies and riling

grounds. At about 20 miles from Penfacola the foil growy
better than it is at the town j the ^vallies are covered with
grafs or canes, Interfperfed with thickets of laurel, myrtle,

and cafina. There is generally a rivulet running through
each of them, either towards the Perdido or hfcamb:a.

The rifing grounds are chiefiy covered with pines, oak, and
hiccorv.

The north branch of the bay of Penfacola is only navi-

gable for fmall veflels. It was formerly well fettled on each

iide, Th& middle land between the north bay and the

Ouyava-
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Ouyavalana, or Yellow water, a branch of the eaft bay^

abounds with large tall pines fit for mafts, yards, &c.

The Yellow water, or Middle river, enters the eaft

branch of the bay at the N. E corner, and after going about

£ve or fix leagUL-s up the country, the eaftern branch ends

in a bafon or lake at the bottom of a rifing ground; but the

veftern branch I have afcended feme leagues further. There
are feveral fmall iflands near the entrance of this river, which
produce cyprefs and fmall cedars, but the foil is indifferent.

The Eaft river empties into the bottom or the eaft branch,

about fix miles fro 11 the Middle river. It is about a quarter

of a mile broad for two leagues, and then contracts to the

breadth of 30 or 40 feet. This river conies from the

caftward, running nearly parallel to St. Rofe's channel, and
its fource is about 16 miles from its entrance into the bay.

The peninfula between the bay of Penfacola and St. RofeV
channel, which is from one to three or four miles broad,

is in general very poor fandy foil. It produces, in Ibmc
places, large pines and live oak.

Rofe ifland extends along the coaft, for the fpace of near

50 miles, and, is nowhere above half a mile bioad. It is

very remarkable for its white fandy hum.mocks, and
ftraggling trees here and there. There is a clump of four

tall trees clofe together, which, at a diftance, appears like

one, about 1 8 miles from the weft end, and another of the

fame kind about a league further to the eaftward. There
are likewife feveral humn»iock?, more eafy tc^'remark than

defcribe ; but an attentive pevfon, after once or twice fail-

ing along, can be at no lofs to know what part of the coafl

he falls in with.

The peculiarity of the appearance of Rofe ifland from the

fea, and the deep foundings all along it, are of great fervice

to know the coaft : there are nine or ten fathoms in Ibme
places, within a mile or two of the Ihore ; and, when a

frigate is within 16 or 17 fathoms, the tops of the trees

on the main land may be defcried from the quarter-deck.

The bottom is generally fine white fand, with broken fliells,

and black fpccks ; but in one place off the eaft end of Rofe

ifland, out of fight of land, the bottom is of a coarfc gravel,

jnixed with coral. This ought particularly to be attended

to, as it is the only fpot with that kind of foundings on tire

coaft : it is of a confiderablc extent, and there are from

20 to 30 and 40 fathoms on it, or more. There is indeed

a coral bottom off the bay of Efpirito Sancflo, and foine other

parts on the coaft of Eaft-Florida, but thefe generally begin
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in feven or eight fathoms, within fight of land ; from which,
and the difference of latitude, one cannot be miflaken for

the other.

This is a very extenfive bay, ftretching about 30 miles

to the north-eaJt, and is from four to fix miles broad.

There is a'bar before it with only feven or eight feet where
deepeit. But afterwards there is 16 or 17 feetj as far as

the red bluff on the main land. The channel between this

bluff and the eaft part of Rofe ifland is but narrow ; and
a little further on, towards the bay, it is choked up with
a large fhoal in fome places dry ; the deepeft water on it is

only four or five feet j fo that nothing but very fmail veffels

can enter this bay from the fea : and the channel between
Rofe illand and the main is jufl fufficient for boats or

pettiaugcrs.

On the north fide of St. Rofe's bay, almoft oppofite to the

entrance from the fea, there are three pretty large branches,

which ftretch feveral miles : the wefternmoft:, which is the

largeft, is again fubdividfd into fmaller branches, all which
have deep water. The other two receive each a confider-

able rivulet of clear water with a rapid fi:ream.. On the

banks there is plenty of cedar. Sec.

The largeft river that falls into St. Rofe's bay is the

Cha6ta-hatcha, or Pea river, which runs from the N. E. and
enters the bottom of the bay through feveral mouths, but

fo flaoal that only a fmall boat or canoe can pafs them. I

afcended this river about 25 leagues, where there is fettled

a fmall pa:ty of the Couffac Indians, The banks of this

river, in point of fo^l and timber, refembles very much thofe

of the river Efcambia.

Between the bays of St. Rofa and St. Andrew's the

coaft runs E. S» E. and S. E by E. for the fpace of 52 miles,

the foundings much the fame as off Rofe ifland ; it is to

be obferved that the trees are thick, and come pretty clofe

to the fhore. There are likewife fome red hummocks as

well as white, which with the trenching of the land may
be of fervice to know that part of the coaff.

The entrance of St. Andrew'$ bay is between a fmall

ifland on the right hand, and a narrow peninfula on the

left. There is a high white fand hill, which is a remark-

able objfft from the fea : it lies in latitude 30'' 60' north,

and about ten leagues to the north-weft of cape Blaife.

From the point of the peninfula, there is a large flioal ex-

tending for more than two thirds of the way towards the

G g ifland ;
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Ifland i which is two miles diftant, leaving a channel of

17 or 18 feet •, but it has afmallbar of 13 feet.

There is anchorage juft wihin St. Andrew's ifland in

three fathoms and an half, but it is more commodious within

the point of the peninlula in five fathoms, with the ad-

vantage of frefli water, which is eaiily got by digging.

St. Andrew's bay runs firft to the N. W. nearly parallel

to the fea Ihore, for three leagues ; then it turns to the

eaftward for about a league, when a large branch breaks off

to the S. E. The main body continues to the northward

for two leagues, when it is divided into two large branches,

one going to the N. E. and the other to the weftward.

This laft, which is the leaft, reaches within a few miles of

St. Rofa's bay. The country between them is low and
mar{hy,ajrid full of frefh-water ponds.

St. Andrew's bay is navigable for any vclTels that can go

over the bar. There is a large fhoal with only three or

four feet, about half way up the firft reach, but there is a

deep channel on the wetl fide of it, and afterwards thera

is from three to ffvcn fathoms all, over the bay. There
are no rivers of any confequence, nor can the foil imme-
diately on the bay be much commended ; there is howeveiT

great plenty of large pines, live oak, and cedar.

From St. Andi-ew's ifland to the bay of St. Jofeph^s, the

mrddle of the coaft between them runs about E. S. E. near i^

miles, with a fhoal all the way between them near the fhore,

which eafily appears, it being of a whitifh colour. There is

from 12 to 18 feet on the greatcft part of it, except toward?

the mouth of St. Jofeph's bay, where there is a bank near

the middle, between St. Jofeph's point knd the main land,

with only feven or eight feet, and four fathoms juft within ;

but there is a very good channel with three fathoms on the

bar, between that bank and St. Jofeph's point, on the right

hand going in.

In goin-g into St, Jofeph's bay it is reqaifrte to keep within

a cable and a half or two cables length of the peninfnla, in

five or four and a half fathoms, as it ftioals regularly to-

wards the point, from which a fpit of fandruiTs out a little

way i and when in three fathoms to haul round gradually,

ftill keeping near two cables length off fhore. The bar is

narrow, and immediately within it there is from four to

ilx and a half fathoms foft ground. The end of the penin-

fula forms two or three points, from each of which a fmall

fpit runs off for a little diftance, which may be known by
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the dlfcoloured water on them. This is an excellent har-

bour ; in which the beft place for anchoring is juft within

the peninfi.tla, oppoute to ibme ruins that ftill remain of the
village of St. Jofeph. There the Spaniards had a poft, which
they abandoned about the year 170c, but they took poffef-

iion of it again in 17 19. There is very good water to be
got here by digging, and on the north fide of the bay are
two or three fmall frefli-water brooks, oppofite to which
are three or four fathoms clofe to the fhore. In the year

1717, the French eretfted a fort which they called Crev-
cosur, a mile to the northward of a brook in St. Jofeph's
bay, oppofite to the point of the peninfula, but abandoned
it the next year, on the reprelentation of the gover-
nor of Penfacola that it belonged to his catholic ma-
jelty. The bay is nearly of the figure of a herfe-fhoe, being
about 12 miles in length, and feven acrofs where broadeft.

Towards the bottom of it are a few fmall iflands, and the
water is fo Ihoal that a boat can hardly go near the fhore.

1 he foil on the north fide of the bay is very fandy, but
there are fome fpots near the ruins of St. Jofeph's that are

covered with a kind of verdure, and produce plenty of
grapes, fome of which are large, of a purple colour, and
pretty good to the tafte : they were probably planted there

by the Spaniards. There are here.likewife fome fmaH
cabbage-treea, of which there are great numbers on St.

George's iflands beyond cape Blaife, and on all the coaft to

the eaftward. Thefe cabbage-trees do not grow above the

height of 20 feet ; the bud, or unformed leaves, in the hearty

being boiled, has fomewhat the tafte of cabbage, but is more
delicious.

A very good eftablilhment might be made here for a

fifhery, as the fettlers might make fait on the fpot to cure

the bafs, rock, cod, grouper, red mullet, and other kinds

of fifh, which are here in great abundance ; and, when well

cured, are little if at all inferior to thofe brought frop the

northward.

The peninfula betvireen St. Jofeph's and cape Blaife is a

narrow flip of land, in fome places not above a quarter of a

mile broad. The gaps here and there upon it, and the

water in the bay appearing through them from the maft-

head, together with the trenching of the land about I^I N.W.
and S S. E. for near four leagues, make it ealily known,
the trees about cape Blaife are very thick ; ani there is a

remarkable fingle tree, like a bufh, thai ftands without the
G g 2 others
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Others towards the point. In cafe of an eafterly wind, there

is fdfe anchorage oppofite the thickeft trees, in fix or feven

fathoms, about one or two miles off fliore ; and there is a

large pond of frefh water near the beach, about three or

four miles to the eaftward of cape Blaife. There is alfo a re-

markable gap among the trees between the fea and the

bottom of St. Jofeph's bay, where is a narrow ifthmus not

above 5 or 600 yards broad.

Cape Bbife, where it ends in a low point near two miles

from the trees, in latitude 29° 40 N. is not only remark-
able from the aforefiiid circumitances, but likewife on ac-

count of the irregular foundings that are found a great way
out at fea from it. There is a fpit of land that runs about

two miles from the point in a S. S. E. dire(5tion j and there

are feveral banks of three or four fathoms, at the diftancc

of fix or feven miles, Avith deep water from {even to ten

fathoms between them. There are even fome banks of

live and fix fathoms almoft out of fight of land from the

snaft-hcad ; but though they may alarm a firanger, there is

no danger in going near enough to make the land plain.

There is another cape, or point of land, about fix leagues

to the eaftward of cape Blaife, being an elbow of the largeft

of St. George's iflands, nearly oppofite to the river Apala-

chlcola. This point lies in Q.g'^ 38 N. There is a large

flioal running out from it a confiderable way, but how far

has not yet been afcertained. The coaft between it and

cape Blaife forms a kind of hollow bay, with deep found-

ings, and a foft bottom. There are two iflands to the

north-well: of St. George's cape ; that neareft to it is final],

and remarkable for a clump of firaggling trees on the middle

of it ; the other is a pretty large iiland of a triangular form,

and reaches within three leagues of cape Blaife, having a

paflage at each end of it for fmall craft into the bay, between

thtfc illands and the river Apalachicola : but this hay is full

of Ihoals and oyfter banks, and not above two or three feet

water at moft in any of the branches of that river,

.' Having thus given an account of t lie fea-coafl: of Weft-Flo-

xida, I fiiall conclude with a few general oblcrvations on
the fcafons, winds, tides. Sec. As moll of the bars lie a

confiderable way without the entrance of the bays and rivers,,

the water feldom rifcs or falls on them above a foot ; but

in the bays or channels iti'ifes two or three feet. "1 he tides

are irregular, and feem to be governed in a great meafure

by the winds ; but not always by that wind which blows

diredly
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diredilly on the fpot. Though there is generally about 12

hours flood and 12 hours ebb, yet it often happens that

there are two tides of each in the fpace of 24 hours ; and

fometimes the tide will run one way for the fpace of 18

hours together, and only live or fix hours the contrary,

ib that nothing can be faid with certainty on this fubjeft.

By reafon of the trade winds blowing in the Atlantic ocean,

and continuing into the bay of Mexico, it is natural to fup-

pofe that the water, being there hemmed in, will of courfe

force a pafTage out where it finds the leaft refiftance ; which

is through the gulf of Florida. From this general principle

it fhould follow, that on the coaft of "Weft-Florida it ought

to run from weft to eaft, which in fome nieafure would ac-

count for the {hoals being found at the eaft end of all the

iflands on this coaft, and deep water on the weft ends ; but

in a large bay, or mediterranean fea, like that of Mexico,

where there are fo many rivers, bays, &c. the general

courfe of the current muft be greatly difturbed. From this

proceeds that irregularity which is obfervable on the north

fide of the bay of Mexico, where the tide of ebb always fets

to the eaftward near the Ihore, and the flood from the

fouthward, or S. E : what it may do in the offing has not

yet been examined, nor will it be eafily determined.

To the eaftward of cape Blaife, the general obfervations

concerning the deep water at the weft end of the iflands

and peninfulas, and vice verfa, do not feem always to hold

good. Indeed, as far as has been examined of the weft part

of Eaft-Florida, it is a Ihoal a confiderable way from the

land (and therefore ought to be known only to be avoided),

except the bay of Efpiritu Sandlo *, at the entrance of

* The bay of Efpiritu Sanflo is fituated on the weft coaft of the

province of Eaft Florida, in 27° of north latitude. It has a good

harbour; but the land all about that coaft is very low, and cannot

be feen from a fhip's deck when in feven fathoms w ater. Several

low fandy iflands and marflies, covered with mangrove bullies, lie

before the main land. Here is the greateft quantity of fi(h in the

fummer time imaginable ; which may be catched with a feine,

enough to load a ftiip, if the climate would admit of curing them,

even in a few days.

Here is ftone proper for building on this coaft ; alfo great plenty

of deer, and fome wild cattle. But the main l<^nd near the coaft is

jn general fandy and barren, and is intermixed in many places

with vallies capable of improvement for ftock of all forts. The bay
and iflands before the main land abound with fiflii and various forts

of wild fowl,

Gg 3 which
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which, in the latitude 27" 8', there is four fathoms, and
fafe anchorage.

Froin the winds that prevail in general on this coaft

during the months of April, May, and to the middle of June,

the weather is mild. s ha fea and land breezes are prettj

regular, and they generally continue fo all the fuinmer.

In July, Auguft, and moll of September, there are frequent

fqualls, with much rain, thunder, and lightning ; and.

fometimes gales of wind from the fcuth and fouth-weft for

feveral days together. From the middle of Cftober to the

end of March, the northerly winds prevail, which at times

blow very hard during that fealon ; when the wind changes

to the eaftward or fouthward of that point, it is commonly
attended with clofe, hazy, or foggy weather.

It ought to be obferved, in faihng in the gulf of Mexi-
co, to be very careful of logs, or driftwood, in the night-

time J
for when the waters of the MiffiOlppi are high, that

river difgorges an immenfe number of large logs, or trees
;

which, being driven by the winds and currents all over the

gulf, may do conliderable dam;ige to vciTels under full fail.

I fliall here lubjoin fome remarks on the Tortugas, &c.

as heretofore pubhfhed by George Gauld, efq.

As a competent knowledge of the fituation of the Drv
Tortugas is abfolutely neceifary for the navigation to and
from the north fide of the buy of Mexico, and from the

Weft-Indies through the gulf of Florida, a few general

remarks concerning them may not be unacceptable to the

public at this time.

i hey confiit of ten fmall iflands, or keys, extending

E. N. E. and W. S. W. for ten or eleven miles, atthe diftancc

of about 30 leagues from the nearefl: part of the coall of

Florida, 40 from the ifland of Cuba, and 14 leagues from
the wcfternmoft of the Florida keys. They are all very

low, but fome of thcni covered with mangrove bullies, and

may be leen at four leagues diflance The louth-weflernmoft

keys, which, in going from Penfacola, Mobille, or the

MiiiiHippi, is the corner to be turned, and coming from

cape .Aiuonio, the point tp be avoided, lies in 24° 32 north

latitude, and about 83" 50 weft longitude, from the. royal

obfervatory at Greenwich j the variation of the compafs,

by a medium of feveral obfervations, is leven degrees enft.

A reef of coral rocks runs about a quarter of a mile S. W.
from thefe keys, the water on which is difcoloured ; and i n

general, wherever t.hcrc is danger, it mayeallly be leen froi \

ih
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the maft-head in the day-time.. There is a large bank of
brown coral rocks, intermixed with white patches of fand,

about five or fix miles to the wefl:ward of the Tortugas, with
very irregular foundings from fix to twelve fathoms j the

bottom appears very plainly ; and though it may be alarm-
ing to ftrangers, yet there is no danger. You will find

from 13 to 17 fathoms between this bank and the Tortugas.

If you are bound to the caflward, and meet with a flrong

cafterly gale, which is frequent there in the fummer feafon,

you may fafely come to an anchor in five or fix fathoms,

under the lee of the long fandy ifland to the northward of
the S. W. key, about a quarter of a mile off (hore. The
bank of foundings extends only about five or fix leagues

to the fouthward of the Tortugas, but much farther to the

weftward, and all the way to the northward along the Florida

fliore. This is a lucky circumftance for the fafety of navi-

gation in thofe parts, as caution in foundings may prevent

any danger in the night-time ; for the foundings are ex-

tremely regular all along this bank to the northward, almoft

to cape Blaife, in latitude 29" 41' : fo that by the latitude and
depth of water, we generally know how far we are to the

eaftward or weftward. There is a fpace of feveral leagues

together, from 20 to 50 fathoms ; but from 50 or 60 it

deepens faft to 70, 80, and foon after no ground.

From the bar of Penfacola to the Dry Tortugas, the true

courfe is S. 30° N. 134 leagues, and therefore S. E. by S. by
the compafs will carry you clear of them to the weftward ,

but it will be both prudent and neceflary to found frequently

when you get into the latitude of 26° 25', and never

fland in to lefs than 30 fathoms in the night-time, till you

are paft the latitude of 24° 30, when you may haul up
S. E. by E. or E. S. E. which will carry you near to the

Havanna.
There is a broad channel over the bank to the eaftward

of the Tortugas, of 10 to 17 fathoms ; which, in going to

and from the coaft of Wefl:-Florida, Sec, might occafionally

cut off a great deal of the diftance ; but that paflage is by

no means to be attempted, unlefs you can fee the Tortugas

diflinftly, and keep within two or three leagues of the

eafternmoft of them, as there is a coral bank of o^ily 12

feet at the diftance of five leagues ; and farther on towards

Cayo Marques, the wefternmoft of the Florida keys, there

is a very dangerous and extenfive bank of quickfand, on

Bjftnjr parts of which there are no more than four or five

G g 4 feet
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feet of water. It is of a remarkable white colour, and may
be eafily feen and avoided in the day-time.

Having now finifhed my intended narrative, I fhall clofe

I

it with the following obfervations upon the probable con-

fequences that will arile to the United States of America,

from the poireffion of fo extenfive a country, abounding

with fuch a variety of climate, foil, and produftions ; re-

ferring my reader for his further information upon the
^ fubjeft, to the Philofophical Eliays publiilied in London in

1772, concerning the ftate of the br^tilh empire on this

continent.

There is fome amufement at leaft in refledling upon the

"vaft confequences, which fome time or other muft infallibly

attend the fettling of America. If we conlider the pro-

grefs of the einpires which have hitherto exifted in the

world, we {hall find the fliort duration of their moft glo-

rious periods, owing to caufes which will not operate againft

that of North America Thofe empires were formed by

conqueft ; a great many nations different in charafter, lan-

guage, and ideas, were by force jumbled into one hetero-

gerieous power : it is mofl furprifing that fuch difionant

parts Ihould hold together fo long. But when the band
of union was weakened, they returned to their original and
natural feparation : language and national charadter formed
many fovereignties out of the former connefted varieties.

This, however, will be very different with North America

;

the habitable parts of which, including the dominions of

Britain and of Spain, north of latitude 3^, contain above

3,500)000 fquare miles. It Would be unnece ary to re-

mark, that tiiis inckules what at prefcnt docs not belong

to our North America. If we want it, I warrant it will

foon be ours. This extent of territory is much greater

than that of any empire that ever exilied, as will appear

by the following table :

Square Miles.

The pcrfian empire under Darius contained - 1,650.000
The rom.m empire, in its utmoft extent - i,6ic,coo

The chincfe empire - - - 1,7^9,000
The great mogul's _ _ _ 1,116,000
The ruflian empire, including all Tartary, is larger than

any of thcfe. But I might as well throw into the american

fcale the countries about the Hudfon's bay, for the one is

ns likely to be peopled as the other j where&s, all I have

taken in will alluredly be fo. Bcfidcsj North America is

a«^ually
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actually peopl ng very fad, which is far enough from being
the cafe with the ruffian deferts Now the habitable part

of what was once the brififh dominions alone, in North
America, contains above 1,200,coo fquare miles, or almoft

equal to any of the above. But the whole, as I before ob-

ferved, is 3,^00,000, or more than the perlian and roman
empires together. In refpeil, therefore, to extent, and the
means of maintaining numbers of people, it is fuperior to

all. But then comes the advantage which is decifive of its

duration This immenfe continent will be peopled by per-

fons whofe language and national charadt.r muft be the

fame. Foreigners who may refort to us, will be confounded
by the general population, and the whole people, phyficaily

fpeaking, one : fo that thofe feeds of decay, fown in the

very foundation of the ancient empires, will have no exift-

ence here. Further, the peopling o!^ this vaft traft from
a nation renowned in trade, navigation, and naval power,
has occ .iioned all the ideas of the original to be tranfplanted

into the copy. And thefe a J vantages having been fo long
enjoyed, with the amazing and unorraUeled iituation. for

commerce between Europe, Alia, and the great fouthern

continent ; and Am^'rica at the ianie time poifeffiug above
other countries, the means of building, tittrng out, and main-
taining a great navy ; the inhahitauts of thi>^ potent empire,

fo far from being in the lealt danger from the attacks of any
other quarter of the glob.-, will have it in their power to

engroi's the who e commerce of it j and to reign, not only

lords of America, but to polfeis, m the utmoft fecurity, the

dominion of fea throughout the world, which their an-

ceftors enjoved before them. None of the a;icient empires,

therefore, which fell a prey to the artars, nor the prefent

one of . hina, can be compared to this of North America
\

which, as iureiy as the land is now in being, will hereafter

be trod by the firft people the world ever knew.

TABLE of DISTANCES.
Miles.

From the Balize, or the mouths of the Miffiffippi, to

the Detour aux Plaquemines, is - 32
to the beginning of the fettlements _ _ 20
|o the Detour des Anglois - - 35

Carried over - 87

Froni
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Miles,

Brought over - 87
From the Detour des Anglois to new Orleans - 18

to the villages of the Humas and Alibama Indians 60
to the Fourche de Chetimachas, and indian village

of the fame name - - 3
to theconceflion of.monf. Paris - - 9
to the Ibberville - - - - 27
to Baton Rouge - - - - 18

to the fettlement of Point Coupee - 17
to upper end of this fettlement, where there is a

village of Tunica Indians on the eaft fide - 20
to the Chefalaya, the uppermoft mouth of th^

Milliffippi - - - - 30
to the river Rouge - - - 3
to fort Rofalie, at the Natchez - - 56^
to the Petit Goufre - - - 3 1|
to the Grand Goufre - - - 14
to the Yazou cliffs - - - 391
to the river Yazou - - - 7^
to the river Arkanfaw - - 'S^f
to the river St Francis - - 108
to the river and heights of Margot - 70I
to the Chickafaw river . - _ 104I
to Mine au fer - - - - 67I
tothe river Ohio r - •- 15

Total - 964I

No. II.

An account of the foil, growing timber, and other produc-

tions, of the lands in the countries lituatcd in the back
parts of the ftates of New-York and Pennfylvania, in

North America ; and particularly the lands in the coun-
ty of Ontario, known by the name of the Genefee traft,

lately located, and now in the progrefs of being fettled,

X. HE lands generally known by the name of the Genefee
traft, are fituatcd in the back parts of the iiate of New-
York^ and contain upwards of 2,000,000 of acres, nioftly

gooci
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good arable land, forming nearly an oblong fquare of 80
miles in length from fouth to north, and 42 miles wide
from eaft to weft.

Thefe lands were granted to meflrs Gorham and Phelps,

the original purchafers from the ftate of MaiTachufTets, in

the year 1788. And this grant was afterwards confirmed
by the fix nations of Indians, who, on receiving a valuable

confideration, alienated the whole of this property, and
foon after thefe nations removed themfelves and families to

a diftant country.

The fouth-eaft corner of this tradt is in latitude 42°, lon-

gitude 82°; lying weft from the river Delaware; and 77
miles weft from Philadelphia.

The adtual diftance of the eaftern boundary, from the
Hudfon's river or Albany, is about 140 miles. From Phila-

delphia, by the neareft road, the diftance may be about 1 80
miles ; and not more than 200 miles north of the propof-

ed new city of Columbia, the intended feat of government
of the United States.

But the peculiar advantages which diftinguifti thefe lands

over moft of the new fettled countries of America, are thefe

following: i. The uncommon excellence and fartility of
the foil. 2. The ftiperior quality of the timber, and the

advantages of eafy cultivation, in confequence of being ge-

nerally free from underwood. 3. The abundance of grafs

for cattle in the woods, and on the extenfive meadow
grounds upon the lakes and rivers. 4. The vaft quantities

of the fugar maple tree, in every part of the tradl 5, The
great variety of other line timber, fuch as oak, hiccory,

black walnut, chefnut, afli of difi'erent kinds, elm, butter-

nut, baftvvood, poplar, pines, and alfo thorn trees of a pro-

digious fize. 6, The variety of fruit-trees, and alfo fmaller

fruits, fuch as apple and peach orchards, in different places,

which were planted by the Indians, plum and cherry-trees,

-mulberries, grapes of different kinds, rafpberries, huckle-

berries, blackberries, wild goofeberries, and ftrawberries in

vaft quantities :—alfo cranberries, and black haws, &c.

7. The vaft variety of wild animals and game which is to be
found in this counti'y, fuch as deer, moofc deer, and elk of
a very large fize, beavers, otters, martins, minxes, rabbits,

fquirrels, racoons, bears, Avild cats, &c. many of which fur-

nifti excellent furs and peltry. 8. The great variety of

birds for game, fuch as wild turkies, pheafants, partridges,

pigeons, plovers, heath-fowl, and indjan hen; together

with
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with a vaft variety of water-fowl on the rivers and lakes,

fuch as wild geefe, and ducks, of many different kinds not

known in Europe. 9. 1 he uncommon abundance of very

fine fifh, with which the lakes and rivers abound j among
which are to be found excellent falmon of two different

kinds, falmon-lrout of a verj^ large ilze, white and yellow

perch, flieep-heads, pike, fuccos, and eels of a very large

lize, with a variety of other fiih in their different feafons.

30, The excellence of the climate 'in that region where
thefe lands are lituated, which is lefs fevere in winter, and
not fo warm in lummer, as the fame latitudes nearer the

iea.—^The total exemption from all periodical diforders,

particularly the fever and ague, which does not prevail in

the Genefee country, on account of the riling grounds and
iine fituaiions, 11. The vaft advantages derived from the

navigable lakes, rivers, and creeks, which interfect and run
through every p^.rt of this tract of country, affording a

v.-ater communication from the northern parts of the grant,

by the Genefee river one way, cr by the Seneca river

another way, into the great lake Ontario, and from thence,

by Cataraqui, to Quebec, or by the faid Seneca river, the

Oneida lake, and Wood creek, to Scheneftady on the Mo-
havvk river, with only a fliort land carriage, and from
thence to Albany, with a portage of 16 miles; affording

alio a water communication from almoft every townfhip of

the fouthern part of the grant, by means of the different

branches of the Tioga river, which joining the Sufque-
hanna, afforcs an outlet to produce, through an immenfe
extent of countr}'^ on every hand, to Northumberland, and
all the towns upon the great branch of this river, down to

Maryland and Virginia; and (witli a portage of 1 2 miles)

even to Philadelphia with fmall boats : and when the im-

provements are made in the Sufquehanna, and the pro-

jected canal cut betv/een the Schuylkill and that river, there

will be aa uninterrupted good water communication for

boats of 10 or 15 tons from the interior parts of the

Genefee country, all the way to Philadelphia. 12. Eut
•ibove all, the uncommon benefits thefe lands derive from
the vicinity to the thick fettled countries in New-York and
Mew-England governments on the one hand, and Norihum-
berland county in Pcnnfylvania on the other, from all which
qiiarters, from the great advantages that are held out, there

mvA be an overflow of emigrants every year, until thefe

lands are fully fettled ; which expectation is already com-
pletel?
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pletely evinced, from the rapid population that has taken

place on the eaft boundaries of the grant upon the Tioga

river, and between the Seneca and Cayuga lakes, up to lake

Ontario % where, in the courfe of three or four years, above

800 families have fixed 'themfelves in this fertile country,

moft of whom having emigrated from the eaftern ftates of

New-England, New-York, and Pennfylvania, have all the

advantages which are to be derived from a perfect know-
ledge of the country, and from that kind of education and

local refource, which foon renders the lituation of a new
fettler comfortable and happy, enabling them, at the fame

time, to ailift new comers, who may be lefs acquainted with

the nature of the country.

As a proof the eftimation in which the Genefee lands arc

held by the neighbouring inhabitants, it is only necelTary to

flate the following fadls, relative to the population, foil, and

produce, &c. which have been extracted from letters and

public documents, upon which the utmoft reliance can be

placed. The information is in thefe words : " 1 here are

already fettled in this particular tradl, upwards of 1000 f
people, in different townlhips, although two years ago there

was not a fingle perfon on the whole of the Genefee lands.

This winter there is to be a great addition to the number.

The return made by the deputy-marflial of New-York,
fliews not only the precife number of inhabitants that have

made fettlements in thefe lands, but alfo the different town-

fhips upon v^^hich thefe fettkrs have eftablilhed their farms,

and fixed their refidence.—Of this return the foUovidng is

an exaft copy

:

* Thefe lands are part of the traft of country which was grant-

ed to the officers and foldiers of the continental army, for military

fervices. The foil is in general the fame as the Genefee pre-emp-

tion : but they do not poffefs equal advantages, in being exempted

from the land-tax for 15 years. Thefe lands are not, only fubjeiil

to the ufual taxes of the ftate, as foon as located, but fettlements

muft be made, and houfes built, within a limited time, othervvife

they revert back to the flate.

t In 1793 the inhabitants were fix times that number.—Edit.-

A re-
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A return of the fettlers on the pre-emption lands in the

county of Ontario, December 1790-
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" Befides thefe fettlers who a£lually occupy the Genefee

traft, there is an eftablifliment of quakers, called the Friends

fettlemeiit, fituated on the eaftern ridge of the grant, and
at the outlet of the Crooked lake, confifting of 260 per-

Ibns, who are very induftrious, and have already made con-

fiderable improvements, having completed an excellent grift

and faw mill fome time iince.—It is expe£led there will be

double that number before a twelvemonth.—^To the north-

ward of this fettlement, 12 or 15 miles diftant, at the

north-weft corner of the Seneca lake, and about three miles

irom the boundary of the grant, is the town of Geneva,
in the neighbourhood of which there are many fettlers, and
fo on northwardly to lake Ontario, and in different direc-

tions for about 30 miles. About 20 miles Ibuth from the

Friends fettlement, near the head of the Seneca lake, is

the village of Culvers, and four miles further on is Cathrines

town. In the neighbourhood of thefe villages there is a dil-

tTi£t of country bounded by the Pennfylvania line on the

fouth, and the heads of the Seneca and Cayuga lakes on the

north, and running eaft from the Genefee fouthern bound-

ary, to Owega creek, in which there are near 600 families

fettled. Between the Seneca and Cayuga lakes, and par-

ticularly to the eaftward of the latter, the country is fettling

very faft, and ib on along the eaft branch of the Sufque-

hanna, to its fource at lake Ocfega— It would be difficult

to afcertain the prefent population of the lands adjoining

the Genefee g'"ant, but it may be fafely concluded, from
the progreffiou of fettlements for two or three years paft,

that in the courfe of a very few years, the whole country

to the eaftward of the pre-emption line will be well and
thickly inhabited *. 1 he New-England fettlers, who have

already

* An idea of the rapid population may be formed, from a detail

of the towns and viliajes which have been built within the lait

three years, and which are now in a ftate of progreflive increafe,

namely,
Inlia-

bitants.

1. The town of Cannandarqua, at the north end of the

lake of that name, lying within the Genefee grant, and
intended to be the head toWn of the county of Ontario 9^

2. 'Vhc Friends fettlempnt, at the outlet of the Crooked
lake - * ... 260

Carried over 359

3. The
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already fixed themfelves on the Gehefee tra£V, have mads
fuch favourable reports of the climate and foil, that there

are vafi: numbers of their countrymen preparing to remove

thither. Some of thefe, who at firfl bought townfhips of

the original grantees, are felling farms to new fettlers from

two to three dollars an acre, according to quality, lituation,

and other local advantages.

" It is in contemplation at prefent to make a water com-
munication between the Sufquehanna and the SkuylkiU*,

which, if effected, will lay open the market of Philadel-

phia for the reception of the produce of all the Gcnefes

country. And as the foil and climate are fuppofed to be

the beft in the world for raifing large .and productive crops

of hemp, flax, Indian corn, wheat, rye, barley, oats, buck-

wheat, peas, beans, and every other fpecies of grain pro-

duced in North America, much benefit will be derived to

the fettlers, by every improvement which can be made ia

facilitating carriage by inland navigations.

" At prefent wheat can he fent from the Genefoe fettle-

ments to Philadelphia, at one fhilling fterling per bufbel

;

but- if the water communication be opened between the two

rivers, the coft will not exceed four pence.

«' Dry goods can now be fent to thefe new fettlements at

about eight fliillings fterling per hundred weight, which

will probably be reduced to three {hillings, v/hcn the navi-

gation is completed.

Inha-

bitants.

Brought over 359

3. The town of Geneva, at the north- weft corner of the

Seneca hke (fuppofed to be) - - - 100

4. The village of Culvers, near the head of the Seneca

lake (fuppolid to be) - - - 70

5. The villnge of Cathrines town, fituated on the head

of the Seneca lake, four miles fron:! Culvers - 30

6. New town, a beautiful village on the eaftern forks of

the Tioga rver (fup]X)fed^ - - 100

7. Chceming town, three miles below New town - 50

709
The fttlements on the lands furrcunding thefe towns, in

,a ftjuare of about So miles - - - 593^

Total 6640

* 1793- This communication is aclunlly begun, and promifcs

the ereateft advitntawe to the Genefee lands.

—

Edit.
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" No country in the world is better adapted for raifing

cattle than the Genefee grant. One of the firft fettlers in

that country afTerts, that he can every feafon cut wild grafs

on his own farm, in the Genefee flats, fufficient to main-
tain 2000 head of cattle through the winter ; and that

fuch hay, with rufhes and vegetables which are found above
the fnow, generally keep the cattle fat without any ex-

pence. Hogs can alfo be reared in the woods at little or

no expence to the farmer.
** As the diftance from Philadelphia (between which and

the Genefee lands a road was to be completed in 1791) is

fomewhat lefs by land than 200 miles, there can be no dif-

ficulty in driving fat cattle and hogs to that market for fale :

as they can tranfport themfelves at a very fmall expence,

and as the demand for provifion increafes every year, and
a liberal price is given for beef and pork, there can be no
doubt but the rearing of cattle and hogs, as well as horfes,

for fale, in the low countries, will foon become a great ob-

jedt of profit to the fettlers, as the extenfive ranges of mea-
dow ground on the flats, and the blue grafs, white clover,

and pea vine in the woods, muft enable the farmer to feed

almoft any number he can raife, or find capital to pur-

chafe *. In many parts of the tra£l there is little or no
underwood, and excellent pafture in the forefts between the

trees, in confequence of their being in general of an enor-

mous lize, and of the confiderable dirtance between them ;

thereby affording even a wide range for cattle in the upland

country, as well as in the flats and meadows, which have

already been reprefented to be luxuriant beyond defcrip-

tion, in a fpecies of coarfe grafs, very fit for hay. It is

faid that there are many wild horfes upon the tra£t, which
is an additional proof of there being winter food in the flat

lands and in the forefts."

The farming lands exhibit a variety of different foils

adapted to every fpecies of cultivation. The bottoms be-

tween the rifing grounds being univerfally rich, and the foil

deep in every part of the tra^, may be turned fuccefsfully

to the raifing of hemp and flax of the very firfl: quality,

alfo Indian corn. On the riflng grounds, wheat, rye, oats,

barley, buck-wheat, potatoes (which are faid to be the belt

* 1793. Sheep arc alfo found to profper on thefe lands, and the

gentlemen who refide there have a vaft number, bcfides hogs, cows,

and poultry, &c.

—

Edit.

H h ia
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in the world), turnips, and all kinds of vegetables, may hd~

cultivated in the greateft perfedtion ; and conliderable ad-

vantages may be derived from making afhes from the tim^

ber confumed in clearing the grounds.

Indeed the vroods of America furnifh much refource,

independent of agriculture, not only in the article of pot

%nd pearl afhes, and in the fugar. extracted from the fap of

the maple ; but alfo in furs and fkins, from the woods fur-

rounding the farm : and fuch afticles alway^ produce ready

money to the new fettler, to affift him in his agricultural

purfuits. On the Gencfee lands, iron ore has alfo been
difcovered, which, at a future period, may be productive

of great advantage to the proprietors. Already very good
ore has been found on one of the townfhips, and informa-

tion has been adlually received, that iron founderies arc

foon to be erefled on another townfliip, fituated upon the

property of a Mr. Facit.

" Every part of the tradl abounds with fprings of excel-

lent water.

" It has alfo been aflertcd, that there afe fait fprings on
the grant, and that fome of them are now worked by the

new fettlers, fo as to fupply the whole with good fait, at %
moderate price.

" There is likewife a natural fulphur fpring in the

traa.
*' The prefent fettlers have already got a fine ftock of

cattle and hogs, and find that they thrive and increafe very

faft ; but as yet, there are few fheep, although, it is fup^

pofed, they would fuccced well on the hills, after the coun-

try is more fully peopled. Several genteel families are pre-

paring to fettle on the trail this feafon, which will greatly

facilitate the population of thefe lands.

** The crops of wheat, Indian corn, and other fmalt

grains, were very abundant laft year -, fo that the prefent

fettlers are in a fituation to aflift and to fupply the wants of

new comers.

"The market for grain and provifion raifed in the Genefcc
country, will be on the fpot for fome time to come, and the

conftant influx cyf fettlers, who may be exoefted, until the

whole of thefe lands are occupied, will, at leaft for a time,

confunie all the furplus produce j afterwards the city of

Philadelphm will probably be the bed market •, and while

thfi country is in the progrefs of being fettled, the hemp
and flax raifed by the Cenefee farmers, aud alfo the alhes

afid
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Und fugar made upon thefe lands, and the fkins and furs

procured by hunting, muft ultimately go to Philadelphia

ayid New-York 5 but this will be the buflnefs of the mer-
chant, who will receive all thefe articles from the farmer in

return for dry goods, implements of hufbandry, fait and
rum, and fuch other articles as the fettlers may want."

It is the conftant practice in America, for fmall traders to

^eftablifh what is called flying flores, for the fale of goods
wherever new fettlements are made. And already there are

aftually fuch merchants eftablifhed in the Genefee country.

Jit the county town of Canandraqua, at the north end of the

lake of that name, where all kind of produce is bought and
fold by the merchants already fettled there.

Wheat is, at prefent, 179 1, one dollar per bufhel (4s. 6d,

fterling) ; indian corn, 2s. 6d. ditto ; fait, from the Onon*
dago works, 60 miles eafl of the grant, is half a dollar %

bufhel j in time it will be cheaper.

At a future period, Avhen population fhall have rendered

Qrious markets neceiTary, the heavy articles raifed on the

northern part of the grant, will probably be tranfported to

Quebec, by the way of lake Ontario, Catoroqui, and Mont-
real ; and fuch articles as will bear land-carriage, by the way
of the Mohawk river and New-York. As the crops are

extremely uncertain in Canada, it is by no means improbable

that this country muft often be reforted to in order to fupply

the Canadians with bread.

It has been already mentioned, that the climate of this

country is reckoned more mild in winter, and lefs fultry in

the fummer, than the fame latitudes nearer the atlantic ocean

;

and as agriculture advances, and the country becomes more
cpen, the climate will improve. At prefent it is extremely

healthy, and none of thofe periodicil diforders are known
among the fettlers which prevail in thofe parts of America

>vhich are nearer the fea, fuch as intermitting fevers, agues,

and bilious complaints.

The fevere weather generally fets in about the beginning

•f December, with fharp cold, black frofts, and falls of

fnow. About chriftmas the grounds are covered with fnow,

t^hich continues about two months, or till the firft week in

March, during which interval there is a clear ferene fky,

with fine weather. It is then that the farmer tranfports his

corn and other produce to a market, or to the g'-anaries and

fiores at the landing-places, to be in readinefs when the

weath«r opens for water communication. This tranfporta-

H h a ticm
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tion is managed with great eafe by means of flays over the

filGW, where one horfe will perform more than four times

the number in thofe latitudes in North America, where
fnows do not lie in the winter.

This period, when the fnows are upon the ground, is

alfo the feafon of feftivity with the american farmers, as it

affords an eafy and expeditious, as well as a cheap mode of

travelling, and of paying vifits to one another, and in

holding a friendly intercourfe with their relations at a di-

ftance, in which they appear to have more real enjoyment
than the fame clafs of people in any other country in the

world

Thefe fnows are therefore reckoned extremely beneficial ;

for while they meliorate the ground, and affift the farmer
in removing his heavy timber and produce, at an eafy ex--

pence, they contribute much to his comfort and happinefs,

in the intercourfe vi^ith his friends and neighbours, in the
facility of travelling from one place to another, and in the

fine, ferene, and clear atmofphere which is experienced dur-

ing the whole of the winter.

The fnows are generally off the ground about the middle

of March, when the fpring weather commences, by mild

fhov/ers of rain, which continue occafionally during the

whole of the months of April and May, gradually becoming
tvarmer and warmer ; which occafions a quick vegetation.

During this feafon the country is delightfully beautiful, with

the whole fruit-trees in bloom, as well as every fhrub or

vine which, bears any wild fruit in the woods.

In June the weather begins to grow warm. In July and

Augull: it is occafionally fultry, with frequent thunder-

fhowers, which are fucceeded immediately by fine ferene wea-

ther, without the intervention of any fettled rains. During
this feafon the flies are very troublefome ; but this will be

lefs and Ids the cafe as the country is cleared.

The m.onths of September, 0<n:ober, and November, are

delightfully pleafant. The mornings and evenings are

fometimes foggy ; but the middle part of tlie day is clear

and lerenc, without any rains to diflrefs the farmer in laving

his different crops, or to prevent him from reaping the full

extent of the fruits of his induftry.

The great variety of fruits and game alfo, at this feafon

of the year, adds not a little to the pleafure and comfort of

the fettlers. I^ut flill thcle comforts arc not to be acquired

without induftry and labour.
The
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The Genefec country making apart of the new coutity of

Ontario, in the ftate of New -York, is confequently under

the government of the congrefs of the United States, which

government is perfeftly free. Every inhabitant Is eligible

to be chofen a member of the legiflative body, or to be ap-

pointed a public magiftrate. Religious opinions exclude no
man from any public fituation in the government, and every

feftary or fociety are at perfect liberty to exercife their own
liiode of vi^orfhip, under the protection of the fame laws

which give the moft perfeft fecurity to their property.

The native Indians have wholly retired from the Genefee

country*. In this particular quarter of America, thefe

tribes are now perfectly tranquillized, and difpofed to culti-

vate the arts of peace and civilization. After ceding any

traft of country, for a valuable conlideration paid, and after

a treaty figned for that purpofe, as in the prefertt cafe, no

inftance occurs of thefe Indians ever fettling upon the fame

lands. 1 hey are remarkable for keeping faith in this re-

fpecl. Indeed they always retire from the fettled countries,

on account of the fcarcity of game, upon which they princi-

pally depend for fubfiftence.

But above all, the extended fociety of white inhabitants,

amounting to upwards of 6000 perfons f, already eftabliflied

in this new country, half of whom may be prefurned able

to bear arms, gives the raoft perfedl fecurity to the fettlers,

and the more efpecially as their numbers will daily increafe.

- With this increafe will alfo be introduced, in a greater

degree every year, public fchools and other feminaries of

learning for the education of youth of both fexes, as well as

places of public worfhip. Some churches and chapels are

already built in this new country ; and the lateft advices

ftate., that the rev. Mr. Rofs was to eftablifli an academy,

for the education of youth, in the county town of Cannan-
darqua, in the Genefee tradl, in the courfe of the fpfing or

fummer 1791.
To thefe improvements in civil fociety are added, courts

of juftice, and public magiftrates j and judges for the new
country of Ontario j where court-houfes, and other public

buildings, are either eredled or in progrefs, fo as to extend

* The Genefee lands are nearly 800 miles from the Kentucky

lands, and are by that means diftantiy feated from the prefent war

with the Indians(i793).

—

Edit.
+ This number is almoft doubled, and laft year upwards

^
of

500 Germans went from Hamburgh, &c. for the purpofe of im-

proving the lands, and were to be embodied as railitia,

—

Edit.

H h Q to



47® ACCOUNT OF THE GENESIE TRACT.

to the inhabitants the fame civil and political privileges, in

well-executed lav?s, and in fending reprefentatives to con-

grefs and to the affembly, which are enjoyed by other citir

zens of America.

IN addition to what has been already faid concerning th«

maple fugar, it may here be remarked that no cultivation is

neceffary ; that no contingency, fuch as hurricanes or bad
feafons, can diflurb the procefs ; that neither the heavy ex-

pence of mils, engines, machinery, or a fyftem of planting,

which occuries negroes for the whole of the feafon, is necef-

fary at all to make the maple fugar :—the procefs occupies

fix v/eeks, hem the middle of February to the end of
March ; and the whole of the buildings, and other articles

neceflary for parrying it on, are to be obtained at fo trilling

an expencfe, as to be within the reach of any perfon of com-
mon induflry, whofe conduct in life can entitle him to the

moft moderate^redit.

Upon the fcale of four men> and for the purpofe of mak-
ing 40 cwt. of fugar, all the implements that are neceflary,

are thefe following

:

ExpencciL

1. Sixteen kettles of 15 gallons each, to boll the

fap, with pot racks for each kettle £ ^^ ^ ®
2. Two iron ladles, with bowls of a gallon, to

fhift the fap from one kettle to another I 5 Q
3. Four fcrew augers, i to | inch, for boring

the trees - - - o 6 Q
4. Ten buckets with covers, of three gallons

each, for collecting the fap, and yokes for

carrying two betv>'een the fhoulders - 2 lO fli

5. Sixteen hundred wooden troughs, of three

gallons each, to receive the fap from the

trees, threepence each - - 20 O Q
N. B. One man, acquainted with the bufi-

^ nefs, may cut 'down wood and make 20 troughs

m a day (or eight days work of ten men).

6. Six wooden troughs, dug out from large

timber, like a canoe, for holding the fap 4 10 o

Carried over yf 44 ^ i o
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Brought over
^^ 44 1 1 -d

In a new country, where cifterns cannot be
iiaJ, fuch large troughs, made of well-feafoned

timber (of which there is vaft abundance, of an
uncommon lize, wherever the maple tree

grows), anfwer the purpofe very well.

Upon the top of this ciftern there fhould be
a linen ftrainer fixed, through which the fap

brought in the buckets fhould pafs,

7. A fhed and walls for the fire-places, to be
ere£led, of ftone or clay (of both which there

are plenty in the country), of fuiiicient length

for the 16 boilers ; which fhed fhould be co-

vered fo as to keep out the weather lO lo e
8. Sugar moulds may be made of feafoned

boards, until earthen ones can be procured 1 lo o
p. Pickers (fo called by the fugar-bakers;, to run

up the moulds, may be alfo made of hard
wood found in the country - O 9 O

JO, Spouts for the trees, 3,200 in all 6 10 o
1 1. Wooden gutters and narrow troughs for fa-

cilitating labour - - i 10 o

Total ^ofl £65 o o

Thefe are the whole implements that are required for a

fugar-work in Anierica, all which, it is to be obferved, ex-

cepting the 16 kettles, the two iron ladles, and the four

augers, are prepared by the workmen theipfelves from the

refources they find in the country. If, however^ a large

yforh were to be eftablifhed, the expence would probably be

lefs, in proportion, than upon the fcale of four men en-

gaged in this purl'uir.

Season for tapping.—By trials in February each year,

it will be difcovered when the maple tree ought to be bored,

for the purpofe of extradling the fyrup or fap ; as in tha^

month, fometimes earlier and fometimes later, it begins to

yield a fufBcient quantity for commencing bufinefs.

Tapping or boring.—Four hundred trees, each tree

bored with two holes on the fouth fide, and alfo with twQ
holes on the north fide of the tree in the early part of the

feafon, with fcrew augers from half to one inch, according

to the fize of the tree. And towards the middle of the

JTeafon a like number of trees to be bored in the fame

M^A manner,
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manner. This upon the fcale of four hands : eight hundred

trees in all, to be tapped.

The fap of the fecond tapping will be found richer and

more productive than the firft.

At firft, the auger {hould go no deeper into the tree

than I of an Inch, and to be deepened afterwards to the

extent of two inches and a half, as the manner of the fap's

running may render neceffary —The hole to be made in a

flanting or defcending pofition, that the fap may run freely

in frofty weather.— In thefe holes there fhould be fixed

fpouts to project from the tree 12 inches, but not to enter

the orifice more than half an inch, tlder wood fpouts to

be prepared in the feafon.

Preserving the sap or syrup—In the early part of the

feafon, the fap will keep during froft, but as the fpring

advances, it will be neceffary to boil it the day after it is

Srawn from the tree, to prevent fouring and fermentation.

Boiling the sap.—A fmart fire Ihould be kept up
while the fap is boiling, and a table fpoonful of flacked

lime put into each '15 gallon kettle, while the fap is warm-

fcg,' and before it boils, to raife the fcum, and give the

fugar a grain.
'^ "V^hfn the fcum rifes, it fhould be flcimmed off. When
the liquor is reduced one half, difcharge it into the one

iialf of the kettles, continuing the procefs till the whole is

placed in one kettle, filling up the empty ones as fooix as

poffible with frefh Tap.

"When the liquor in the laft or aggregate kettle becomes

a fyrup, it fhould be ftrained through a woollen cloth, be-

fore it becomes too thick.

When thus cleaned, it fhould fi:and in buckets or other

proper veffe Is 12 hours, that the whole fediment may fall

to the bottom, and the clarified fyrup to be poured off into

a. kettle or boiler. The fediment to be boiled up again

with frelh fap.

In graining, cleaning, and whiteing the fugar, the me-

thod of the lugar-bakers to be ufed.

In graining the fugar, pour the fyrup into a boiler, after

txaving ftood 12 hours, and place it over a fmart fir? of

charcoal, fo as to prevent any fl,ame, ufing butter or hog's

lard to keep down the fap when it rifes to the top. This

ihould be cai:efully* attended to. when the^ugar is graining.

The mature ftate of the boiling is known by taking a

little
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little of the fyrup frpm the boiling-ftick, and trying if it

ropes or draws into a thread, between the finger and thumb
j

then it fhould be put into a tub or cooler, and ftirred incei^

fantly until the grain can be felt, when it is in a iit ftat^

to be poured into the moulds.

Molasses and vinegar.—-When the trees of the fecond

tapping become poor, which may be about the 31ft of

March, or perhaps not till the joth of April, the number
of frefh-tapped trees will yield a fap^ of which may be xnade

good molaifes, and excellent vinegar.

Rum has aifo been made of an exceeding good quality

from the rich fap.

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.

In maple plantations, it may be ufeful to cut down all'

other timber which grow intermixed with the fugar- trees,

and alfo thofe of that fpecies wh ch are not tiiriving.

It is not yet afcertained from experience, how long a

tree may be tapped with fuccefs. —But there are inftances

among old fettlers on the North river of trees being

tapped tor 50 years, and ftill continue to yield their fap ia

feafon, the fariie as new trees ; and it is even afTerted by^

perfons of fome experience^ that thefc trees become more
valuable, yielding a fap of a richer quality the more they?

are tapped.

How far a careful cultivation in plantations may ftill in-

creafe the quantity, and enrich the juices drawn from thi*

valuable tree, remains to be afcertained by experiment.

-The prefumption, however, is in favour of ftill greater

advantages from cultivation and art.

THOUGHTS ON EMIGRATION.

IF any country in Europe has, more people than can be

comfortably fubfifted in it, fome of thofe who are incom-
^poded may be induced to emigrate. As long as the new
fituation fhall be found to be preferable to the old, emigra-

tion may poffibly continue ; but when many of thofe, who
in the old countries in Europe interfered with others in the

fame rank in the competition (for farms, fliops, bufinefs,

^d othei: means of fubfiftence), are gradually withdrawn to

pother country, the inconvenience of that competition

ceafes. The uumbers remaining no longer half ftarve each

other.
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other.—They find they can now fnbfift comfortably ; and
thongh perhaps not quite fo well as thofe who left them,
yet the inbred attachment to a native country is fufBcient to

overbaianee a moderate difference ; and thus the emigra-

tion ceafes natui-ally of itfelf, without the neceility of any
legiflative reilri^ltbns, which are neither necelFary nor

politic.

The waters of the ocean Tr\^J move in currents from one
quarter of the globe to another, as they happen in fome
places to be accumulated, and in others diminilhed ; but no
law beyond the law of gravity, is neceilary to prevent their

abandoning any coaft entirely. Thus the different degrees

of happinefs of different countries and fituations find, or

rather make, their level by the flowing of people from, one

to another j and where that level is once found, the re-»

movals ceafc. Add to this, that even a real deficiency of
people in any country, occaiioned by a wailing war or pefti-

lence, is fpeedily fupplied by earlier, and of courfe more prot

liiic marriages, encouraged by the greater facility of obtain-

ing the means of fubfifbence j fo that a country half depo-

pulated would foon be repeopled, till the means of fubfifl^r

cnce were equalled by the population. AU increafe beyond

that point mufl: perifh, or flow off into inpre favourablo

fituations. Such overflowings there have been of m:^ikin4

in all ages, or we fliould not,now have had thirteen ftates

in America, containing near four millions of people ; but

to apprehend abfolute depopulation from that caufe, is to

fuppoib that, by the ebbing and flowing of a great river, in

time its waters would be exhaurted.

That great national advantages may be acquired to the

old countries in Europe, from whence people emigrate, ha^

been (hewn in one point of view : but if fuch overflowing

of people Ihould go to another country where land is eafily

acquired, and population encouraged by early marriages,

there is another point of view in which the parent ftate may
be benefited by the removal of the people it can fpare.

This benefit will arife from predileftions for the manufac-

tures of their native country : hence an extended confump-

tion of the labour of the people who are engaged in manu-

fatliures in the old countries, from whence thefe people

emigrated 5 and in fo far as thefe people multiply in a

greater degree than they could have done in Europe, and in

fo far alfo as they, by means of cheap land and agricultural

purfuits, can confuwe more of the manufa<^ures than they
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lf.cn\d have done in their own country, from being richer

antl better able to buy them ; in the fame proportion are

thefe people rendered more ufeful to the ftate, than if no
emigrarion had tak,en pbce, feeing that their labour is ren-

dered produ(^ive abroad, which was not the cafe in their

own country.

The new fettlers in America finding plenty of fubfiftence,

and land eafily acquired whereon to ieat their children, fel-

dom poftpone m.arriage through fear of poverty. This na-
tural increafe is therefore in propertion far beyond what it

would have been had they remained in Europe.

New farms are daily everywhere forming in thofe im-p

menfe forefts, new towns and villages riling : hence a grow-
ing demand for the manufactures of their mother-country,

to the greater employment of the manufacturer, and enrich-

ment of the merchant. By this natural augmentation of
the demand for manufactures, the Itrength of an empire is

increafed, and its members are multiplied.

'VVas this country already attached to Great Britain hy
the tie of confmguinity, a iimilarity of language, religion,

and narural affeCtion fecured by thefe means, and the mu-
tual advantages which would arife from a treaty of com-
mercial alliance •, it would atFord an additional ftrendth to
the britilh empire, far fuperior, and more to be depended
on, than any adi'antage that ever could have been acquired

by the moil: fuccefsful conqueft.

Thefe national advantages would certainly more than
equiponderate with any ideal inconveniences that raioht be
fuffercd by the emigration of fapcrfluous cottagers, who
would remain in poverty and mifery in Europe, ufelefs to
themfelyes, and a burden to their country. By removing
to enjoy plenty and happinefs, in cultivating the vaft unoc-
cupied traCts of fertile land in North America, they would
not only eafe their own country of its fupernumerary inha-
bitants, but, as they advance in opulence, confume its manu-
factures.

The overflowings of Germany and France are now emi-
grating to America ; and it might, in the courfe of a few
years, be matter of ferious regret if Britons and Irelanders,

Urho have a much better right, did not endeavour to cement,
by this intimate connexion and a natural alliance, countries

Vliich are by nature defigned for the mutual aggrandizement
|ind fupport of each other.

j^Qweyer great the advantages arc wjjid* refujt to the

fettlers
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fettlers of new4ands in chofen good fitttJUtions in America,
it is by no means inlinuated or fuggefted that the comforts

or benefits to be derived from fuch fettlements are to be ob^

tained without labour and induftry. It is fufficient to fay,

that in na'Country in Europe does labour and induftry pro-

duce to the farmer. fo ample and fo certain a return, where
good judgment and perfeverance are exercifed. And per-

haps the be ft way to elucidate the nature of the employment
of the firft fettlers in fuch a country as has been already

defcribed, is, by a detail of the routine of his occupation as

a firmer and planter in the american woods for the three

fir ft years, which will be nearly ?£ »oilows :

FIRST YEARo - - .: -

,
The farmer or planter is iuppofed to be a man of fmall

property, young, aftive, and originally bred in this line

;

fuch a perfon fetting himfelf down in the Genefee country,

jnay enter upon the bufinefs of life, with an aflurance of

being foon in eafy circumftances and independent, if he
either poflelTes money or credit to ftock his little farm,

^s follows :

1. With one breeding mare, one milch cow
with calf, two oxen or fteers, two fows with

pig, a few turkies, geefe, ducks, and dung-

hill fowls ; in all flerling -
j^ 30 O O

2. Farming implements : Two axes ; two grub-

bing hoes, and two common hoes ; a piew
and harrow, with their appendages ; a grind-

ftone, ditto ; a crofs-cut faw, ditto ; other

farming implements ; with two guns, pow-
der and ihot ; and fithing tackle- • 15 o o

3. Houfehold furniture - 15 o O
4.. Corn, flour, and other provifions for fix

months - - - - 1000
Total In fterling, about ^^ 70 o d

With this ftock of cattle, implements of hufbandry, and

other conveniences, the fettler choofes his fpot of ground,)

and commences his operations in the month of March, hav-;

ing previoufly cut down and prepared a fmall quantity of

timber.

In March, he builds himfelf a log houfe*er cabin, which,

with the afiiibince of his friends and neighbours, is geiie*

pally completed in one day. He grubs three acres of his
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beft ground for Indian corn.^ &c. and occauonallf employs
himfelf in fhooting game and i fi fhing, for fubfiflcnce

through the year.

April—he plows the land which he has grubbed, and cuts

rail timber for fencing it.

May—he plants his Indian corn (one peck to three acres),

and between the rows, pumpkins, cucumbers, and fquafhes
are planted. He alfo plants half an acre of potatoes ; and
he likewife makes a fmall garden for peas, beans, collards,

and other vegetables.

June^—he weeds and hills his indian corn and potatoes ;

and he proceeds to clear land for fowing wheat in the fall.

July—he continues to weed and hill his indian corn, and:
to clear more land for wheat ; he alfo clears half an acre

for turnips.

Auguft—he fows his turnips, tops his indian corn, and
blades it for the cattle—Continues to clear and prepare his

wheat land.

September—he continues clearing his wheat land, and be-

gins to plough it up.

0£lober—he fows his wheat (one bufhel to an acre), har-

rows it in ; alfo fows wheat between the rows of his indian

corn. Kills game for the family.

November—he fences his wheat land, which fhould ex-

tend to ten acres, if he is induftrious.

December—he takes in his indian corn, potatoes, and tur-

nips, and builds a crib for holding his corn, and a pit in the

ground for fecuring the potatoes and turnips againft the

froft. Builds a (hed for ftielter for the cattle^ alfo a fraall

houfe for the hogs.

January—he cuts and fplits timber for fence rails ; and he
alfo cuts logs for enlarging his houfe, which he hauls upon
the fnow.

February—he continues cutting timber for fence rails,

and deading trees on fuch land as he intends to prepare for

cultivation during the enfuing feafon.

Having thus detailed the progrefllve employment of the

american farmer for the firft twelve months after he fettles

in a new country, it may be proper to ftate the probable

produce of his farm, v hieh may be eftimated as follows :

I. Ninety bufhels of indian corn; 2. One hundred
bufliels of potatoes ; 3. Two hundred bufhels of turnips

;

4. One hundred and fifty bufhels of allies ; 5. One colt;

6. One calf; 7. Eight or ten. pigs ; 8. Three or four dozen
of
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t)f turkies, geefc, and fowls j 9. Vegetables for familrufcj'

fuch as fquafhes, pumpkins, melons, cucumbers, garden'

fluffs J 10. Game and fifii equal to half tlie fabfiftence of

his family, fuch as deersy elk, wrld turkies, wild geefe,

ducks, pigeons) pheafants, &c. &c. alfo fiilmon, falmon-

trout, cat-fiih, chub, &c. 1 1 . Furs and peltry from deer/

clk^ moofe-deer, minx, otter, &c.

SECOND YEAR.'

March—the farmer mufl: now, in confequence of the ad-

ditional quantity of land, be aflifted with one labourer. He
clears more land for corn, to the extent of fix acres, ani
prepares railing for fencing it.

April'—he plows the land, and completes the fencing.

May—he plants his corn land, with pumpkins, fquafhes,*

ind cucumbers between the fows. He ckars more ground
for potatoes; He now extends" his garden ground, by eon-

verting a part of his laft year's potatoe land into that nfe*

He plants all kinds of vegetables, peas, beans, &c. He
fows hemp and flax on the remainder of his potatoe ground
and turnip ground cleared the former year.

June—he plants his potatoes on new ground, grubbed

for the purpole, to the extent of an acre. He clears more
land for wheat.

July—he reaps his wheat (about 13 acres), with a cradle

fcythe ; after he has reaped one acre, he carries the grain

off; plows the ground immediately, and fows buck-wheat'

on that one acre (half a bufliel is fufficient for an acre)..

He then proceeds to cut the reft of his grain, and brings it

to his barn-yard, and ftacks it up.

Auguft—pulls his flax early this month, and preferves

the feed. Prepares half an acre of new ground for turnips,

and fows them. Tops his indian corn, and blades it for

the cattle. Continues to clear more ground for wheat, arrd

to prepare fence railing. Pulls his hemp towards the end

of the month.
Sept'Cmber—begins to plow his wheat ground, which is

generally a boy's work. Spreads out his flax, after being

watered. Spreads out his hemp alfo in the weather, to re-

main till winter.

Oftober—fows his wheat on his new ground ; alfo fows

wheat between the rows of his indian corn. Cuts his buck-*

wheat ; threlhes it in the field ; takes home the grain, and

ftores k in jthe loft of his houle,

November—*,
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ISTovember—fences his wheat land about lo acres more.

Alfo fows fye on ten of the acres \rhich formerly hott

wheat J the other three h^ referves to fow- with oats in Aprils

December—takes in and fecures his indian corn, turnips,

and potatoes, early in the morith : and cuts down rail timber.

January—begins to cut logs to carry over the fnow to the

neareft faw-miil, for boards to affift in building a better*

houfe, and alfo for planks for doors, and for building a
pfoper barn and threlhing-floor. Beats out his hemp and
flax with a brake.

February—continues to dead more trees, and to clear

iriore land for indian corn. Begins, for the firft time this

month, to draw the fap from the fugar-tree, and to make
as much fugar, molalTes, and vinegar, as will ferve for th«

family ufe.

Second year's crop ought to be nearly as follows

:

Indian corn i8o bufhels Hemp, about 1501b,

Wheat 260 ditto Flax, ditto 100 lb-

Buck wheat ^o ditto A(he3, ditto 200 bufhels

Turnips 200 ditto Skins and furs for fale.

Potatoes 200 ditto

N. B. The wheat is carried to the neareft grift-mill, and

there ground into flour for family ufe, and for fale.

Live fiiock increafed, one mare, two colts, one cow, twa

ealves, two fteers, zo hogs and ihoats, poultry in abundance.

The OPERATIONS of the AMESICAM FARMER for the

THIRD YEAR.

He is then affifted with two fi:out hands, on account o(

the additional quantity of lands which are by this time

cleared for cultivation ; and his crops will now afford him
the means of paying wages. He purchafes an additional

horfe and yoke of oxen.

March—he continues, with the alnftance of his wife

and domeftics, to draw off the fap of the fugar-tree, and to

boil it up for fugar, molaires, and vinegar. This month, for*

the firft time, he turns his attention to meadow ground-

He choofes for this purpofe his loweil land, which he pre-

pares and fows with timothy grafs, which is deemed fu-

perior to clover for new lands in America.

April—he fows a little fprlng v/heat on new land. He
fows oats on the three acres formerly referved. He fows

fpring barley on the fix acres in corn lafi: year.

May, June, July—he proceeds in the fame routine as

the former jear, in clearing land, plandng corn and pota-

toes,
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toes, fowing hemp and flax, pumpkins, fquafhes, cucumbers,

and melons. Improves and extends the garden ground,

and fows and plants all kinds of vegetables. Sows buck-

wheat in July. Alfo finiflies his harveft of vpheat, oats, and

barley, and ftacks it up in his barn-yard.

Auguft—he clears and prepares ground for an additional

quantity of turnips, alfo for wheat. Tops his indian corn,

pulls his hemp, waters his flax, and faves his flax feed. He
alfo fows his meadow ground with turnips, along with the

timothy grafs.

September, October—he proceeds in the fam.e routine

of agricultural purfuits as the former years, but on a larger

fcale.

Kovember—the necefTary parts of the imppvement of the

farm being then pretty well advanced, the farmer now thinks

of planting orchards. For this purpofe he appropriates

the ground nearell: his houfe, which had been cleared

and cultivated the iirft year, to tlie following purpofes :

1 ft, For an apple orchard, three acres ; 2d, for a peach or-

chard, I acre; 3d, for cherry-trees, plum and pear-trees,

&c- I acre j all of which bear fruit in four years. Between

the rows of trees in the orchard may be raifed every year,

indian corn, wheat, oats, &c. At the end of the third year

the aggregate produce of the farm Ihould be nearly as

follows :
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Live ftock increafed, viz. one horfe, purcliafed this year >

one mare ; three colts ; two cows ; two calves ; two yoke
cf oxen, or four fteers ; t^^enty hogs and fhoats, &c ; tur-

kie's, geefe, diicks, and fowls, in abundance, for family

life.

This is the routine of farming which a man of fmall pro-

perty, or who went upon credit, would conflder it as moft
prudent to purfue : but to fettlers of fubftance, who could

afford to hire fervants, and purchafe a ftock of cattle and
horfes, the plan would be different.— i. A good houfe of
framed timber, brick, or ftone, would be built at once ; 2.

a barn, ftable, and all other conveniences^ 3. an afh-

work, with fheds, for making pot and pearl afhes ; 4. fheds,

and proper apparatusj for making fugar in the feafon

;

5. a corn-mill, and alfo a faw-mill, upon fome ftreani near

the hpufe, the coft of both would not exceed 250I. ftcrling ;

6. meadow ground would be taken in the firft year,

for hay for the cattle; 7. a large tradl of ground would be
cleared for corn, wheat, oats, barley, rye, buck-wheat, po-
tatoes, turnips, hemp, flax, &c.*, 8. a garden and orchard
would alfo be completed the firft year ; 9. a feine, or fifhing

net, would be procured for providing the family with fifh ;

and other meafures would be purfued for a conftant fupply

©f game of all kinds.

No. III.

Remarks for the information of thofe who wifh to be-

come fettlers in America. The production of a very,

celebrated american ftatefman and philol'opher*, written

a iLort time previous to his deceafe.

T ... '

A HE governments in America give every affiftance to

ftrangers that can be defired from proteftion, good laws,

and perfect liberty.— Strangers are welcome, becaufe there

is room enough for them all ; and therefore the old in-

habitants are not jealous of them, the laws protect them
fufSciently, fo that they have no need of the patronage of

great men ; and every one will enjoy, in fecurity, the

profits of bis own induftry : but if he does not bring a

* Dr. Franklin.

I i fortune
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fortune with him, he mufl work and be induftrious to live.

One or two years relidence give him all the rights of a

citizen •, but the government does not hire people to become
fettlers.

Land being cheap in that country, from the vaft trails

ftill void of inhabitants, fo that the property of an hundred
acres of very fertile foil may be obtained at an eafy rate ;

hearty young men, who underftand the hufbandry of corn

and cattle, which is nearly the fame as in Europe, may
cafily eftablifh themfelves there. A little money faved of

tlie . good wages they receive there, while they work for

others, enables them, in a few years, to buy land and begin

their plantation, in which they are affifled by the good will

of their neighbours adding fome credit. Multitudes of

poor people from England, Ireland, Scotland, and Germany,
have, by this means, in a few years, become wealthy farmers j

who, in their own countries, where all the lands are fully

occupied, and the wages of labour low, could never have
emerged from their low condition wherein they were born.

From the falubrity of the air, the healthinefs of the cli-

mate, the plenty of good proviiions, and the encouragement

to early marriages, by the certainty of fubfiflence in cul-

tivating the earth, the increafe of. inhabitants by natural

generation is very rapid in America, and becomes ftill

more fo by the acceffion of ftrangers :—hence there is a

continual demand for more artifans of all the necelTary and
ufeful kinds, to fupply thole cultivators of the earth with

lioufes, and with furniture, and with utenfils of the

grofler forts, which cannot fo well be brought from Europe.

Tolerable good workmen in any of thefe mechanic arts, are

fure to find employ, and to be well paid for their work;
there being no reftraints preventing ftrangers from exer-

cifing any art they underhand, nor any permillion neceflary.

If they are poor, they begin firft as fervants or journey-

men ; and if they are fober, induftrious, and frugal, they

foon become mafters, eftablifh themfelves in bufinefs, raife

familiv,s, and become refpedlable citizens.

Laltly, perfons of moderate fortunes and capitals, who
having a numbtr of children to provide for, are defirous of

bringing them up to induftry, and to fecure eftates for their

pollrerity, have opportunities of doing it in America, which
Europe does not afford. There they may be taught ufe-

ful and profitable mechanic arts, and may follow the fame

without incurring reproach on that account j but, on the

contrary.
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contrary, acquiring refpeft by fuch purfuits and abilities.

The fmall capitals laid out in lands, which daily become
more valuable by the increafe of people, afford a folid

profpeft of ample fortunes thereafter for their children.

Inftances have been often known of large tra6ls of land

being bought on what was then the frontiers of Pennfyl-

vaniS) 20 years after, felling at a profit of many hundred
per cent, without any improvement whatever made on them.
The eftablifhment . of manufactures has rarely fucceeded

in America, the country not being yet fo ripe as to encou-

rage private perfons to fet them up ; labour being generally

too dear there, and hands difficult to be kept together,

every one defiring to become a mafter, and the cheapnefs

of land inclining many to leave trades for agriculture.

Things that are bulky, and of fo fmall value as not well to

bear the expence of freight, may often be made cheaper

in the country than they can be imported ; and the manu-
fafture of fuch things will be profitable whenever there is

a fufficient demand. The farmers in America produce,

indeed, a good deal of wool and flax, and none is exported,

it is all worked up ; but it is in the way of domeftic manu-
facture, for the ufe of the family. T he buying up quan-

tities of v/ool and flax, with the defign to employ fpinners,

weavers, &c. and to form great eflabliftiments, producing

quantities of linen and woollen goods for fale, has been
feveral times attempted in different provinces : but thefe

projects have generally failed, goods of equal value being

imported cheaper ; for thefe unnatural operations muft be
fupported by mutual prohibitions, or high duties on the

importation of goods, by which means the manufadt Jers

are enabled to tax the home confumer by greater prices.

Therefore the government of America does nothing to

encourage fuch projects; the people are by this means not

impofed on either by the merchant or mechanic : if the

merchant demands too much profit on imported flioes, they

buy of the fhoemaker ; and if he alks too high a price, they

take them of the merchant ; thus the two profeflions are

checks '.o each other. The fhoemaker however has, on
the whole, a coniiderable profit upon his labour in America,

beyond what he had in Europe, as he can add to his price

a fum nearly equal to all the expences of freight and corn-

million, rifque, or infiirance, &c. neceffarily charged by the

merchant, and the cafe is the fame with the workmen in

every other mechanic art. Hence it is that artifans live

better and more eafily in America than in Europe; and
I i 2 fnch
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fuch as are good economifts, make a comfortable proviiioa

for age, and for their children. Such may therefore re-

move with advantage to America.

In the old long-fettled countries of Europe, all arts,

trades, profeffions, farms, &c.are fo full, that it is difficult for

a poor man, who has children, to place them where they

may gain or learn to gain a decent livelihood. The arti-

fans who fear creating future rivals in bufinefs, refufe to

take apprentices, but upon conditions of money, mainte-

nance, and the like, which the parents are unable to comply
with. Hence the youth are brought up in ignorance of

every gainful art, and are obliged to become foldiers, or
fervants, or thieves, for a fubfiftence. In America, the

rapid increafe of inhabitants takes away that fear of rival-

ihip ; and artifans willingly receive apprentices, from the

hope of profit by their labour during the remainder of the

time ftipulated after they (hall be inftru(S^ed. Hence it is eafy

for poor families to get their children inftrudled; for the arti-

fans are fo defirous of apprentices, that many of them will even

give money to the parents, to have boys from ten to fifteen

years of age bound apprentices to them till the age of twenty-

one J and many poor parents have, by that means, on their

arrival in the country, raifed money enough to buy land

fufficienL to eftablifh themfelves, and to fubfifh the reft of

their family by agriculture. Thefe contrails for apprentices

"are made before a magiftrate,' who regulates the agree-

ment according to reafon and juftice ; and having in view

the formation of a future ufeful citizen, obliges the mailer

to engage, by a written indenture, not only that during

the time of fervice ftipulated, the apprcntTice fliall be duly

provided with meat, drink, apparel, wafliing, and lodging,

and at its expiration with a complete «ew fuit of clothes,

but alfo that he fliall be taught to read, write, and caft ac-

compts, and that he ftiall be well inftrudled in the art or

profeffion of his mafter, by which he may afterwards g?.in

a livelihood, and be able in his turn to raifa a family. A
copy of this indenture is given the apprentice, or his

friends, and the magiftrate keeps a record of it, to which
recourfe may be had in cafe of failure, by the mafter, in

any point of performance.

This defire among mafters to have more hands employed
in working for them, induces them to pay the paflages of

young perlbns of both fexes, vsrho on their arrival agree

to fcrve them two, three, or four years ; thofe who have
already learnt a trade, agreeing for a Ihorter term, , in pro-

portion



TO SETTLERS IN AMEHICAi 485

portion to their ikill, and the confequent immediate value

p,f their fervice j and thofe who have none, agreeing for

a longer term, in confideration of being taught an art their po-
verty would not permit them to acquire in their own country.

The almoft general mediocrity of fortune that prevails

in America, obliging its people to follow fome buiinefs for

fubfiftence, thofe vices that arife generally from idlenefs,

are in a great meafure prevented. Induftry and conftant

employment are great prefervations of the morals and
virtue of a nation. Hence bad examples to youth are more
rare in America, which muft be a comfortable confideration

to parents. To this may be truly added, that ferious re-

ligion, under its various denominations, is not only tole-

rated, but refpedted and pradtifed. Atheifm is unknown
there, infidelity rjfre and fecret ; fo that perfons may live

to a great age in that country, without having their piety

fiiocked by meeting either an atheift or an infidel. And
the Divine Being feems to have manifefted his approbation

bf the mutual forbearance and kindnefs with which the

different fefts treat each other, by the remarkable profperity

with which he has been pleafed to favour the whole country.

No. IV.

A topographical defcription of Virginia, Pennfylvania, Ma-
ryland, and North-Carolina; comprehending the rivers

Ohio, Kanhaway, Sioto, Cherokee, Wabalh, Illinois,

Miffiflippi, Sec. the climate, foil, and produce, whether
animal, vegetable, or mineral; the mountains, creeks, rpads,

* diftances, latitudes, &c. of thofe countries. By Thomas
Hutchins, captain in the 60th regiment of foot. With
a plan of the rapids of the Ohio, a plan of the feveral

villages in the Illinois country, a table of the diftances

between fort Pitt and the mouth of the Ohio : and ar>

appendix, containing Mr. Patrick Kennedy's journal up
the Illinois river ; and a correct lift of the different na-

tions and. tribes of Indians, with the number gf fighting

fnen, &c. [1778 }

A HE prefent topographical defcription of the parts abovemen-

rnentioned, comprehends almoft the whole of the country lying be-

Jjveeij the 34th and 44th degrees of latitude, and the 79th and 93d

I i 3 degrees
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degrees of longitude, and defcribes an extent of territory of about

850 miles in length, and 700 miles in breadih ; and one which, for

healthinefs, fertility of foil, and variety of produftions, is not per-

haps furpafled by any on the habitable globe.

Thofe parts of the country lying weftward of the Allegany
mountain, and upon the rivers Ohio and Miffiflippi, and upon
moft of the other rivers and lakes here defcribed, were done
from my own furveys, and correfted by my own obfervations and
latitudes, made at different periods preceding, and during all the

campaigns of the laft w^ar, in feveral of which I afted as an engi-

neer, and fince in many reconnoitring tours, which I made
through various parts of the country, between the years 1^64 and

^775-
I have compared my own obfervations aijd furveys, refpeding

the lakes, with thofe made by captain Brehra, of the 6Gth regiment

of foot (who was for many years employed as an engineer in North
America), and I find that they corref}iond with more exaflnefs

than furveys ufually do, which are made by different perfons at

different times ; and I am haopv In this opportunity of expreffing

jny obligations to this gentleman, for the cheerfulnefs with which
he furniihed me with his furveys and remarks.

It is fit alfo, that I fhould take notice that, in the account

which I have given of feveral of the branches of the Ohio and
Allegany rivers, I have adopted the words of the late ingenious

Mr. Lewis Evans, as I found hehnd properly defcribed them in the

analyfis to his map of the middle colonies.—And as to that'

portion which reprefents the country lying on the eaftern fide

of the Allegany mountain I take the liberty of informing my
readers, that my reafon for inferting it, was to fhew the feveral

communications that are now made, and others which may be here-^

after eafily made, between the navigable branches of the Ohio and
Allegany rivers, and the rivers in Virginia and Pennfylvania,

which fa.l into the atlantic ocean, from the weft and north-weft.

London, No^j, i, 1778.

THE lands lying on a wefterly line, between the Laurel

mountain and the Allegany river, and thence northerly

up that river for 150 nciiles, on both fides of the fame,

though not much broken with high mountains, are not of

the fame excellent quality with the lands to the fouthward
of fort Pitt. They confifl chiefly of white oak and chef-

nut ridges ; and in many places of poor pitch pines, inter

-

fperfed with trads of good land and low meadow
grounds.

The
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The lands comprehended between the river Ohio at fort

Pitt, and the Laurel mountain, and thence continuing the
fame breadth from fort Pitt to the great Kanhaway river,

may, according to my own obfervationi, and thofe of the
late Mr. Gift, of Virginia, be generally and juftly defcribed

as follows.

The vallies adjoining to the branches or fprings of the
middle forks of Youghiogeny, are narrow towards its

fource ; but there Is a coniiderable quantity of good farm-
ing grounds on the hills, near the largeft branch of that

river. The lands within a fmall diftance of the Laurel
mountain (through which the Youghiogeny runs) are

in many places broken and ftony, but rich and well tim-

bered, and in fome places, and particularly on Laurel creek,

they are rocky and mountainous.

. From the Laurel mountain to Monongahela, the firft

feven miles are good level farming grounds, with fine

meadows; the timber white oak, chefnut, hiccory, &c.
The. fame kind of land continues foutherly 12 miles to the

upper branches, or forks, of this river, and about i^^miles

northerly to the place where the Youghiogeny falls Into

the Monongahela. The lands, for about 18 miles in the

fanje courfe of the laft-mentloned river, on each fide of It,

though hilly, are rich and well timbered. The trees are

walnut, locuft, chefnut, poplar, and fugar, or fweet maple.

The low lands, near the river, are about a mile, and in

feveral places two miles wide : for a confiderable way
down the river, on the eaftern fide of it, the intervals are

extremely rich, and about a mile wide. The uplands for

about 12 miles eafterly, are uncommonly fertile and well

timbered ; the lo\v lands, on the weftern fide, are narrow ;

but the uplands, on the eaftern fide of the river, both up
and down, are excellent, and covered with fugar-trees, &c.
Such parts of the country whichlle on fome ofthe branches

of the Monongahela, and acrofs the heads of feveral rivers that

run into the Ohio, though in general hilly, are exceedingly

fruitful and well watered. The timber is walnut, chefnut,

afla, oak, fugar-trees, &c 9 and the Interval, or meadow
lands, are from 250 yards to a quarter of a mile wide.

The lands lying nearly in a north-wefterly diredlion from
the great Kanhaway river to the Ohio, and thence north-

eafterly, and alfo upon Le Tort's creek, little Kanhaway
river, Buffalo, Filhing, Wecling, and the two upper, artd.

114 two
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two lower, and feveral other very confiderable cretks (or

what in Europe would be called large rivers), and thence

eaft and fouth-eaft to the river Monongahela, are, in point '

of quality, as follows.

The borders, or meadow lands, are a niile, and in fome
places near two miles wide j and the uplands are in common
of a moft fertile foil, capable of abundantly producing wheat,

hemp, flax, &c.

The lands which lie upon the Ohio, at the mouths of,

and between the ahove creeks, alfo confift of rich intervals,

and very fine farming grounds. The whole country

abounds in bears, elks, buffalo, deer, turkies, &c,—an
unqueftionable proof of the extraordinary goodnefs of its

foil*.

Fort Pitt (lands at the confluence of the Allegany and
Monongahela rivers, in latitude 40° 31' 44", and about five

degrees vreftward of Philadelphia. In the year 1760, a

fmall town, called PittflDurgli, was built near tort Pitt, an4
about 200 families refided in it -, but upon the Indian war
breaking out in the month of May 1763, they abandoned
their houies, and retired into the fort.

In the year 1765 the prefent town of Pittftiurgh was laid

cut. It is built oh the eaftern bank of the river Mononga-
hela, about 200 yards from fort Pitt.

The junction of the Allegany ' and Monongahela rivers

forms the river Ohio, and this difcharges itfelf into the

Mifliflippi, in latitude 36^ 43', about 1188 computed miles

from jfort Pitt. The Ohio, in its paflage to the Mifliflippi,

glides through a pleafant, fruitful, and healthy country, an4
carries a great "uniformity of breadth, from 400 to 600
yards, except at its confluence with the Mifliflippi, and for

loo miles above it, where it is 1000 yards wide. The
Ohio, for the greater part of the'way to the Mifliflippi, haq

many meanders, or windings, and rifing grounds upon both
fides of it.

.

, . .

The reaches in the Ohio are in fome parts from two to

four miles in length ; and one of them, above the Muflcin-

gum rivei", called the Long ri?ach, is fixteen miles and a

.

half long. The Ohio, about 100 miles above, or northerly

Indiana lies within the territory here defcribed. It contains

about three millions and an half of acres ; and was granted ia

Samuel Wharton, William Trent, and George Morgan, efqrs. an4
a few other perfons, in the year 1768.
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of the rapids (formerly called the falls), is in many places

700 yards wide i
and as it approaches them, the high

grounds on its borders gradually diminiffi, aiid the country

beeomes more level. Some of the banks, or heights, of this

river are at times overflowed by great frefhes ; yet there

is fcarce a place between fort Pitt and the rapids, a diftance

of 705 computed miles, \?rhere a good road may not be

made; and -horf^s employed in drawing up laj-ge barges

(as is done on the rnargin of the river Thames in England,

and the Seine in France), againft a ftream remarkably

gen}:le, except in high frelhes. The heights of the banks

of the Ohio admit them everywhere tp be fettled, as they

are not liable to crumble away.—And to thefe remarks

it may be proper to add the following obfervations of the

ingenious Mr. Lewis Evans, as published in the analylis to

his map of the middle colonies of North America, in the year

1755 :—he fays, that *' the Ohio river, as the winter fnows

are thawed by the warmth or rains in the fpring, rifes in vafl:

floods, in fome places exceeding 20 feet in height, but fcarce

any where overflowing its high and upright banks. Thefe
floods," Mr. Evans adds, *' continue of fqme height for at

leaft a month or two, according tp the late or early break-

ing up of the winter. Veflel^ from too to 200 tons

burden, by taking the advantage of thefe floods, may go
from Pittfburgh to the fea with fafety, as then the falls, rifts,

and flioais, are covered to an equality with the reft of the

river j" and though the distance is upwards of 20CO miles

jFrom fort Pitt to the fea, yet as there are no obftruftions

to prevent vefl!els from proceeding both day and night, I

am perfuaded that this extraordinary inland voyage may be

performed, during the feafqn of the floods, by rowing, in

\6 or 17 days.

1 he navigation of the Ohio in a dry feafon is rather

troublefome from fort Pitt to the Mingo towp (about 75
miles), but from thence to the Miffiflippi there is always

a fufficient depth of water for barges carrying from 100 to

2GO tons burden, built in the manner as thofe are which
areufed on the river Thames hetween London and Oxford ;

;— to wit, from 100 to 120 feet in the keel, 1 6 to 18 feet

in breadth, and four feet in depth, and when loaded, draw-
ing about three feet water.
' The rapids, in a dry feafon, are diflicult to defcend with

J<)aded boats or barges, without a good pilot ; it would be

k'dvifeabl^ therefore for the bargemen, in fuch feafon s,

^ rather
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rather than run any rifk in paffing them, to unload part of

their cargoes, and refhip it when the barges have got through

the rapids. It may however be proper to obferve, that

loaded boats in frefhes have been eallly rowed againft the

ftream up the rapids, and that others, by means only of a

large fail, have afcended them.

In a dry feafon, the defcent of the rapids in the' diftance

of a mile, is about 12 or 15 feet; and the paflage down
would not be difficult, except perhaps for the following

reafons t. two miles above them the river is deep, and three

quarters of a mile broad ; but the channel is much con-

trafted, and does not exceed 250 yards in breadth (near

three-fourths of the bed of the river, on the fouth-eaftern

iide of it, being filled with a flat limeftone rocic, fo that

in a dry feafon there is feldom more than fix or eight inches

water) ; it is upon the northern fide of the river, and being

confined as ab'>ve mentioned, the defcending waters tumble

over the Rapids with a confiderable degree of celerity and
force. The channel is of different depths, but no where,

I think, lefs than five feet : it is clear, and upon each fide

of it are large broken rocks, a few inches under water *.

The rapids are nearly in latitude 38" 8 j and the only

Indian village (in 1766) on the banks of the Ohio river be-

tween them and fort Pitt, was on the north-weft fide, 75
miles below Pittfburgh, called the Mingo town : it contained

60 families.

Moft of the hills on both fides of the Ohio are filled with

excellent coal ; and a coal-mine was in the year 1 760
opened oppofite to fort Pitt on the river Monongahela, for

* Colonel Gordon, in his journal down the Ohio, mentions,

*f that thefe falls do not deferve that name, as the ftream on the

north fide has no fudden pitch, hut only runs rapid over the ledge

of a flat rock ; feveral boats," he fays, " pafled it in the dryeft

feafon of the year, unloading one-third of their freight. They
pafled on the north fide, where the carrying-place is three quarters

of a mile long. On the fouth-eaft fide, it is about half that di-

ftance, and is reckoned the fafeft paflage for thofe who are un-

acqqainted with it; but it is the moft tedious, as during part of

the iiunmer and fall the batteaux-men drag their boats over the

flat rock. The fall is about half a mile rapid water; which how-

ever is paflable, by wading and dragging the boat againft the

ftream, when lowelt, and with ftill greater eafe, when the water is

raifed a little."

See the annexed plan. It is a correft defcription of thefe

fBuidsi siade by ri'.e editor on the fpot, in the year 1 776.
.

- the
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the ufe of tkat garrifon. Salt fprings, as well as iron ore,

and rich lead mines, are found bordering upon the river

Ohio. One of the latter is opened on a branch of the Sioto

river ; and there the indian natives fupply themfelves with
a confiderable parr of the lead which they ufe in their wars,

and hunting.

About 584 miles below fort Pitt, and on the eaftern fide

of the Ohio river, about three miles from it, at the head of
a fmall creek or run, where are feveral large and miry fait

fprings, are found numbers of large bones, teeth, and tufks,

commonly fuppofed to be thofe of elephants ; but the cele-

brated dodlor Hunter, of London, in his ingenious and
curious obfervations on thefe bones, &c. has fuppofed them
to belong to fome carnivorous animal, larger than an or-

dinary elephant *.

On the north-weftern fide of Ohio, about 1 1 miles below

the Cherokee river, on a high bank, are the remains of fort

MalTac, built by the French, and intended as a check to the

fouthern Indiajis. It was deftroyed by them in the year

1 763. This is a high, healthy, and delightful fituation :

a great variety of game ; buffalo, bear, deer, &c. as well

as ducks, geefe, fwans, turkies, pheafants, partridges, &c.

abounds in every part of this country.

The Ohio, and the rivers emptying into it, afford green

and other turtle, and fifh of various forts, particularly carp,

fturgeon, perch, and cats ; the two latter of an uncommon
iize, viz. perch, from eight to twelve pounds weight, and
cats from 50 to 100 pounds weight.

The lands upon the Ohio, and its branches, are differently

timbered according to their quality and fituation. The
high and dry lands are covered with red, white, and black

oak, hiccory, walnut, red and white mulberry, and afh trees,

grape-vines, &c. The low and meadow lands are filled

with- fycamore, poplar, red and white mulberry, cherry,

beech, ekn, afpin, maple, or fugar-trees, grape-vines, &c.

and below, or fouthwardly of the rapids, are feveral large

cedar and cyprefs fwamps, where the cedar and cyprefs-

trees grow to a remarkable fize, and where alfo is a great

abundance of canes,, fuch as grow in South-Carolina. The
country on both fides the Ohio, extending fouth-eafterly

3nd fouth-wefteriy from fort Pitt to the Mifliflippi, and

watered by the Ohio river and its branches, contains at leaft

* Sec Philofophical Tranfaftions, 1768.

a mil-.
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a million of fquare miles ; and it may with truth be affirmed,

that no part of the globe is blefTed with a more healthful

air or climate *; watered with more navigable rivere

and branches communicating with the atlantic ocean, by

the rivers Potowmac, James, Rappahannock, Miffiflippi,

and St. Lawrence j or capable of producing with lefs labour

and expence, wheat^ Indian corn, buck-wheat, rye, oats,

barley, flax, hemp, tobacco, rice, fiik, pot-afh, 8cc. than

the country under confideration. And although there are

confiderable quantities of high lands for about 250 miles (on

both fides of the river Ohio) fouthwardly from fort Pitt,

yet even the fummits of moft of the hills are covered with a

deep, rich foil, fit for the culture of flax and hemp ; and it

may alfo be added, that no, foil can pofllbly yield larger

crops of red and white clover^ and other vifeful grafs, than

this does.

On the north-weft and fouth-eaft fides of the Ohio,

below the great Kanhaway river, at a little diftance from it,

are extenfive natural meadows, or favannas. Thefe mea-

dows are from 20 to 50 miles in circuit. They have many,

beautiful groves of trees int^rfperfed as if by art in them,

and which ferve as a flicker for the innumerable herds of

bufl^alo, deer, &c. with which they abound.

Having made thefe obfervations, I proceed to give a

brief account of the feveral rivers and creeks which fall into

the river Ohio.

Canawagy, when raifed by freflies, is paflable with fmall
' batteaU'X, to a little lake at its head ; from thence there is

a portage of 20 miles to lake Erie, at the mouth of Jadngh-

que. Th's portage is feldom ufed, becaufe Canawagy has

fcarcely any water in it in a dry feafcn.

* Colonel Gordon, in his journal, gives the following defcrip-

ijon of the foil and climate : " The country on the Ohio, &c. i$

ever)'where pleafant, with large level fpots of rich land, remarkably

healthy. - One general remark of this nature may fprve for the

whole traft of the globe, comprehended between the weftern flcirts

of the Allegany mountains, beginning at fort Ligonier, thence

bearing fouth-wefterly to the dittance of 500 miles oppofite to the

Ohio talis, then croffing them northerly to the heads of the rivers

that empty themfelves into the Ohio ; thence eaft along the ridge

that feparates the lakes and Ohio's llreams to French creek, which is

oppofite to the above-mentioned fort Ligonier, northerly. This

country may, from a proper knowledge, be affirmed to be the moft

healthy, the moft pleafant, the moft commodious, and moft fertile

fpot of earth known to european people."
\ Bug=
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i Bugliatoons is not navigable ; but is remarkable for ex-*

tenfive meadows bordering upon it.

French creek affords the neareft paflage to lake Erie. It

is navigable with fmall boats to Le Beuf, by a very crooketf

channel ; the portage thence to Prefquile, from an adjoining

peninfula, is 15 miles. This is the ufual route from Quebec
to Ohio.

Licking and L?.comic creeks do not afford any navigation j

but there is plenty of coals, and ftones for building, in the

hills which adjoin them.

Toby's creek is deep enough for batteaux for a corificfer-'

able way up ; thence, by a (hort portage to the weft brancbi

of Sufquehannah, a good communication is carried on be-

tween Ohio and the eaftern parts of Pennfylvania.

Moghulbughkitum is paffable alfo by flat-bottom boats iii

the fame manner as Toby's creek is to Sufquehannah, and
from thence to all the fettlements in Northumberland county,

&c. in Pennfylvania.

Kifhkeminetas is navigable in like manner as the preced^

ing creeks, for between 40 and 50 miles, and good portages

are found between Kiihkeminetas, Juniatta, and Potowmac
rivers. Coal and fait are difcovered in the neighbourhood

of thefc rivers.

Monongahela Is a large river, and at its jun(ftion with the

Allegany river ftands fort Pitt. It is deep and gentle,

and navigable with batteaux and barges beyond Red-ftone

creek, and ftill farther with lighter craft. At. 16 miles

from its mouth, is Youghiogeny; this river is navigable with

batteaux or barges to the foot of Laurel hill.

Beaver creek has water fufficient for flat-bottom boats. At
Kiftikulkes (about 16 miles up) are two branches of this

creek, which fpread oppofite ways ; one interlocks with

F;ench creek and Cherage, the other with Mufkingum and

Cayahoga ; on this branch, about 3,' miles above the forks,

are many' falt-fprings. It is practicable with cances about 20
miles farther.

Mufkingum is a fine gentle river, confined by high banks,

which prevent its floods from overflowing the furrounding

land. It is 250 yards wide at its confluence with the Ohio,

and navigable, wii:hout any obftru(Si:ions, by large batteaux

or barges, to the Three Legs's, and by fmall ones to a little

lake at its head.

From thence to Cayahoga (the creek that leads to lake

Erie) the Cayahoga is muddy, and not very fwift, but not

where
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where obftrufted with falls or rifts. Here are fine uplands,

extenlive meadows, oak and mulberry trees fit for fliip-build-

ing, and walnut, chefnut, and poplartreesfuitablefordomeftic

ferviccs. Cayahoga furnifhcs the beft portage between Ohio
and lake Erie ; at its mouth it is wide and deep enough to

receive large floops from the lake. It will hereafter be a place

pf great importance.

Mulkingum, in all its wide-extended branches, is fur-

rounded by moft excellent land, and abounds in fprings,

and conveniences particularly adapted to fettlements remote
from fea navigation ; ftich as falt-fprings, coal, clay, and
freeftone. -In 1 748 a poal-mine oppofite to Lamenfhicola

mouth took fire, and continued burning above twelve

months •, but great quantities of coal ftill remain in it. Near
the fame place are excellent whetftones, and about eight

miles higher up the river is plenty of white and blue clay for

glafs-works and pottery.

Hockhocking is navigable with large flat-bottom boats

between 70 and 80 miles ; it has fine meadows with high
banks, which feldoni overflow, and rich uplands on its bor-

ders. Coal, and quarries of freeftone, are found about 15
miles up this creek.

Big Kanhaway falls into the Ohio upon its fouth-eaftern

Cde, and is fo confiderable a branch of this river, that it

may be miftaken for the Ohio itfelf by perfons afcending it.

It is flow for ten miles, to little broken hills j the low land

is very rich, and about the fame breadth (from the Pipe

hills to the falls) as upon the Ohio. After going ten miles

up Kanhaway the land is hilly, and the water a little rapid

for 50 or 60 miles further to the falls, yet batteaux or

barges may be eafily rowed thither. Thefe falls were for-

merly thought impafl^able j but late difcoveries have proved,

that a waggon-road may be made through the mountain
which occafions the falls, and that by a portage of a few-

miles only, a communication may be had between the waters

of great Kanhaway and Ohio, and thofe of James river in

Virginia.

Tottery lies upon the fouth-eaftcrn fide of the Ohio, and

is navigable with batteaux to the Ouafioto mountains. It is

a long river, has few branches, and interlocks with Red
creek, or Clinch's river (a branch of the Cherokee), and

has below the mountains, cfpecially for 15 miles from its

mouth, very good land. Here is a perceptible difierence of

thmate between the upper and this part of Ohio, Here the

large
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large reed or Carolina^ane grows in plenty, even upon the

upland, and the winter is {o moderate as not to deftroy it.

The fame moderation of climate continues down Ohio,

efpecially on the fouth-eait fide, to the rapids, and thence n
on both fides of that river to the Mifliflippi.

Great Salt lick creek is remarkable for fine land, plenty X--iv
of buffaloes, falt-fprings, white clay, and Kmeftone. Small 4>

boats may go to the crofling of the war-path without any im- "
'

pediment. The falt-fprings render the waters unfit for

drinking, but the plenty of frefh fprings in their vicinity

make fufficient amends for this inconvenience.

Kentucky is larger than the preceding creek ; it is Hir-

rounded with high clay banks, fertile lands, and large falt-

fprings. Its navigation is interrupted by flioals, but pafi^

ahle withfmall boats to the gap, where the war-path goes

through the Ouafioto mountains.

Sioto is a large gentle river, bordered with rich flats, or

meadows It overflows in the fpring, and then fpreads

about half a mile, though when confined within its banks it

is fcarce a furlong wide.

If it floods early, it feldom retires within its banks in lefs

than a month, and is not fordable frequently in lefs than

two months.

The Sioto, befides having a great extent of mofl: excellent

land on both fides of the river, is furniflied with fait, on
an eaftern branch, and red bole on Necunfia Skeintat. The
ftream of Sioto is gentle, and pafiable with large batteaux

or barges for a conliderable way, and with fmaller boats, near

200 miles, to a portage of only four miles to Sandulky.

Sandulky is a confiderable river abounding in level land,

its fliream gentle all the way to the mouth, where it is large

enough to receive floops. The northern Indians crofs lake

Erie here from ifland to ifland, land at SanduOcy, and go by

a dire£l path to the lower Shawanoe town, and thence to

the gap of the Ouafioto mountain, in their way ^ to the Cut-

t^wa country.

Little Mineami river is too fmall to navigate with batteaux.

It has much fine land and feveral falt-fprings ; its high-

banks and gentle current prevent its much ovei'flowing the

furrounding lands in frefhes.

Great Mineami, Aflereniet, or Rocky river, has 2 very

ftony channel ; a fwift ftream, but no falls. It has feveral

large branches, pafiable with boats a great way ; • one

extending weftward towards the Wabafti river, another tOr.

wards
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Wards a branch of Mineami river (whvh runs into lake £ne),
tb which there is a portage 5 and a third has a portage to'

the weft branch of Sandufky, befides Mad creek, where the

French formerly eftabliftied themfelves. Rifing ground,

here and there a httle ftony, v/hith begins in the northern
part of thfe peninfula, between the lakes Erie, Huron, and
Michigan, and extends acrofs little Mineami river below the

forks, and fouthwardly along the Rocky river, to Ohio.
Buffalo rit'er fails irito the Ohio on the eaftern fide of it,

at the diftance of 925 computed miles from fort Pitt. It is*

a very confiderable branch of the Ohio ; is 200 yards' wide,

navigable upwards of 150, miles for batteaux or barges of

30 feet long, five feet broad, and three feet deep, carrying

about feven tons, and can be navigated much farther with

large canoes. The ftream is moderate. The lands on' both
fides of this river are of a moft luxuriant quality, for the pro-

duction of hemp, flax, wheat, tobacco, &c. They are covered

with a great'tariety of lofty andufeful timber ; as oak, hic-

cory, mulberry, elm, &c. Several perfons who have alcended

this river, fay that falt-fprings, coal, lime, and free-ftonei

&c. are to be found in a variety of places.

The Wabafli is a beautiful river, with high and ufirighf

tianks, lefs fubjedl to overflow than any other river (the

Ohio excepted) in this part of America. It difcharges it-

felf into the Ohio 1022 miles below fbrtPitt, in latitude

27° 41'. At its mouth it i$ 270 yards wide; is navigable

to Ouiatanon (412 miles) in the fpring, fummer, and autumn;
with batteaux or barges drawing about three feet water.

From thence, on account of a rocky bottom and Ihoal wa-
ter, large canoes are chiefly employed, except when the

river is fwelled with rains, af which time it may be afcend-

cd with boats, fuch as I have juft defcribed, 197 miles fur-

ther, to the Miami carrying-place, which is nine miles from
the Miami village ; and this is fituated on a river of the fgmc
pame, that runs into the fouth-fouth-weft part of lake Erie.

The ftream of the Wabafh is generally gentle to fort Ouia-
tanon, and nowhere obftrucfied with falls, but is by feveral

rapids, both above and below that fort, fome of which are

pretty confiderable. There is alfo a part of the river for

about three miles, and 30 miles from the carrying-place, •

where the channel is fo narrow that it is neceffary to make
ufeof fetting poles, inftead of oars. The land on this river is

Remarkably fertile, and feveral parts of it are natural meadows,
ofgV-eat extent, covered with fine longgrafs. The timber

is
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IS large and high, and in fuch variety, that almoft all

the different kinds growing upon the Ohio, and its

branches (but with a greater proportion of black and
white mulberry-trees), may be found here. A lllver mine
has been difcovered about 28 miles above Ouiatanon, on
the northern fide of the Wabafh, and probably others

may be found hereafter. The Wabafh abounds with
falt-fprings, and any quantity of fait may be made from them,
in the manner now done at the Saline in the Illinois country :

the hills are repleniChed with the befc coal, and there is

plenty of lime and free-ftonc, - blue, yellow, and white clay,

for glafs-works and pottery. Two french fettlements are

eftablifhed on the Wabafh, called poft Vincent and Ouiata-

non ; the firft is 150 miles, and the other 262 miles from its

mouth. The former is on the eaftern fide of the river, and
confifts of 60 fettlers and their families. They raiie Indian

corn, wheat j and tobacco of an extraordinary good quality

—fuperior, it is faid, to that produced in Virginia. They
have a fine breed of horfes (brought originally by the Indians

from the fpanifh fettlements on the wefteft-n fide of the river

Miffiflippi), and large ftocks of fwine and black cattle. The
fettlers deal with the natives for furs and deer-fkins, to the

amount of (about 5000I. annually. Hemp of a good texture

grows fpontaneoufly in the low lands of the Wabafh, as do
grapes in the greateft abundance, having a black, thin fkin,

and of Avhich the inhabitants in the autumn make a fufS-

cient quantity (for their own confumption) of well-tafled

red wine. Hops, large and good, are found in many places,

and the lands are particularly adapted to the culture of rice.

All european fruits—apples, peaches, pears, cherries, cur-

rants, goofeberries, melons, &c. thrive well, both here, and
in the country bordering on the river Ohio.

Ouiatanon is a fmall ftockaded fort on the weflern fide

of the Wabafh, in which about a dozen families refide. The
neighbouring Indians are the Kickapoos, Mufquitons, Pian-

kafhaws, and a principal part of the Ouiatanons. The
whole of thefe tribes confifts, it is fuppofedy of about 1000
warriors. The fertility of foil and diverfity of timber in

this country, are the fame as in the vicinity of poft Vincent.

The annual amount of fkins and furs obtained at Ouia-

tanon is about 8000I. By the river Wabafh, the inhabitants

of Detroit move to the fouth~ern parts of Ohio and the Illi-

nois country. Their route is by the Miami river to a carryi

ing-place, whi^h, as before flated, is nine miles to the Wa-
K k ' baflT,
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baih, when this river Is raifed with frefhes ; but at other

feafons, tlijC diftance is from 18 to 30 miles, incUiding the

portage. The whole of the latter is through a level country.

Carts are ufually employed in trahfporting boats and mer-

chandife from the Miami to the Wabafii river.

The Shawanoe river empties itfelf on the eaftern fide of

Ohio, about 95 miles fouthwai'dly of the Wabalh river. It

is 2 50 yards wide at its mouth, has been navigated 1 80 miles

in battcauxof the conftruclion ofthole mentioned in the pre-

ceding article, and from the depth of water, at that diilancc

from its mouth, it is prefnmed it may be navigated much
further. The foil and timber of the lands upoi^ this river

are exailly tlie fame as thofe upon Buffalo river.

The Cherokee river diicharges itfelf into the Ohio
on the fame iide that the Shawanoe river does ; that

is, 13 miles below or foutherly of it, and 11 miles above

or northerly of the place where fort Mafiac formerly ftood,

and r 7 miles from the confluence of the Ohio with the river

Mifliffippi. The Cherokee river has been navigated 900
miles from its mouth. At the diftance of 220 miles from

thence, it widens from 400 yards (its general width) to be-

tween two and three miles, and continues this breadth for

near 30 miles farther. The whole of this diftance is called

the Mufcle fhoals. Here the channel is obftrucSled with a

number of iflands, formed by trees and drifted wood, brought

hither at diflerent feafons of the year, in fiefhes and floods.

In pafling thefe iflands, the middle of the wideft inter-

mediate water is to be navigated, as there it is deepeft.

From the mouth of the Cherokee river to Mufcle flioals the

cun-euf is moderate, and both the high and low lands are

rich, and abundantly covered with oaks, walnut, fugar-trees,

hiccory, &c. About 200 miles above thefe fhoals is, what

is called, the whirl, or fuck, occafioned, I imagine, by the

high mountain, which there confines the river (fuppofed to

be the Laurel mountain). The whirl, or fuck, continues

rapid for about three miles : its width about 50 yards. Af-

cending the Cherokee river, and at about 100 miles from

the fuck, and upon the fouth-eaftern lide of that river, is

Highwafec river. Vaft trails of level and rich land border

on this river ; but at a fmall diftance from it, the country is

much broken, and fome parts of it produce only pine-trees.

Forty miles higher up the Cherokee river on the north-

weftcrn fide, is Clinch's river. It is 150 yards wide, and

tbout 50 miles up it feveral families are fettled. From
Clinch's
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Clinch's to Tenafee river is 100 miles. It comes in on the

eaftern fide, and is 250 yards wide. About ten miles up
this river is a Cherokee town, called Chota, and further

up this branch are feveral other indian towns, polTefTed by
Indians called the over-hill Cherokees. The navigation

of this branch is much interrupted by rocks, as is alfo the

river called Frenchbroad, which comes into the Cherokee
river 50 miles above the Tenafee, and on the fame fide.

One hundred and fifty miles above Frenchbroad is Long
ifland (three miles in length) ; and from thence to the fource?

of the Cherokee river is 60 miles, and the whole diftance i$

fo rocky, as to be fcarcely navigable with a canoe.

By the Cherokee river, the emigrants from the frontiep

counties of Virginia and North-Carolina pafs to the fettle-

ments in Wefl-Florida upon the river Mifliffippi. They
embark at Long ifland.

I now proceed to give a defcription of that part of my map
called the Illinois country, lying between the Mifliffippi

wefterly, the Illinois river northerly, the Wabafli eaflerly,

and the Ohio foutherly.

The land at the confluence or fork of the rivers Miffiflipi

pi and Ohio, is above 20 feet higher than the common furface

of thefe rivers
; yet fo confiderable are the fpring floods,

that it is generally overflowed for about a week, as are the

lands for feveral miles back in the country. The foil

at the fork is compofed of mud, earth, and fand, accu-^

mulated from the Ohio and Miffiflippi rivers. It is ex-

ceedingly fertile, and in its natural ftate yields hemp,
pea-vines, grafs, &c. and a great variety of trees, and
hi particular, the afpen tree of an unufual height and
thicknefs.

For 25 miles up the Miffiffippi (from the Ohio) the coun-

try is rich, level, and well timbered ; and then feveral gen-

tle rilhig grounds appear, v\rhich gradually diminifh at the

diftance of between four and five miles eaftwar- from the

river. From thence to the Kafkafkias river is 65 miles.

The country is a mixture of hills and vallies ; fome of the

former are rocky and fteep ; but they, as well as the vallies,

are fhaded with fine oaks, hiccory, walnut, afli. and mul-

berry-trees, &c. Some of the high grounds afford moft

pleafant fituations for fettlements. Their elevated and airy

pofitions, togetjier with the great luxuriance of the foil,

everywhere yiejding plenty of good grafs and ufeful plants,

K. k 2 - pro-
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promife coliftint health, and ample returns, to indufl^-IoUtf

fettlers.

Many quarries of lime, free-ftone, and marble, have been
difcovered in this part of the country.

Several creeks and rivers fall into the Miffiflippi, m the

above diftance (of 65 niiles). but no remarkable ones, except

the rivers a Vafeand K^^ifkancias ; the former is navigable for

batteaux about 60 and the latter for about 130 miles. Both
thefe rivers run through a rich country, abounding in ex-

tenfive natural meadows, and numberlefs herds of buffalo,

deer, &c.-

The high grounds jaft mentioned, continue along the

eaftern Ude of the Kalkallcias river at a fmall diftance from
it, for the fpace of five miles and a half, to the Kalkaflcias

village ; then they incline more towards that river, and run
nearly parallel with the eaftern Dank of the Miffiffippi, at

the diftance of about three miles in fome parts, and four

miles in other parts from. if. Thefe are principally compofed
of lime and free-ftone, and are from 100 to 130 feet high, di-

vided in feveral places by deep cavities, through which many
fmall rivulets pafs before they fall into the Miffiffippi. The
fides of thefe hills, fronting this river, are in many places

perpendicular, and appear like folid pieces of ftone-malonry,

of various colours, figures, and fizes.

The low land between the hills and the Miffiffippi, begins

on the north fide of Kailcaflcias river, and continues for

three miles above the river Mifouri, where a high ridge ter-

minates it, and forms the eaftern bank of the Mifliffippi.

This interval land is level, has few trees, and is of a very

rich foil, yielding Ihrubs and moft fragrant flowers, which,

added to the number and extent of meadows and ponds dif-

perfed through this charming ralley, reader it exceedingly

beautiful and'agreeable. .

In this vale ftand the following villages, viz. Kafealkias,

which, as already mentioned, is five miles and a half up a

river of the fame Dame, running northerly and foiitherly.

This village contains 80 houfes, many of them well built j

feveral of ftone, with gardens, and large lots adjoining. It

confifts of about 5C0 white inhabitants, and between 4 and

500 negroes. The former have large ftocks of black cattle,

iwine, &c.

Three miles northerly of Kaflcafkias, is a village of Illinois

Indians (of tlie Kafkafliias tribe), containing about 210 pcr-

fons
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^ns and 60 warriors. They were formerly brave and war-
like, but are degenerated into a drunken and debauched
4:ribe, and fo indolent, as icarcely to procure a fufficiency of
flcins and furs to barter for clothing.

Nine miles further northward than the laft n^entioned vil-

lage, is another called la Prairie du rocher {or the Rock mea-
dows). It confifts of 100 white inhabitants, and 80 negroes.

Three miles northerly of this place, on the banks of the

Milllffippi, flood fort Chartres. It was abandoned in the

year 1772, as it was rendered untenable by the conftant wafli-

jngs of the river Miffiflippi in high floods. The village of
fort Chartres, a little Ibuthward of the fort, contained fo

few inhabitants, as not to deferve my notice.

One mile higher up the Mifiliffippi than fort Chartres is

.

a village fettled by 170 warriors of the Piorias and Mitchiga-

mias (two other tribes of the Illinois Indians). They are as

idle aad d.ebauclied as the tribe of Kalkalkias, which I have
juft defcribed.

Four miles higher than the preceding village, is St. Phi-c

lip's. It was formerly inhabited by about a dozen families,

but at prefent is pofleifed only by two or three. The
others have retired to the wefiern fide of the MiHilaippi,

Forty-five miles further northwards than St. Philip's fand

one mile up a fmall river, on the fouthern fide of it), hands

the village of Cahok[a. It has 50 houfes, many of them
well built, and 300 inhabitants, poffefling 3o negroes, an4

large flocks of black cattle, fwine, &c,

Four miles above Cahokia. on the weflern, or fpanifli

fide of the MifiiiEppi, ftands the village of St. Louis, on a

high piece of ground. It is the mofl healthy and pleafura-

ble fituation of any know^i m this part of the country. Mere
the fpanilh commandant, and the principal Indian traders,

jeflde ; v;ho by conciliating the affections of the natives, have

drawn all the Indian trade pf the Mifouri, part of that of

the Miiliflippi (northwards) and of the tribes of Indians re?

liding near the Ouifccnfing and Illinois rivers, to this vil--

|age. In St Louis are 120 hqulcs, moftly built of flone.

They are large and commodious. This village has 800 inha-

bitants, chiefly frcnch j fome of them have had a liberal

education, are polite and hofpivable. They have about 150
negroes, and large flocks of black cattle, &c.

Twelve miles below, or foutherly of fort Chartres, on

fhe weflern bank of the Miiliilippi. and nearly oppoiite to

j;he viila?e of Kafl^afkias, is the village of St. Genevieve or

K k
^

Miffirc.
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MifSre. It contains upwards of lOO houres, and 460 inha-

bitants, befides negroes. This and St. Louis are all the vil-

lages tliat are upon the weftern, or fpanilh fide of the Mif-

ilffippi.

Four miles below St. Genevieve (on the weftern bank of

the Miffiffippi), at the mouth of a creek, is a hamlet called

the Saline. Here all the fait is made, which is ufed in the

Illinois country, from a falt-fpring that is at this place *.

The ridge which forms the eaftern bank of the Miffiffippi

above the Mifouri river continues northerly to the Illinois

river, and then diredls its courfe along the eaftern

iide of that river for about 220 miles, when it declines

5n gentle flopes, and ends in extenfive rich favannas.

On the top of this ridge, at the mouth of the Illinois

river, is an agreeable and commanding fituation for a

fort ; and though the ridge is high and fteep (about

130 feet high), and rather difficult to afcend, yet when
afcended, it affords a moft delightful profpe6l. The
Miffiffippi is diftinftly feen from its fummit for more than

20 miles, as are the beautiful meanderings of the Illinois

river, for many leagues ; next a level, fruitful meadow pre-

fents itfelf, of at leaft 100 miles in circuit on the weftern fidj

of the Miffiftippi, watered by feveral lakes, and fliaded by

fmall groves or copfes of trees, fcattered in different parts

of it"; and then the eye, with rapture, ftirveys, as well the

high lands bordering upon the river Mifouri, as thofe at a

greater diftance up the Miffiffippi. In fine, this charming

ridge is covered with excellent grafs, large oak, walnut-trees,

&c. and at the diftance of about nine miles from the Miffif-

fippi, up the Illinois river, are feen many large favannas or

meadows abounding in bulFalo, deer, &c.

* In the feveral villages on and near the Mifliflippi, which I

have jufl defcribed (and which are delineated in the annexed
plan), there were in the year 1771, 1273 fencible men. To wit

—

On the eaftern fide of the Miffiffippi, French 300
Negroes 230

On the weftern fide of the Miffiffippi,

At St. Genevieve, French 208
Negroes 80

At St. Louis, French 415
Negroes 4.0

1273

lu
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In afcendlng the Miffiffippi, Cape au Gres particularly at-

trafted my attention. It is about eight leagues above the

Illinois river, on the eaftern fide of the Miflifiippi, and con-

tinues above five leagues on that river. There is a gradual

defcent back to delightful meadows, and to beautiful ai.'d

fertile uplands, watered by feveral rivulets, which fall into

the Illinois river between 30 and 40 miles from "its entrance

into the Miffifiippi and into the latter at Cape au Gres. The
cliftance from the Miflifilppi to the river Illinois acrofs the

country, is leflened or increafed, according to the windings

of the former river ; the fmalleft diftance is at Cape au Gres,

and there it is between four and five miles. The lands in

this intermediate fpace between the above two rivers are rich

almoft beyond parallel, covered with large oaks, walnut, &c.

and not a ftone is to be feen, except upon the fides of the

river. It is even acknowledged by the french inliabitants,

that if fettlements were only begun at Cape au Gres, thofe

upon the fpanifh fide of the Miflifilppi would be abandoned,

as the former would excite a confiant fuccefiion of fettlers,

and intercept all the trade of the upper Mifiiflippi.

The Illinois river furnilhes a communication with lake

Michigan, by the Chicago river, and by two portages be-

tween the latter and the Illinois river •, the longeft of which

does not exceed four miles.

The Illinois country is in general of a fuperior foil to any

other part of North America that I have feen. It produces

fine oak, hiccory, cedar, mulberry-trees, &c. fome dying

roots and medicinal plants ; hops, and excellent wild grapes;

and, in the year 1769, iiohogfheads of well-tafted and

Ilrong wine were made by the french fettlers from thefe

grapes. A large quantity of fugar is alfo annually made
from the juice of the maple-tree ; and as the mulberry-trees

are large and numerous, I prefume the making of filk will

employ the attention and induftry of the fettlers, when the

country is more fally inhabited than it is at prefent, and

efpecially as the winters are much more moderate, and fa-

vourable for the breed of filk-worms, than they are in many
of the fea-coaft provinces. Indigo may likewife be fuccefs-

fuUy cultivated (but not more than two cuttings in a year)

;

wheat, peas, and Indian corn thrive well, as does every fort

of grain and pulfe, that is produced in any of the old colo-

nies. Great quantities of tobacco are alfo yearly raifed by
the inhabitants of the Illinois, both for their own confump-

tipn ^nd that of the Indians ; but little has hitherto been ex-

K k 4 ported
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ported to Europe. Hemp grows fpontaneoufly, and is of a
good texture ; its common height is ten feet, and its thick-

nefs three inches (the latter reckoned within about a foot of
the root), and with little labour any quantity may be culti-

vated. Flax feed has hitherto be©n only raifed in fmall

quantities. There has however been enough produced to

ihew.that it may be fown to the greatefi: advantage. Apples,

pears, peaches, and all other european fruits, fucceed admir-

ably. Iron, copper, and lead mines, as alfp falt-fprings, have-

been difcovered in different parts of this territory. The
two latter are worked on the fpanifh fide of the Miffiffippi,

with confiderable advantage to their owners. There is plen-

ty of fifli in the rivers, particularly cat, carp, and perch, of

an uncomm.on fize. Savannas, or natural meadows, are both
numerous and extenfive

;
yielding excellent grafs, and feed-

ing great herds of buffalo, deer, &c. Ducks, teal, geefe,

fwans, cranes, pelicans, turkies, pheafants, partridges, &c»

fuch as are fesn in the fea-coaft colonies, are in the greateft'

variety and abundance. In fhort, every thing that a reafon-

able mind can defire, is to be found, or may with little

pains be produced here *.

Niagara fort is a nioft important pcft. It fecures a

greater nt.mber of communications, through a larger country,

than probably any other pr^fs in interior America j it ftands

at the entrance of a flrait, by which lake Ontario is

joined to lake Erie, and the latter is connected with the

three great lakes Huron, Michigan, and Superior. About
nine miles above fort Niagara the carrying-place begins.

It is occafioned by the ftupendous catara£l of that name.
The quantity of water that tumbles over this fall is unparal-

leled in America ; its height is not lefs than 137 feet. This
fall would interrupt the comm.unication between the lakes

Ontario and Erie, . if a road was not made up the hilly

country that borders upon the ftrait. This road extends

to a fmall poft eighteen miles from fort Niagara. Here the

traveller embarks in a batteau or canoe, and proceeds 18

miles to a fmall fort at lake Erie. It may be proper alfo ^o

add, that at the end of the firft two miles in the laft men-
tioned difiance of j8 miles, the ftream of the river is divid-

ed by a large ifland, above nine miles in length ; and at the

upper end of it, about a mile from lake Erie, are three or

* See the ?nnrxcd plan of the villages in the Illinois country,

^•c. ami fee Mr, P. Kennedy's journal hefeunto annexed, for a

farther account dicreof.

four
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four iflands, not far from each other. Thefe iflands, by in-?

terrupting an J confining the waters difcharged from the lake,

greatly increafe the rapidity of the flream ; which indeed if

fo violent, that the iliiieft gale is fcarcely fufficient to enable

a larg? veflel to ftem it : but it is fuccefsfully reljft-ed ir^

fmall batteaux or canoes, that are rowed near the fhore.

Lake Erie is about 225 miles in length, gnd upon a

medium about 40 miles in breadth. It atFords a good navi-

gation for fhipping oE any burden. The coaft on both fidei

of the lake is generally favourable for the pafTage of batteaux

and canoes. Its banks in many places have a flat fandy

fhore, particularly to the eaflward qf the peninfula called

Long point, which extends intQ the lake i;i a fouth-eaftern

direction for upwards of 1 3 miles, and is not more than five

miles wide in the broad eft part ; but the ifthmus, by which
it joins the continent, is fcarcely 200 yards wide. The pen-

infula is compofed of fand, and is very convenient to haul

boats out of the furf upon (as is almoft every other part of

the fhore) when the lake is too rough for rowing or failing j

yet there ai'e fome places, where, in bolfterous weatlier (on

account of their great perpendicular height;, it would be

dangerous to approach, and impoffible to land.

Jjake Erie has a great variety of fine fifh, fuch as ftur-

geon, eel, white filTi, trout, perch, &c.

The country northward of this lake is in many parts

fwelled with moderate hilis, but no high mountains. The
climate is temperate, and the air healthful. The lands are

well timbered (but not generally fo rich as thofe upon the

fouthern fide of the lake) ; and for a confiderable diftance

from it, and for feveral miles eaftvyard of Cayahoga river,

theyappear quite level, and extremely fertile ; and except

where extenfive favannas, or natural meadows, intervene, arc

covered with large oaks, walnut, aili, hiccory, mulberry,

faflafras, &c. and produce a great variety of fhrubs and
medicinal roots. Here alio is great plenty of buffalo, deer,

turkies, partridges, &c.

"Fort Detroit is of an oblong figure, built with ftockades,

and advantageoufly fi^uated. with on& entire fide com-

manding the river called Detroit. This fort is near a mile

in circumference, and enclofcs about 100 houfes, built in a

regular manner, with parallel ftreets, crofling each other at

right angles. Its fituation is delightful, and in the centre of

^ pleafant, fruitful country.

The ftrait Saint Ciair (commonly called the Detroit

river)
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river) is at its entrance mere than three miles wide ; but m
afcending ir, its width perceptibly diniinifhes, fo that oppo-

iite to the fort (which is i 8 miles from lake Erie) it does

not exceed half a mile in width. From thence to lake St.

Clair it widens more than a mile. The channel of the

flrait is gentle and wide, and deep enough for fliipping of

great burden, although it is incommoded by feveral ifiands ;

one of which is more than feven miles in length. Thele

iflands ar^ of a fertile foil, and from their fituation afford a

very agreeable appearance. For eight miles below, and the

fame diftance above fort Detroit, on both fides of the river,

the country is divided into regular and well-cultivated

plantations ; and from the contiguity of the farmers' houfes

to each other, they appear as two long-extended villages.

The inhabitants, who are mofcly French, are about 2000 in

number; 500 of whom are as good markfmen, and as well

accuftomed to the woods, as the Indian natives themfelves.

They raife large ftocks.of black cattle, and great quantities

cf corn, v/hich they grind by wind-mills, and mjanufafturc

into excellent flour. The chief trade of Detroit confifts in

a barter of coarfe european goods with the natives for furs,

deer-llcins, tallow, &c.

The route from lake St. Clair to lake Huron is up a

ftrait or river about 400 yards wide. This river derives

itfelf from lake Huron, and at the diftance of 33 miles

lofes itfelf in lake St. Clair. It is in general rapid, but par-

ticularly fo near its fource ; its channel, and alfo that of
lake St. Clair, are fufHciently dsep for fliipping of very con-
fiderable burden. This flrait has feveral mouths, and the
lands lying between them are fine meadows. The country
on both fides of it, for 15 miles, has a very level appear-
ance i but from thence to lake Huron, it is in many places

•broken, and covered v.'ith white pines, oaks, maple, birch,

and beech.

Mr. Patrick Kennedy's journal of an expedition undertaken
by himlelf and feveral courcurs de bois in the year 1773,
from Kalkalkias village in the Illinois country, to the
head waters of the Illinois river.

" July 23, 1 77.v We fet out from Kaflsafivias in fearch
<)f a copper mnie, and on the 31ft reached the Illinois

yivcr ; it is 84 miles from Kailialkias. The fame day we
entercU
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entered the Illinois river, which is 18 miles above that of
the MiiTouri. The water was Co low, and the fides of the
river fo full of weeds, that our progrefs was much interrupt-

ed, being obliged to row our boat in the deep water, and
ftrong current. The chain of rock? and high hills which
begin at the Plafas about three miles above the Miffouri,

extend to the mouth of the Illinois river, and continue
along the fouth-eaftern fide of the f^ime in an eaft-north-

eaft courfe. About 18 miles up this river, on the eaftera

fide, is a little river called by the natives Macopin or White
potatoe river ; it is 20 yards wide, and navigable nine miles

to the hills. The fliore is low on both fides ; the timber,

bois connu, or paccan, maple^ afli, button-wood, &c. The
courfe of the Illinois river here is N. N. E ; the land is well

timbered, and covered with high weeds. There are fine mea-
dows at a little difi:ance from the river j the banks of which
do not crumble away as thofe of the Miffiflippi do. We
palTed numbers of fmall iflands, fome of them betv/een nine

and twelve miles in length, and three miles in breadth.—The
general width of the river in this day's journey was about

400 yards.

*« Auguft I. About twelve o'clock, we flopped at the

Piorias wintering ground. About a quarter of a mile from
the river, on the eaftern fide of it, is a meadow of many
miles long, and five or fix miles broad. In this meadow
are many fmall lakes, communicating with each other, and
by which there are palTages for fmall boats or canoes, and
one in particular leads to the Illinois river : the timber in

general very tall oaks. We met with fome beautiful iflands

in this part of the river (48 miles from the Miffiflippi), and
great plenty of buffalo and deer.

*< Auguft 2. At one o'clock we pafTed an ifland called

Pierre. A fleche or arrow flone is gotten by the Indians

from a high hill on the v^'-eftern fide of the river near the

above ifland ; with this ftone the natives make their gun-

••ilints, and point their arrows. Half a league above this

ifland, on the eaftern fide of it, the meadows border on the

river, and continue feveral miles ; the land is remarkably

rich, and well watered with fmall rivulets from the neigh-

bouring hills. The banks of the river are high, the water

clear, and at the bottom of the river are white marl and fand.

" Auguft 3 . PafTed the Mine river. It comes into the

Illinois river on the north-weftern fide of it, I2Q miles

from the MifTxffippi. It is 50 yards wide, and very rapid.

«*Auguf^
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" AuguH: 4. Here the land on both fides of the lliw

jiols river is low, but rifes gradually. The prairie or mea-
dow-ground on the e?.u:ern fide, is at lead 20 miles wide ,

it is fine land for tillage, or for grazing cattle, and is well

watered with a number of fprings. About 12 o'clock we
paffed the river Sagamond, 135 miles from thtN Miiuflippi.

It is a river 100 yards wide, and navigable for fmall boats

or canoes upwards of i So .miles; and about fun-fet we
paiTed the river Demi-Quian. It comes in on the weftern

fide of the Illinois river (16^ miles from the Miffifllppi) j

3S 50 yards wide, and navigable 120 miles. We encamped
on the fouth-eaftern fide of the Illinois river,' oppofite to a

very large favanna, belonging to, and called, the Demi-
Quian fwamp. The lands on the ibuth-eaftern fide arc

high and thinly timbered ; but at the place of our encamp^
ment ra-e fine meadows, extending farther ihan the eye cau

reach, and affording a delightful profpcft. The low lands

on the weftern fide of the Illinois river, extend fo far bacl^

from it, that no high grounds can be feen. Here is plenty

of buffalo, deer, elk, turkies, &c,
" Auguft 5. It rained all day, which detained us till the

evening, when we embarked, and rowed till dark ; in our

way we pafled the lake Demi-Quian, 200 yards weft from
the river of that namej it is of a circular figure, fix miles

acrofs, and difcharges itfelf by a fmall palTage four feet

deep into the Illinois river. This lake is 171 miles from

the Miffiffippi. The general courfe of the Illinois river

varies very little ; it rather however inclines to ihe eaft-

v/ard. The lands are much the fame as before defcribed,

only the prairies (meadows) extend further from the river.

By our reckoning, we are 177 miles from the Mifliffippi.

" Auguft 6. Set out early, and at 1 1 o'clock we pafTed

the Sefeme-Quian river. It is on the wellcrn fide of the

Illinois river j is 40 yards wide, and navigable 60 miU's ;

the land bordering on this river is very good. About four

o'clock we pafied the river De la March (on the weftern

fide alfo of the Illinois river) ; it is 30 yards wide, and

navigable about eight or nine miles only. Though the De
la March is not fo long as the Sefeme-Qu^ian, yet it is much
handfomer. Thefe rivers are about nine miles dlil<mt from

each oUier. Here the land begins to rife gradually on ihe

weftern bank. At fun-fct we pafled a river tailed Michili^

mackinac. It is on the fouth-eaf^ern fide of tiie Illinois

river j is 50 yards wide, navigable for about 90 miles, ^i\^
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has between 30 and 40 fmall iflands at its mouth ; which at

a diftance appear like a fmall village. On the banks of this

river is plenty of good timber, viz. red and white cfedar,

pine, maple, walnut, &c ; and finding fome pieces of coal,

I was induced to walk up the river a few miles, though not

far enough, to reach a coal-mine. In many places I alfo

found clinkers, which inclined me to ,think that a coal-mine,

hot far dlftant, was on fire, and I have fince heard there

tvas. The land is high on the eaftern bank of the river,

but on the wellern are large plains or meadows, extending

as far aS can be feen, covered with fine grafs. This river

is 195 miles from the Miffiffippi.

** Augufl: 7. The morning being very foggy, and the

fiver overgrown v/ith v/eeds along its fides, we could make
but little way. About 1 2 o'clock we got to the old Pioria

fort and village on the wefi:ern fhore of the river, and at

the fouthern end of a lake called the Illinois lake ; which
is 19 miles and a half in length, and three miles in breadth.

It has no rocks, fhoals, or perceivable current. We found

the fiockades of this Pioria fort deftroyed by fire, but the

houfes {tanding. The fummit on which the fort ftood,

commands a fine profpefl of the country to the eaftward,

^nd up the lake to the point where the river comes in at

the north end ; to the weftward are large meadows. In the

lake is great plenty of fifh, and in particular, fturgeon, and
picannau. On the eaftern fide of the lake, -about the mid-

dle of it, the chain of rocks, that extends from the back

of Kafkaikias, to Cahokia, r'iafa, the mouth of the Illinois

river, &c. terminates. The country to the weftward is

low and very level, covered with grafs, weeds, flags, &c.

Here is abundance of cherry, .plum, and other fruit-trees.

This lake is 210 miles from the Miffiuippi.

" Auguft 8. The v/ind being fair we made a fail of our

tent, and reached the upper end of the lake by fun-fet ; and

the wind continuing fair we afcended the river, and about

fowr o'clock pafled Crows-meadows river, which comes
from the eaftward ; and over againft it, on the weft fide,

are the meadows juft mentioned, 240 miles from the Mif-

lifilppi. This river is 20 yards wide, and navigable between

15 and 18 miles. The land on both fides of the Illinois

river, for 27 or 30 miles above the lake,' is generally low
and full of fwamps, fome a mile wide, bordered with fine

meadows, and in fome places the high land comes to the

river in points, or narrow necks.

*< Auguft
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<« Auguft p. At ten o'clock we pafTed the Riviere de I'iflc

de pluye, or Rainy ifland river : on the fouth-eaft fide it is

1^ yards wide, and navigable nine miles to the rocks. Af-

ter pafling this river, wirich is 251;; miles from the Miffif-

iippi, we found the water very fallow, and it was with dif-

ficulty that we got forward) though we employed fcxen

oars, and our boat drew only three feet water. The grafs

which grows in the interval or meadow ground, between
the liiixiois river and the rocks, is finer than any we have

feen, and is thicker and higher and more clear from vreeds

than in any of the meadows about Kal]?:aflcias or fort Char-
tres. The timber is generally birch, button, and paccan.

The wind continuing fair, about ten o'clock we palTed the

Vermilion river, 2,6'] miles from the Mifliflippi. It is 30
yards wide, but fo rocky as not to be navigable.' At the

diftance of a mile further, we arriveti at the httle rocks>

v.hich are 60 miles from the forks, and 270 miles from the

MifGiilppi. The water being very low, vv'e could get no
further with our boat, ;ind therefore we proceeded by land

to the forks. We fet out about two o'clock on the vv-eftern,

fide of the river ; bub the grafs Tind weeds were fo high,

that we could make but little way.
'< Auguft 10. We crofTed the high land, and at ten

o'clock we came to the Fox river (or a branch of it), after

walking 24 miles. It falls into the Illinois river, 30 miles

beyond the place where we left our boat. The Fox river is

25 yards wide, and has about five feet water ; its courfe is

from the wellward by many windings through large mea-
dows. At three miles diftance, after crofling this river, we
fell in with the Illinois river again, and kept along its bank j

here we found a path. About fix o'clock v/e arrived, after

walking about 12 miles, at an old encam.pment, 15 miles

from the fork. The land is ftony, and the meadows not

fb good as feme which we formerly pafTed. From hence we-

went to an ifland, where feveral french traders were en-

camped ;, but we could get no intelligence from them about
the copper mine which we had fet out in fearch of. At this

ifiand we hired one of the french hunters to conduct us in

a canoe to our boat.

'< Augull 1 1 . We fet off about three o'clock, and at

night got within nine miles of our boat. We compute4 it

to be 45 miles from the ifland we laft departed from, to the

place where we left our boat.

*' Aaguft 12. We embarked early, and proceeded three

.miles down the Illinois river. On the north-weflern fide of

this
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this river is a coal-mine, that extends for half a mile along

the middle of the bank of the river, which is high. On
the eaftern fide, about half a mile froth it, and about the

fame diilance below the coal-mine, are two fait ponds, lOo
yards in circumference, and feveral feet in depth ; the water-

is ftagnant, and of a yellowifli colour ; but tiie French and
natives make good fait from it. We tafted the water, and
thought it faiter than that which the French make fait

from, at the Saline near St. Genevieve. At nine o'clock we.
arrived at our boat. From the ifland where we found the

french traders, and from whence we embarked in a cano^
to go to our boat, there is a conliderable defcent and rapid,

all the way. Here it is that the french fettlers cut their

mill-flones. The land along the banks of the river is much,
better than what we met with, when we crolTed the country

on the lOth of this month. On the high lands, and parti-

cularly thofe on the fouth-eaftern fide, there is abundance oi

red and white cedar, pine-trees, &c. We embarked about

two o'clock, and proceeded till nine at night.

** Auguft I ^. We lay by half this day, on account of

wet weather.
** Auguft 14. Embarked early, and after croffing the Il-

linois lake arrived late in the evening at the Pioria fort.

" Auguft 15. Rowed very conftantly all day, and ar-

rived at the Mine river in the evening. Here I met witji

,

Mr. Janifte, a french gentleman, and prevailed on him to

accompany me, in an attempt up this river, to difcover the

copper mine.
.** Auguft 16. Embarked early, and afcended the Mine

river in a fmall canoe, about fix miles, but could get no
further, as the river v/as quite dry a little higher up. It

runs the above diftance through very high groimds, is.

rocky and very crooked ; the banks of the river are much
broken, and the palTage choked with timber ; Mr. Janifte

fays, that the current is fo ftrong in floods, nothing can

relift it. The bottom is fand, green in fome places, and

red in others ; it is faid that there is an alum hill on this

river. As I thought that it was impoflible to get to the

mine by land at this feafon of the year, on account of the

rocky mountains, weeds, briars, &c. I determined to re-

turn to Kafka&ias, and accordingly we went back to our

boat, embarked about one o'clock, and continued rowing

day and night until 12 o'clock the i8th, when we entered

the river Mifjiflippi on our way to Kafkafkias village."
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No. V.

A iliort defcription of the ftate of Tenafec, lately called

the territory of the United States fouth of the river

Ohio.—[March 9, 1796.]

X HE ftate of Tenafee, lately called * the territory of the

United States fouth of the river Ohio, is that traifl of coun-

try which was ceded to the United States by the ftatc

of North Carolina, ih the year 1789. It is fituated be-

tween the parallels of 35° and 36° 30 , extending from the

great Iron mountain to the river MilTiffippi.

When we caft our eyes on the map of any country,

efpecially the map of a new country, in which little elfe is

feen than the fituation of mountains, rivers, and plains, wc
are defirous to know what is the ftate of its foil and climate ;

.

•what are the advantages its inhabitants may be expected

to enjoy, or the difficulties under which they muft labour.

A general anfwer to thefe queftions, as they relpe<St the

TenalTee government, is the objedt of this publication.

We difcover, at firft fight, that the ftate is cut into

eaftern and weftern diviflons, by Cumberland mountain, a

ridge near 30 miles broad ; and it is probable that the com-
mercial connexions of people who live in the eaftern divi-

fion, may be different from thofc of the weftern inhabitants.

The great ifland on Holfton river is not above 340 miles

from Richmond in Virginia, along a good waggon road

;

* The legiflature of the territory of the United States fouth of

the river Ohio, at their fefTion in July 1 79^5 made a law for num-
bering the inhabitants, in order to determine whether they were

not entitled to all the privileges of a ftate, according to an ordi-

nance ofcongrefs, pafied the 13th ot July 1787, refpe<f^in» ftatcs

to be formed in the ceded territory ; which provides, that "When-
ever any of the faid ftates fhall have 60,000 inhabitants therein,

fuch ftate (hall be admitted by its delegates into the congrefs of the

United States, on an equal footing with the original ftates, in all

refpefts whatever." On taking the cenfus, it appeared, that there

were in the territory 77,262 inhabitants, of whom 66,649 were

free perfons : whereupon the governor, in purfuance of the law,

called a convention, who late!} met at Knoxvillc, formed a confti-

tution, &c.

whence
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whence we may conclude that the fettlers on Holfton will

preferve a confiderablc intercourfe with the atlantic ftates :

but people who live to the weftward of Cumberland moun-
tain, will fend their produce to market by meaxi' of the
Miffiffippi. This remarkable difference i'" their fituation

will probably induce the inhabitants of thofe diftrifts to

employ themfelves differently ; for the moft proper or pro-

fitable produdlions in one fettlemeftt, nlay not be moft pro-
fitable in the other.

The Holfton fettlement contains 62,338 inhabitants,

though in the year 1775 it hardly contained 2000. The
land in this fettlement is generally fertile ; but the face of
the country is much broken. Placed, as it is, between two
large mountains, we may readily fuppofe that the farmer
never fuifers by the want of rain. The foil produces wheat,

barley, Indian corn, hemp, and flax, in great perfedlion.

Phyiicians have not hitherto found their way to that coun-
try, for the people have not been lick. They enjoy a tem-
perate climate, eafe, and abundance.

Iron ore abounds in that country. A capital furnace and
forge have lately been ere£led on Holfton, near the Virginia

line. There is a bloomery below the mouth of Wataga, and
another 25 miles above the mouth of Frenchbroad. There
are alfo fundry lead-mines in the fettlement, one in parti-

cular on Frenchbroad river, that produces 75 per cent, in

pure lead.

The greateft part of the ftate of Tenafee lies on the weft

fide of Cumberland mountain ; and though that country

has hardly been fettled ten years by civilized men, it natu-

rally claims the greateft fliare of our attention, becaufe it is

extenfive, and will probably become the refidence of a nume-
rous and powerful colony.

The mean diftance between Cumberland mountain and
the Mifliffippi is about 230 miles. This, at 103 miles

broad, gives 15 millions of acres ; and it is generally agreed,

that II or 12 millions of that land may be cultivated to ad-

vantage •, fuch is the proportion of arable land. The na-

tives, who formerly inhabited that country, muft have been

very numerous ; we feldom go more than five or fix miles

along the banks of Cumberland river, without finding a

large burying-place, the evident remains of a confiderable

town. As the Indians had their choice of land, and do not

appear to have been equally numerous in other places, we
L

1

may



514 STATE Of TENASEE.

may fuppofe they found this to be a foil on which they could

live with the greateft eafe.

Boundaries.— It is bounded by tlie ftates of Virginia and
Kentucky on the norths by North-Carolina on the eait

;

by South-Carolina and Georgia on the fouth ; and by the

river Miffiffippi, which feparares it from the fpanil'h pro-

vince of Louiliana, on the weft.

Divisions.—It is divided into three diil:ri£ls : Wafhing-
ton, Hamilton, and Mero ; coijtaining nine counties

;

Wafliington, Sullivan, Green, Hawkins, Knox, Jeiferfon,

Davidfon, Sumner, and Tenafee.

Situation.—It is ntuate between the latitude 35°, and
36° 30' north, which parallels form its northern and fouth-

ern boundaries j its breadth therefore is 104 miles, and its

length, from the North-Carohna line to the Miffiffippi,

about 400 miles.

Rivers.—There are few countries fo well interfered

by creeks and rivers : the principal are the Miffiffippi,

Tenafee, Cumberland, Holfton, Clinch, Wolf, Hatchee,

Forked-deer, Obion, and Reeifoot.

The Tenafee, formerly called by the French Che-
rokee, empties itfelf, into the Ohio, nearly 60 miles above

its jundlion with the Miffiffippi.

The Cumberland, called by the French Shavanon,

dlfcharges its waters in the Ohio, ten miles above the mouth
of the Tenafee.

Hoifton river, the principal north fork of the Tenafee,

receives in its bed, before its junction with the Tenafee,

feveral confiderable rivers, Nolachucky, Wattauga, French-

broad, and Little river.

Clinch runs into the Tenafee below the mouth of

Hoifton. Duck river empties into the Tenafee below the

Mufcle fhoals, and Elk river above them.

Emery river is a branch of Clinch.

Obed river, the Caney-fork, Red river. Stone river, and

Harpethj are confiderable branches of Cumberland river*.

This country contains, befides, a large nuaiber of bold, na-

vigable creeks.

Mountains.—Yellow, Bald, Iron, and Uncka moun-
tains, which form the eaftern boundary of this territory, and

feparate it from North-Carolina, are a chain of mountains

• For a more particular account of the rivers, fee before p. 36,

38, 40, and pafTim.

running
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running nearly fouth-weftwardly. Clinch mountain divides

•the waters of Holfton and Clinch rivers.

The large Cumberland mountain feparates the eaftern

inhabitants of this government from the weftern ones. /

Towns —Knoxville, the capital and feat of government,

was eftablifhed by William Blount, efq. the firft governor

of this territory ; is fituate in a beautiful fpot on the north

bank of Holfton river, a few miles below the mouth of

Frenchbroad This town is remarkable for the treaty held

by governor Blount in 1791, with the chiefs and head war-

riors of the Cherokee nation. It is the refidence of the pub-

lic officers of government. A printing-office is eftablifhcd

here, and the inhabitants enjoy the advantage of commu-
nicating to every part of the United States by poft. The
fuperior court of law, the court of equity for Hamilton
diftr'ft, and the court of pleas and quarter feffion for Knox
county, are held in this town, which is in a very flourilhing

fituation.

Nafhville, on the fouth bank of Cumberland river, is the

diftrift town of Mero : the courts of the diftridt are held

here. The Davidfon academy, which is richly endowed,

is in this town.

Jonefborough, the capital of Wafhington difl:rict, is the

feat ofthe courts of the diftridl.

There arc feveral other fmall towns that bid fair to in-

ereafe in confequence.

Roads and Distances.—From Knoxville, the prefent

feat of government, to Philadelphia, is 650 miles.
Miles.

From Knoxville to Long-ifl^nd, on Holfton, is - 1 00
Abingdon - - - 43
FortChiffel - - - 64
Englifh's ferry. New river - - 24
Montgomery town - - - 1

1

Big lick - - - - 33
Liberty town - - - - 28

New London - - - - 15

Floods _ - - - 34
Powhatan court-houfe - - 65
Richmond - - - 32

From Knoxville to Richmond 494

Thete two roads are . very good waggon-roads ; and the

price of tranfportation ef any goods or articles from Rich-

mond to Knoxville does not exceed four dollars per cwt.

L 1 2 From
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From Knoxville to Naftivillc the diftance is i S3 mlles^

tiz.

Milej.

From Knoxville to South-weft Point - 35
Big lick garrifon, on Cumberland - 80
Bledfoe lick - - - 32
Nailiville - - - 36

183

The 80 miles between the two garrifons are not yet

opened for waggons ; but families moving to the fettlements

on Cumberland, fend generally their baggage by water froni

Knoxville down the Tenafee river.

Milei.

FromNafhville to Lexington, in Kentucky, - ipo
Three forks of Red river - - 28
Big Barren river - - - 32
Green river - - - 45
Danville - - - ^o
Lexington - - - 35

It is a beautiful road through the barrens.

In the fummer of 1795, a good waggon-road was cut

acrofs Cumberland mountain, and it was pafTed by 30 or

40 waggons in the fall. The late friendly conduft of the

Cherokee Indians, in confequence of a long talk with go-

vernor Blount, and the amicable difpofition of the fpanifh

government, have greatly altered the condition of fettlers on
Cumberland river, and made them perfe<Slly happy. Several

thoufands croffed the Cumberland mountain in September,

06lober, and November laft, in detached families, without

a guard, and without danger. The Indians treated them
with kindnefs, vifited their camps at night, and fupplied

them plentifully with venifon.

From Nafhville, on Cumberland river, to Lexington, in

Kentucky, is 190 miles.

From Nafhville to New Orleans the diftance by land is

about 450 miles—the country in general level ; and a good

road might be cut at a fmall expence.

Climate.—The climate in tliis country is very tempe-

rate -, and the experience of ten years aftures us that it is

healthy. The piercing northerly winds that prevail, during

the winter, in the atlantic ftates, feldom moleft. the in-

Jiabitaijts on Cumberland river, for they have no great

mountains
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mountain? to the north or the weftward. The inhabitants

of the atlantic ftates are alfo fubjeded to fudden change?
in the atmofphere, arifing from their vicinity to the orean }

the air that comes from the furface of the fea, efpecially

from the warm gulf-ftream in winter, muft be very
different in its temperature from the air that comes acrofs

.cold and high mountains ; but the great diitance between
the Cumberland fettlers and the ocean, confidering that

many great mountains are intei-pofed, effeftually lecures

them againft the bad effects of thofe fudden changes,

North-eafterly ftorms never reach this country.

Other circumftances prefent themfelves, by vhich we
may account for the remarkable healthinefs of this fettle-

ment. Lime-ftone is common on both fides of Cumber-
land mountain. The bottom of a river on the weft fide

of the mountain is frequently a continued ftratum of this

rock. It is generally known that fmall ftreams of water

are apt to difappear in countries that abound in lime-ftone 5

this is occafioned, doubtlefs, by the great fiftures that arc

common in thofe rocks ; from the fame caufe it probably

arifes, that we feldom find marflies or ftagnant waters wheri
there is much lime-ftone. In this ftate we find no ftagnant

waters ; and this is certainly one of the reafbns why the

inhabitants are not affjidted with thofe bilious and inter-

mitting fevers, which are fo frequent, and often fatal, in

the fame latitude, near the coaft in Carolina. Whether i^

proceeds from the goodnefs of the water, the purity of the

air, the temperature of the climate, or whatever elfe may
have been the caufe, the inhabitants of that country have

certainly been remarkably healthy, ever fince they fettled

on the waters of Cumberland river j whence it appears the

climate is healthy and pleafant.

Men frequently change their habitations in queft of ^
better place •, and the man who can enjoy the greateft de-

gree of health, eafe, and plenty, is generally fuppofed to

have the moft defirable habitation. Keeping this remark

in view, perhaps there are few places that prefent fairer

profpe6ls to the man who is looking for a fettlement. Few
places are more healthy, there is none more fertile ; and

there is hardly any other place in which the farmer can

fupport his family in fuch a degree of affluence. The foil

is not only fertile, but eafily cultivated. Six hogfheads of to-»

bacco for one man does not require more labour than three

hpgiheads in tl^e atlantic ftates ; an^ a difference fimilar

LI 3
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to this appears in every other crop. In the culture of corn

the difference is greater. This circumftance alone would

fecure abundance to the induflrious man ; but we muft alfo

recollect that, in cold climates, the farmer is fhut up or pre-

vented from working feveral months in the year, during

which cold feafon he is confuming his ftores, and his cattle

are making greater deftrudlion. When we confidcr the

quantity of food that muft be laid up for the necelTary fup-

port of ftock in cold climates, we may fairly calculate, that

half of the farmer's time is fpent in making provifion for his

cattle, or in flaeltering himfelf from the weather. In the

ftate of Tenafee cattle at prefent fupport themfelves among
the reeds, pea-vines, rye-grafs, and clover j but when the

progrefs of cultivation fliall have deftroyed the wild range,

it is obvious that the fodder and ftraw obtained from the

ordinary crops, will be more than lufhcient to fupport the

cattle.

Let us reviev."- this account. It is granted that, in cold

climates, more than half of the farmer's time is loft from

labour by intemperate weather, or taken up in working for

the fupport of his cattle ; this gives an odds of two li© one

in favour of the country that has been defcribed. We are

next to recoUeft, that one day's labour in this country pro-

duces more than twice as much grain, or other provifions,

as it produces in common land, and in a northern climate j

this gives another ciiti.rence of two to one, which makes
four to one througI\out the year : but confidering that in-?

durtry, in all countries, bears fome proportion to the ne-

ceflities of the inhabitants, we ihall fuppofe that the farmer

in this territory during the year raifes only twice as much
provilion for his family as he could raife on common land

in a colder climate j and the ditierence, as it refpedts him-
felf, muft be immenfe. In this country he would live in

great affluence, or become rich, by that meafure of induftry

which, in the other fituation, would hardly be fufficient to

the fupport of a miferable life.

People, however, are fcldom contented with the mere
ncce.laries of life. There are certain luxuries which the

progrefs of foclety has taught us to confider as necefiary.

Sugar, coffee, and tea, bthvng to this clafs ; as do fundry

articles of foreign drefs. What is the farmer to fell in the

weftern part of the ftate, that he may be enabled to buy
foreign articles ? He lives at a great diitance from fea : how
is he to be provided with fait ?

It
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It is very remarkable, that the farmer has more ufe for

fah in the weftern country, that in the atlantic ftates.

His cattle, in that country, will not thrive without fait ;

and this is the only thing at prefent he has any occaflon to

give them. It has already been obferved, that lime-ftone

abounds in the weftern country ; this ftone is not found in

the fouthern ftates, until we approach the firft ridge of
mountains, As we travel weftward, we find lead-ore and
falt-fprings in abundance. Does this country abound in

articles that are feldom found in the atlantic ftates, becaufe

it is compofed of the original mother earth ; whereas the

land near the coaft, in the middle and fouthern ftates, is

adventitious ? Be this as it may, the falt-fprings that are

found in every part of the weftern country, afford the ut-

moft relief to the inhabitants, whofe cattle, from the qua-
lity of their food, have more need of fait than thofe who
are nearer the fea. Hitherto the falt-works have not been
judicioufly managed, either at Kentucky or the Cumberland
fettlement ; and yet fait, made from the water of falt-

fprings, may be purchafed for one dollar the bufliel. As
the fource can never fail, and the mode of preparing it is

capable of great improvement, we may reafonably fuppofe

that the average price of fait made on Cumberland river,

will be three-fourths of a dellar the bufhel.

The fettlers have not had much experience of bringing

loaded boats up the Mifiiflippi ; but they calculate, from the

trips they have made, that fait may be freighted from New
Orleans to Nafliville, at rather lefs than three-eighths of a

dollar the buftiel ; and it appears, from fimilar experiments,

that pork, flour, or other produce, may be eaftly taken from
Nalhville to New Orleans at lefs than three-eighths of a

dollar the barrel. Thofe calculations regard the Mifliflippi

in its prefent ftate, with all its circular bendings, the banks

covered with trees, and no part of the upper country fettled ;

but the river, at prefent, is more than double the neceflary

length. From the mouth of the river Ohio to New Or-
leans, the prefent diftance by water is fuppofed to be 1000
miles : the direft diftance is confiderably Ihort of 5oomiles.

Innaviga ting that river we often find places like a horfe-

Ihe, where we do not gain more than a mile by failing or

rowing five miles. Every one of thofe bends may be cut

oft' ata fmall expence. Let a common ditch, three or four

feetdeep, bed ug acrofs thofe necks of land, the roots being

cut away when the river is low, and the next flood, by the

L 1 4 rapidity
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rapidity of theftream through the fhort paffage, will change

the ditch to a navigable channel. An experiment of this

kind has been made with fuccefs, at a place called Point

Coupee. 7 wo great benefits will arife from this procefs

of giving the river a ftraight courfe ; one half of the time

and labour in afcending the river will be faved by fhorten-

ing the diflance. This cafe fuppofes that veflels afcend the

river by the help of oars and poles, without fails, which is

generally the cafe at prefent, becaufe the river is fo crooked,

that no wind can be fair ; but in cafe the chief bendings of

the river fhould be cut off, as a foutherly wind prevails there

for the greater part of the year, every veflel would afcend

by the ufe of fails, and the difficulties of that navigation

would be reduced to a trifle. Confidering what would
be the utmoft expence of tranfporting fait from New Or-

leans to Nafhville, and confidering that Nafliville is 2 or

300 miles by water farther from. New Orleans than fomc
other parts of the territory, and prefuming that a great fhare

of the prefent expence may be faved by practicable improve-

ments in the navigation of the Mifllffippi, we may readily

conclude, that the mere freight of the luxuries of life mufl

be a fmall object to the inhabitants of that territory. As
matters are now circumfl:anced, the navigation of the

^iffiflippi being free % the fettlers on Cumberland river

can take their produce to a fhipping port, at lefs expence

than it can be waggoned 50 miles in any country.

As the country that has been defcribed, is capable of pro-

ducing, in great perfection, every article that grows in the

atlantic fi;ates, there are no leading circumftiances by which
we can pofiibly determine what is likely to be the general

courfe of its trade, or the particular articles in v^'hich its moft
valuable exports will confift:. Iron, lead, pot-afh, pork,

bacon, butter, cheefe, corn, wheat, barley, flax, hemp, rice,

indigo, and cotton, have all been mentioned by different

perfons from that country, as articles of export. Each of

• The treaty lately negotiated with Spain by Mr. Pinckney,

contains fuch indifputable proofs of retiprocity and liberal fenti-

nient, as cannot fail to beget and cherilh confidence and affetftion

in every citizen of tlie United States towards the fpanifh nation.

Such effects of a treaty are more defirable, and perhaps more pro-

fitable to the conceding party, than thofe indignant fentiments that

mud rankle in the breaft of every freeman, who confuiers himfelf

opprefled by unequal terms, that might feem to be dictated by envy,

or the pride of ftrength,

thofc
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thofe articles will Joubtlefs be exported in a greater or lefs

quantity, according to the demand ; but it appears moft pro-

bable, that the inhabitants will make their chief remittances

in tobacco, Ifemp, rice, indigo, and cotton. The low
grounds on the Miffiffippi muft produce great crops of rice;

and it has already been obferved, that the high grounds near
;that river are particularly favourable to the culture of indigo

and cotton. The article laft meniioned muft be a conftant

fource of wealth to the planter, becaufe its value is con-
fiderable when compared with its weight, and it muft be in

conftant demand in foreign markets. It is hardly neceflary

to obferve, that in a country where timber of the beft and
moft durable quality, and aU other materials abound, ne-
ceffary for (hipping, the inhabitants will doubtlefs build fhips

for a diftant market

By tracing the fhort lines which mark the Indian boun-
dary, we difcover, that all the lands on Duck river and Elk
river, as well as on the feveral rivers which run into the

Miffiffippi, continue to be claimed by the Indians ; and
thofe lands are among the beft in that cotintry. It may be

obferved, at the fame time, that all thofe lands are claimed

by the Chickafaws, a fmall tribe of friendly Indians. We
may be affijred, that the government of the United States

will not permit thofe lands to be fettled, without the con-

fent of the Indians; but we muft difco^'^r "^hat the natural

progrefs of things, in a fhort ti:ne, will render a confidera-

ble part of that country, eipecially the lantis on the Miffii^

fippi, uf'^lefs to the Indians, and necelTary to the whites.

Numerous boatmen, paffing up and down the river, will

have frequent occalion to go on ihore 5 they will need re-

frefhipents. Many who go down on rafts or boats, will re-

turn by land ; they will deftroy the game. In a word,

every man who lives on the weftern waters muft be in-

terefted in having fettlements on the Miffiffippi. There
can be little difficulty in making a bargain for a country

that is of great ufe to the whites, and little ufe to the In-

dians. The true intereft of the United States would point

out a price for thofe lands, that would enable the Chicka-

faws to live in a degree of eafe and affluence, which other-

wife they can never expeft. Suppofe the Indians fhould

cede all the lands to the northward of Wolf river j in that

cafe, the amount of the North-Carolina grants being de-

ducted, the United States will have at leaft fix millions of

jicres of good land for fale. Lands of fuch a quality, and
fo
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fo near the fea, will hardly be fold, even by the public, for

lefs than one dollar the acre, while individuals are felling

worfe lands, in worfe fituations, for tv/ice that price» Six

millions of acres, at one dollar, would bring 6,000,000
dollars, by which a debt to that amount mufc be extin-

guifhed, and 360,000 dollars per annum faved to the na-

tional treafury. Suppofe the twentieth part of the money
thus faved, or 18,000 dollars, was paid annually to the

Chickafaws, one half in corn, or other proviJions, at a

iHpulated price, and the other half in clothing ; is it not

obvious that their condition would be greatly mended, and
equally clear that the (late of our finances would be much
improved by fuch a regulation ? It is true, that Indian

lands have commonly been obtained on terms much lefs

profitable to the Indians, and more expenfive to the whites ;

but it may be prelumed that experience will teach us to

forfake the old plan, fince it is neither recommended by the

diftates of humanity nor the rules of economy.
Such is the territory fouth of the Ohio. The eaflerndi-

vifion, as we have obferved, is compofed of fmall moun-
tains and vallies, which are extended in the direction of

the rivers. There is no plain, or track of arable land,

of any confiderable width, in that fettlement ; but the val-

lies are generally fertile. In the great weftern divifion,

there is not a fingle eminence or ridge, that claims the name
of a mountain. This country, neverthelefs, is fufficicntly

diverfified- by rifing ground, and bears no refemblance to

the continued plain, which is found near the coaft, in the

middle and fouthern ftates. The rich lands near Cumberland
river are conuderably broken by knobs or -fhort hills ; but

thofe hills have lime-llone for their bafis, and are fertile and

fit for cultivation to the very top. Streams that run in op-

pofite directions are uniformly divided by rifing ground,

and fome of the ridges are confiderably elevated ; but tliey

are generally coTcred with good foil, and are feldom too

fteep for the plough. There are two remarkable ridges,

or broken tracts, in that country, of confiderable dimenfions,

wliich are not included in the above dei'cription j for they

arc ilony or barren in many places. The firfi: of thofe

ridges divides the waters of Cumberland river from thofe

of the Tenafee ; it is broad as it approaches the foot of

Cumberland mountain, or rather diverfified in that part by

alternate hills and plains ; but the plains, being chiefly with-

out timber, are called barrens. Tlie fccond remarkable

tra(5t
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tract of broken or barren land, begins near the mouth of

Tenafee, dividing the waters of that river from thofe of the

Mlffiffippi, and exterding foutherly towards the Chicka-

faw towns. The fmall rivers that run into the Miffiflippi,

have their heads in this ridge. It is, in fome parts, above

20 miles broad, riling at the very margin of the Tenafee.

It is covered with long grafs, having little or no timber, ex-

cept a fmall growth on the watercourfes, which are nume-
rous.

The territory weft of Cumberland mountain has been

ftated at fifteen millions of acres ; but this calculation leaves

eight millions for the Holfton fettlement, which is certainly

too much. The amount that may remain for falo on that

fide of the mountain, has, in round numbers, been ftated

at fix millions ; but the quantity, in all probability, will be

confiderably greater, without including the great tra6t of

vacant land fouth of the Frenchbroad, nor the confiderabie

trafts of arable land that are found in Cumberland moun-
tain, nor thofe in the Cumberland barrens, fo called, where

the land, though v/ithout timber, is frequently very good ;

the Indians formerly, in burning the long grafs, muit have

deftroyed the trees.

It is probable that all the lands to the northward of the

great bend of the Tenafee, may hereafter be joined to thofe

ceded by North-Carolina, fo as to form one fl:ate ; fuch a

ftate would have a natural boundary ; and when we confider

that the Creeks and Cha»Slaws live to the fouthward, who
are numerous nations, together with the Chickafaws, we
fhall be apt to mark the latitude of the fouth bend, for a

long feries of years, as our fouthern boundary for the pur-

pofe of fettlement.

The reader has been informed, that the foil, climate, and

produdlions, of the country on the weftern waters, are

different from thofe in the atlantic ftates ; and it has been

intimated, that the whole face of nature in that* country

bears a different appearance. Obfervations concerning

things that are new or uncommon, fhould be made and re-

ceived with caution ; but the reader cannot fail to realize

the narrative, if he takes the trouble of recollefting two or

three remarkable fadls, to which reference has already been

had.

In the atlantic ftates, the ftrata of lime-flone are broken,

and inclined confiderably to the horizon, being, at a me-
dium, nearly parallel to the axis of the earth. In the weft-

ern
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ern country, the ftrata are conftantly found parallel to the
horizon.

In the atlantic ftates, falt-fprings are feldom or never
found. In the weftern country they abound in every part.

In the atlantic ftates, pit-coal is very fcarce, and is ob-
tained with difficulty. Jn the weftern country, it is common,
and frequently appears within a few feet of the furface.

One of thofe countries mull have fuffered prodigious cour
vulfions

5 the other may be fuppofed to retain more of its

original form. Is it at all furprifmg, that a country, fo dif-

ferent in its ftrucSture, its appearance, and eflential qualities,

fliould produce more plentiful crops, or that it fhould engage
a poniiderable degree of public attention ?

A fliort defcription of the fouth-weftern territory, in a letter

from a refident there, dated July 1795 *.

THE territory of the United States, fouth of the river

Ohio, is that tracl of country lituate between 35 and 36^
degrees north Isilitude, being bounded on the north by
Kentucky, on the fouth by Georgia, pn the eaft by North-
Carolina, and on the weft by the river Miffiilippi. It was
originally part of North-Carolina, but was ceded to the

United States in the year 1789; the Cumberland country

and fettlements are included in its limits, all together forming

an extent of country of not lefs than 500 miles in length
i its

width about 105 miles. ,

The natural advantages which this temperate climate poC-

feftes, exceed thofe of any other part of the United States^

or perhaps of the world. A circumftance peculiar to thi^

country is, that the foil will yield all the produftions com-
mon to both the northern and fouthern climates : here iti s

cuftomary to fee in the fame field, or fields contiguous to

each other, wheat, Indian corn, rye, barley, rice, tobacco,

Jiemp, indigo, cotton, and every kind of vegetable, growing

to the greatcrt perfection. Perfons who have feen this coun-

try, and who have been accuftomed to the cultivation of

vines, lay that there is no doubt but that it will be extreme-r

ly produ£live of wine, whenever it becomes fufficiently po-

pulated to make it proper to attend to that objeft •, and it is

probable th;it the time is not far diftant, when population

will have made fiith advances as to enable the people to att

* From the Philadelphia gazette of ©ft. i n, *795.
tend



StATE Ot TENASEE. 525'

tend to the raliing thofe articles which will be rrioft proper

for exportation : it is generally well known with what ra-

pidity the ftate of Kentucky has been peopled fmce it became
an independent government. This territory has alfo taken

fteps to become a feparate ftate, and will, in the courfe of a

few months, be admitted into the union as a ftate, there being

no doubt, from the prodigious emigration which has lately

taken place, that under the conftitution they will be entitled

to become a feparate ftate whenever they choofe. The
bounds of this letter do not admit of a detail of the many
inftances of the rapid population of this country: fuffice it

to fay, that Knoxville, the prefent feat of the territorial go-

vernment, not more than three years fince was a wood, in

which a blockhoufe neceffary to repel indian invafions was
created fince ; which time, a town has grown up here, confift-

ing of from2 to 300 houfes, inhabited byagreat number of re-

fpeftable families ; and although it is not more than two years

fince the Indians appeared at leaft 1000 ftrong before this

town, fuch has fince been the progrefs of population, that

many wealthy andrefpe(ftable families have now fet down with

the greateft fafety from 30 to 40 miles nearer the Indian

boundary ; and it is already contemplated to remove the feat

of government to a more central fituation of the territory,

30 miles from Knoxville, on the banks of the Tenafee. To
a perfon who obferves the migration to this country, it ap-

pears as if North and South Carolina, and Georgia, were

emptying thcmfelves into it. It is not unfrequent to fee

from 2 to 300 people in a body coming from thofe fouthern

climates, opprefled with difeafes, to revive and enjoy health

in this falubrious air. From the northern ftates the emigra-

tion here has been little or none : the greater faciHty of re-

moving families down the Ohio to Kentucky, is one reafon

of it ; and the intercourfe of the inhabitants of it v/ith the

northern people being very fmall, and of courfe no oppor-

tunity of their becoming acquainted with its merits, is ano-

ther; but then there is no doubt that the fouth-vveftern pof-

felTes many advantages over Kentucky, or the territory north-

weft of the Ohio. One advantage is the abundant fupplies

of water from the beft fprings, that are to be found difperfed

all over the face of this country ; many of them large

enough, at their very fources, to turn a mill conftrudled

for the purpofes of grinding or other manufaftures. The
circumftance of this being as well watered a country as any in

the world, added to the general temperature of the air, are

fup-
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luppofed to be the real caufes of the inhabitants enjoying a

greater degree of heahh, than in any other pan of Ame-
rica.

So great are the natural advantages of water in this coun-

try, that it is alTerted with truth, there is not a fpot in it 20
miles diftant from a boatable navigation, from whence the

farmer, planter, or manufacturer, may with cheapnefs, fafety,

and eafe, convey his different articles for foreign markets,

down the great river Tenafee, or Cimiberland, into the

Ohio and Mifliffippi, and thence to New Orleans. The face

of this country may be faid to be generally irregular : except

on the river bottoms, we find no land entirely level ; but

fince lands have become valuable, and the mofl: hilly parts,

as well as the river bottoms, are peopling, the hills and
worft-looking lands produce not lefs than 30 to 49 bufhels

of Indian corn to the acre ; and although the bottoms will

produce more than double as much indian corn, the uplands

are found beft adapted to the growth of fmall grain ; what
time may do by reducing thofe lands, and thereby rendering

them more lit for railing of wheat, rye, &c. is yet to be ex-

perienced ^ but little or no alteration has been difcovered in

the foil by a few years cultivation. This country cannot but

be confidered as offering a welcome to the emigrant ; oh his

arrival in it, evert in the^saoft inclement feafon of the year,

he can eafily, with his own hands, let him be ever fo bad
an artificer, ereft a building entirely fufficient to repel all

the evils which are here felt from the weather : his cattle

are fupported from the fpontaneous growth of the fields and
woods, which afford an excellent range, even in the coldeft

feafon.

So great is the fertility of the foil, that the inhabitants

with little labour raife thrice as much grain as fupplies their

families, and the balance is hofpitably given up to the emi-

grant, or thofe who from accident have been deprived of

fuftenance. Here there is not the fame neceffity to fecure

yourfelf in your houfe from the invafion of the winds; for

they are harmlefs, and do not poffcfs the injurious qualities

of thofe experienced in the atlantic flates. Here are no
fudden changes from heat to cold, effcdled by the different

directions of the winds ; but the inhabitants are equally fe-

cured from the cold chilling blafts of the north-wett and
north-eaft winds, as from the warm relaxing breezes of the

fouth. The ftate of the air is only materially affedted by the

gradual approach or departure of the fun ; in Hiort, the

hand
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hand of nature has placed its firft bleffings on tliisland, and
proclaimed that, whoever be the inhabitants, they muft be

happy and independent. There is not a neceflary, and but

few luxuries of life, which cannot bere be attained with

eafe. Salt, fugar, iron, lead, faltpetre, copperas, &c. abound '

everywhere. In this climate the fyftem of nature feems to

be in its higheft vigour; and there is no neceflary production

of the earth, fea, or air, proper for the comfort of man,
that is not found here.

The modes of getting titles to lands have been various

here. At the time North-Carolina ceded to congrefs this

territory, they referved the right of ftill laying on its lands

all warrants tlien ilTued, which warrants are now all appro-

priated ; and as there is a great deal more land in this terri-

tory than they could cover, it is probable they have been

laid on the beft, particularly as there is fcarcely any annoy-

ance met with by the white people from the Indians ; and

the country has therefore been freely explored. For the

lands on which the warrants have been laid, North-Carolina

has ifTued patents agreeable to the ceffion z£t. Another

mode lately adopted, of obtaining a prior claim to lands in

this country, is by a furvey and location, which, there is no

doubt, will give a priority of entry in the United States'

land office, when opened ; which, I am told, will be the

cafe at the next feffion of congrefs : and, if the form of

the bill I have feen ihould be adopted, it will give a perfon

in Philadelphia the fame opportunity of confirming and

completing a title to the lands under thefe furyeys that the

people refident in this country have. Another mode which

has been fuppofed to fecure a right to land is, that people

have fet down on the lands which they like beft, that were

not before appropriated, and expect to be allowed a right of

pre-emption ; but this is fuppofed to be the worft kind of

claim, as they have never paid any confideration for them ;

and for the furveys and locations the furveyor general's and

other fees have been paid.

The city of Columbia, the new capital of the ftate of

South-Carolina, in America, is finifhed, and the feat of go-

vernment has been removed there from Charlefton. The
new city of Raleigh, intended for the capital of the ftate of

North-Carolina, is in great forwardnefs. The ftate edifices

are all built, and the feat of government is fhortly to be re-

moved there from Nev/bern. The city of Louifville, the

new capital of the ftats of Georgia, is completed. The le-

giflature
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giflature held their firft feffion there lafl: year. The city of

Knoxville is appointed to be the capital of the new ftatc of

Tenafce.

Gonftitution oftheftate of Tenafee, unanimoufly ef^abllfhed

in convention at Knoxville, on the lixth day of February,

1796.

We, the people of the territorr of the United States fouth of

the river Ohio, having the right of admiflion into the general go-

vernment as a member Itate thereof, confiftent with the conftitution

of'the United States, and the aft of ceffion of the ftate of North-Ca-

rolina, recognizing the ordinance for the government of the terri-

tory of the United States north-weft of the river Ohio, do ordain

and eftablifh the following conftitution, or form of government:

and do mutually agree with each other to form ourfelves into a tree

and independent ftate, by the name of the ftate of Tenafee.

ARTICLE I.

Se<5l. I. The legiflative authority of this ftate fhall be

vefted in a general aflembly, which fhall conlift of a fenate

and houfe of reprefentatives, both dependent on the people.

Seft. 2. Within three years after the firft meeting of the

general alTembly, and within every fubfcquent term of feven

years, an enumeration of the taxable inhabitants Ihall be

made in fuch manner as fliall be direfted by law ; the num-
ber of reprefentatives (hall, at the feveral periods of making

fuch enumeration, be fixed by the legiflature, and apportion-

ed among the feveral counties, according to the number of

taxable inhabitants in each ; and ihall never be lefs than 22,

nor greater than 26, until the number of taxable inha-

bitants be 40,000 ; and after that event, at fuch ratio

that the whole number of reprefentatives fhall never ex-

ceed 40.

Sedl. 3. The number of fetiators fliall, at the feveral pe-

riods of making the enumeration before mentioned, be fixed

by the legiflature, and apportioned among the diftridls, form-

ed as hereinafter directed, according to the number of

taxable inhabitants in each, and fliall never be lefs than one-

third, nor more than one half of the number of reprefenta-

tives.

Se<^. 4 The fenators fhall be chofen by diftrid^s, \o be

forced
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formed by the legiflature, each diftricl containing fuch a-

pumber of taxable inhabitants, as fhall be entitled to ele<ft

not more than three fenators. When a dill:ri£l fhall be com-
pofed of two or more counties, they (hall be adjoining, and
no county (hall be divided in forming a ditlridl.

Se6l. 5. The firft election for fenators and reprefentatives

fhali commence on thefecond Thurfday of March next, and
Ihali continue for that and the fucceeding day ; and the
next eleftion fhall commence on the firft Thurfday of Auguft

1797, and fliall continue on that and the fucceeding day ;

and for ever after, elections {hall be held once in two years,

commencing on the firft Thurfday in Auguft and terminat--

ing the fucceeding day.

Se£l. 6. The firft fefllon of the general aflembly fliall com-
mence on the laft Monday of March next ; the fecond on
the third Monday of September 1797 : and for ever after,

the general aflembly fliall meet on the third Monday of

September next enfuing the then election, and at no other

period, unlefs as provided for by this conftitution.

Se6t, 7. That no perfon fhall be eligible to a feat in the

general aflembly unlefs he fhall have refided three years ia

the ftate, and one year in the county immediately preceding

the eleftion, and fhall polTefs in his own right in the county

which he reprefents, not lefs than 200 acres of land, and
fhall have attained to the age of 21 years,

Se6t. 8. The fenate and houfe of reprefentatives, when
aflembled, fhall each choofe a fpeaker and its other officers,

be judges of the qualifications and elections of its members,
and fit upon its own adjournments from day to day. Two
thirds of each houfe fhall conftitute a quorum to do bufinefs;

but a fmaller number may adjourn from day to day, and

may be authorifed by law to compel the attendance of ab-

fent members.
Se£l. 9. Each houfe may determine the rules of its pro-

ceedings, punifh its members for diforderly behaviour, and
with the concurrence of two thirds, expel a member, but

not a fecond tiaie for the fame offence, and fhall have

all other powers neceflTary for the legiflature of a free

ftate.

Sect. 10. Senators and reprefentatives fhall in all cafes,

except treafon, felony, or breach of the peace, be privileged

from arreft during the feffion of the general afl^embly and

in going to and returning from the famej and for any

fpeech or debate in either houfe they fhall not be queftioned

in any other place.

Mm Sea.
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Seft. 1.1. Each houfe may punifli, by impriforimcnt', dnr-

ing their feflion, any perfon, not a member, who fhall be

guilty of difrefpeft to the houfe, by any diforderly or con-

temptuous behaviour in their prefence.

Se6l. 12. When vacancies happen in cither houfe, the go-

vernor for the time being fhall iflue writs of ele<^\i»n to

fill fuch vacancies.

Seft. 13. Neither hou^ fhall, during their fefllon, adjourn

without confent of the other, for more than three days, nor
to any other place than that in which the two houfes fliall

be fitting.

Seft. 14. Bills may originate in either houfe, but may be
amended, altered, or rejefted by the other.

Se£l. 15. Every bill fliall be read three times, on three,

different days in each houfe, and be figned by the refpec-

tive fpeakers before it becomes a law.

Seit, 16. After a bill has been reje£led, no bill containing^

the fame fubilance, fliall be paffed into a law during the

fame fefhon.

Seel. 17. The flyle of the laws of this flate fhall be. Be
it enacted by the general alTembly of the fVate of Tenafee.

Se6t. 18. Each houfe fhall keep a journal of its proceed-

ings, and publifh them, except fuch parts as. the welfare of

the ftate may require to be kept fecret. And the yeas and

nays of the members on any queftion, fhall, at the requefi;

of any two of them, be entered on the journals.

Sedi. 19. The doors of each houfe, and committees of the

whole, fhall be kept open, unlefs when the bufinefs fliall be

fuch as ought to be kept fecret.

Seel. 20. The legiflature of this flate fliall not allow the

following ofhcers of government greater annual lalarics thaa

as follows, until the year i 804 ; to wit.

The governor not more than 750 dollars.

The judges of the fuperior courts, not more than 6©» dol-

lars each.

The fecretary not more than 400 dollars.

The treafurer or treafurers not more than four per cent,

for receiving and paying out all monies.

The attorney or attornies for the ftate fliall receive a com-

penfation for their fervices, not exceeding 50 dollars for

each fuperior court which he fhall attend.

No member of the legiflature fhall receive more than one

<ioilar and 75 cents per day, nor more for every 25 miles he

fhall travel in going to and returning from the general af-

1«mbly.
Sea.
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Se£l, 21. No money fhall be drawn from the treafury,

but In confequence of appropriations made by law.

Sedl. 22. No perfon who heretofore hath been, or here-

after may be, a collector 0/ holder of public monies, fhall

have a feat in either houfe of the general aflembly, until fuch

perfon Ihall have accounted for, and paid into the treafury,

all fums for which he may be accountable or liable.

Seel. 23. No judge of any court of law or equity, fecretary

bf ftate, attorney general, regifter, clerk of any court of

record, or perfon holding any office under the authority of

the United States, fball have a feat in the general affembly ;

nor fhall any perfon, in this Hate, hold more than one lu-

crative office at one and the fame time ;
provided, that no

appointment in the militia or to the office of a juftice of the

peace, fliall be confidered as a lucrative office.

Se<fl. 24. No member of the general affembly fhall be eli-

gible to any office or place of truft, except to the office of a

juftice bf the peace, or truftee of any literary inftitution.

Where the power of appointment to fuch office or place of

'truft is vefted in their own body.

Se6l. 25. Any member of either houfe of the general af^

fembly ftiall have liberty to diffent from, and proteft againft,

any a6t or refolve which he may think injurious to the pub-

lic, or any individual, and have the reafons of his diffent

entered on the journals.

Se<Sl. 26. All lands liable to taxation in this ftate, held by-

deed, grant, or entry, fliall be taxed equal and uniform, in

fuch manner that no 100 acres fliall be taxed higher than

another, except town lots, which fliall not be taxed higher

than 200 acres of land each ; no free man fliall be taxed

higher than 100 acres, and no flave higher than 200 acres

on each poll.

Sedl. 27. No article manufactured of the produce of this

ftate, fliall be taxed otherwife than to pay infpe£lion fees.

ARTICLE II.

Se£l. I. The fupreme executive power of this ftate fliall

be vefted in a governor.

Seft. 2. The governor fliall be chofen by the eleClors of

the members of the general affembly, at the times and

places where they fliall refpe£tively vote for the members

thereof. The returns of every election for governor fliall

be fealed up, and tranfmitted to the feat of government,

by the returning officers, directed to the fpeaker of the

M m 2 fenate.
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fenate, vdw {Rail open and puHIfh them in the prefence of

a majority of the members of each houfe of the general zC-

fembly. The perfon having the higheft number of votes

fhall be governor ; but if two or more fhall be equal, and
higheft in votes, one of them fhall be chofen governor by
joint ballot of both houfes of the general alTcmbly. Con-
tefted eledlions for governor fhall be determined by both

iioufes of the general afTembly, in fuch manner as fhall be

prefcribed by law.

Se£l. 3. He fhall be at lealt 25 years of age, and poflefs

a freehold eflate of 500 acres of land, and have been a

citizen or inhabitant of this flate four years next before his

eleftion, unlefs he fhall have been abfent on the public bu-

finefs of the United States, or of this ftate.

Se6l. 4. The firfl governor fhall hold his ofRce until tht

fourth Tuefdsy of September 1797, and uHtil another go-

vernor fhall be elefted and qualified to office j and for ever

after, the governor fhall hold his office for the term of two
years, and until another governor fhall be elefled and qua-

lified ; but fhall not be eligible more than fix years in any

term of eight.

Se£l. 5. He fliall be commander in chief of the army a»d
navy of this ftate, and of the militia, except when they

fhall be called into the fevvice of the United States.

Seft. 6. He fhall have power to grant reprieves and par-

dons, after conviction, except in cafes of impeachment.

Se£l. 7. He fhall, at ftated times, receive a compcnfation

for his fervices, which fhall :not be increafed or diminiflied

during the period for which he fhall have been elected.

Seft. 8. He may require information, in writing, from

the ofHcers in the executive department, upon any fubje£t

relating to the duties of their refpedlive ofHces.

Seft. 9. He may, on extraordinary occafions, convene the

general afTembly by proclamation, and fhall ftate to them,

when afTembled, the purpofe for which they fhall have

been convened.

Seft. 10. He fhall take care that the laws fhall be faith-

fully executed.

Sedl. II. He fliall, from time to time, give to the ge-

neral alfembly information of the ftate of the government,^

and recommend to their confideration fuch meafures as he

fhall judge expedient.

Se£t. 12. In cafe of his death, or refignation, or removal

from office, the fpeaker of the fenate fhall exercife the

office
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office of governor until another governor fhall be duly qua-
lified.

Sedl. 13. 1^0 member of congrefs, or perfon holding any
office under the U.nited States, or this ftate, fliall execute
xhe office of governor.

Seft. 14. When any officer, the right of whofe appoint-

jnent is by this conftitution veiled in the general alTembly,

/hall, during the recefs, die, or his office by other means
become vacant, the governor fhall have power to fiU up
4uch vacancy by granting a temporary commiiTicn, which
ihall expire at the end of the ne3ft leffion of the legiflature.

Se£l. 15. There fhall be a feal of this ftate which fhall

be kept by the governor, and ufed by him officially, an4
,ihall be called the great feal of the flate of Tenafee.

Se£l. 16. AH grants and commiffions fhall be in the n?me
and by the authority of the ftate of Tenafee, be fealed.

with the ftate feal, and figned by the governor.

Sedl. 17. A fecretary of this ftate fhall be appointed and
commiffioned du'-ing the term of -four years. He fhall

^eep a fair regifter of all the official aiSts and proceedings of

the governor.; and fhall, when required, lay the fame, and
all papers, minutes, and vouchers, relative thereto, before

the general afTsmbly, and fhall perform fuch other duties

as fhall be enjoined him by law.

ARTICLE in.

Se£t. I. Every freeman of the age of 21 y^s and up-

wards, pofTeffing a freehold in the county wherein he may
vote, and being an inhabitant of this ftate, and every free

jnan, being an inhabitant of any one county in the flate fix

months immediately preceding the day of eledtion, fhall be

entitled to vote for members of the general afTembly, for

{the county in which he fhall refide.

8e6t. 2 Ele(5torb fhall in all cafes, except treafon, felony,

or breach oi the peace, be privileged from arrefl during

their attendance at ele^^ions, and in going to and feturning

from them.

Sect. 3. All eleaions fhall be by balloj.

ARTICLE IV,

Seft. I. The houfe of reprefent^tiyes fhall have the fole

power of impeachment.
Sedt. z. Ail impeachments fhall be tried by the fenate.

When fitting for that purpofe, the fenatorf fhall be upon

each or affirmation,
' M^3 s?a.
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Se<n:. 3. No perfon fhall be convi£led, without the con-

currence of two thirds of the members of the whole houfe.

SeiV. 4. The governor, and all civil officers under this

flate, fliall be liable to impeachment for any mifdemeanour

in office; but judgment, jn fuch cafes, (hall not ex end.

further than to removal from office, and difqualification to

hold any office of honour, truft, or profit, under this ftate.

The party (hall, neverthelefs, in all cafes be liable to indicl-

ment, trial, judgment, and punifliment, according to law.

ARTICLE V.

ScO:, I. The judicial power of the ftate fliall be vefled '\r\

fuch fuperior and inferior courts of law and equity, as thq

legiflature fliall, from time to time, diredl and eftablifli.

Se(ft 2. The general afTembly fliall by joint ballot of
both houfes appoint judges of the feveral courts of lav/

and equity, alfo an attorney or attornies for the ftate, who
ihall hold their refpeclive offices during good behaviour.

Seft. 3. The judges of the fuperior court fliall, at fliated

times, receive a compenfation for their fervices, to be af-

certained by law ; but fliall not be allowed any fees or per-

quifites of office, nor fliall they hold any other office of

truft or profit under this ftate, or the United States.

Se£t. 4. The judges of the fuperior courts fliall be

juftices of oyer and terminer and general gaol dehvery,

throughout the ftate.

Sedl. 5. The judges of the fuperior and inferior courts

fhall not charge juries with refpeft to mattei^s of fadl, but

may ftate the teftimony and declare the law.

StSi. 6. The judges of the fuperior courts fliall have

power, in' all civil tafes, to ilTue writs of certiorari, to re-

move any caufe, or a tranfcript thereof, from any inferior

court of record into the fuperior, on Sufficient caufe fup-

ported by oath or affirmation.

Se&i. 7. The judges or juftices of the inferior courts of

law, fliall have power, in all civil cafes, to ifluc writs of

certiorari, to remove any caufe, or a tranfcript thereof,

from any inferior jurifdiction into their court, on fufficient

caufe, fupported by oath or affirmation.

Se£l. 8. No judge Ihall fit on the trial of any caufe where

the parties fliall be connected with him by aflniity or cori-

fanguinjty, except by conlent of parties. In cafe all the

judges of the fuperior court fliall be interefted in the event

of any caufe, or related to all or eitlier" of the parties, fhc

governor
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.governor of the ftate fhall in fuch cafe fpecially commiiEon
three men, of law knowledge, for the determination thereof.

Sedt. 9. All writs and other procefs fliall run. In thie

name of the ftate of Tenafee ; and bear teft, and be figned

jby the refpedlive clerks. Indidlments fliall conclude, Againft

the peace and dignity of the ftate.

Se6l. 10. Each court ftiall appoint it-s own clerk, who
m^y hold his oftice during good behaviour.

Sedt. II. No fine fhall be laid on any citizen of this

ftate, that fliall exceed 50 dollars, unlefs it fliall be afTeffed

by a jury of his peers, who fliall affefs the fine at the time
they find the fadl, if they find the fine ought to be more
than 50 dollars.

Sedt. 12- There fliall be juftices of the peace appointed

for each county, not exoeeding two for each captain's com-
pany, except for the company which includes the county

town, which fliall not exceed three, who fliall hold thdr
offices during good behaviour.

ARTICLE VI.

Se6l. I. There fliall be appointed in each county, by the
county court, one ftieriff", one coroner, one truftee, and a.

fufficient njimber of conftzbles, who -fhall hold their ofiices

for two years. They fhall alfo have power to appoint one
reglfter and ranger for the county, who fliall hold their

ofiices during good behaviour. The ftieriff and coroner

fliall be commiffioned by the governor.

Se^. 2. There Ihall be a treafurer or treafurers appoint-

ed for the ftate, who fliall hold his or their offices for tw/j

years.

Se£t. 3. The appointment of all officers not otherwife

directed by this conftitution> fliali be vefted in the legifla-^

ture.

ARTICLE VII.

Se£l. I. Captains, fubalterns, and non-commiilioned of-

ficers, fliall be eledled by thofe citizens in their refpedtivc

jliftrifts who are fubjeft to military duty.

Sedt. 2. All field-officers of the militia fliall be ele(fVed

by thofe citizens in their refpedtive counties who are fubjeft

to military duty.

Sect. 3. Brigadiers-general fliall be elected by the field-

pfficer of their refpe(Stive brigades.

Seel. 4. Majors-general fliall be ele£led by the brigadiers

5jnd field-officers of the relpeftive divifions,

Mm 4 Se^,
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Se^. 5. The governor fliall appoint the adjutant-general;

the majors-general fliall appoint their aids j the brigadiers-

general fliall appoint their brigade majors, and the com-
manding officers of regiments their adjutants and quarter-

mafters. ,
.

Seft. 6, The captains and the fubalterns of the cavalry

fliall be appointed by the troops enrolled in their refpeftive

companies ; and the field-officers of the diftrift fliall be ap-

pointed by the faid captains and fubalterns
;
provided, that

whenever any new county" is laid off, the field-officers of th6

faid cavalry fliall appoint the captain and other officers there-

in, ^ro tempore, until the company is filled up and completed „_

at which time the eledlon of the captains and fubalterns fliall

take plnce as aforefaid. ,,

Se6l. 7 The' kg'flature fliall pafs laws, exempting citi-

zens belor^^ing to any feft or denomination of religion, the

tenets of which are known to be oppofed to the bearing of

arms, Lorn attending private and general mufters.

A' TICLE VIII.

tSect. I. Whereas the minifters of the gofpel are, by
their profefiions, dedicated to God and the care of fouls^

and ought not to be diverted from the great duties of theic

£un£lions ; therefore no minifter of the gofpel, or prieft of

any denomination whatever, fliall be eligible t© a feat in

cither houfe of the legiflature. ,
• ;

Se(5l, 2 No perfon who denies the being of God, or ^

future ftate of rewards and punifhments, fliall hold ai.y

office in the civil department of this ftate. . .

ARTICLE IX.

Se£\i. I. That every perfon, who fliall be chofen or ap-

pointed to atiy office of truft or profit, fliall, before enter-

ing on the execution thereof, take an oath to fupport the

conftitution of th-s ftate, and alfo an oath of office,

Seft. 2. Th.tt each member of the fenate and houfe of

reprefentatives Ihall, before they proceed to bufinefs, take

an oath or affirmation to fupport the conftitution of this

ftate, and alfo the following oath:
*» I A. B. <Jo folemnly fwcar (or affirm) that, as a member

of this general aflembly, I will in all appointments vote

without favour, affedlion, partiality, or prejudice j and that

I will not propofe or afi'cnt to any bill, vote, or refolution,

which fliall appear to me injurious to the people, or con-

- . fent
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fent to any z£i or thing whatever, that fliall liave a tend-

ency to lelfcn or abridge their rights and privileges, as de-

clared by the conltitution of this ftate."

• Seft. 3. Any eleftor who (hdU receive any gift or reward

for his voce, in meat, 'drink, money, or ot;herwife, fhall

'fufTer fucli punifhment as the laws fliall direft. And any
perfon who fhall dire^ly or indireftly give, promife, or be-

ftow any fuch reward to be eie^led, fhall thereby be j-eri-

dered incapable, for two years, to ferve in the office for

T/hich he was elected, and be fubjedl to fuch further punifl^-

ment as the legiflature ihali direcl.

' Sedt. 4. No new county Ihall be eflablifhed by the ge-

neral alTembly, which fhall I'educe the county or counties,

or either of them, from which it fnall be taken, to a lefs

content than 625 fquare miles. Nor ihall any new county

be laid off, of lefs contents. All new counties, as to the

right of fuffrage and reprefeniation, fliall be confidered as a

part of the county or counties from which it was taken, un-

til cn'i.cd by numbers to the right of reprefentation. No
bill ih-ili be palTecl into a law, for the eftablifhment of a nevF

couniv, excepi- upon a petition to the general aiTembly for

that purpofe, figned by 200 of the free male inhabitants

within the limits or bounds of fuch new county prayed to

be laid off, <

' ARTICLE X.

Seft. I. Knoxville fhall be the feat of government, until

the year 1802.
' Sedl. 2. All laws and ordinances now in force and ufe in

this territory, not inconfiftent with this conltitution, fhall

Continue to be in force and ufe in this ftate, until they fhall

expire, be altered, or repealed by the legiflature.

Seft. 3.' That whenever two thirds 6f the general aflem-

bly fhall think it necelTiiry to amend or change this conflitu-

tion, they fhall recommend to the ele(Sl6rs, at the next

eleflioh for members to the general aiTembly, to vote for or

againfl a convention j and if it fliall appear that a majority

of all the citizens of the llate, voting for reprefentatives,

have voted for a convention, the general aiTembly fliail, at

their next fefHon, call a convention, to conlill of as many
inembers as there be in the general aiTembly, to be chofen
in the fame manner, at the fame place, and by the fame
electors that chofe the general aflembly, who fhall meet
within three months after the faid eledlion, for the purpofe

. cf reviling, amending, or changing the conltitution,

•'•
' •

.. ' . . 'Sea.
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Sect. 4. The declaration of rights hereto annexed, is de-

clared to be a part of the conftitution of this ftate, and Ihali

never be violated on any pretence whatever. And to guard

againft tranfgrefiions of the high powers which we have

delegated, we declare, that every thing in the bill of rights

contained, and every other right not hereby delegated, is

excepted out of the general powejrs of government, and

ihall for ever remain inviolate.

ARTICLE XI.

Declaration of rights.

1. That all power is inherent in the people, and all free

governments are founded on their authority, and inftituted

for their peace, fafety, and happinefs : for the advancement

of thofe ends, they have at all times an unalienable and in-

defealible right to alter, reform, or abolifh the govern-

ment in fuch manner as they may think proper.

IJ. That government being inftituted for the common be-

nefit, the dodlrine of non-reliftance againft arbitrary po\ve;'

and oppreilion is abfurd,^ flavifli, and deftruftiye to the

good and happinefs of mankind.
Ill: That all men have a natural 9nd indefeafible right to

TV'orfhip Almighty God according to the diftates of their

own confciences ; that no man can of right be compelled to

attend, ereft, or fupport any place of worlhip^ or to main-

tain any miniftry againft his confent ; that no human autho-

rity can in any cafe whatever control or interfere with the

rights of confcience ; and that no preference fhall ever be

given by law to any religious eftablifhments or modes of

worfhip.

IV. That no religious teft fhall ever be required as a qua-

lification to any office or public truft under this ftate.

V. That ele<Slion fhall be free and equal.

VI. That the right of trial by jury fhall remain inviolate,

VII. That the people Oiall be fecure in their pcrfons,

houfes, papers, and pofTeflions, from unreafonable iearches

and feizurcs ; and that general warrants, whereby an ofhcer

may be commanded to fearch fufpe^led places, without evi-

dence of the »a6t committed, or to fei2:e any perfon or per-

fons not named, whofe oiTences are not particularly dp-

fcribed and fupported by evidence, are dangerous to liberty,

and ought not to be granted.

VIII. That no freeman ftiall be taken, or imprifoncd, or

difTeized of his irc^ho\<^, liberties or privileges^ ox outlaweJ,
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or exiled, or in any manner deftroyed, or deprived of his

life, liberty, or property, but by the judgment of his peers,

or the law of the land

.

IX. That in all criminal profecutions the accufed hath a
right to be heard by himfelf and his counfel, to demand the
nature and caufe of the accufation againft him, and to have
a copy thereof; to meet the witneffes face to face ; to have
compulfory procefs for obtaining witneffes in his favour ;

and in profecutions by indiftment, or prefentment, a fpeedy
public trial, by an impartial jury of the county or diftrift in

virhich the crime fhall have been committed ; and fhall not
be compelled to give evidence againft hlmfelf.

X. That no perfon fliall, for the fame offence, be twice

put in jeopardy of life or limb.

XI. i hat laws made for the punifhment of fa£ls com-
mitted previous to the exiftence of fnch laws, and by them
Otily made criminal, are contrary to the principles of a free

government; wherefore no ex poft faelo law fhall be made,
XII. That no conviction fhall work corruption of blood,

or forfeiture of eftate.—The eflate of fuch perfons as fliall

deftroy their own lives, Ihall defcend or veft as in cafe of
natural death. If any perfon be killed by cafualty, there

fhall be no forfeiture in confequence thereof.

XIII. That no perfon arrefted, or confined in gaol, fhall

be treated with unneceiTary rigour,

XIV. That no freeman fhall be put to anfwer any crimi-

nal charge, but by prefentment, indidtment, or impeach-
ment.
XV. That all prifoners fhall be bailable by fufficient

fureties, unlefs for capital offences, when the proof is evi-

dent or the prefumption great. And the privilege of the

writ of habeas corpus fhall not be fufpended, unlefs when
in cafe of rebellion or invaflon the public fafety may require

it. .

XVI. That excefllve bail fhall not be required, nor ex-

ceflive fines impofed, nor cruel and uni;fual punifhments

ini^ifted.

XVII. That all courts fhall be open ; and every man,
for an injury done him in his lands, goods, perfon, or re-

putation, fliall have remedy by due courfe of law, and right

and juftice adminiftered without fale, denial, or delay. Suits

may be brought againft the ftate in fuch a manner, and in

fuch courts, as the legiflature may by law direct, pro,vided
'•''

•

the
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the right of bi'inging fuit be limited to the citizens of t^iis

ilate.

XVII. That the perfon of a debtor, where there is not
ftrong prefumption of fraud, fliall not be continued in prl-

fon, after delivering up his eftate for the benefit of his cre-

ditor or creditors, in fuch manner as (hall be prefcribed by
law.

XIX. That the printing-prefTes fhall be free to every

perfon who undertakes to examine the proceedings of the

legiflaturej or of any branch or officer of government ; and
no law fhall ever be made to reftrain the right thereof.

The free communication of thoughts and opinions, is one of

the invaluable rights of man ; and every citizen may freely

fpeak, write, and print on any fubje(^-, being refponlible for

the abufe of that liberty. But in profecutions for the pub-
lication of papers inveftig-iting the official epndu<fl of offi-

cers or men in public capacity, the truth thereof may be

given in evidence ; and in all indidlments for libels, the

jury fhall have a right to determine the law and the fads,

under the direftion of the court, as in other cafes.

XX. That no retrofpeftive law, or law impairing the ob-

ligation of contrails, fliall be made.
XXI. That no man's particular fervices fhall be demand-

ed, or property taken, or applied to public ufe, without

the confent of his reprefentatives, or without juft com-
'penfation being made therefor.

XXII. 1 hat the citizens have a right, in a peaceable

rmnn:^r, to aflemblc together for their common good, to

inftru(^t ihcir reprefentatives, and to apply to thofe invefted

with the powers of government for redrefs of grievances, or

other proper purpofes, by addrefs or remonflrance.

XXIII. That perpetuities and monopolies are contrary to

the genius of a free ilate, and fliall not be allowed.

XXIV. That the fure and certain defence of a free peo-

'ple is a well-regulated militia; and as ftanding armies, in

time of peace, are dangerous to fi-eedom, they ought to,

be avoided, as far as the circumlfances and fafety of the

community vvill admit ; and that in all cafes the military

fliall be in ftrict iubordinatlon to the civil authority,

XXV. That no citizen in this ftate, except fuch as arc

employed in the army of the United States, or militia in

aftual fcrvice, fliall be fubjc^ to corporeal puniflimeni

under the martial law,

XXVL
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XXVI. That the freemen of this ftate have a right tV>

keep and to bear arms for their common defence^

XXVII. That no foldier fhall, in time of peace, be quar-

tered in any houfe without confent of the owner, nor in

lime of war, but in a manner prefcribed by law.

XXVIII. That no citizen of this ftate Ihall be compelled

to bear arms, provided he will pay an equivalent, to be ap-

pertained by law.

XXIX. That an equal participation of the free navigation

of the Miffiffippi is one of ihe inherent rights of tht citizens

of this ftate : it cannot therefore be conceded ro any
prince, potentate, power, perfon or perfons whatever.

XXX. That no hereditary emoluments, privileges, or

honours, fhall ever be granted or conferred in this ftate.

XXXI. That the people reiiding fouth of Frenchbroad

and Holfton, between the rivers Tenafee and the Big pi-

geon, are entitled to the right of pre-emption and occu-

pancy in that traft.

XXXII. That the limits and boundaries of this ftate be

afcertained, it is declared they "are as hereafter mentioned ;

that is to fay:—Beginning on the extreme height of Stone

mountain, at the place where the line of Virginia interfedls

it, in latitude 36° and 30 north ; running thence along the

extreme height of the faid mountain, to the place where
Watauga river breaks through it ; thence a dirccl courfe to

the top of the Yellow mountain, Avhere Bright's road

crofTes the fame ; thence along the ridge of faid mountain,

between the waters of Doe river ~and the waters of Rock
creek, to the place where the road croffes the Iron moun-
tain ; from thence along tile extreme height of faid moun-

.

tain to where Nolachucky river runs through the fame

;

thence to the top of the Bald mountain ; thence along the

extreme height of faid moantai;! to the Painted rock, on
Frenchbroad river j thence along the higheft ridge of faid

mountain, to the place where it is called the Great iron or

Smoky mountain j thence along the extreme height of faid

mountain to the place where it is called Unicoi or Unica

mountain, between the Indian towns of Cowee and Old
Chota J thence aiong the main riclge of the laid mountain

to the ibuthern boundary of tlyis ftate, as defcribed in the

adt of ceflion of North-Carolina to the United States of

America ; and that all the territory, lands, and waters lying

weft of the faid line, as before mentioned, and contained
.

within
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within the chartered limits of the ftate of North-CaroUna,

xre within the boundaries and limits of this ftate, over

which the people have the right of exercifing fovcrelgnty

and right of foil fo far as is confiftent with the conftitution

of the United States, recognizing the articles of confedera-

tion, the bill of rights and conftitution of North-Carolina, the

ceffion aft of the faid ftate, and the ordinance of the late

congrefs for the government of the territory north-weft ©f

the Ohio ; provided nothing herein contained fhall extend

to affedl the claim or claims of individdals to any part of

the foil which is recognized to them by the-aforefaid ceffiori

aa.
SCHEDULE.

Se£l. I. That no inconvenience may arife from a change

of the temporary to a permanent ftate government, it is de-

claimed, that all rights, anions, profecutions, claims, and

contrails, as well of individuals as of bodies corporate, fhali

continue, as if no change had taken place in the adminiftra-

tion of government.

Seft. 2. All fines, penalties, and forfeitures, due and
owing to the territory of the United States of America
fouth of the river Ohio, fliall enure to the ufe of the ftate.

All bonds for performance, executed to the governor of the

faid territery, fhall be and pafs over to the governor of this

ftate, and his fucceflbrs in office, for the ufe of the ftate, or

by him or them refpeftively to be affigned over to the ufe of
thofe concerned, as the cafe may be.

Seft. 3. The governor, fecretary, judges and brigadier-

general, have a right, by virtue of their appointments, under

the authority of the United States, to continue in the exer-

cife of the duties of their refpeftive oflices, in their feveral

departments, until the faid officers are fuperfeded under the

authority of this conftitution.

Se6t. 4. All officers, civil and military, who have been
appointed by the governor, fhall continue to exercife their

refpedfive offices until the fccond Monday in June, and un-

til iuccelTors in office fhall be appointed under the authority

of this conftitution, and duly qualified.

Seft. 5. The governor fliall make ufe of his private feal,

until a ftate feal ihall be provided.

SetfV. 6. Until the firft enumeration ftiall be made, as

direfted in the fecond feftion of the firft article of this

conftitution, the feveral counties tliall be rcfpei\ively en-

titled



# STATE OT.TL-^AStt. ^4^

titled to eleft one fenator and two reprefentativM, provided

that no new county (hall be entitled to feparate reprefcnta-

tion previous to taking the enumeration.

Seft. 7. That the next election for rcprefcntatives and
other officers to be held for the county of Tcnafee, fliall btf

held at the houfe of William Miles.

Se<5l. 8. Until a land office fhail be opened, fo as to

enable, the inhabitants fouth of Frenchbroad and Holllion,

between the rivers Tenafee and Big pigeon, to obtain titles

upon the claims of occupancy and pre-emption, thofe who
hold land by virtue of fuch claims, (hall be eligible to fervc

in all capacities, where a freehold is by this conftitutioa

made a requifite qualification.

Done in convention at Knoxville, by unanimous confent,

on the fixth day of February, in the year of our Lord
one thoufand feven hundred and ninety fix, and of the

independence of the TJnited States of America the

twentieth.—In teftimony whereof we have hereunto

fubfcribed our names.
William Blount, prefident.

Blount County—David Craig, James Greenway,

Jofeph Black, James Houilon, Samuel Glafs.

Sullivan County.—George Rutledge, William C. C»
Clairborne, Richard Gammon, John Shelby, jun. Johaf

Rhea.
Davidson County,—John M'Nairy, Andrew Jackfon,

James Robertfon, Thomas Hardiman, Joel I^ewis.

Greene County,—Samuel Frazier, Stephen Brooks,

William Rankin, Elilha Baker, John Galbreath.

Hawkins County.—James Berry, Jofeph M'Min, Tho-
mas Henderfon, William Cocke, Richard Mitchell.

'Jefferson County.—Alexander Outlaw, Jofeph Ander-
fon, George Doherty, Jam.es Roddye, Archibald Roane.

Knox County.—James White, Charles M'Clung, John
Crawford, John Adair.

Summer County.— David Slielbv, Ifaae Walton, W.
"Douglafs, Edward Douglafs, Daniel Smith.

Sevier County.—Peter Bryan, Samuel Wier, Spencer

iplack, John Clack, Thomas Buckenham.
' Tenasee County—Thomas Johnfton, James Ford,

William Fort, William Prince, Robert Prince.

Washington County.—John Tipton, Samuel Handler,

Leeroy Taylor, Landon Carter, James Stuart.

AtteiU William Maclin, fecretary.
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,
No. VI.

'An a£l for eftabilfhirig Knoxville on the north bank of the
> Holfton, and immediately below the fecond creek that

runs into Holfton on the north fidcj below the mouth of

Frenchbroad river, and for appointing -comrtiiffioners for

the regulation thereof.

WiHEREAS in the year 1791 it was found expedient to

eftablifli a town on the north bank of Holfton, irri'mediately

below the fecond creek that runs into the north fide of

the fame, below the mouth of Frenchbroad, governor

Blount having determined to fix the feat of government on
the faid fpot : and whereas a town was accordingly laid out

by James White at the above deferibed place, and called

Knoxville, in honour of major-general Henry Knox, con-

fifting of the necefTary ftreets and 64 lots, numbered from
one to 64, as will more fully appear, reference being had to

the plat of faid town :

Seft. I. Be it enacted by the governor, legiftative council

and houfe of reprefentatives of the territory of the United
States of America, fouth of the river Ohio, that a town be

eftabliftied on the above defcribed fpot of ground, which
fhall continue to be known as heretofore by the nanie of

Knoxville, in honour of major-general Knox, confifting of

the neceiTary ftreets and 64 lors, from number one to 64,

agreeable to the plan of the faid town made in the year

1791.
SeiSl. 2. And be it enabled, that colonel James King,

John Chifliolm, and Jofeph Greer, cfqrs. George Roultone,

and Samuel Cowandee, &c. are hereby appointed com-
miflioners of the faid town, with power to regulate the

fame, and if neceflary, with the confent of the proprietor,

to enlarge it.

Seft. 3. And be it enafted, that a correal plan of the

faid town, as originally laid off, in the year 1791, be made

by the faid commifiloners, and lodged in the office of the

regifter of the county of Knox, for the benefit of all perfons

concerned, with their names, as commlflIt>ners, fubfcribed

thereto ; and that it be the duty of the faid commiflioners

to defignate the firft and fecond corners by the fixture of a

ftone or ftones at each corner, at leaft 18 inches in the

ground.
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ground, and fix above, and to ufe good care that the fame
be not removed or defaced.

(Signed) William Blount, governor,

Griffith Rutherford, P. L. C*
David Wilfon, S. H, R.

Prices Current at



54^ AMERICAN B17D0ET,

No. VII.

Report of Mr. fccretary Hamilton on opening'his Budget.

Dollars. Cent».

The whole of the civil lift for 1794 is 397>20i 6
Extraordinary for public works, bene- "1 ^

volencies, Sec. ) >47>693 43

Eftinute of the war cxpcnces for 1 79n4 1,457,936 i

2,002,830 56
Of this

Dollars.

The compenfation to prefident WafhiHgtoTx is 25,000
- / - - - the vrce-prefident 5000
- - - - chief juftice 4000
- - - - five aflbclate judges,, each 35®"
- • - - fpeaker of th€ congrcfs per

day 12
• - - members (134), per day 6

- * - - fecretary of the treafury,

per ann. 3300
- » ^ - treafurer 2400
- - _ - auditor of the treafury 2400
- - - fecretary of ftatc 35°^
- - - - fecretary at war . 3000

No. VIII.

An a£l for eftablifhing trading-houfes with the Indian Tribe*.

Se£l. I JDE it enacted by the fenate and houfe of repre-
fentatives of the United States of America, in congrefs af-

fembled. That it fhall be lawful for the prefident of the
United States to eftablifli trading-houfes at fuch pofts and
places on the wtftern and fouthern frontiers, or in the in-

dian country, as he fhail judge moft convenient for the
purpofe of carrying on a liberal trade with the fevcral-in-

dtaii nations within the limits of the United States.

Sea.
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Sect. 2. And be it further enafted. That the prefidei^

be authorized to appoint an agent for each trading-houfc
eftablifhed, whofe duty it Ihall be to receive, and difpofe of
in trade with the indian nations afofe mentioned, fuch oroods

as he fhall be directed by the preiident of the United btateS

to receive and difpofe of, as aforefaid, according to the
Tules and orders which the preiident fhall prefcribe ; and
every fuch agent fhall take an oath or affirmation, faith-

fully to Execute the trufl committed to hin> ; and that he
tvill not, directly or indireftly, be concerned or interefled

in any trade, commerce, or barter, with any Indian or In-

dians whatever, but on the public account : and fhall alfo

give bond with fufficient fecurity in fuch fum as the prefi-

dent of the United States fhall direft, truly and honeflly

to account for all the money, goods, and other property
Irhatever, which fhall come into his hands, or for which,
in good faith, he ought fo to account, and to perform all the
duties required of him by this act j and his accounts fhall

be made up half-yearly, and tranfmitted to the fecretary

of the treafury of the United States.

Se£l. 3. And be it further enadled, That the agents, their

clerks, or other perfons employed by them, fhall not be,

dire^lly Or irldireftly, concerned or interefted in carrying

On the bufinefs of trade or commerce, on their own, or any-

other than the public account, or take or apply to his of
their own ufe, any emolument or gain for negotiating or

tranfacling any bufinefs or trade, during their agency of

employment, other than is provided by this adl : and if any
fiich perfon fhall offend againfl any of the prohibitions afore-

faid, he or they fhall be deemed guilty of a mifdemeanour ;

and fhall, upon conviftion thereof, forfeit to the United
States a llim not exceeding one thdufand dollars, and fhall

be removed from fuch agency or employment, and for

ever thereafter be incapable of holding any office under
the United States : provided, that if any other perfon than

a public profecutor fhall give information of any fuch of-

fence, upon which a profecution and conviftion fhall be

had, one half the aforefaid penalty, when received, fhall

be for the ufe of the perfon giving fuch information.

Sedt. 4. And be it further enadted. That the prices of the

goods fupplied to, and to be paid for by the Indians, fhall be

regulated in fUch manner, that the capital ftock furnifhed

by the United States may not be diminifhed.

Sect. 5. Be it further enadted, That during the continu-

ance of this ait, the prefident of the United States be,

N n 2 and
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and he Is hereby authorized to draw annually from thc
treafury of the United States, a fum not exceeding 8006
dollars, to be applied, under his direftion, for the purpofe

of paying the agents and clerks ; which agents fhall be al-

lowed to draw out of the public fupplies, two rations each,

and each clerk one ration per day.

Se£l. 6. And be it further enafted. That 150,000 doU
lars, exclulive of the allowances to agents and clerks, be,

and they are hereby appropriated for the pUrpofe of carry-

ing on trade and intcrcourfe with thc indijin nations, in the

manner afore mentioned, to be paid out of any monies un-

appropriated in the treafury of the United States.

Se£V. 7. And be it further enabled. That if any agent or

agents, their clerks, or other perfons employed by them,

fliall purchafe, or receive of any Indian, in the way of trade

or barter, a gun or other article commonly ufed in hunting ;

any inftrument of hufbandry, or cooking utenlil, of the

kind ufually obtained by Indians in their intercourfe with

white people ; any article of clothing (except fkins or furs)

;

he or they fhall refpe^lively forfeit the fum of 100 dollars

for each offence, to be recovered by ailion of debt, in the

name and to the ufe of the United States, in any court af

law of the United States, or of any particular fVate having

jurifdidtion in like cafes, or in the fupreme or fuperior

courts of the territories of the United States : provided,

that no fair fliall be commenced except in the flate or terri-

tory within which the caufe of action fhall have arifen, or

the defendant may refide : and it fhall be the duty of the

fuperintendants of Indian affairs and their deputies refpec-

tively, to whom information of every fuch offence fhall be

given, to collect the requifite evidence, if attainable, and to

profecute the offender without delay.

Seel. 8. And be it further ena£ted. That this aft fhall be

in force for the term of two years, and to the end of the

next fefBon of congrefs hereafter, and no longer.

Jonathan Dayton, fpeakdr of the houfe of reprefentatives,

John Adams, vice-prefident of the United States, and

prefident of the fenate.

Approved

—

April the iSth, i 796.

G"^. Wafhington, prefident of the United States.

Depofited among the rolls, in the ofuce of the depart-

ment of ftate.

Timothy Pickering, fecretary of flate.
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Lexington, Kentucky, Feb. 2, 1 796.

BY various parties who have been in the woods hunting,

Vfc learn that the Indians, who are now out on our frontiers,

are friendly, and appear very happy in meeting with the

white people, and rendering them any fervice they poffibly

c^n.

In many of the frontier towns in this ftate, the Indians

have already come in with their furs and peltry, in order to

exchange them for articles which they are in want of ; they

are well treated by our inhabitants, and fay, that they receive

our commodities on better terms than they have been ac-

cuftomed to from the britifli traders.

No. IX.

A letter from Lexington, Kentucky, contains the

following particulars.

Sir, Saturday morning, 30th Jan. 1796.

JL ERHAPS the inhabitants ofKentucky never experienced

i. feverer froft than laft night, ^fter repeated observations

this feafon, I find this morning colder ten degrees than any

morning this winter. At nine, I hung the thermometer in

open air, and in 15 minutes the mercury fell 20° to o.

James H. Stewart. Thomas Love.

No. X.

Qbfervations on the prefent fituation of landed property

in America.
January, 1792,

1 HERE exifts at the prefent crifis, the means of employ-

ing money to greater advantage, and upon principles (when

fafts are known) more obvioufly fecure than has occurred at

any former period, in any country in the world. It is by

fkp purchafe of lands in America.

Nn
3

Specu*
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Speculations of this fort have not generally attrafted the

notice of monied men
j

particularly in Great Britain, for the

following obvious reafons :

Firft, certain prejudices have exifted, and do ftill exift,

againft the american people, the american government, and

confequently againft every fpecies of property in that

country.

Secondly, the diftance from Europe is fo great, and the

tneans of obtaining good and accurate information has been

fuppofed to be fo deficient, that a general diftruft has pre-

vailed.

It is however owing to thefe prejudices, and to this diftruft,

that thefe immenfe advantages are to be obtained j becaufe

they are only acceffible to^thofc individuals whpfe minds are

capable of difcriminating fa£ls through the gloom of pre-

judice, and whofe pecuniary refources are equal in all re-

fpedts to the obje£t of feizing the advantages which the

peculiar ftate of America now ofters.

The fa6ls are thefe follovy^ing ; and they are fo well au-

thenticated and afcertained, as not to admit even of the

fhadow of a doubt.

Firft, that the new government of America is not only

firmlv eftabliftied, but that it has given the utmoft energy

and efteoi to every thing that can beget confidence at home
aiid abroad, while its public meafures have greatly promoted

the general profperity of the country.

Secondly, that as a proof of this, the public funds have

advanced in a ratio beyond all former example, in any coun-

try in the world, in fo Ihort a period. A fund is eftabliflied

for the payment of the intereft in fpccie, at the rate of fix

per cent, per annum, and the creditors of the ftate are

rendered fecure in the exiftencq of a furplus revenue,

which muft fink the capital in a ftiorter time than can be

well conceived, in confequence of the unexampled rapid

population of the country.

Thirdly, that the general expenditure of governnient

is regularly difcharged, independent of the fund for paying

the intereft of the national debt, which intereft is now paid

regularly in fpecic every quarter.
,

Fourthly, that in confequence of an accurate enumeration,

or cenfus, which has been made of the whole people of thcj

United States, it appears that they have nearly doubled

witl>in the laft 20 years, notwithftanding the war ; for the

returns
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returns which have been made in the year 1791, prove,
that the whole inhabitants nearly amount to 4,000,000 of
fouls \

Fifthly, that it alfo appears, from accurate returns made
by the different officers of the cuftoms to the fecretary to
the treafury in America, that the value of american exports
amounted in one year and one month, ending in September
1790, to 20,415,966 dollars, rating the laid exports at their

original coft, which in fterling money, nt 4s. .6d. to the dol-

lar, amounts to 4,093,5921. 73.—anincreafe even more rapid

than the population. It alfo appears, that nearly one half
of the value of thefe exports were fent to the dominions of
Great Britain.

Sixthly, that the moft inconteftable evidence now exifts,

that the government of America is as ftrong and efficient

as any in Europe ; that the laws under the new .conftitu-

tion are acquiring energy every hour ; that juftice is im-
partially adminiftered, and the executive power lodged 19

the hands of men who hold the firft rank in point of virtue

and integrity, joined to great and acknowledged abilities.

Under all thefe circumftances, not a doubt can be en-
tertained of a moft rapid rife in the population of America,
and confequently of the value of the landed property in

that country, which muft keep pace with the funds, and
with the general increafe of adlive capital, which will natu-

rally arife from the progreffive profperity of the country,

aided by the foreign fpeculations in thr funds, and perhaps

ftill more affifted by the operations and effefts o^ the na-

tional bank, lately eftablifhed, which cannot fail to give 3
fpring to human labour, in facilitating the increafe of agri-

culture, and confequently of riches, in a country fo full of

refourccs.

Independent of the yaft population of America, which
increafes in geometrical proportion, the prefent flate of the

.continent of Europe aflbrds the moft folid reafon to con-

clude, that the emigrations from thence, which have been in

progrefs for ihe laft five years, will gradually increafe more
'and more, and that of ,courfe, in 20 years, the Unite4
States muft contain above 8 millions of peoplej

In 40 years, by the fame rule, the 7
^^ ^^^.^^^

numbers muft advance to 3

In 60 years it is highly probable 1

that the population will in- > 30 millions
5

jjreafe to —

—

J
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and fo on, doubling every 20 years ; for while there is room
enough, and abundance of lands, in-general far more fertile

than thofe which have been heretofore occupied on the

fea-fide, no check can be given to population. No perfon

is jealous of another, becaufe there is room enough for

every body. And no man is afraid to marry, becaufe there

is a certain obvious refource for maintaining a family com-r

fortably, with moderate induftry ; and not only fo, but alfo

for providing for children, very amply, when they arrive

at maturity, arifing from the cheapnefs of land, and the

vaft produce of the foil, enabling the farmer to raife corn

and cattle, at a fmall expence, in comparifon to what muft

be incurred in Europe.

For thefe obvious reafons, America muft advance in

riches as population advances ; and as the wealth of the

country depends entirely on the furplus produce of the foil,

there appears at prefent, as far as human penetration can

difcover, a greater probability of that country enjoying an

uninterrupted courfe of profperity than any country in the

world. It is fcarce poflible, in the nature of things, that

it can retrograde. The progrefs of wealth may not be fo

rapid as in the great commercial countries in Europe : but it

muft be regular and fure ; and various refources of the

country, which have yet fcarce been found out, will prefs

forward as adventitious aids, in rendering the revenue fe-

cure, and in reducing the taxes below what are paid In any

country in the univerfe. •

Among thefe adventitious aids may be reckoned the

afhes made from the timber cut down in clearing the lands,

the fugar extradled from the juice of the maple-tree, and

the extenfive diftilleries of fpirits for the confumption of the

country, from the lurplus grain and fruits, with which it

abounds.

The pot and pearl-afhes have already become an immenfc
article of productive commerce *, and a ftrong probability

exifts, that the maple-fugar will alfo become an obje^ of

confiderable advantage to the farmer, when population is

more extended. It is made at a fcafon which does not

interfere with any agricultural purfuit, and it is not im-

probable, tliat the high price of this article will hold out

fufficient encou) agement to the northern american farmers,

* Pot and pearl afhcs, exported 1789 aad 1790, in one year

ftmounted to 231,048!, fterling.

irho
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tarho have inexhauftible forefts of thefe maple-trees within

their reach, to make this mamifafture an objeft of their at-

tention ; and when once they get into the train of pro-

ducing it, large quantities will be brought regularly to mar-
ket. According to an eftimate, which has been founded on
experiment, four ftout men will produce about 40 hundred
weight of fugar, from fix weeks labour., during the months
of February and March, before the tillage commences.
The diftiUery is a ftill more obvious refource, as the con-

Aimption of fpirits is immenfe, and muft daily increafe, as

the means of producing it from furplus grain and fruits alfo

increafe.

But perhaps, to a britifli fubieft, the moft pleafing cii?-

cumftance in this detail of fadls is, that thefe fertile back
lands in America, by offering fuch advantages in the cul-

tivation of the foil, will obvioufly divert the attention of the

people from manutaftures ; for few men will chufe to fol-

low any handicraft employment, fubjecling them to conftant

labour and confinement, who can occupy rich and pro-

duftive lands for almoft notlxing, compared to the value of
the fame property in Europe.

On confidering the ftate of landed property in America,

at the prefent crilis, and after a full inveltigation of the

fadls connefed with this obje(5V, two circumftances would
appear pbvious ; namely,

I ft. That in no country in the world are the rights of

land better fecured than in America, or the titles fo fimple

or fo indifputably clear j nor is it poilible that greater pro-

tection can in general be extended to every fpecies of pro-

perty, than now exifts, and will prevail in a greater degree,

as the fyftem of government advances in energy and per-

fection.

2d. That in no country, comparatively fpeaking, are lands

fo cheap as they can be obtained at prefent in America, even

by many hundred per cents.

The reafons to be affigned for the very low price of lands

are, that the Americans themfelves have nor, till of late,

had any active capital among thern, and Europeans have not

been accufliomed to turn their attention to this object.

Where, therefore, there is no competition, and abundance

pf any article at market, it muft of courfe fink under its

value.

This has been the cafe hitherto : but the time is faft

approaching, when it will be fo no longer. An ejjifting

active
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active capital will foon embrace this particular objeft, sind ah

increafe of people, rapidly advancing, will ftainp a new and
increafed value on all unoccupied lands, within 300 to 4ap
xniles of the fea.

The true criterion for afcertaining the probable value of

this fpecies of property, in -time coming, is to mark the pro-

grefs of population m tlie northern and middle ftates

of America, and the obvious efFeQ:s of this population in

advancing the price" : to look alfo at the future increafe of

America, and to form eftimates from fa6ts alone, of what

mav be expedled as population advances.

The fafis now offered, in elucidation of this pofition, are

tl-^efe following : and they are inconteflably true, and to be

relied on, as events that have aSualiy occurredo

I ft. It has happened in the courfe of the laft thuee year?,

that trails of land in the back parts of New-York govern-

ment, which had been fold in townihips of fix miles fquare,

containing 23,040 acres, at one fhilling fterling per acre,

have been fiibdivided and fold in farms, to fcttlers, from one

half to one, two, three, foxir, and five dollars an acre, ac-

cording to the fituation and quality of the foil j and the price

is yearly advancing, as the fettlers increafe.

2d. It has alfo happened, within the laft three years, that

lands, 70 to 80 miles weft of Albany, which fold for one

dollar an acre, now bring, without any cultivation or im-

provement, two or three dollars, which lands would not

have brought one /hilling an acre feven years ago.

3d. Upon the Mohawk river, weft of Albany, lands,

which ten years ago would not have brought more than

*from five to fifteen fhillings an acre, now fell from 3I. to

lol. an acre 5 and this price, high as it is, is advancing with

the increafe of population in that part of Aptljerica, which

has been moft rapid.

From this ftatement of fa6ls (which apply in general to

every part of America in the progrefs of fettlement), it

appears evident, that inhabitants alone are neceflary, to

enhance the value of landed property in thofc parts of

the United States which are neareft the thick-lettled

countries.

It may therefore be neceflary to inquire into the fafts,

relative to the probability of people being found to purchafe

and cultivate thefe lands.

In order to afcertain this, it will be proper to recur again

to the fa^ already ftated, relative to the aggregate popu-
^ latioR
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ilation of the United States, which is eftimated at neait/

four iTiillions *.

Of thefe four millions of people, it is fuppofed that at

Jeaft one-eightieth part, or about 50,000 fouls, mull move
back into the new lands every year, independent of emi^
grants from Europe. There not being room in the thick-fet-

tled countries nearer the fea, and the lands being not only
much iefs fertile, but alfo dearer than the new lands, the

young people, who generally marry as foon as they are of
iage, have been for ten years paft in the regular practice of
moving back, from 200 to 400 miles from the fea, where
they become proprietors of lands at a fmall price, and where
the foil being much mojre fertile and produftive, they foon
get forward in the world, and become independent : and
this plan having uniformly fucceeded wherever it has been
tried, the courfe of emigration has become regular and pe-

riodical ; and for the lati three years, the attention of the

New-England ftates has been principally dire^led to the

back fettlements in the ftate of New-York.
In purchaijng lands therefore in America, although little

doubt can be entertained of a good foil being produftive in

time, in any lituation, not exceedingly remote ; yet the great

advantages which are to be immediately derived, muft be
from the purchafe of lands particularly lituated, and particu-

larly circumflanced ; where the foil is proved to be good,

by unqueftionable evidence, and where the diftance is fo

near thick population, as to fecure a quick and rapid fettle-

ment : and fuch feem to be the peculiar properties of the

lands which arc lituated on the eartern boundary of lake On-
tario, and on the fouth lide of St. Lawrence river.

* The following is an exaft copy of the cenfus laft made of the

people of the United States, by which is known the number inha«

biting each ftate.

I Georgia . .
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This country, which is within a fhort diftance of Albany,

and dire£tly oppofite to the populous fettlement, and the

feat of government, of Upper Canada, and in the immedi-

ate vicinity of Grand ifle and Buck's ifle, which form the

^reat entrepot of the trade of the lakes, certainly poiTefTes

many advantages calculated to invite fettlers.

Except one tra6t in a more weftern lituation, it is the only

cxtenfive body of land now to be fold in the ftate of New-
York, or indeed in any of the northern or middle fi:ates,

where the very large trafts of unoccupied lands are chiefly

difpofed of.

—

'The advantages which both thefe diftriiSts of

country poflefs, muft unqueftionably fecure to the proprie-

tors a rapid population ; and thofe who are fo fortunate as

to poflefs a part of this property, at the low price at which
"large trafts of land may now be purchafed by wholefale,

for money, namely about half a dollar an acre, and can af-

ford to fpare the money, in the mean time, mufl acquire a

large and accumulating fortune in a very few y.ears.

In contemplating the progrefllve increafe of property in-^

vefl:ed in american lands in the courfe of being fettled, the

mind almoft grows wild, and is loft in the magnitude of the

objeci:, and in the aftonifliing accumulation of wealth,

which arifes from this fpecies of inveftment ; to elucidate

which, the following profpeftus has been formed, upon the

ftale of 800,000 acres, purchafed at one half dollar ap jicre,

fxQf^c^im
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To a mind not familiar to objecls of this fort, it fecm^

wonderful, that there fhoiild exift fuch an evident mean*

of acquiring great property, without generally attracting

the notice of all the great monied men in Europe ; but this

is eafily explained, by ftating, that tiH within the laft two'

years there was no government in America, calculated to

beget confidence ; and it requires time to wipe away-pre-

judices. Befides, thefe rich lands, in the back fettlements

of New-York, have only been recently explored, and their

true value is alone to be difcovered by thofe minds who are

capable of difcerning important and intercfting fa<n:s, through

the veil of thofe prejudices which envelope this particular

objeet.

The time however is not remote, when thofe prejudices

"will ceafe to exift, and then every monied man in Europe

will wifh to inveil a part of his property in american lands ;

but when that period fhall arrive, the great advantages

which now prefent themfelres, will be diminiflied from an

immenfe profit, to a moderate return for money. The pre-

fent, therefore, is the moment to inveft, as lands will un-

queftionably advance rapidly, after the floating property,

now in America, can no longer be employed to advantage

in the funds ; and all real eftates will continue to rife afters

wards, every year, until they fhall reach their true value.

As the firfl coft is next to nothing at prefent, it is a fpecies

of property which can never depreciate j on the contrary, it

mufl progreflively advance in a ratio beyond any thing that

ever occurred in Europe ; and whoever poiTefTes american

landed property, in good fituations as to foil and climate,

will unqueftionably experience, every year, an increafc of

wealth, far above what arife,s in general from pecuniary in-

teflments in Europe, with this fingular advantage, that

fcarce any trouble, and not even the fhadow of rifque, at-

tends the objeiSl ; and confequently the dread of lofs can

never occur, to occafion a moment's anxiety to thofe who
can fpare the money for a few years, and fliall chufe to invcfl

it in this fpecies of property.
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No. XI.

Gentlemen of the fenate and of United States^

the houfe of reprefentatives. December 30, 1794.

I LAY before yoa a report made to me by the fecretary of war
refpefting the frontiers of the United States. The diforders and
the great expences which inceffantly arife upon the frontiers are of
a nature and magnitude to excite the mod ferious confiderations.

I feel a confidence that congrefs will devife fuch conftitutional

and efficient meafurcs as {hall be adequate to the great objefts of
pfeferving our treaties with the Indian tribes, and of affording an
adequate protedlion to our frontiers,

G. Washington.

The fecretary of war refpeftfully fubmits to the prelldent of
the United States, the following obfervations refpefting

the prefervation of the peace with the Indian tribes with
whom the United States have formed treaties.

JL O retrace the conduft of the government of the United
States towards the Indian tribes, fince the adoption of the
conftitution, cannot fail to afford fatisfaclion to every phi-

lofophic and humane mind.
A conftant folicitude appears to have exlfled in the ex*

ccutive and congrefs not only to form treaties of peace
with the Indians upon principles of juftice, but to impart to

them all the blefEngs of civilized life, of which their condi-

tion is fufcCptible.

That a perfeverance in fuch principles and conduft will

refledl permanent honour upon the national charafter cannot
be doubted. At the fame time it mui^ be acknowledged
that the execution of the good intentions of the public is fre-

quently embarrafTed with perplexing confiderations.

The defires of too many frontier white people to fcize by
force or fraud upon the neighbouring Indian lands has been,
and flill continues to be, an unceafing caufe of jealoufy and
hatred on the part of the Indians ; and it would appear upon
a calm inveftigation, that until the Indians can be quieted
upon this point, and rely with confidence upon the protcftion

of their lands by the United States, no well-grounded hope
of tranquillity can be entertained.

The encroachment of white people is inceffantly watched,
and ift unguarded moments they arc murdered by the In-

dian.i,
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d'lans. Revenge is fought, and the innocent frontier peopld

are too frequently involved as vi£lrms in the cruel conteft.

This appears to be a principal caufe of indian wars That
there are exceptions will not be denied. The paflion of a

young favage for war and fame is too mighty to be reftrained

by the feeble advice of the old men. An adequate police

feeitis to be wanting, either to prevent orpunifh the depre-

dations of the unruly. It would atford a confcious pleafure,

could the aflertion be made on our parts, that we have con-

fidered the murders of Indians the fame as the murders of

whites, and have puniQied them accordingly. This however

is not the cafe. The irritated paffions on account of favage

cruelty are generally too keen in the places where trials are

had, to convict and punifh for the killing of an Indian. It is

confldered as unneceffary to cite inftances, although multi-

tudes might be adduced in almoil: every part of the country

from its firft fettlement to the prcfent time.

If this view of the inability of both parties to keep the

peace be correct, it would feem to follow as a juft confe-

quence, that an adequate remedy ought to be provided' for*

an evil of fuch magnitude.

It is certainly an evil to be involved in hoftilities with

tribes of favages, amounting to two or three thoufand, as 13

the cafe north-weft of the Ohio. But this evil would be

greatly increafed were a general indian war to prevail fouth,

of the Ohio; the indian warriors of the four nations in that

quarter not being much fliort of 14,000, not to advert to

the combinations which a general indian war might produce

with the european powers, with whom the tribes both north

and fouth of the Ohio are conne^^ed*

It feems that our own experience would demonftrate the

propriety of endeavouring to preferve a pacific conduft in

preference to a hoftile one with the indian tribes. The
United States can get nothing by an indian war, but they

rifque their men, money, and reputation. As we are more
powerful and more enlightened than they are, there is a re-

fponfibility of national charadler, that we fhould treat them
with kindnefs and even liberality. It is a melancholy re-

fle(5lion, that our modes of population have been more de-

ftruftive to the indian natives than the condudt of the con-

querors of Mexico and Peru. The evidence of this is the

utter extirpation of nearly all the Indians in the moft popu-
lous parts of the union. A future hiftorian may mark the

caufes of this deftruction of the human race in fable colours.

Although the prefent government of the United States cannot

with
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with propriety be involved in the opprobrium, yet It feems
iiccelTary however, in order to render their attention upon
this fubject ftrongly charadteriftic of their juftice, that fome
powerful attempts fiiould be made to tranquillize the fron-
tiers, particularly thofe fouth of the Ohio. The fituation

of the fettlements on Cumberland loudly demands the inter-

ference and protec^tion of government. It is true fome un-
authorized offenfive operations have proceeded from thence
againft the lower Cherokee towns, and vi6lims were facri-

ficed. "Whether thcfe viftims were all warriors, or whether
women and children were not involved in the deftru<Slion,

feems to merit inquiry.

Upon the moft mature refledlion the fubfcriber has been
able to beftow upon this fubjeft, arifing from the experience
of feveral years obfervation thereof, he humbly conceives

all attempts to preferve the peace with the Indian tribes will

be found inadequate, fhort of an arrangement fbmewhat like

the following ; to wit,

ift. That a line of military pofts, at fuch diftances as fhall

be directed, be eftablifhed upon the frontiers within the In-

dian boundary, and out of the ordinary jurIfdI6lion of any
ftate, provided confent can be obtained for the purpofe from
the Indian tribes ; that thefe pofts be garrlfoned with regular

troops under the direction of the prelident of tlie United
States.

2dly, That if any murder or theft be committed upon any
of the white inhabitants by an Indian known to belong to any
Indian nation or tribe, fuch nation or tribe fhall be bound
to deliver him or them up to the neareft military poft in

order to be tried and puniflied by a court martial ; or in

failure thereof the United States will take fatlsfadlion upon
the neareft Indian town belonging to fuch nation or tribe.

3dly, *' That all perfons who fhall be affembled or em-
bodied in arms on any lands belonging to Indians out of the

ordinary jurlfdidllon of any ftate, or of the territory fouth of
the Ohio, for the purpofe of warring againft the Indians, or

of committing depredations upon any Indian town or perfons

or property, fhall thereby become liable and fubjeft to the

rules and articles of war, which are or fhall be eftablifhed

for the government of the troops of the United States."

This was a feftion of a bill which the fenate pafTed the lafl

fefSon, intitled, " An a£l for the more effeftual protedlion

of the fouth,- weftern frontiers ^" but it was difagreed to by
the houfe^

O a If
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If to this arrangement the expence fhould be objeftedj

it is to be remembered that the prendent of the United
States, in purfuance of lav/, has authorized both the go-

vernor of Georgia and the governor of the fouth-weftern

territory to eftablifli a defenfive protedlion, which amounts
to a large fum annually.

Pofts therefore requiring garrlfons amounting to 1500
non-commiffioned and privates, for the whole fouth-weftern

frontiers from the St. Mary's to the Ohio, would probably

be adequate to this objedt.

If the pofts belonging to the United States, and now oc-

cupied by the Britifh, north of the Ohio, be foon delivered

up, they, with the poft at the Miami villages, and pofts of

communication down the Wabafh on the fouth, and the

Miami river to lake Erie on the north, together with a poft

at Prefqu'ifle, would be a pretty adequate prote(^ion to

the frontier north of the Ohio, and a curb to any Indian

tribes, difcontented without juft caufe, which it is prefumed
will never be afforded by the government of the United
States,

If to thefe vigorous meafures fhould be combined the

arrangement of trade recommended to congrefs, and the

eftablifhment of agents to relide in the principal Indian

towns with adequate compenfations, it would feem that the

government would then have made the faireft experiments

of a fyftem of juftice and humanity, which it is prefumed
could

, not poffibly fail of being blefled with its proper ef-

fects, an honourable tranquillity of the frontiers.

All which is refpedfully fubmitted to the prefident of the

United States.

H. Knox, fecretary of war.

Department of war,

Dec, 29th, 1794.

No. XII.

Treaty concluded between the United States of America

and his Catholic Majefty.

XXIS Catholic Majefty and the United States of America,

defirous to conlolidate on a permanent bafts, the friendfliip

and good correfpondence which happily prevails between
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the two parties, have determined to eftablifli by a conven-
tion, feveral points, the feltlement whereof will be produc-
tive of general advantage and reciprocal utility to both na-

tions.

With this-intention his catholic majefty has appointed the

moft excellent lord don Manuel de Goday, and Alvarez de
Faria, prince de Paz, duke de la Alcudia, grandee of Spain,

of the iirft clafs, &:c ; and the prefident of the United
States, with the advice and confent of their fenate, has ap-

pointed Thomas Pinckney, a citizen of the United States,

and their envoy extraordinary to his catholic majefty. And
the faid plenipotentiaries have agreed upon and concluded

the following articles.

Art. I. There fhall be a firm and inviolable peace and
fincere friendship between his catholic majefty, his fuccefi^

ors and fubjefts, and the United States, and their citizens,

without exception of perfons or places.

II. To prevent all difpute on the fubjecl of the bounda-

ries which feparate the territories of the two high contraft-

ing parties, it is hereby declared and agreed as follows ; to

vAt : The fouthern boundary of the United States, which
divides their territory from the fpanifh colonies of Eaft and
Weft Florida, fhall be defignated by a line, beginning on
the river Miffiflippi, at the northernmoft part of the 31 ft:

degree of latitude north of the equator, which from thence

Ihall be drawn due eaft, to the middle of the river Apala-

chicola or Carahfuche, thence along the middle thereof to

its junction with the Flint 5 then ftraight to the head of St.

Mary's river, and thence down the middle thereof to the

atlantic ocean. And it is agreed, that if there fliould be

any troops, garrifons, or fettiements of either party on the

territory of the other, according to the above-mentioned

boundaries, they fhall be withdrawn from the faid territory

within the term of fix months after the ratification of this

treaty, or fooner, if it be poffible ; and that they fhall be

permitted to take with them all the goods and efFefts whichL

they poffefs,

III. In order to carry the preceding article into efit;6t,

one commiflioner and one lurveyor fhall be appointed by

each of the contracting parties, who fhall meet at Natches

on the left fide of the river MifllfHppi, before the expira-

tiaa of fix months from the ratification of this convention ;

and they fhall proceed to run and make this boundary, ac-

cording to the fjiipulations of the faid article. They fhall

O o 2 make
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make plans, ^nd keep journals of their proceedings, whicll

fhall be confidered as part of this convention, and fhall

have the fame force as if this were inferted^ therein. And
if on any account it iliould be found neceffary that the faid

commlflioners and furveyors fhould be accompanied by

guards, they fhall be furniflied in equal proportion by the

commanding officer of his majefty's troops in the tv;o Flo-

ridas, and the commanding officer of the troops of the

United States in the fouth-weftern territory, who fhall a«rt

by common confent, and amicably, as Avell with refpecl: to

this point, as to the furniffiing of provifions and inftru-

ments, and making every other arrangement which may be

necelTary or ufeful for the execution of this article.

IV. It is likewife agreed, that the weftern boundary of

the United States, which feparates them from tlie fpanifli

colony of Lo\tIfiana, is In the middle of the channel or bed

of the river Miffiffippi, from the northern boundary of the

faid ftates to the completion of the 3iil: degree of latitude

north of the equator. And his catholic majefty has like-

wife agreed, that the navigation of the faid river from its

fource to the ocean ffiall be free only to his fubje£ls, and
the citizens of the United States, unlefs he fhould extend

this privilege to the fubjeiSts of other powers by a fpecial

convention.

V. The two high contra<R:ing parties fhall, by all means
in their power, maintain peace and harmony amongft the

fcveral Indian nations who inhabit the country adjacent to

the lines and rivers which, by the preceding article, form
the boundaries of the two Floridas; and the better to at-

tain this effitct, both parties oblige themfclves expreffly to

reftrain by force, all hoftilities on the part of the indian na-

tions living within their boundary ; fo that Spain will not

fuffer their Indians inhabiting their territory, nor will the

United States permit their laft-mentioned Indians to com-
mence hoftilities againft his catholic majefty, or his Indians,

in any manner whatfoever.

And whereas feveral treaties of friendffiip exift between
the two contrai^ting parties and the laid nations of Indians,

it is hereby agreed, that in future no treaty of alliance, or

other whatf icver (except treaties of peace), fhall be made
by either party, with the Indians living within the boundary
of the other; but both parties will endeavour to make the

advantages of the indian trade common and mutually bene-

ficial to theic refpedive fubje<Sts and citizens, obfcrving in

all
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all things the moft complete reciprocity, Co that both par-

ties inay obtain the advantages arifing from a good under-
ftanding with the faid nations, without being fubjedl to the

£xpence which they have hitherto occafloned.

VI, Each party fhall endeavour, by all means in their

power, to proteA and defend all veflels and other effects

belonging to the citizens or fubjeds of the other, which
fhall be within the exti nt of their jurifdiflion by fea or by
land, and fhall ufc all their efforts to recover, ajid caufe to

be recovered, to their right owners, their veflels and efFefts

which may have been taken from them within the extent of
their faid jurifdi6lion, whether they are at war or not with,

the fubjefts who have taken polTeffion of the faid efFe<n:s.

yil. And it is agreed, that the fubje^s or citizens of
each of the contracting parties, their veiTels or effefts, fhall

not be liable to any embargo or detention on the part of the

other, for any military expedition, or other public or private

purpofe whatfoever. And in all cafes of feizure, detention,

or arreft, for debts contradled, or offences committed by
any citizen or fubjedt of the one party within the jurif-

didlion of the other, the fame fhall be made and profecuted

by order and authority of law only, and according to the

regular courfe of proceedings ufual in fuch cafes. The citi-

zens and fubjeCls of both parties fhall be allowed fuch advo-

cates, folicitors, notaries, agents, and factors, as they judge

proper in all their affairs, and in all their trials at law, in

which they may be concerned, before the tribunal of the

other party ; and fuch agents fhall have free accef's to be pre-

fent at the proceedings in fuch caufes, and at the taking of

examinations and evidence which may be exhibite4 in the

faid trials.

VIII. In cafe the fubjeCVs and Inhabitants of either party,

with their fhipping, whether public and of war, or private

and of merchants, be forced, through itrefs of weather,

purfuit of pirates or enemies, or any other urgent necefhty

for taking ihelter or harbour, to retreat and enter into any

of l^ie rivers, bays, roads, or ports belonging to the other

party, they fhall be received and treated with all humanity,

and enjoy all favour, protection, and help ; and they fhall

be permitted to provide themfelves, at reafonable rates,

•with victuals, and all things needful for the fuftenance of

their perfons, or reparation of their fhips, and profecution

pf their voyage ; and they fhall noways be hindered from

returnisg out of the faid ports or roads, but may remove

P o
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and depart when and whither they pleafe, without any let

or hindrance.

IX. All flaips and merchandife, of what nature

foever, which iliall be refcued out of the hands of any

pirates or robbers on the high feas, fhall be brought into

fbme port of either ftate, and {hall be delivered to the cuf-

tody of the officers of that port, in order to be taken care

of, and reftored to the true proprietor, as foon as due and

fufficient proof fhall be made concerning the property

thereof.

X. When any vefTel of either party fliall be wrecked,

foundered, or otherwife damaged, on the coaft, or within

the dominions of the other, their refpe6tive fubjects and

citizens fliall receive, as well for themfelves as for their

vefTcls and efFefts, the fame affiftance which would be due

to the inhabitants of the country where the damage hap-

pens, and fhall pay the fame charges and duties only as.

the faid inhabitants would be fubjedt to pay in a like cafe

:

and if the operation of repairs would require that the

whole, or any part of the cargo be unladen, they fliall jviy

no duties, charges, or fees, on the part which fliall relade

and carry away.

XI. The citizens and fubjefts of each party fliall have
power to difpofe of their perfonal goods within the jurif-.

diftion of the other by teftaments, donation, or otherwife

;

;and their reprefentatives, being fubjefts or citizens of the

other party, fliall fucceed to their faid perfonal goods, whe-
ther by teftament or ab intejlatoy and they may take polTef-

fion thereof, either by themfelves or others afting for them,
and difpofe of the fame at their will, paying fale duties,

only, as the inhabitants of the country where the fame
goods are or fliall be fubje£l to pay in like cafes. And in

cafe of the abfence of the reprefentative, fuch care fliall be
taken of the faid goods as of a native in like cafe, until

the lawful owner may take meafures for receiving them.
And if queftions ftiould arife among feveral claimants, to

which of them the goods belong, the fame fliall be deqided

by the laws and judges of the Jand wherein the faid goods
are. And where on the death of any perfon holding real

cftate within the territories of the one party, each real

cftate would, by the law of the land, defcend on a citizen

or fubjcct of the other, were he not difqualified by being

an alien, fuch fubje*!!: fliall be allowed a reafonable time U)

.fell t|he fame, and to withdraw the proceeds without ipolefi:-

., .

' ation^
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ation, anc] exempt from all right of detratilion on the part
of the government of the refpecSlive ftates.

XII. The merchant-lhips of either parties which fhall be
making into ports, or into a port belonging to the enemy
of the other party, and concerning whofe voyage, and the
fpecies of goods on board her, there fhall be juft grounds
of fufpicion, fhall be obliged to exhibit as well upon the
high fens as in the ports and havens, not only her pafTport,

but likewife certificates, exprefsly fliewing that her goods
are not of the number of thofe which have been prohibited
as contraband.

XIII. For the better promoting of commerce on both
fides, it is agreed, that if a war fhall break out between the
two faid nations, one year after tlie proclamation of war
Ihall be allowed to the merchants in the cities and towns
where they fhall live, for collefting and tranfporting their

goods and merchandifes j and if any thing be taken from
them, or any injury done them, within that term, by
either party, or the people or fabje£ls of either, full fatifl

faclion fhall be made by the government.

XIV. No fubjeft of his catholic majefly fliall apply for,

or take any commifhon or letters of marque, for arming
any fhip or fhips to acl: as privateers againft the United
States, or againfl: the citizens, people, or inhabitants of
the faid United States, or againfl the property of any of
the inhabitants of any of them, from any prince or ftate,

with which the United States fhall be at war. Nor fhall

any citizen, fubjedl, or inhabitant of the faid United States,

apply for, or take any commifSon or letters of marque, for

arming any fhip or fhips to acl as privateers againft the fub-

jefts of his catholic majefly, or the property of any of
them, from any prince or flate with which the faid king
fhall be at war. And if any perfon of either nation fhall

take fuch commifhon or letters of marque, he fhall he pu-
nifhed as a pirate.

XV. It fhall be lawful for all and Angular fubje<fts of his

catholic majefly, and the citizens, people, and inhabitants

of the United States, to fail with their fliips, with all man-
ner of liberty and fecurity, no diflinflion being made, who
are the proprietors of the merchandifes laden therein, from
any port to the places of thofe who now are^ or hereafter

fhall be, at enmity with his catholic majefly or the United
States. It fhall be likewife lawful for the fubjciSts and in-

habitants aforefaid to fail with the fhips and merchandifes

Q 4 afoTi^
'
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afore mentioned, and to trade with the fame liberty and fe-*

curity from the places, ports, or havens of tliofe who are

enemies of both, or either party, without any oppofition or

difturbance whatfoever, not only from the places of the

enemy afore mentioned to neutral places, but alfo from one

place belonging to an enemy, whether they be under the

jurifdiilion of the fame prince, or under Teveral : and it is

hereby ftipulated, that free fhips fliall alfo give freedom to

goods, and that 6very thing fliall be deemed free and ex-

empt which fhall be found on board the fhips belonging to

the fubjefls of either of the contra^ing parties, although

the whole lading, or any part thereof, fhould appertain to

the enemy of either, contraband goods being always ex-

cepted. It is alfo agreed, that the fame liberty be granted

to perfons who are on board a free fhip ; fo that, although

they may be enemies to either party, they ihail not be made
prifoners, or taken out of that free fhip, unlefs they are

foldiers, and in a£lual fervice of the enemies.

XVI. This liberty of navigation and commerce fhall ex*

tend to all kinds of merchandifes, excepting only thofe

which are diftinguifhed by the name of contraband j and
under this name of contraband, or prohibited goods, fhall

be comprehended arms, great guns, bombs, with their

fufees, and the other things belonging to them, cannon-

balls, gunpowder, match, pikes, fwords, lances, fpears,

halberts, mortars, petards, grenades, faltpetre, mullcets,

muflcet-balls, bucklers, helmets, breaflplates, co^ts of mail,

and the like kind of arms, proper for arming foldiers ;

mufket-refts, belts, horfes with their furniture, and all

other warlike inftruments whatever, Thefe merchandifes

which follow, fhall not be reckoned among contraband or

prohibited goods j that is to fay, all forts of clothsj and all

other manufa£hires woven of any wool, flax, filk, cotton,

or any other materials whatever, all kinds of wearing appa-

rel, together with all fpecies whereof they are ufed to be
made

; gold and filver, as )yell coined as uncoined, tin, iron,

latten, brafs, copper, coals 5 as alfo wheat, barley, and oats,

and any other kind of corn and pulfe; tobacco, and like-

wife all manner of fpices, faked and fmoaked flefh, falted

fifh, cheefe and butter, beer, oils, wines, liigar, and all

forts of fait ; and in general, all provifions which ferve for

the fuftcnance of life ; furthermore, all kinds of cotton,

hemp, flax, tar, pitch, ropes, fails, fail-cloths, anchors, or

any part of anchors, alfo fliip-mafts, planks, and wood of

all
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all kinds, and all things proper either for building or re-

pairing fliips, and all other goods whatever which have not
been worked into the form of any inftrument prepared for

war by land or by fea, fhall not be reputed contraband, much
lefs fuch as have been already wrought and made up for any

'

other ufe; all which fhail be whoUy reckoned amongft free

goods ; as likewife all other merchandifes and things which
are not comprehended, and particularly mentioned in the
foregoing enumeration of contraband goods ; fo that they
may be tranfported and carried ip the freeft manner by the
fubjedls of both parties, even to places belonging to an
enemy, fuch towns or places being only excepted as are

at that time befieged, blocked up, or invefted j and except

the places in which any fhip of war or fquadron fhall, in

confequence of ftorms or other accidents at fea, be under
the neceffity of taking the cargo of any trading velTel or
ireirels, in which cafe they may ftop the faid veflel or veffels,

and furnilli themfelves with neceflaries, giving a receipt, in

order that the pQwer to whom the faid fhip of war belongs,

may pay for the article fo taken, according to the price

thereof, at the port to which they may appear to have been
deftined by the fhip's papers ; and the two contracting par-

ties er».5age, that the veflels fhall not be detained longer

than may be abfolutely necelTary for their faid (hips to fupply

themfelves with necellaries ; that they will immediately pay
the value of the receipts, and indenmify the proprietor for all

lolTes which he may have fuilained in confequence of fuck
tranfaClion.

XVII. To the end that all manner of difTenfions and
quarrels may be avoided and prevented on one fide and on
the other, it is agreed, that in cafe either of the parties

hereto fhould be engaged in a war, the flaips and vefiels

belonging to fubje<rts or people of the other party, muft be
furnilhed with fea letters of palTports, exprefling the Cime,
property and bulk of the fhip, as alfo the place and habi-

tation of the mafter or commander of the faid lliips, that it

may appear thereby that the lliips really and truly belonr to
fubjects of one of the parties ; which paflport Ihall be made
out and granted according to the form annexed to this

treaty. They Ihall likewife be recalled every year, that is,

if the (hip happens to return home within? the fpace of a
year.

It is likewife agreed, that fuch fhips being laden, are to

be provided not only with paiiports, as above mentioned,

but
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but alfo with certificates, containing the feveral particulars

of the cargo, the place whence the fhip failed, fo that it

Kiay be known whether any forbidden or contraband goods

be on board the fame ; vrhich certificates fhall be made out

by the officers of the place whence the fhip failed in the ac-

c'ufiomed form , and if any one flaall think it fit or advife-

able to exprefs in fhe raid certificates the pcrfon to whom
the goods on board belong, he may do fo ; without which
requifites they may be fent to one of the ports of the other

contrafting party, and adjudged by the competent tribunal,

according to what is above fet forth, that all the clrcum-

ilances df this omiffion having been well examined, they

fhall be adjudged to be legal prizes, unlefs they fhaii give

legal fatisfadtion of their property by teflimony equally equi-

valent.

XVIII. If the fhips of the faid fubjec^s, people, or in-

habitants of either of the parties (hall be met with, either

failing along the coafts, or on the high feas, by any fhips.

of war of the other, or by any privateer, the faid fhip of

war, or privateer, for avoiding any diforder, fhall remain
out of cannon-fhot, and may fend their boats on board the

merchant-fhip which they fliall fo meet with, and may en-p

ter her, to the nupiber of two or three men only, to \vhom
the mafher or commander of fuch fhip or veffel fhall exhibit

his pairports concerning the property of the fliip, made out
according to the form inferted in this prefent treaty ; and
tlie fhip, when fhe fliall have fhewn fuch paiFport, fhall be
free and at liberty to purfue her voyage, fo as it fhall not be
lawful to moleft or give her chafe in any manner, or force

her to quit her intended courfe.

XIX. Confuls fhall hs reciprocally eflablifhed, with the
privileges and power which thofe of the moft favoured na-
tions enjoy in the ports where their confuls refide, or are

permitted to be.

' XX. It is alfo agreed, that the inhabitants of the territo-

ries of each party fhall refpeftively have free accefs to the
courts of juftice of the other ; and they fhall be permitted

to profecute fuits for the recovery of their property, the
payment of their debts, and for obtaining fatisfadion for the
damages which they may have fufVained, whether the per-;

icns whom they may fbc be fubjedls or citizens of the coun-
try in which they may be found, or any other perfons.

whatever who may have taken refuge therein ; and the pro-

ceedings and fentences of the courts fliall be the fame as if the

cQiUending
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contending parties had been fubjccts or citizens of the faid

country.

XXI In order to terminate all differences on account of

the lolTes fuftained by the citizens of the United Slates, in

confeqi'ience of their vefTels and cargoes having been taken

by the fubjefts of his catholic majclly during the late war
between Spaia and France, it is agreed that all fuch cafes be
referred to the final decifion of cornmiffioners to be appoint-?

ed in the following manner ; His catholic majefty ftall ap-

point one commiffioner, and the prefident of the United
States, by and with the advice and confent of the fenate,

ihall appoint another ; and the faid two commiihoners fhall

agree or the choice of a third, or if they cannot fo agree,

they fhall each propofe one perfon ; and of the two names
fo p-'opofed, one Ihall be drawn by lot in the prefence of

the two original cornmiffioners ; and the perfon whofe name
fhall be drawn fhall be the third commiffioner ; and the

three cornmiffioners fo appointed fhall be fworn impartially

tp examine and decide the claims in queftion, according to

the merit of the feveral cafes, and to juftice, equity, and

the laws of nations. The faid commiffioners fhall meet and

iit at Philadelphia ; and in cafe of the death, ficknefs, or

neceffary abfence of any fuch commiffioner, his place fhall

be fupplied in the fame manner as he was firft appointed,

and the new commiffioner fhall take the fame oaths, and do

the fame duties. They ihall receive all complaints and ap-

plications authorifed by this article during 1 8 months from

the day on which they fhall alTemble. They fhall have

power to examine all fuch perfons as come before them on
oath or affirmation touching the complaints in queftion, and

alfo to receive in evidence all written tefi:imony authenticated

in fuch a manner as they fhall think proper to require or ad-

mit. The award of the faid cornmiffioners, or any two of

them, fhall be final and concluiive, both as. to juftice of

the claim, and the amount of the fum to be paid to the

claimants j and his catholic majefty undertakes to caufe the

fame to be paid in fpecie, without dedu£tion, at fuch time

and places, and under fuch conditions, as fhall be awarded

by the fame cornmiffioners.

XXII. The tAvo high contracting parties, hoping that the

good correfpondence and friendihip which happily reigns

between them, will be further increafed by this treaty, and
th^t it will contribute to augment their profperity and opu-

lence, will in future give to their mutual coinmerce all the
-

'

extenfxon
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extenfion and favour which the advantages of both coun»

tries may require.

And in confequence of the flipulations contained in the

fourth article, his catlinlic niajefty will permit the citizens

of the United States, for the fpace of three years from this

time, to depofit their merchandifes and effedls in the port

of New Orleans, and to export them from thence without

paying any other duty than a fair price for the hire of the

ftores ; and his majefty promifes, either to continue this

permiffion, if he finds during that time that it is not preju-

dicial to the interert of Spain, or if he fhould not agree tq

continue, he will affign to them on another part of tho

banks of the Miffiffippi an equivalent eftablifhment.

XXIII. The prefent treaty fliall not be in force until ra-

tified by the contracting parties, and the ratifications fhall

be exchanged in fix months from that time, or fooner, if

poflible.

In witnefs whereof, we, the under-written plenipoten-

tiaries of his catholic majefty and of the United States of

America, have figned this prefent treaty of friendfliip, limits,

and navigation, and have thereunto affixed our feals re-

fpeclively.

Done at San Lorenzo et Real, this feven and twentieth

day of October 1795. , Thomas Pinckney, (l. s.)

Prince de la Paz, (l. s.)

No. XIII.

Plan of afToclatlon of the North American land company *.

JL HE fubfcribers hereto 'having, at a great expence of
money and time, with much induftry acquired a large and
valuable property, confifting of lands in the flates of Penn
fylvania, Virginia, North-Carolina, South-Carolina, Geor-
gia, and Kentucky, which have been chofen or felejHied (in

preference to other tradls) in confideration of the good qua.
lity of the foil, advantageous pofition, certainty of title, and
other circumftances, that induced them, as purchafers, to
give fuch preference, they now offer a plan exprelTed in the
articles of agreement hereto annexed, by which all perlons

* Eftablifhcd in February 1795.
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who have money may, if they pleafe, participate in the ad-

vantages refulting from the purchafe, fale, and improvement
of th^fe vakiable eftates.

The lands upon which this plan is grounded amount to

fix million of acres agreeably to the fchedule hereof here-

to annexed, which are valued, one with another, at the

average price of half a dollar per acre, or three million

of dollars being the capital ftock ; this, divided upon
30,coo fhares, gives 100 dollars per fhare, at which the

proprietors agree to fell in the firft inftance.

The titles to thefe eftates are vefted in truftees as joint te-

nants, in truft to convey the fame to purchafers conformably
to the articles of agreement hereto annexed : the monies
arifing from the fales thereof are for the ufe and account of

the holders or poflelTors of the fhares in the fl:6ck of the

north american land company.
Articles of agreement indented, made this 20th day of Fe-

bruary 1795, by and between the honourable Robert Morris,

efq. of the city of Philadelphia, John Nicholfon, efq. of the

faid city of PhiJadclphia, and James Greenleaf, efq. conful

from the United States at Amfterdam, but now in New-
York, of the one part, and thofe who fhall become purcha-

fers, owners, or holders of ihares, in the north american land

company, of the other part.

I'irft. This aiTcciation (hall be ftyled « The North Ame-
rican land company."

Second. Every owner of one or more fliares fhall be-

come a member tnereof, and a party to thefe articles in vir-

tue of fuch ownerfhip. as fully, to ail intents and purpofes

whatever, as if fuch owner had adlually ligned and fealed

thefe prefents, and ceafe to be fb when he parts with his

fhare or fhares.

Third. The capital flock in this company confifts in fix

millions of acres of land, iituate in the ftates of Pennfyl-

vania, Virginia, Kentucky, North-Carolina, South-CaroHna,

and Georgia ; the titles to which are vefted in Thomas
Willing, efq. now prefident of the bank of the United States,

John Nixon, efq. now prefident of the bank of North
America, and John Barclay, efq. now prefident of the bank

of Pennlylvania, in truft, to convey the fame agreeably to

thefe articles.

Fourth. Where two or more perfons fhall claim the

fame land under different contrafts with the board of mana-

gers, or where any perfon or perfons fhall claim a tra<^ or

tra<^S
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trails of land under contrail or contracts with the bosi'd of

managers, and the faid board fhall difpute fuch claim, in

fucli cafes a fuit or fuits may be commenced againfl the faid

board, in the county of Philadelphia, in the fupreme court

of Pennfylvania, or in the federal circuit court of Pennfyl-

vania, by the perfoa or perfons claiming, and one or more

feigned iiTues joined, in order to determine the right of the

parties, and trials had thereon, in the city of Philadelphia j

and the faid board fhall requeft the truftees to convey the

lands fo claimed, to the perfon or perfons in whofe favour

fuch determination fliall be had : and if the faid board fliali

not agree to the commencement of fuch fuit, and to form

llich feigned iffuc or ilTues, or fliall not requefi: the truftees

to convey to the perfon or perfons requeflingfuch fuit to be

commenced, or in whofe favour fuch determination fliall

pafs, fuch perfo» fliall be deemed and taken to be in full

and perfect pofTeflion of the difputed premifes ; and the

truflees being ferved with a notice in writing, that the faid

board refufed to agree to the commencement of fuch fuit, or

to form fuch ilTue or ilTues, or refufed or negledled to requefi

the faid truflees to convey to fuch perfon or perfons in

whofe favour fuch determination palled, fliall be deemed to

hold the legal eftate therein, in truft for fuch perfon or per-

fons, and fhall in three months from the fervice of fuch no-

tice convey the fame accordingly, unlefs the faid board

fliall, within the faid three months, agree to the commence-
ment of fuch fuit or requeft, the truftees to convey to the

perfon or perions in whofe favour fVch determination fliall

pafs : and where any perfon has any demand upon or caufe

of complaint againft the company (other than a claim of title

to lands), that cannot be amicably adjufted by the board, a

fuit fhall be commenced by fuch perfon againft the board, in

the fupreme court of Pennfylvania, or in the federal circuit

court of Pennfylvania, and one or more feigned ifTues joined, ia

order to try the right of the party and afcertain the quantum
of damages, and a trial had thereon in the city of Philadel-

phia ; and if, after a certificate of the verdift and judgment in

fuch trial fliall be ferved upon the board and upon the fe-

cretary, tlie fum recovered and the coits of fuch fuit fliall

not be paid to the party, he may then maintain his -aftion.

againft the board for money had and received to his ufej and.

tiie board fliall be perfonally liable to the payment of fucn
fum, unlefs they can fliew that they had not at the time

fuch certificate was ferved upon them, or at any time after-

wards.
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Wards, monies of the company in their hands fufficient to'

pay iuch fum and fuch cofts.

Fifth. The faid capital ftock in lands (hall be reprefent-

ed by 50,000 (hares or actions of 200 acres each, ih that

every perfoh holding a fhare or fhares will be entitled to ons
thirty thoufandth part of the faid capital ftock of lands, or.

monies and profits refulting therefrom upon each fhare.

Sixth. The affairs and bjfinefs of this company fhall b«
conducted by a board of managers, to be elected at theii*

office in the city of Philadelphia on the 3ifi: day of Decem-
ber in every year, unlefs when that day happens on a Sun-
day, and then on the next day, by the holders of fhares or

aftions, each fliare entitling the holder to a vote in the faid

eleftions, to be given perfonally or by proxy duly autho-
rifed. The following form mail be executed by a fhare-

holder to entitle his proxy to a vote, iind acknowledged by
the party, or proved by the oath of one of the witneiTes

before a notary public or fome raagiftrate authorifed by the

law of the country where the perfon executing fuch proxy
ihall be, to take fuch acknowledgment or proof, and the

fame certified under fome authentic public feal : *' Know
all men by thefe prefents that I

of do hereby appoint

to be my fubftitute for and in my name and behalf

to vote at election of a prelident, mem-
ber or members of the board of managers, or fecretary of

the north american land company as fully as I might or

could was I perfonally prefent : In witnefs whereof I have
hereunto fet my hand and feal this day of

^^ "(Seal.)

Seventh. The board of managers fhall confift of a pre-

fident and four members, to be chofen from among the

fhare-holders ; of whom the prelident and two members, or

three members, in cafe the prefident fhall be abfent, fhall

be a competent board to tranfadl buflnefs : a majority to pre-

vail where more than three of the board vote, but where
onlv three vote, they are to be unanimous. They fliall

have a ftated meeting on one day (to be fixed on by thcm-

felves) in every week, and fhall meet as much oftcner as

the bufinefs of the company may require.

Eighth. The faid board for the prefent year, 1795, muft

be named within articles, as there are not at prelent any

fhare-holders to eledl ; and accordingly Robert iVIorris, Jo-

feph Ball, Thomas Fitzfimons, John Vaughan, and John,
Nicholfon,
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Nichoiron, are hereby nominated and appointed the board

of managers (and fh^ll chufe from amonglt themfelves a

prefident), until the thirty-firft day of December next,

when the firft eleftion is to be held^ The faid board, and

all future boards, fliall have authority to employ a fecretary,

clerk or clerks, office-keeper or runner, and occafionaliy

counfel learned in the law, and fcriveners ; and alfo one or

more agent or agents, furveyor or furveyors, to be ftationed

at the moft proper and convenient places for making furveys

and fales of the land belonging to the company ; and who
fhall be allovsred fuch falaries or compenfations for their

refpeftive fervices, as may be agreed to by the preiident and

board of managers, on behalf of the company-
Ninth. The board of managers fhall have authority to

fell or contradl, either by themfelves or by their agents, for

the fale of any lands belonging to the company, preferring

iuch purchafers as fliall engage to become fettlei-s, or to

place fettlers on the lands they buy. The board are to ob-

tain the higheft prices they can ; and may give fuch credit

as they fhall judge to confift with the real intereft of the

company : the board of managers fhall alfo have power, and

they are hereby authorifed, to lay out and open roads, to lay

out a town or towns, and fell the lots therein, and to

improve upon fuch tnidts of land belonging to the company,
as they fliall think proper ; one or two farms, of from 500
to 1000 acres, and thereon to eretSt a dwelling-houfe, barn,

and other needful cuthoufes, a faw-mill and grift-mill, at

the expence, and for account of the company j all of which
may be occupied (upon terms to be agreed on by the board

of managers) by the agents or furveyors they may employ
to fell and fettle the faid tradls ; the faid farms and im-

provements to be finally fold for the benefit of the

company.
Tenth. The board of nianagers fliall, whenever they

make fale of any lands belonging to this company, depofit

the money received for the fame, whether in whole or in

part, in one of the three banks already mentioned (that is to

fay, the bank of the United States, the bank of North
America, or the bank of Pennfylvania, opening an account

for the north american land company with the bank in

which the depoiit is made j and the monies fo depofitcd,

Ihall be fubjedt folcly to the drafts of the prefident of the

board of managers, attefted by the fecretary, and expreiVed

to be iigned in prcftuce of the board, the draft mcutioning
the
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tlie purpofe for which It is drawn, and that it is for the ufe

and fcrvice of the company.
Eleventh. All covenants, articles of agreement, or con-

tradls, made by the board of managers, or by their agents,

for the fale of lands, fhall be to and in the name of the

individuals compofing the board ; and fliall be to them, and
the furvivor of them, and the executors and adminiftrators

of fuch furvivor, to this intent expreflly, that fuits fliall be
brought in their names for the ufe of the faid company,
and that if fuch perfons fhall ceafe to become members of

the board, then fuits may be brought and maintained in the

name of them, or the furvivor of them, or the executors or

adminiftrators of the furvivor of them, for the ufe of the

faid company ; and fuch covenants, articles of agreement,

and contracts, fhall be depofited with the fecretary in their

office for fafe keeping, and for the purpofe of colledling the

payments which may be ftipulated therein as they become
due : all monies received thereon, or from any other fource,

on account of the company, Ihall be depoftted in the fame
planner, and upon the fame conditions, as mentioned in the

preceding article.

Twelfth. The truftees in whom the titles to the lands

of the company are vefted, fliall, in cafe of the death of any

one of their number, immediately after fuch event, convey

by a deed, to be prepared and prefented by the board of

managers, a joint tenancy with themfelves, to fuch perfon

as the board of managers fliall choofe for a fuccefTor to fuch

deceafed truftee.

Thirteenth. The truftees for the time being fliall,

upon receiving a requeft in writing, figned by the prefident

and board of managers, attafted by the fecretary, execute a

deed or deeds of conveyance in fee limple, to the purchafer

or purchafers for any tradt or tradls of land which may
have been fold by the board or their agents, it being

firft certified by the faid preiident, and attefted by the fe-

cretary, in the manner as before provided, to the faid truf-

tees, that the conftderation-money hath been paid or fe-

cured to be paid ; if paid, that it hath been depofited agree-

ably to the tenth article ; if fecured, that fuch fecurities have
been depofited agreeably to the eleventh article.

Fourteenth. The fecretary fliall, for the prefcnt year,

be appointed by the prefident and board of managers ; but

in future, fliall be elected by the fliare-holders, at the fame
time and plage of ele<^ion of the prefident and managers j

P p and
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and fliall keep records in a book, to be opened by him for

that purpofe, of all deeds of conveyance executed by the

truftees, and of all articles of agreement, covenants, mort-

gages, &€, that concern the company j which book {hall be

produced at every meeting of the board ; and the original

papers fhall be produced whenever called for by the board.

Fifteenth. The board of managers, or their agents, may
covenant to make title to purchafers when the payments

are completed ; or title may be granted at the time of falc

and mortgage j or the lands be taken to fecure the payments

agreed on.

Sixteenth. The fecretary fhall attend every meeting of

the board of managers ; he fhall keep regular minutes of

their proceedings ; he fliall fummon fuch meetings, when
directed by the prelident, or upon application of any two
or more members of the board, or upon application of 20
fhare-holders, by fending a notice, in writing, to the prefi-

dent, and to each member, naming the time and place of

fuch meeting.

Seventeenth. Vacancies which may happen in the

board of managers by death, refignation, or removal to a

diflance of ten miles from the city of Philadelphia, of any
member or members, may and fhall be fupplied by an
election of the board out of other fhare-holders, refiding in

the city of Philadelphia, for the remainder of the year, until

the next general election by the fhare-holders j and in cafe

of death, refignation, or abfence, of the prefident or fecre-

tary, the faid board of managers fhall choofe a prefident,

and appoint a fecretary pro tempore^ or for the remainder of

the year, as the cafe may require.

Eighteenth. The fecretary fhall provide a fet of books
of account for the concerns of the company, wherein fhall

be regularly entered, a proper account of all fales made, of
all monies received and paid, of all notes, bonds, mortgages,
and fpecialties, of every fort and kind, and of all expendi-
tures : and thefe accounts fliall be fettled and adjufted, fo

as that an abftract thereof, together with the faid books,
be laid before the fhare-holders at every annual meeting,
to be held for the purpofe of cletSling the board of managers j'

and at every fuch meeting, the board of managers fliall give

a full and fair account of their proceedings, and of the
aftual flatc of the company's affairs j and in order to give

time for the fecretary to prepare the accounts and flate-

iBients, the transfer of fliarcs fhaU be fufpended from the

t\T«»-
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iwentieth to the thirty-firft days of December, inclufively,

in every year.

Nineteenth The board of managers fhall provide an
office in the city of Philadelphia, wherein to hold their

meetings 5 and the fecretary fhall give conftant attendance

therein, day by day, at fuch hours as may be fixed on by
the board of managers, to perform the duties of his ftation,

and for the purpole of laying before any fhare-holder that

may dellre it, the book of minutes, book of records, books
of account, and to give fuch other information refpefting

the eflate and affairs of the company, as will convey a true

idea of its actual fituation.

Twentieth. The certificates for fhares or a61:ions fhall

be transferable at the plealure of the holder j but the tranf-

fers mufl be made by the holder in perfon, or by his attor-

ney, or legal reprefentative, at the office of the board of ma-
nagers, in prelence of the fecretary ; who fhall keep a

re««rd of all transfers, in a book to be provided and kept

for that purpofe ; which transfers fhall be figned by the

iperfon transferring, who fhall alfo deliver up the old cer-

tificate Of certificates, to be cancelled and filed, and new
tones fhall be ifTued to the fame amount to the transferee.

Perfons wanting to transfer fliares, as attornies, mufh pro-

duce a power in the following form :
*' Know all men by

thefe prefents, that do make, con-

flitute, and appoint to be

true and lawful attorney for and in name
to fell, affign, and transfer flrock or fhares

ftanding in name in the books of the north american

land company, with power alfo as attorney or attornies,

imder for the purpofe to make and fubftitute, and to

do all lawful a6ls requifite for elFedting the premifes j hereby

ratifying and confirming all that faid attorney or

fubftitute or fubftitutes fhall do therein by virtue hereof.

In witnefs whereof, have hereunto fet hand
and feal, the day of in the year of

our Lord one thoufand hundred and '*

And the fame fhall be acknowledged, proved, and certified,

in fame manner and form as is before provided with refpeft

to the execution of proxies.

Twenty-firft. The prefident, and board of managers,

fhall caufe a flatement of the company's fales and receipts

to be made out, and printed annually, or if they fee proper,

half-yearly, one copy of which fhall, at the tigiejbe forwarded
P p 2 ta
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%o every fhare-holder that may leave his addrefs at the

office for that purpofe, at his expence, and as he fhall

dire£l.

TviTcnty-fecond. The board of managers fhall, in the

courfe of the laft ten days of the month of December in

every year during the exiftence of this company, caufc the

Recounts of the company to be made up ; and after paying

office-rent, falaries, and contingent charges, and after referv-

ing fuch as they may think neceffary for a contingent fund,

not exceeding 4000 dollars, they fliall declare a dividend

of the remaining balance of the cafli in hand, by dividing

the fame into thirty thoufand parts, and allowing one of

thofe parts to each {hare : the dividend fo made fhall be
advertifed in the public newfpapers, and the fhare-holders

be notified that they may perfonally^ or by their attorney,

or legal reprefentative, apply at the company's office, and
receive payment : and if at any time the receipt of monies,

on account of the company, fliould be fo great previous

to the end of the year, as to admit of more than one divi-

dend, the prelident and board of managers may, in their

difcretion, declare one or more dividends at fuch time or

times as they fhall deem proper, the faid dividends to be

advertifed and paid in the fame manner as is above

provided.

Twenty-third. It is agreed, by the faid Robert Morris,

John Nicholfon, and James Greenleaf, parties of the firfl

part, that the dividend or dividends fhall not be lefs

than fix per cent, per annum, or fix dollars on each fhare

in every year ; and that if the cafh ariiing from the fales

does not amount to that fum, they the faid parties of the

firft part do hereby promife, and bind themfelves, their

heirs, executors, and adminiftrators, to advance and lend to

the board of managers, fuch fum as may be necefTary, in

addition to what they have in hand of the company's money,
to enable them to pay fix dollars on each fhare, the board
of managers granting their obligation to the faid parties of
the firft part, to repay the faid advances out of the iirfl

monies they may receive thereafter, on account of the com-
pany ; except fuch as the faid board are obliged, by article

the fourth, to pay to perlbns recovering againfl the bo.ard j

and alfo excepting the monies referved for a contingent
fund. And in order to fecure the performance on the
part of the faid parties of the firft part, they do hereby
agree to depofit in the hands of the truftees, each 3000

fhares
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fiiares or aftions, making in all 900c fhares, to be held

by them for the ufe of Robert Morris, John Nicholfoil,

and James Greenleaf refpeftively ; fubjeft, however, to thfe

payment of fiich fum or fums in any or every year during

the continuance of this company, as may be neceflary to

•enable the board of managers to pay a dividend of fix peir

cent : and they are hereby authorized to fell aod transfer

fo many fhares as may be needful for that purpofe, in cafe

the faid Robert Morris, John Nicholfon, and James Green-

leaf, or fome of them, their, or fome of their heirs, exe-

cutors, or adminiftrators, fail to provide by other means

the fums neceflary •, the fums of money ariling from fuch*

fales of depofited fhares, to be in the firft inftance applied

to the payment of the dividend ; and afterwards the fame

fums to be replaced from the company's funds, which fhall

be reinvefted in fhares, for account of the faid Robert

Morris, John Nicholfon, and James Greenleaf; and the

fliares fo purchafed, fhall again be depofited as before, and

for the fame ufes and purpofes, it being ijnderftood that thp

faid parties of the firfl part are to draw the annual divi-

dends on their refpeclive parts of the depofited fhares.

Twenty-fourth. The prefident and the managers niufh

neceffarily devote much time and labour to the bufinefs

of this company, the profits will be great and certain,

therefore the company can" well afford to pay thofe who
ferve them. It is therefore agreed, that the prefident and

managers fhall be allowed a commiflion of two and a half

per eent. on the amount of the fales they make ; receiv-

able by them only out of the payments adtually received; or

as the cafh comes into the company's pofTeffion j which

commiflion fhall be divided into live parts, one for the prefi-

dent, and one for each member of the board.

Twenty-fifth. The prefident, and each member of the

board of managers, and the fecretary, fhall feverally give

fecurity to the truflees, in the fum of 20,000 dollars, for

the faithful difcharge of their refpeclive trufts. The board

of managers will alio take fecurity from the agents and

furveyors they may appoint, for the faithful difcharge of

their duty and trufl.

Twenty-fjxth. Certificates for 30,000 fhares or aflions

will be immediately made out, figned, and delivered to the

parties of the firft part, after the execution of thefe articles,

in the following form ; " This is to certify, that

P P 3 If
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is entitled to fhare in the entire property of

the north american land company ; the dividends whereof

fhall not be lefs than fix dollars on each fhare annually ;

conformably to articles of agreement duly executed, dated

at Philadelphia, the twentieth day of February, one thou-

fand feven hundred and ninety-five, transferable only at

the company's office in that city, by the owner in perfon,

or by his executor, adminiftrator, attorney, or^legal repre-

fentative. Signed in the prefence, and by order of the board

of managers at Philadelphia, this day of 17
prefident. Atteft. fecretary."

Twenty-feventh, This company fhall exifi: for 15 years

(unlefs the fales of their lands, and the collection of the

monies, fhall be fooner effected), and as much longer as may
,be neceflary to clofe and fettle their concerns, and make a

.£nal dividend. At the end of 15 years from the date of

thefe articles of agreement, it fhall be the duty of the then

board of managers to call, by advertifements in the news-

papers, upon the Chare-holders, to appear in perfon, or by
proxy, at a meeting to be held at the company's office, fix

months after the date of fuch advertifement ; and there to

determine upon the beft mode of difpofing of any part of

the company's eftate that may then remain unfold or un-

coUefled, fo as to make a juft and final divifion thereof;

and a majority of votes given by the fliare-holders and
proxies that meet, fhall be condufive. The faid board fliall

carry the fame into effeft, and a final dividend thereofj as

foon thereafter as may be pradticable.

Twenty-eighth. It is further agreed, that if upon ex-
perience it fhall be found neceflary to alter, amend, add to,

or diminifh, thefe articles of agreement, the fame may be
done upon the following terms and conditions, and on no
other : the perfon or perfons wifhing for an alteration, fhall

propofe the fame at an annual meeting of the fhare-holders,

by laying the propofed changes before them in writing : and
if fuch changes or alterations, or any part thereof, meet
the approbation of a majority of the fhare-holders and
proxies then met, the propofitions fo laid before them fliall

be printed, with notice that decifion is to be made thereon
at the next annual meeting ; and copies thereof be tranf-

mittcd to every fiiare-holder, who fhall leave his addrefs
at the office for that purpofe, at his expence, and as he fliall

dircdt. When two-thirds of the whole number of ihare-

bolders and proxies then met, concurring or agreeing to the

faid
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faid changes or alterations, or any part thereof (provided

that the faid two-thirds of the Ihare-holders and proxies

reprefent not lefs than two-thirds of the whole number of

fliares), the fame fliall become a part of thefe articles, and
be incorporated in this plan, and be binding upon all con-

€erncd, as if the fame had been now inferted and accepted.

Schedule of the lands wheron the above plan is

founded, viz.

PENNSYLVANIA,

Northampton county - ^

Northumberland
Luzerne -

Mifflin - - - -

Huntingdon
Weftmoreland . _ -

North and weft 9f Allegany and Ohio riverg

VIRGINIA.

Monongahela county

Walhington
Harriibn

Ohio -

Randolph
Montgomery
Greenbriaf

Huffell

Kanhaway

NORTH-CAROLINA.

Beaufort and Hyde coijntics

Rowan county, on Yadkin river _ -

Robinfon, Moore, Cumberland^ Richmond^

and Anfon counties

Acres,

72,000

? I 7,045

4'50<5

34»328

40,000
250,000

19,700
25,000

44.155!
30,000

18,825

484,0251
'5^^355
20,000

134*560

200,000

1 7,299

SOUTH-CAROLINA.

Orangeburgh diftrid

Ninety-fix

Walhington
Pinkney
Camden
Cheraw

Walhjngton county

franklin

CSORGIA,

P4

500,000

577.875
:t7'°34

34.0,680

1,883

15,130

40^36

>453»5»6

30:0,370

Acre«.

647,0^

932,6211

-
t^ 7,295

957»238

£|Sa^ham
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Effingham

Camden
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Given under my hand, and the great feal of* the ftate, at

Philadelphia, the twenty-firft day of February, in the year

of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and ninety-five,

and of the commonwealth the nineteenth.

By the governor,

James Trimble, deputy-fecretary.

No. XIV.

The fecretary of ftate, to whom was referred by the prefi-

dent of the United States, the refolution of congrefs, re-

quefting the prelident " to caufe an eftimate to be laid

before congrefs at their next feffion, of the quantity and
fituation of the lands not claimed by the Indians, nor
granted to, nor claimed by any citizens of the United
States, within the territory ceded to the United States by
the ftate of North-Carolina, and within the territory of

the Unitad States north-weft of the river Ohio," makes
thereon the following report. [Read in the houfe of

reprefentatives, Nov. 20, lypi-]

T,HE territory ceded by the ftate of North-Carolina to

the United States, by deed bearing date the 25th day of

February 1 790, is bounded as follows, to wit : beginning

m the boundary between Virginia and North-Carolina, that

is to fay, in the parallel of latitude 36I degrees north from
the equator, on the extreme height of the Stone mountain,

where the faid boundary or parallel interfe£ls it, and run-

ning thence along the faid extreme height to the place where
Wataugo river breaks through itj thence a dire<fi: courfc

to the top of the Yellow mountain, where Bright's road

crolTes the fame ; thence along the ridge of the faid moun-
tain between the waters of Doe river and the waters of

Rock creek, to the place where the road crofles the Iron

mountain ; from thence along the extreme height of faid

mountain to where Nolachucky river runs through the

fame j thence to the top of the Bald mountain ; thence

along the extreme height of the faid mountain to the

Painted rock, on Frenchbroad river ; thence along the

higheft ridge of the faid mountain, to the place where it is

failed the Great iron or Smoky mountain j thence along

the
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the extreme height of the faid mountain to the place where
it is called Unaka mountain, between the indian towns of
Cowec and Old Chota ; thence along the main ridge of the

faid mountain, to the fouthern boundary of the faid ftate of

North-Carolina, that is to fay, to the parallel of latitude

35" north from the equator ; thence weftwardly along the

faid boundary or parallel, to the middle of the river Miffif-

iippi ; thence up the middle of the faid river to where it is

interfe^led by the firft-mentioned parallel of 3^^- degrees

;

thence along the faid parallel to the beginning : which tra6l

of country is a degree and a half of latitude from north to

fouth, and about 360 miles, in general, from eaft to weft,

as nearly as may be eftimated from fuch maps as exift of

that country.

The Indians having claims VvJ^ithin the faid trait of coun-

try, arc the Cherokees and Chic'kafaws, whpfe boundaries

lare fettled by the treaties of Hopewell, concluded with
the Cherokees on the 28th day of November 1785;
iind with the Chickafaws, on the loth day of January

1786, and by the treaty of Holfton, concluded with the

Cherokees, July 2d, 1791. Thefe treaties acknowledge to

the faid Indians all the lands weftward and fouthward of

the following lines, to wit : beginning in the boundary be-

tween South and North-Carolina, where the South-Caro-»

lina indian boundary ftrikes the fame ; thence north to a

point from which a line is to be extended to. the river

Clinch, that fliall pafs the Holfton, at the ridge wkjch di-

vides the waters running into Little river from thofe run-

ning into the Tenafee ; thence up the river Clinch to

Campbell's line, and along the fame to the top of the Cum-
berland mountain ; thence in a direct courfe towards the

Cumberland river, where the Kentucky road crolTes it, as

far as the Virginia line, or parallel aforefaid, of 36I degrees ;

thence weftwardly or eaftwardly, as the caufe fhall be, along

the faid line or parallel to the point thereof which is due

north-eaft from another point, to be taken on the dividing

ridge of Cumberland and Duck rivers, 40 miles from Nafti-

Tille ; thence fouth-weft to the point laft mentioned, on the

faid dividing ridge, and along the faid dividing I'idge north-

wcftwardly, to where it is interfered by the faid Virginia

line, or parallel of 36I degrees : fo that there remained to

the United States the right of pre-emption of the lands

weftward and fouthward of the faid lines, and the abfolute

right to thofe northward thereof, that is to fay, to one

parcel
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parcel to the eaftward, fomewhat triangular, comprehend-
ing the counties of Sullivan and Waftiington, and parts of
thofe of Greene and Hawkins, running about 150 miles

from eaft to weft, ontheVirginia boundary, as its bafe, and be-

tween 80 and 90 miles from north to fouth, where broad eft ;

;ind containing, as may be conjectured, without pretending

to accuracy, between feven and eight thoufand fquare miles,

or about live millions of acres : and to one other parcel to

the weftward, fomewhat triangular alfo, comprehending
parts of the counties of Sumner, Davidfon, and Tenafee ;

the bafe whereof extends about 150 miles alf.-i, from eaft to

weft, on the iame Virginia line ; and its he'ght, from north
to fouth, about 55 miles ; and fo may comprehend about

four thoufand fquare mil;:;s, or upwards of two and a half

millions of acres of land.

Within thefe triangles, however, are the following claims

of citizens, referved by the deed of ccflion, and confequently

forming exceptions to the rights of the United States :

I. Appropriaitions by rhe Hare of North-<Jarohna, for their

continental and ftate officers and foldiers.

II. Grants and titles to grants vefted in individuals bj
the laws of the ftate.

III. Entries made in Armftrong's office, under an a£t of

that ftate. of 1783, for the redemption of fpecic and other

(;ertificates.

The claims covered by the firft refervation, are—r-

ift. The bounties in land given by the faid ftate of North-

Carolina, to their continental line, in addition ro thofe given

by congrefs , thefe were to be located within a diftrict

bounded northwardly by the Virginia line, and fouthwardly

by a line parallel thereto, and 55 miles diftant ; weft-

wardly by the Tenafee, and eaftwardly by the meridian of

the interfe£lion of the Virginia line and Cumberland river.

Grants have accordingly iflued for 1,2395498 acres, and war-

rants for the further quantity of 1,549,726 acres, making
together 2,789,224 acres. \

It is to be noted, that the fouth-weftern and fouth-eaftern

angles of this diftrift, conftituting perhaps a fourth or a

fifth of the whole are fouth of the lines eftabliihed by the

treaties of Hopewell and Holfton, and confequently in a

country wherein the Indian title is acknowledged and gua-

ranteed by the United States. No information is received

of the exaft proportion of the locations made within thefe

iwgles.

Bounties
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Bounties In land to Evan's battalion, raifed for ftate pur-

pofes : thefe were to be taken weft of the Cumberland
mountain ;—the locations are not yet made.
The fecond refervation covers the following claims

:

ift, Lands for the furveyor-general's fees for laying out

the military bounties, to be located in the military diftrict.

The grants already iflued on this account amount to 30,203
acres.

2d, Grants to Ilaac Shelby, Anthony Bledfoe, and Abfa-
lomTatum, commiffioners for laying out the military boun-
ties ; and to guards, chain-carriers, markers, and hunters,

rrho attended them, already iflued to the amount of

65,932 acres, located in the military diftrift.

3d, Entries in Wafhlngton county, amounting to

746,362! acres; for 214,549! ; which grants have already

iffued. Of the remaining 531,812! acres, a conflderable

proportion were declared void by the laws of the ftate, and

were particularly excluded from the cover of the refervation

in the deed of ceilion, by this claufe in it, to wit ; " Pro-

vided that nothing herein contained fhall extend, or be

conftrued to extend, to the making good any entry or en-

tries, or any grant or grants, heretofore declared void, by
any aft or afts of the general afTembly of this ftate." Still

it is to be confidered, that many of thefe perfons have fettled

and improved the lands, are willing, as it is faid, to comply
with fuch conditions as fhall be required of' other pur-

chafers, form a ftrong barrier on the new frontier, acquired

by the treaty of Holfton, and are therefore objects meriting

the confideration of the legiflature.

4th, Entries in Sullivan county, amounting to 240,624
acres; for 173,332 acres of which, grants have already

iffued ; of the remaining entries, many are certified void,

and others underftood to be lapfed or otherwife voidable

under the laws of the ftate.

5th, Certain pre-emption rights granted to the firft fet-

tlers of Davidfon county, on Cumberland river, amounting
to 390,760 acres.

6th, A grant of 200,000 acres to Richard Henderfon,
and others, on Powel's and Clinch's rivers, extending up
Powel's river in a breadth of not lefs than four miles, and
down Clinch's from their junclion in a breadth not lefs

than 1 2 miles. A great part of this is within the Indian

territory.

Among the grants of the ftate now under recapitulation,

as
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as forming exceptions out of the abfolute rights of the
United States, are not to be reckoned here, two grants of
aooo acres each to Alexander Martin and David Wilfon,
adjacent to the lands allotted to the officers and foldiers ;

nor a grant of 25,000 acres on Duck river to the late major-
general Greene j becaufe they are wholly within the Indian

territory, as acknowledged by the treaties of Hopewell and
Holfton.

The extent of the third refervatlon in favour of entries

made in Armftrong's office is not yet entirely known, nor
can be till the 20th of December 1792, the laft day given
for perfefting them : the fum of certificates however,
which had been paid for thefe warrants into the treafury of
of the ftate, before the 20th day ofMay 1790, reaches in all

probability near to their whole amount ; this was £^13^^49
6s. K^d. currency of that ftate, and at the price of 2" 10 the
hundred acres, eftablifhed by law, fliews that warrants had
ifllied for 3>73(5,493 acres ; for 1,762,660 of thefe grants

have palTed, which appear to have been located partly in the

counties of Greene and Hawkins, and partly in the country

from thence to the Miffiffippi, as divided into eaftern, mid-
dle, and weftern diftricls. Almofl the whole of thefe lo-

cations are within the Indian territory. Befides the warrants

paid for as before mentioned, it is known that there are

fome others outftanding and not paid for : but perhaps

thefe need not be taken into account, as payment of them
has been difputed, on the ground, that the lands being

within the Indian territory, cannot now be delivered to the

holders of the warrants.

On a review of all the refervations, after making fuch

conjedlural allowance as our information authorizes, for the

proportion of them which may be within the Indian bound-
aries, it appears probable that they cover all the ceded lands

fufceptible of culture, and cleared of the Indian title, that is

to fay, all the habitable parts of the two triangles before

mentioned, excepting only the lands fouth of the French-
broad and Big Pigeon rivers. Thefe were part of the traft

appropriated by the laws of the ftate to theufe of the Indians,

whofe title being purchafed at the late treaty of Holfton,

they are now free to be dlfpofed of by the United States,

and are probably the only lands open to their difpofal, within

this fouth-weftern territory, which can excite the attention

ef purchafers. They are fuppofed to amount to about

300,000
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300,000 acres, and we are told that 300 families have already

fet down upon them without right or licence.

The territory of the United States north-weft ofthe Ohlo^

is bounded on the fouth by that river, on the eaft by Pennfyl-

Tania, on the north and weft by the lines whieh divide the

United States from the dominions of Gi'eat Britain and

Spain.

The part of this territory occupied by Indians, is north

and weft of the following lines, eftabliftied with the Wian-
dots, Delawares, Chippawas, and Ottawas, by the treaty of

fort M'Intofh, and, with the Shawanefe, by that of the

Great Miami, to wit : beginning at the mouth of the Caya-

hpga, and running up the river to the portage between that

and the Tufcuroras branch of the Muflcingum, then down
the faid branch to the forks, at the crofting place above fort

Lawrence, then weftwardly, towards the portage of the Big

Miami to the main branch of that river, then down the

Miami to the fork of th?it river next below the old fort,

which was taken by the French in 1752 ; thence due weft

to the river de la Panfe, and down that river to the Wabafh.
So far the lines are precifely denned, and the whole country

fouthward of thefe lines and eaftv>rard of the Wabafh cleared

of the claims of thofe Indians, as it is alfo of thofe of the

Poutiwatimas and Sacs, by the treaty of Muflcingum. How
far on the other fide of the Wabafh the fouthern boundary
of the Indians has been defined, wc know not. It is only

underftood in general, that their title to the lower country,

between that river and the Illinois, has been formally ex-

tinguifhed by the French, while in their pofleflion. As to

that country then, and what lies ftill beyond the Illinois, it

would feem expedient that nothing be done, till a fair afcer-

tainment of boundary can take place by mutual cpnfent be-

tween us and the Indians interefted.

The country within the Wabafti, the Indian line before

defcribed, the Pennfylvania line, and the Ohio, contains, on
a loofe eftimate, about 55,000 fquare miles, or 35 millions

of acres.

During the britifli government, great numbers of perfons

had formed themfelves into companies imder different names,
fuch as the Ohio, the Wabafti, the Illinois, the Miflifiippi,

or Vandalia companies, and had covered with their appli-

cations a great part of this territory. Some of them had
obtained orders on certain conditions, vhich having never

been
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been fulfilled, their titles were never completed by grants.

Others were only in a ftate of negotiation, when the britifh

authority was difcontinued. Some of thefe claims being

already under a fpecial reference by order of congrefs, and
all of them probably falling under the operation of the fame
principles, they will not be noticed in the prefent i*eport.

The claims of citizens to be here flated will be,

1. Thofe referved by the ftates in their deeds of ccffion.

Il, Thofe which have arifen under the government of the

United States themfelves.

Under the firft head prefents itfelfthe trzCt of country fron*

the completion ofthe 41ft degree, to 42° 2' of north latitude,

and extending from the Pennfylvania line before mentioned.

120 miles weftward, not mentioned in tht deed of Con-
nedlicut, while all the country v/eftward thereof was men-
tioned to be ceded ; about 2,500,000 acres of this may per-

haps be without the indian lines before mentioned.

2. A refervation in the deed of Virginia of the pofleffions

tnd titles of the french and Canadian inhabitants and other

fettlers of the Kallcafkias, St.Vincent's, and the neighbouring

villages, who had profefled themfelves citizens of Virginia,

which rights have been fettled by an a6l of the laft feffion

of congrefs, intitled, " An aft for granting lands to the in-

habitants and fettlers at Vincennes and the Illinois country

in the territory north-weft of the Ohio, and for confirming

them in their pofl!effions." Thefe lands are in the neighbour-

hood of the feveral villages.

- 3. A refervation in the fame deed of a quantity not ex-

ceeding 150,000 acres of land, for general George Rogers

Clarke, and the officers and foldiers of his regiment, who
were at the redudtion of Kalkalkias and St. Vincent's, to ba
laid off in fuch place on the north-weft fide of the Ohio, as

a majority of the officers ihould choofe. They chofe they

fhould be laid off on the river adjacent to the rapids, which
accordingly has been done.

4. A refervation, in the fame deed, of lands between the

Scioto and little Miami, to make up to the Virginia troops on
continental eftablilhment, the quantity which the good lands,

in their fouthern allotments, might fall fhort of the bounties

given them by the laws of that ftate. By a ftatement of the

i6th of September 1788, it appears that 724,0537 acres

had been furveyed for them on the fouth-eaftern fide of the

Ohio; that Ij395>3854 acres had been furveyed on the

jjLorth-rweftern fide j that warrants for 649)649 acre;s more.
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to be laid off on the fame fide of the river, v/ere in the

hands of the furveyor, and it was fuppofed there might ftill

be fome few warrants not yet prefented ; fo that this refcr-

vation may be ftated at 2,045,034! acres, or perhaps

fbme fmall matter more.

II. The claims of individual citizens derived from the

United States themfelves are the following :

1. Thofe of the continental army, founded on the refolu-

tions ofcongrefsof September 16, 1776, Auguft 12, and
September 3c, 1780, and fixed by the ordinance of May
2^0, 1785. The refolution of Odlober 22, 1787, and the

fupplementary ordinance of July 9, 1788, in the feven

ranges of townfliips, beginning at a point on the Ohio, due
north from ihe weflern termination of a line then lately run,

as the fouthern boundary of Pennfylvania : or in a fecond

tra<Sl of 1,000,000 of acres, bounded eaft by the 7th range

of the faid townfhips, fouth by the lands of Cutler and Sar-

gent ; north, by an extenfion of the northerfi boundary of

the faid townfhips ; and going towards the wefl fo far as to

include the above quantity ; or lailly, in a third traft of
country, beginning at the mouth of the Ohio, and running
up the Mifhflippi to the river au Vaufe, thence up the fame
till it meets a wefl line from the mouth of the little Wabafh ;

thence along that line to the great Wabafli : thence down
the fame and the Ohio to the beginning. The fum total of
the faid military claims is 1,851,800 acres.

2. Thofe of the individuals who made purchafes of land

at New-York, within the faid feven, ranges of townfhips,

according to the refolutions of congrefs of April 21, 1787,
and the fupplementary ordinance of July 9, 1788, which
claims amount to 150,896 acres.

3.. The purchafe of 1,500,000 acres of land by Cutler and
Sargent, on behalf of certain individuals, aflbciated under
the name of the Ohio company. This begins where the
Ohio is interfered by the weftern boundary of the 7th range
of townfliips, and runs due north on that boundary 1306
chains and 25 links ; thence due v/efl to the weftern bounda-
ry of the 17th range of townfhips : thence due fouth to the
Ohio, and up that river to the beginning j the whole area

containing 1,781,760 acres of land, whereof 281,760 acres,

confifting of various lots and townfhips, are referved to the
United States.

4. The purchafe by the fame Cutler and Sargent on be-
half alfo of themfelves and other. This begins at the north-

eaflern
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faftern angle of the traft of their purchafe before defcribed,

and runs due north to the northern boundary of the tenth
townfhip from the Ohio ; thence due weft, to the »Scioto

;

thence down the fame^ and up the Ohio to the foufh-
weftern angle of the faid purchafe before defcribed, and
along the weftern and northern boundaries thereof to the
beginning ; the whole area containing 4,901,480 acres of
land, out of which, however, five lots, to wit, Nos. 8, 11,
16, 26, and 29 of every townfhip, of lix miles fquare, are

retained by the United States, and out of the whole are re-

tained the three townfhips of Gnadenhutten, Schoenbrun,
and Salem; and certain lands around them, as will be here-
after mentioned.

5. The purchafe of John Cleve Symmes, bounded on the
weft by the great Miami ; on the fouth by the Ohio ; on
the eaft by a line which is to begin on the bank of the Ohio,
20 miles from the mouth of the great Miami, as meafured
along the feveral courfes of Ohio ; and to run parallel v/ith

the general courfe of the faid great Miami ; and on the
inprth by an eaft and weft line, ib run as to include a niiJlion

of acres in the whole area, whereof five lots, numbered as

before mentioned, are referved out of every townfliip by the
United States.

It is fuggefted that this purchafer, under colour of a firft

and larger propolition to the board of treafury, which was
never clofed (but pending that propofition), fold fundry par-

cels of land, between his eaftern boundary before mentioned,
and the little Miami ; and that the purchafers have fettled

thereon. If thefe faggeftions prove true, the fcttlers will,

perhapSj be thought to merit the favour of the legiflature,

as purchafers for valualsle confideration, &nd without notice

of the defeft of title.

The contracts for lands, which were at one time under
conuderation with MefTrs. Flint and Parker, and vvith colonel

Morgan, were never fo far profecuted as to bring either

party under any obligation. All proceedings thereon were
difcontinued at a very early ftage, and it is fuppofed that no
further views exift with any party. Thefe, therefore, are

not to be enunierated among exifting claims.

6. Three totvmihips were referved by the ordinance of
May 20, 178;, adjacent to lake Erie, for refugees from Ca-
nada and Nova -Scotia, and for other purpofes, according to

refolutions of congreft, made or to be made on that fidbjeft.

Ihefe would of courfe contain 6y,i2o acres.

7. The fame ordinance of May 20, 1785, appropriated

Q q the
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the three towns of Gnadenhutten, Schoenbmn, and Salem,

on the Muikingum, for the chriftian Indians formerly fet-

tled there, or the remains of that fociety, with the grounds

round about them; and the quantity of the faid circumjacent

grounds, for each of the faid towns, was determined by the

refolution of congrefs of September 3, 1788, to be fo much
as, with the plat of its refpeftive town, fhould make up

4000 acres ; fo that the three towns and their circumjacent

lands were to amount to 12,000 acres. This refervation

was accordingly made out of the larger purchafe of Cutler

and Sargent, which comprehended them. The Indians,

however, for whom the refervation was made, have chofen

to emigrate beyond the limits of the United States, fo that

the huids referved for them flill remain to the United
States.

On the whole, It appears that the United States mayright-

fully difpofe of all the lands between the Wabafh, the Ohio,

Pennlylvania, the 4ifl parallel of latitude, and the Indian

lines defcribed in the treaties of the great Miami and fort

M*Intofli, with exceptions only of the rights faved by the

deed of ceffion of Virginia, and of ail rights legally derived

*rom the government of the United States: and fuppofing the

parts fouth of the Indian lines to contain, as before conjec-

tured, about 25,000,000 of acres, and that the claims of

citizens before enumerated may amount to between 13 and

14,000,000, there remain at the difpofal of the United States

upwards of 2 t ,000,000 ofacres, in this north-weftern quarter.

And though the want of actual furveys of fome parts, and
of a general delineation of the whole on paper, fo as to ex-

hibit to the eye the locations, forms, and relative politions

of the rights before defcribed, may prevent our forming a

well-defined idea of them at this diftance, yet, on the fpot,

thefe difficulties exift but in a fmall degree : the individuals

there employed in the details of buying, felling, and locating,

poflels local informations of the parts which concern them,
fo as to be able to keep clear of each other's rights j or, if in

ibme inllances a contlicl of claims fhould arife, from any
want of certainty in their definition, a local judge will

doubtlcfs be provided to decide them without delay, at leall

provifionally. Time, inftcad of clearing up thefe incertain-

ties, will cloud them the more,
*:,f

the death or removal of
witncfTes, the difiippearance of lines and marks, change>f
parties, and other cafualties.

T. Jefferson, fecretary af ftatc.

November 8, 1791.
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No. XV.
Extraft of a letter from a gentleman at the Muflcingum,

to the printer of the Mallachufetts Spy, written on the

Iput where the ilrft city of that territory is to be built.

Mr. THOMASi Adelphi', May i6, 1788.

X AM much pleafed with the purchafe we have made, and

am fully determined to fix my refidence here. That part

of the purchafe I have been over, far exceeds my expe^l-

ations j from our eaftern boundary to the Mufkingum (the

diftance of about five miles), the intervals, or v/hat the

people of this country call bottoms, are from one half to

three quarters of a mile wide; thefe, in r'chnefs, and ap-

parent fertility of foil, exceed any thing I ever faw eaft of

the Allegany mountains. Next to thefe are what is called

iecond bottoms, which are elevated plains, and gentle ri-

fings of the richefi: uplands, and as free from ftone as the

low or firfl: bottom, except in fome few inftances, where

thefe elevated plains confifl of a fliallow, light, and fome-

times fandy foil, under which appears an open loofe earth :

back of thefe com.mence the hills, which in general are

confiderably uneven, and feparated by deep, hollow grounds,

where flow innumerable rivulets, which have their fource

from fprings which rife among the hills, the moft of

which are free from flone, and conlift of a rich and deep

foil, fuited to the culture of wheat, grazing, &c. In this

diftance fall into the Ohio two very con{ider.;hle creeks,

called little Muflcingum and Duck creek ; in the fpring

feafon thefe are navigable for boats more than 20 miles,

and afford large tracts of the befl bottoms and uplands for

farming.

We have furveyed the lots of one mile fquare on both

fides the Mufkingum, for 1 5 miles up. A defcription of

the lands in this diftance would be only a repetition of that

already given of that on the Ohio. The timber growing on

the land above defcribed are of the kind mentioned by-

Mr. Hutchins and others ; but I muft confefs, the trees are

larger and more numerous than I expected to find.

We have found plenty of limeftone, as well as fine

quarries of building ftone, at a fmall diftance up the Muf-

kingum, fufHcient for building the city, or any other pur-

Q^q 2 * pofe
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pofe for which- they may be wanted. At prefent we gdi

20 miles up the river for pit-coal, but there is no doubt'

plenty will be found nearer : we have found fcvcral fait

licks within our furveys,'and are affured there is a fait fpring

about 40 miles up the Muflcingum, from which a fufficient

quantity of fait for the fupply of the coimtry may be made.
—Some gentlemen at fort Harniar doubt this information,

but fay a fufficient quantity may be made at a fpring on the

branch, of the Scioto.

We have had no time yet to go in fearch of iron ore ;

but one of our people has brought in a fmall flone, taken

from one of the neighbouring hills, which I found on trial

to contain a rich iron ore. We find the feafon here

much more forward than even at Pittfburgh ; by the 7th

of April there was as good feed for cattle on the banks of

the Mulkingum, as you will_gencrally find by the middle of

!May in the beft enclofures in the county of Worcefter.

To give fome idea of beginning a fettlement in this coun-

try, compared with Vermont, or any new country to the

northward, I fiate the following fadt :—about a dozen fa-

milies removed to this place a year ago laft March, and fet-

tled oppofite fort Harmar, on the Virginia fide of the

Ohio ; their lands were the fame as ours, and entirely new j

they raifed 1000 bufhels of corn laft feafon ; and although

the laft winter was very fevere, they wintered, without any

hay (making ufe of their huflcs and ftalks, with fome corn),

betwen 60 and 70 horfes and neat cattle, fatted a fufircient

quantity of pork for their own confumption, befides win-

tering over a large number of fwine.

From the plot of ground laid out for building the city

of Adelphi, we have a moft delightful profpeiSl ; from this

ground you will have a full view of the waters in the Ohio

eic;ht or nine miles up that river, and five below ; and of

the Mufcingum from its mouth five or fix m.ilcs up. The
front line of houfc-lots is 91; yards from the Mufkingum,and
parallel thereto ; all the fpace between them and the river

is to remain an open ftreet or common ; the courfe of this

ftreet is north 40" weft, and extends in length one mile.

All the ftrects are either parallel or at right angles with

that ; but from fome hollow ground and rivulets the city

will not be parallelogram, although that figure has been

aimed at as much as the fituation would admit j the north-

caft end thereof is bordered by a beautiful brook, which I am
informed runs all the year 5 the fouthmoft end, and. part

of
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04 -the rear, is bounded by another creek larger than the
former, which will afford a good canal for boats to pafs up
when the waters of the Mulkingum are high. The houfe-
Jots, in their neareft approach to the, Ohio, are diftant

therefrom 25 perch, and feparated from it by the laft

mentioned creek, and low interval lands of the firft

<].uality, a part of the houfe-lots towards the rear
are feparated from the reft by a deep hollow ground^
through which the laft mentioned creek paffes : thefe lots

are fituated in ground gently alcending towards the north-
caft, which further on terminates in very confiderable hills,

in which rife eight fprings, the fources of the creek laft

mentioned ; thefe, with a comparative fmall expence, may
be collefted into one great refervoir, and conducted to any
part of the city.

The city plot includes the ruins of fome ancient town
or works, of which the world has heard much of late. I

have not had time to take an accurate furvey of them ail,

therefore nnjft omit a particular defcription thereof; but I

muft cojifefs I was greatly furprifed in finding thole works
lo perfect as to put it beyond all doubt that they are the

remains of a work erecVed at an amazing expence, perhaps

fome thoufand years fince, by a people who had very con-

siderable knowledge in fortifications. In laying out our city,

v/e have preferved fome of the works from becoming pri-

vate property, by including them within lots or fquares ap-

propriated to public ufes, viz. an advanced work, contain-

ing a mound of earth in the figure of a cone, the bafe of

which is 376 feet in circumference, and is 30 feet perpen-

dicular, iurrounded by a parapet ^80 feet in circumference

and 15 feet thick, having a ditch 15 feet wide, and at pre-

fent about three feet deep, and on the fide next the tov/n,

or principal works, an open fpace without parapet or ditch,

where it is prefumed was the gate or place pf entrance.

We have alfo, in the fame manner, fecured for public ufe

two elevated mounds of earth, fituate within the walls of

the great oblong fquare, or principal fortification ; one of

them is nearly of a fquare figure, the fides meafuring

153, 45 feet by 135, 7 feet, is railed about five feet above

the common furface, and on the top a horizontal plain of

the above dimenfions, having on three fides thereor gentle

afcents projecting out, of about 20 feet wide, in the form

of glacis, for the conver^ience of walking up ; and on the

fourth fide is an indented afcent of the fame width. The

Q^q 3
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Other elevated iquare is an oblong of 200 feet by 124, of

about the fame height, and as level on the top as the other,

and regular projefting afcents on each lide thereof; thefe

appear to have been the foundations of fome fpacious public

buildings; but however that may be, they are very con-

venient, and now referved fof that purpofe ; the reft of

the woiks can remain, when, the city is built, on paper

only.

As to the natives, the enfuing treaty I truft will be con-?

dudted on principles of honour and juftice, and end to the

fatisfa£lion of that, as I conceive, much injured people.

When we arrived at this place, we fortunately found cap-

tai» Pipes, the chief of the Delaware tribe, with about 70
men, women, and children, of that and the Wyandot tribes,

at fort Harmar, who had come down to trade ; we were in-

troduced to them by the commanding officer. Captain

Pipes fom^e days after, with about 20 others, came over and
din-ed with me ; we gave them to underftand our bulinefs,

and that we hoped to live in friendfhip, and flaould be glad

tofeetbem, or any of their friends, at all times. Captain

Pipes told us that they fliould be happy to live by us, but

did not expedt any people would come on to fettle before

the treaty ; we told hmi we had brought no families, nor
would any come on until after the treaty, when we expelled

every thing would be fettled to their fatisf^dlion ; in the

nnean time it VN^as neceffary we fhould plant fome corn;

Captain Pipes appeared fully fatisfied, and parted, with

avowing his friendlhip fluould continue as long as the fun

and moon endured. Since making up this new acquaint-

ance, we have more or lefs of our indian friends to vifit us

almofl: every day, who appear in perfe(St; good humour, and
full as happy as we in the new acquaintance ; but nothing

is faid about our fettlement, except one of their chiefs, Avho

3S now at the tort, and appears to be a very fenfible, fober

old gentleman, on his firft vifit to us, told me, that " he
thanked Cod that the way was cleared, fo that they could

come down with Hiftty to trade ; that captain Pipes told

him, he and all the Indians v.'crc ufcd exceedingly well by
us ; ;hat be w;.s very glad to fee us here, but there were fome
things he fhouk: not ipeak of until they met in the great

council, meaning the treaty."
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A,

Acacia regarded by the Indians as an incorruptible wood, 269.
Adelphi, defciription of, in a letter from, 591;.

Acadians, fettlement of, defcribed, 41 7. Their origin and misfor-

tunes, ib.

Acimene, defcription of this wood, 257.
Aft for eftahlifliing trading houfes with the indian tribes, 546.
Aft for eftablifhing Knoxville, 544.
Advertifemint to Filfon's account of Kentucky, 306.
AfFagoula Indians defcribed, 419.
Agriculture, when apparently the firft objeft of mankind, 59.
Alexandria, its population, 180.

Alibama river, a branch of the Mobjlle, 439.
Aiibamas Indians defcribed, 415.
Allegany river defcribed, 24.

Annerica, contrafted with Europe, r. The caufes of its independence,

ib. Sentiments concerning its peopling, ib. Conformity of its in-

habitants to the Tartars, ib. M'hen in its infancy, 3. Tyranniz-

ed over by Spain, 4. Now countenanced by England and France,

ib. Divifion of its weilern country, 2z. Its empire a ftupen-

dous theme f»r fpeculation, 43. Its rapid population a fubjeft

of the utmoft aftonilhment, 47. Probable magnitude of its fe-

deral empire, 50. Increafe of its population during the courfe of

the century, 56 & feq. Natural proportion of the increafe_of its

inhabitants obftrufted by wars, 57. Numerous circumftances

likely to accelerate and increafe its population, 58 & feq.

Magnitude of its lakes, 60. Produce of its weftern territory, ib.

& feq. All its known rivers favourable to commerce, 73. Cal-

culated to become the emporium and proteftor of the world, 75'.

What ought to be the fituation for the permanent feat of its fe-

deral government, 76. Its four moft capital rivers defcribed, ib.

Sc feq. Extenfion and ftrength of its fettlements, 79 £c feq.

The general climate of it defcribed, 124 & feq. Contrail be-

tween it and Europe, 179— iSi. State of its funds, 189. State

of literature, 191. Inhabitants not inferior in point of ability

to the Europeans, ib. State of politics, 193. Its inhabitants not

generally prejudiced againft

plants, fruits, trees, animal

ral hiftor)' touched upon by ,

and Pennant, 27S. INlr. Thos. Cooper's anfwers to quefrions re-

lating to the Hate of fociety and prices of provifions, 180.

Inducement to quit England for America, 183. Ko anxiety

about proTiding for afamilv, 184. What people will find it their

'Cl.q 4 intereft
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intercft to go thither, iS6. Remarks concerning the populatioij,

of its immenfe continent, ?6j. Sc feq. What nations may be fup-

pofed to have contributed to it, 267 &: feq. Preferable to

France to fettle in, 202. Vaft e tent of territory, 456. Popu-

lation, ib. Not liable to the fame defefts which caufed the fhort

duration of other empires, ib. Likely to engrofs the whole

c< merce and be the firft nation of the world, 457. Thoughts
on emigration to it, 4-^6. Detail of the routine of a fettler's oc-

cupation as a farmer an ^ planter in the american woods for the

three firft years, ib, and feq. Dr. Franklin's remarks for the

information of thofe who wifh to become fettlers, 481 & Icq.

Obfervations on the ftate of landed property in, 549. Treaty

concluded between the United States and Spain, 562 & feq.

Plar ot affociation of the north american land company, 572
& feq. Report on the ceded territory, 585 & feq.

Amit river defcribed, 432, _ Account of the adjciniiig land, ib.

A labaptifts, the firft who prompted public vvor(hip ip Kentucky,

321.

AnVmals, american, locally enumerated, 278 <Sf feq.

Ancient fortifications defcribed, on the Mufkingum, 21. 298; at

Grave creek, Paint creek, Miami, &c. ib. & feq. Obfervations

on the ancient works in the weftern country, by major Heart,

Ancient veftig^s of fettlements, 295. »

Apalachian beans defcribed, 239.
Apoquinimy river, 108.

Appaloufa river defcribed, 420. Account of the fettlements on It, ib.

Appendixes, No. L 389. Ko. II. 458. No. III. 481. No. IV,

485. No. V. 5 2. No. VI. 544. No. VII. 546. No. VIII,

ib. No. IX. 549. No. X. ib No. XL 559, No.XIL 562.
No. XIII. 572. No. XIV. 5S5. No. XV. 595.

Apples of a good qualify grow in America, 264. May apple, de-

fcribed, 267.

Appyrentices, want of, in America, 484.
Apricot feldom feen in the wellern parts, 6^.

Arkanfavv Indians, their number, 42S. River of that name, ib.

Polls and ffttleirents upon it, ib.

Army, Handing, its pernicious confequencesj 16.

Afbeilos, 84.

Afliton, cajHain. falls in nn ae^ion with the favages, 354.
Afit fcniet or Minr.mii river de.'crlhed, 495;.
Affdciat ion plan ot the nortli american land company, .572.

Atheifii) unknown in Anv^rica, 485.
Aubrey, M. his obfequious and fcrvile behaviour to the fpanilH

general Uiloa, 395.
B.

BALTIMORE, its population, i8o.

Bar'-^ of american lime trees, proper for making rope?, 277.
JBarley grows. extrcin;;ly well in America, Zjk.

Be ans.
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Beans, appaiachian, defcription of, 239*. French, ~ found in the

country, ib,

Beaver creek navigable with canoes only, 116. Defcribed, 493.
Big-bhck river, 425. Land near it, defcribed, ib.

Big Kanhaway river defcribed, 494. Land and foil on jt, ib,

Eiloxi Indians defcribed. 420.
••....

Biloxi, bay of, defcribed, 434.
Bend, great, of the Tenafee, dercribed,'i4,

Bippere, veftiges of ancient fettlements at, 299.
Birds, enumeration of, 280 & feq.

Bifons of Scythi,! refcnble the buffaloes of America, 3.
Blick, one in New-Englanl compofed an ephemens, 228.
Blaife, cape, defcribed, 4J2; its foundings, ib.

Bli]e licks, dreadful refuk of the battle there, 3J5.
Boats, flat-bottomed, how conftrufled, 68. lo^. In what mas^

ner propelled by vhe force of mechanical powers, 332.
^pnesj of immenfe magnitude not afcertained, 31. Conje<flurc«

refpe£ling them, 324. Some found in Ruffia of the fame kind,
ib. Sc feq. ,

Boon, colonel Daniel, figns his recommendation of Filfon's ftate of
Kentucky, 306. Himfelf one of the earliell: fettlers there, 307.
Proceeds in queft of Kentucky with his affociates, 339. Finds ia

'

it abundance of wild beafts, ib. and immenfe quantities of buf-

i^loes, ib. Sei:Ted and plundered by the Indians, 340. Efcapes,

ib. Joined by his brother, ib. ; who fhortly returned leaving

him alone, 341. Contemplates the beauty of the country, ib.

His brother corpes back, and they depart together to Cumber-
land river, 34^. He foon afterwards goes home for his family, ib.

whom with other families he brings to Kentucky, ib. Again en

gaged with the Indians, ib. His fon falls in the aition, ib. Em-
ployed by govetnor lord Dunmore to conduct fome furveyors to

a diftant fettlement, 344. ": akes a command during the cam-
paign, ib. Marks out the roads tov/ards Kentucky, ib. AiTailed

by the Indians, 345. Erefts a fort at Boonfborough, ib. More
battles, 34^— 346. 3 "JO & f'"n. Their conf^quences, 346 Sc feq.

351. His daughter taken prifoner, 345; retaken, ib. Himfelf

taken prifoner, 347. Experiences a generous treatment from the

Engliih and from the Indians, ib. Efcapes to Boonfborough,

349. Lofes his fecond fon in battle, 353. How verifying the

obfervations of an old Indian, 358. His prayer for the extirpation

of war, 359. Lives at length in undiiturbed tranquillity, ib.

Bofton, its population, 180.

B'iurbcn, one of the four capital rivers in America, 77 Sc feq.

Bowman, colonel, his long paffage thr )ugh a fubterrancous lake,

322. brings a reinforcement to coloael Boon from Virginia,

347. Refulr of his exi-^edirion againft the Shawanefe, 352.

Braddock, general, a confequence of his defeat, 12.

Budget, report of Mr. fecrt-tary Hamilton o;i opening his, 546.

Buck-wheat an excellent grain, 242.
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Buffaloes of America refemble the bifons of Scythia, 3. Manner
in which they form a lick, 31. Their immenfc number, 41.

jEuffalo grafs, defcription of, 334.

Buffalo river defcribed, 496. Land and produftions on it, ib.

Buffon, in part defcribes the mammuth, 31. 278. Touches upon
the natural hiftory of America, ib. His remark concerning the

animals inhabiting in common the ty/o countries," 365,

Bnghaloons river, remarkable for extenfive meadows bordering on
it, 493. Not navigable, ib.

Burying-grounds, feme at Kentucky, peihaps bearing a refem-.

biance to ancient britifh remains, 369,

G.

CAHOKIA village defcribed, 501.

Calaway, colonel, his daughters taken prifbners by the Indians^

and retaken, 345.
Calts of a monftrous fize found in the Miffifllppi, 408.

Campbell, colonel, gains a viftory ever colonel Fergufon and hU
detachment, 15.

Campbletown fettlement defcribed, 445.
Canada defcribed, 45. Its v/inters, ib.

Canals, benefits to be derived from their cooipletion, 2^.

Canawagy river defcribed, ^,)2.

Cane, the, defcribed, 29.

Cannadarqua, population of this town, 463. Intended to be thi;

head town of the county of Ontario, ib.

Cape au Gres, on the Milliflippi, defcribed, 503.
Carolina ground nut, the long defignation of it by Mr. Jeffeffon,

269.

Carolina, north, topographically defcribed by T. Hutchias, 485
& feq.

Carver, his ideas of civilization on one fide of the Allegany moun-
tains, imacinary, 2. Parts of America defcnbed by him, 44.
Accuracy of his obfervations, 45. Mentions the four capital

rivers of America, 77 <& feq.

Cnfcade and rock, defcription of one near the weftern fide of the

Youhiogeny river, 304.
Caffia clianiLL-chrifla, its beneficial effefts in recruiting worn-oui

lands and enriching lands naturally poor, 26. Defcribed, ih-

Cat illand defcribed, 43 5,

Catabaws defcribed, .72. 363.
Cataraqui, or Ontario lake, defcribed, 292.
Cayuga Indians, account of, 290.
Catelby touches upon the natural hiftory of America, 27S.
Cathrinestown village, population of, 464.
Cat-fid:, its immenfc fize, 41.319.
Cattle profper in the Genefee trad, 465'.

Caves, their prodigious dimcnfions, 322, How curioufly fupported,

ib.

Cayahog«
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Cayahoga river defcnbed, /cy. 493. Likely to become of con-

fiderable importance, 494.
Ceded territory, report on, i;85 &; feq.

Chafta hatcha, or Pea nver, deicnbed, 449.
Cbaftaws, defcribed," 52. 290. Their tradition of their origin^

299. Their nuoibers, 427.
Chalk found in vHrious parts, 137.

Channels of communication by water, their varieties and extent,

IS- '74-
. . . r, .J

Chaplain, captain, nature of his remarks in confirmation of the idea

that the Mifouri colo y was fuppofed to have been founded by
Madoc a prince of Wales, 36S.

Charlevoix quoted, 4. Parts of America defcribsd by him, 44,
His account of the Ohio, 333.

Char. res, fort and village, defcribed, 501. '

Cheeming town, population of, 464.
Chegee Indians, defcribed, 363.

Chelicothe, old, mannerin which it is built, 371.

Cher, kee river, defcribed, 498. Navigation of it, ib. Whirl ot

fuck in it, ib. Soil on it, ib. Not navigable in many places,

499-
Cherokees defcribed, 51 & feq. 290. 362.

Chefalaya river, defcribed, 420. Bay of it, ib.

Chefapeak bay defcribed, 104. 108.

Chefnuts defcribed, 268.

Chefter river defcribed, 108.

Chetimachas Indians defcribed, 415.
Chetimachas river defcribed, 416.

Chicamawgee Indians defcribed, 362.

Chickafavv Indians defcribed, 290. 363. Their tradition of

their origin, 302. Their numbers, 42;. River, defcribed, 429.
Land adjoining to it, account of, ibi

Chippawa Indians defcribed, 292.

Choptank river defcribed, 108.

Church, its tyranny retarding the elucidation of truth, 206,

Clark, general, his fuccefsfal expedition againlt Peckaway, ^^^,

His diftinguilhed charader and fortunate expedition, 357. Re-

ceives ambaffadors from the Indians 358.

Clarkville deu ribed, 34
Clay, plenty of, in America for the mak'ng of bricks, 136.

Climate, its eff ft^ on the human foul. ig. Nature of it in Ame-
rica, 121. 137. Remarks concerning its efFed^s on the ficin and

its alTimilation of foreigners to natives, 225 & feq. In the Gene-
fee traft, 467.

Cline, Mr. his opinion concerning the mamrauth, 279.
Clover, the, defcnbed, 30.

C(>.i;s, (ome beds of, in .-Amer •«, 87. 17. '36.

Cod uus nver, a branch of the nfq ; nna, 107.

Coiice.tree,* iis culture throughout the fcttlcmentsj 274 & feq.

Columbia,
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Columbia, new capital of South-Carolina, i,2'j.

Comit river defcribed, 432. Produce and fertility of the adjoining

country, ib.

Commerce, fyftems for its aggrandizement, how baneful, 80.

Cufhmunications between the waters o^ the old european fettlements

and the waters of the Ohio, 1 10.

Company, north american land, plan of the ^ffoci^tion of, 572 8i

feq.

Coneftoga river, a branch of the Sufquehanna^ 107.

Conewegy river, a branch of the Sufquehanna, 107.

Cook, captain, his difcoyeries appear to fupport the hypothcfis qf

BufFon concerning [the animals iphabjting in cornmoa the two

continents, 366.

Conclufion, the, 37^.
Cool, William, accompanies colonel Boon in queft of Kentucky,

339-
Continental currency, ftateofthe, 8.

Cooper, Mr. Thooias, hisletteron the ftate of fociety and prices of

pfcfviiions in America, 180 & feq.

Copj?er mines in New Jerfey, 84. On the Wabafh, 135.

Corn, indian, defcribed, 235. Its ufes, 237. Guinea corn or

, panic defcribed, 242.
Cotton, manufaftory,' apparently more profitable than that of filk,

64. Crop of, upon the Cumberland, 48. Method of culture, 253.
Will grow in any foil, ib. A powerful fydorilic, 256.

Court of criminal and civil jurifdiftion, 213.
Coitflac Indians, where fettled, 449.
Coxe, Tench, quoted, 18. His obfervations on the populations

ftate of liie»a|:ure, civil li^rty and religious rights in America,'

220. ' '

Cr.ine, its particular longevity, 132,
Crawfifh abound in the Miffillippi, 408.
Creeks defcribed, 50 & feq. Two remarkable ones, 1

1
5. Creeks.

> in the Ohio defcribed, 403 & feq.

Crows iT)e;^dows fiyer defcribtd, jpq.
Crozat, M. obtained a grant of Lc^ifiana from the frcnch king^

390. Its bounds, ib. Refigns his grant, 391.
Culvers village, population of, 464.
Cumberland- mountain, its horrible afpeft, 343.
Cumberland river defcribed, 14. 38. Land adjoining to it defcribed,

41. 48. How far navigable, 73.
Cumberland fettlement, caufe of its commencement, 13. Its pro-

ductions, e>4& feq.

Curiofity natural to the foul of man, 338.
Cuftias defcribed, 240,

D.

.D'ABENTON touches upon the natural hiftory of America, 273.
Dalton, J. holdi a council with the Tiankalhaw Indian-, 359. hie

fpcech, 360.

Dancs^
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t)anes, great navigators, tlieir difcoveries, ^6ji

Dauphin ifland defcribcd, 436.

Deer, manner in which they form a lick, 31. Their immcnfe num
ber, 45.

Definitive treaty between Great Britain and the United States of

America, 393.
De la March river defcribed, 508.

Delaware river defcribed, 105.

Delugd, efFefts afcribed to it, 91.

Demi Quian lake, its fize and fituation, 508.

Demi (inian river defcribed, ^oS. Large favannah on it, ib*

Defcription of a remarkable rock and cafcade near the weftcrn fide

of the Youghiogeny river,, by T. Hutchins, 304.

Detail of the routine of the occupation of a fettler as a planter and

farmer in the American woods,] for the firft three years, 476
& feq.

Detroit defcribed, 45 and feq. ^o^. Probable furrender of its

forts likely to increafe the fettlements upon the borders of iht

lake Erie, 54. Of material importance to Great Britain, 286.

Situation of it delightful, 505. Number of inhabitants, ib,

Detroit river defcribed, 505.
'

Dick's river defcribed, 311.

DiftSncesfrom Knoxville to Philadelphia, ^-t;.

Diftances from one river to another, 71. 108.

Diicinftlons, their exiftence how baneful to human nature, 31.

Divinity, profeffars of, not much in requeft in America, igo.

Dog ifland defcribed, 435.
Drinker, Edward, curious particulars concerning him, introduc-

tion, V. Gave the unconftitutional avfts of Great Britain' again€

America to his grandfons, that they might convert^ them inta

kites, vi.

Duck river, where navigable, ;yo.

Dunmore, earl of, his expedition, 6.

p:.

EARTH, various fyftems and theories of, gn
Eaft river defcribed, 448.

Eels found in the Miffiifippi, 408.

Elkhorn river defcribed, 31 1.

Elks, their immenfe number, 45.

Emigrants, their numbcrsj 56. Detail of the routine of a fettlef

as a planter and farmer in America for the firft three years, 476.
Emigration, thoughts on, 473. Remarks on, by Dr. Franklin,

481 Sc feq.

Endlefs mountains, defcription of, 87. Many chains of them, 88;
each chain confifts of a particular kind of itone, ib.

England, how politic and humane, 4. Her fettlements in Amerioa>

5 & feq. Caufe of the war between her and France, ib. Obtains

ceflions by the treaties of Paris in 1763, 13. Enjoying a con 1

fiderable Ihare of liberty whillt other countries languilhed under

defpo-



INDEX.

dcrpotifm, 29. In what inRance praftifing the very policy wliicfj

flie (o fe\erely reprobated in France, 296. Inducements to quit

it for America, 183.

Englifli language likely to fiiperfede the Latin, 233.

Erie, lake, defcribed, 505. Navigation of it good, ib. Banks have a

flant fandy fhore, ib. Its circumference, 6::. Fifh in it, 505.

Efcambia river defcribed, 446. Soil, climate, and advantages of the

adjoining country, ib. Sc leq.

Efpiritu Sancfo bay defcribed, 453. Great plenty of fifh here, ib.

Abounds in wild fowl, ib.

Efquine defcribed, 256. Sudorific virtue of it, ib. Natives ufe it

fuccefsfully to make their hair grow long, ib.

Efauimaux Indians, fuppofed remains of the colony of Vinland,

367-
Evans, Lewis, his philofophical propofition, 128.

Evans, Mr. extraftfrom his journal, 89. Account of him, ib.

Eiiphorbus, defcription of his death, 289.
Europe, when in its infancy, 3. Contraft between it and Ame-

rica, 179.
Exchange, courfe of, 8. Lownefs of it tended to acceler,::e the fet-

tlemcnt of the country, ib.

Expeditions, recital of two, againdan Indian tribe, 379.
Expedition, journal of one, by Mr Patrick Kennedy, to the head

quarters of the Illinois river, 506 and feq.

F.

FARINACEOUS plants, enumeration of, 235.
Farm, preduce of, the firft year after clearing in the american

woods, 477.
Fanners on the Cumberland river, manner of defcribing their land,

48. Detail of the routine of a fettler's occupation as a farmer

and planter in the american woods for the firft three years,

476 & feq.

Fanrling, the beft line of life for a man of middling fortune to

adopt in America, iqj.

Federal government, circjmftances under which it arofe, 19 Sc feq.

Fergufon, colonel, defeated and killed, 15.

Fibrous plants enumerated, 242.
Filfon, John, his account of Kentucky a fourcr of information to

all fucceeding writers, introdudion, v. vi. Hisftateof it, 306.
Recommendations of the authenticity of his account under the

fignatures of Boon, Todd, and Harrod, ib. Not an inhabitant

of the fettlement, 307. Goes tliitlier in 1767, 308. Obliged to i/^"^
decamp, ib. Returns again in 1769, with colonel Boon and '^'wS^

others, ib. IDefcribcs its fituation and boundaries, 310 ; its ri« ^^
vers, ib. & feq. the nature ot its foil, 313 ; its air and climate,

316 & feq. ; its foil and produce, 317 & feq.; its quadrupeds,

320. ; its inhabitant , 321 & feq. ; its religious feds, ib. ; itscu-

riofitics, 322 & feq. ; its duFerent fprings, 323 ; iis curious fepul-

chVes, ib. & feq. ; its various rights ot land, 326 & feq. ; its

trade, 328 & feq. ; its government, 335 & feq.
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FIreflone found to the northward of Newark, 84..

FJax and hemp, how much imported to Great Britain from the
Baltic, 243, Might be cultivated with vaft fuccefs on the Miffif-
fippi, ib.

Florida, Weft, hiftoty and topography of, 288.

Flowers, variety of, and enumeration of them, 234.
Forbes, general, refult of his capture of fortdu Qu^efne, 12.

Forked river defcribed, 40.
Fortifications, ancient, on the Muflcingum and other parts, de-

fcribed, 21. 297.
Foffils, why of unafcejtained value, 37.
Fox river defcribed, 510.
France, how politic and humane, 4. Her fettlements in America,

5 & feq. Caufe of the war between her and England, 16. Pa-
triarchal manner in which her colonial fubjefts lived at Poft St.

Vincent, 13. Conciliates the manners of the favages in Ame-
rica, 296. DifFufed amongft them a more general knowledge of
the ufe of fire-arms, to render them more formidable to the

whites, ib. When this animofity ceafed, ib.

Franklin, Dr. his remarks for the information of thofe who wifh t9

become fettlers in America, 48 1 & feq.

Franklin, ftate of an intended diftindion, 51.

Freemen, inftances of their fuperiority over flaves, 15.

Friends' fettlement in the Genefee traft, 463.
French-beans found in America, 239.
French creek on the Ohio defcribed, 493.
Friend, military lamentation over the lofs of an accomplifhed one,

289. His death compared to that of Euphorbas, ib.

Fruit, american, inferior to englifli, 204. Enumeration of the

different kinds of, 262.

Froft, fevere, experienced at Kentucky, 549.
Funds, ftate of the american, i8g.

Fur trade, eng'ifti, in Canada, when likely to be reduced more
than one half, 286.

G.

GALLIPOLIS, fettlement of, defcribed, 379. 387.

Genefee country defcribed, 53 & feq. Account of the foil, grow-

ing timber, and other produftions, 458 & feq. Diftance from

Hudfon's river and Philadelphia, 459. Peculiar advantages dif-

tino-uifhing thefe lands, ib. Return of the fettlers on the pre-

emption lands in the county of Ontario, 462. Settlement of

quakers, 463. Capable of great improvement, 464. No
country better'adapted for raifing cattle, 465. Climate, 467. Go-
vernment, 469. Its population, 469. Native india;is, ib. Schools,

lb. Churches, ib. Enjoying the fame privileges as the other

citizens of America, 470. Soil, 465. Detail of the routine

of a fettler as a farmer and planter for the three firft years,

476.
Geneva,
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Oencva, town of, its population, 464.

Geographer, either ignorant of Kentucky, or negligently overlook-

ing it, 306.^
Gibbaway Indians defcribed, 363.

Gillori ifland defcribed, 437.
Girty, captain, inflames the favages againft colonel Boon and Lis

affociates, 35:5.

Gift, Mr. extraft from his journal, 30. 99.
Gordon, colonel, his high opinion of the vveftern llnryits of the fede-

ral empire of America, 60. Defcribes the manner of paffing the

falls of the Ohio, 73.
Grape, native, defcribed, 36. Various kinds of, 26;. Eoropeah,

does not bear tranfplanting to America, 37. Capable of being

brought to great perfeftion, and of p-oducing good wine, i66.

Grafs, (iiffdrcnt kinds of, defcribed, 234.
Grave creek, ancient fortifications on, 297.
Great Bone lick defcribed, ^i.

Great Salt lick creek defcribed, 118. 495;
Great Miami river defcribed, 119.

Great Mineami river defcribed, 495*
Great Pelican ifland defcribed, 437.;

Greenland difcovered by the Danes, 367.
Green ri\;er defcribed, 36. 312.

Guinea corn, 01 panic, delcribed, 242.
Gunpowder, many of the natives manufafture (heir own, 1354
Gypfum found in various parts, 137.

H.

HAMILTON, Mr. fecretary, report on opening his budget, 54#.
Hare, wild, not one in America, 2'^g.

Harland, major, killed in an ac'tion with the Indians, 35^.
Harrod, colonel James, figns his recommendation of Filfon's ftarte

of Kentucky, 306,
Hatchee river defciibed, 40.
Hawk, its particularly extended age, 132.
Hawk's bay defcribed, 437.
Heart, major Jonathan, his letter to B. S. Barton, M, D. Sec. con-

taining obfervations on the ancient works, native inhabitants, Sec,

of the weftern country, 296.
Hemp, native or wild, might be improved, 63. 244.
Kemp and flax, quantity imported annually from the Baltic into

Great Britain, 243.
/lenderfon, Mr. the refult of his endeavours to eftablilli a colony

at Kentucky, 7. His claim inveftigatcd, 8. An indemnification
granted to him, ib. Situation of his grant, 36. Purchafes of
lands at Kentucky, 3og. His right difputed by the ftate of Vir-
ginia, who, notwithftanding, reward him for his acquifitions, ib.

Henriade, the rcafon why it has. been (o little read, 229.
Herbs, different kinds of, 234,

Hiccory,
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Hiccory, various kinds of, 267.
Hillfborough, earl of, account prefented to him of the various and

important public advantages to be drawn from the country of the
Ohio, 66 & feq.

Hockhocking river defcribed, 117. 494.
Holden, John, accompanies col. Boon in queft of Kentucky, 339.
Holder, captain, defeated at the head of his party againft the fa-

vages, 354.
Holfton, country of, its fituation, 15. Defcribed, 40. Popula-

tion, 513, River, 113.
Homer, his idea of the refult of flavery, 228. Quoted, 289.
Hops grow fpontaneoufly in America, 244. Cloth prepared in Swe«

den from hop-ftalks, ib. Culture and preparation, ib.

Hornbeam common in America, 277,
Horn ifland defcribed, 436,
Hubert, madam, her experiments on the filkworm, 277.
Hudfon's river, defcription or the adjacent land, 82.

Huma Indians defcribed, 415.
Hunter,Dr his opinion concerning the mammiith, 279. Of certain

bones of an imraenfe fize, 325.
Hutchins s hiftorical narrative, and topographical defcription of

Louifiana and Vv^eft- Florida, 3S8. Of Virginia, Pennfylvania,

Maryland, and North-Carolina, &c. 485 & feq.

Huron, lake, its circumference, 60.

I.

JALAP found wild in Penfacola, 260. Culture fomevvhat analo-

gous to that of carrots, 261.

James river defcribed, 112.

Ibberville river defcribed, 417. 432. Poft eftablifhed on it, ib,

taken by the Spaniards, ib. How it might be rendered the

centre of the weftern trade, 328. Its difcovery, 390.
Iceland difcovered by the Danes, 367. ,

Icelanders, their fettlementat Vinland, 367.
JefFerfon, Mr. his remarks on population, 56 ; on the numbers of

em.igrants, ib. His account of the inundations of the Ohio, 78.

A man of erudition, 79. But fuperficial, and attached to his own
theories, 81. Quoted, 137. Obfervations concerning his tables

of average heat and cold, 143. His ideas ot the goverrment of

Virginia, 297 & feq; Where adopting the fentiments of Mr.
Eurke, 2TO. His prejudices againft the negroes, 222 & feq.

Objections againft his arguments on this fubjedl, 223 & feq.

Comparatively inferior in genius to Phyllis Whately, 229. Too
fevere on Ignatius Sancho, 230. How miftaken with refpeft to

Terence, ?b. His humane and candid remarks on the relative fitu-

ation of mafter and Have, ^. Yet thinks the African a being

between the cran-outang, zyh His long defignation of the Ca-

rolina, ground nut, 269. His opinion concerning the raam-

muth, 379,
R r Jeru-



Jerafalem delivered, reafons wliy It has been fo little read, zig.

Illinois country defcribed, 3. loi. 561. League, of whoni com-

pofed, I 21. Slimmer feafon nearly the fame as at Paris, 406.

Importance of it, 418. Produce of it, ib.

Illinois lake defcribed, 509.

Illinois riv r defcribed, r 3. lOi. Journal of an expedition by Mr.
Kennedy to the head quarters of it, 506.

Indian chief, old, his obfervations to colonel Boon on figning colo*

nel Hi^nderfon's deed, 358.
Iridian nations, caufe of their decreafe in population, 4.
Indian corn defcribed, 235.
Indiana defcribed, 488.

Indians fell grants of land to the britifh commiflioners, 6. Maffa-

cre the firft fettlers, ib. Engaged againft the army of colonel

Lewis, ib. Their conceffions in coVifideration of former maffa-

cres, 19; which, notwithftanding, they in part renew, ib At
war with the fettlers, 20. How fufFering by intoxication, 53.
Why they cannot carry on their attacks regularly and perfever-

ingly, 288. Their barbarous treatment of the vanquifhed, 352.
One {hot in the moment after he had killed his enemy, 354.
Send ambaffadors to gesieral Clark, 358. Names of thofe pre-

fent at the Piankalhaw council, 362. Various nations of them
defcribed, 360 290 & feq. Their perfons, habits, and various

ornaments, 369 & feq. Their warlike inftruments, 295. 370J
their great dexterity in ufing them, ib. Their genius, difpofi-

tion, and conftitution, 303. 370 & feq. Their generous allow-

ance for mifchiefs done during intoxication, 371. Their natural

eloquence, ib. Their modes of liv'ing, ib. Their dwellings, 372.
Their domeftic utenfils, ib. Their religion, and its accompanying
ceremonies and fellivals, ib. & feq. They feaft for the recovery

of the fick, 373 Their laws againft adultery and murder, ib. &
feq. Their forms of marriage, 374. The llavery of their wo-
men, ib. Power of their king?, ib. Their mutual wars, ib. Their
cruel treatment of their captives, ib. Their good notion of dif-

tances, bearings, and delineating, 102. Their good difpolltions

to the Americans, 519. Cbfervations with refpeil to the pre-

fervation ofpeace with them, 559. Cuftoms and manners, 302.
Arts, 303, Ad for eitabliihing trading houfes with their

tribes, 546.
Indigo, msthod of its culture, 249.
Indians, Huron, defcribed, 364.
Inducement to people to quit England for America, 30*
Infidelity rare and fecret in America, 483:.
Introdiiftion, i.

Invention, what the moft powerful ftlmulus to it, 38.
Journal, Mr. Patrick Kennedy's, of an expedition to the head quar-

ters of the Illinois river, j' 6.

Julian, the emperor, his opinion of the winters in France, 46.
JuTlfprudencc,advantageou!) refult of its fimplicity and llrength, 1 1.

Iron
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Ircft ore, wlicre ibund, 135. Found in Cumbcrlahd and Keni
• tucky, 545.
Ifinglafsj vein of, defcribed, 82. 104.

K.

KAIMS, lord, contends that climates affimilatc foreigners to na-

tives, 225.

Kakafky Indians defcribed, 364.
Kalm touches upon the natural hiftory of America, 278.

Kanhaucary, grear, when the fettlements at the mouth of it com-
menced, 3S6.

Kanhaway, great, river, defcribed, 26. 100. 1 17. 494. 500. Magni-
tude of the obftruflions againft its navigation, 72. Land on it,

494. Journal of an expedition from, to the head of the Illinois,

506.
Kenapacomaqua, country near it, defcribed, 384.
Kennaway, great, river, defcribed, 312.

Kennaway, little, river, defcribed, 26.

Kentucky, fettlement of, ailonifhing that it (houJd be admitted as

a feparate ftate into the federal government of America, intro-

duftion, i. Its fudden rife, ii. An objedl of contention be*

tween the Indians and Americans, iii. Great benefits arifing

to it from the free navigation of the Miffiffippi, v. Probable

extenfion of its trade and commerce, viii. ix. Its peopling

encouraged by Virginia, 6. The river defcribed, 118. De-

fcription of the various lands, their allotments, how contraftsd

for, and how purchafed or obtained, 8 & feq. Commiffioners

fent to adjuft the claims of the fettlers, 10. When ccnfidered as

an eftablilhed fertlement, 1 2. Strange defcription of its bound-

aries, ib. Formed in part by pre-emption rights, 14. The
key-ftone of fettlements upon the waters of the Miffiflippi, 16.

Number of emigrants reforting thither, ib. Receives a general

court from the ftate of Virginia, ib. Its roads more opened to

admit carriages, 17. Augmented in its numbers, ib. Inclined

to independence, ib. Reafons for deferring an application to be

taken into the federal government, 18. Secure in defpite of fur-

rounding wars, 22. Agreement for its admiffion into the federal

union, ib. Its population, and natural and artificial productions,

24. 180. 47 & feq. Advantageous courfe of its rivers for the

purpofes of land-carriage, 25. Heights of its perpendicular pre-

cipices, 32. Wine made from its native grape, 37. Abounds

in folTils, ib. But is in want of chymifts and mineralifts, 38.

Its foil favourable to hemp and Indian corn, 63. -And to il'.c

and cotton, 64. Excellence of its llicep and wool, 6^. Its fait

fprings defcribed, 133 & feq. Its various mines, minerals, and

quarries, 135 & feq. Its different fprings, 137. Its climate,

ib. & feq. Advantage from having neither marflies nor bogs,

143. Stations of its inhabitants defcribed, 165 & feq. Their

R r i lc'£-
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log-houfes, 166, Their modes of cultivation, ib. & feq. arid

the variety of their abundant refources, ib. Fortunate confe-

quences accruing to it from an acceffion of emigrants, 168 & feq.

Their occupations and paftimes, 769 & feq. Their ufual beve-

rage, 170. Their feverai routes, ib. Modes of tranfporting bag-
gage, 171. Expence of travelling, ib. & feq. Prices of provi-

fions, 172 & feq. 177. Its diftances from other fettlements,

173. Value of land for purchafe, 175 ; preparations and acqui-

fitions neceffary upon taking pofleffion of it, ib. Sc feq. Abund-
ance which muft enfue, i']6 & feq. Laws, government, and re-

ligion defcribed, 205 & feq. State of it, by Filfon, 306, Either

not known or neglefted by the geographers, ib. Who the firft

white man that difcovered it, 307. Called by the Indians the

dark and bloody ground, 308. Infpefting houfes for tobacco

eftablifhed within it, 310. Charader of its inhabitants, 321 &
feq. Its religious fefts, 3 2 1 . Its curiofities, 322. How.rifing
from a howling wildernefs to a flourifhing and fplendid fettle-

ment, 338 & feq. A fevere winter there, 354. Why conceived

to have been anciently inhabited by the Welih, 567. Entrench-

ments there of the mode of raifing which the Indians were ig-

norant, 368. Its burial-grounds perhaps bearing a refemblance

to ancient britifh remains, 369. How poffeffed of the four natui

ral qualities neceffary to promote the happinefs of a country,

371;. The various reafons why it fiiould univerfally attraft the

attention of mankind, ib. Confequences likely to accrue to it

from the recital of its happinefs, ib. & feq. The inhabitants ad-

vifed to imitate the political conduct of Lycurgus, Locke, Penn,
and Wafnington, 376 ; and to introduce manufaftures from their

own internal refources, ib. Reafons for fuppofing that, proba-

bly, their country will be inhabited by the firll people the world
ever knew, ib. Security of the fetilement from a cordon of
troops, extending upon the weftern fide of the Ohio, 400. Cir-

cumftances attending, the rife of the fettlement, how compara-
tively perilous and calamitous, 413.

Kentucky river defcribed, 312. 495.
Kathtippacanunck, the town of it, deftroyed, 383 ; defcribed>

with the adjoining country, 384 Sc feq.

Kickapoo defcribed, with the adjoining country, 385.
Kickapoo Indians defcribed, 364.
Kilhkiininetas creek defcribed, 493.
Knoxvilie defcribed, 515. 527. Aft for eflablifhing it, 544,

Prices of provifions, 545.
L.

LACOMIC creek defcribed, 493. ''

"

Lake, an extraordinary fubterraneous one, 322.

Lakes, american, their vaft niiignitudc, 60.

l-akes of the wood defcribed, 60.

Land, north- american, company's plan of the afibciation, ^yi
Sc feq.

Land
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LanJ, price of, 129. Expence of clearing, ib.

Lands in Virginia, Pennfylvania, Maryland, and North-Carolln?,

defcribed, 486 & feq.

Language of the Six Nations defcribed, 302.
Latin language likely to be fuperfeded by the engllHi, 233,
Laurel-hill defcribed, 8g. no.
Laurel-trees, variety of, 270.
Law, Mr. mifcarriage of his fcheme, 5'.

Law, profeflion of, full in America, 190.

Lead-mines in America, t,"]. 83. 135'.

Learning, one refult of its fuperabundance, 2o6«.

Legheiwacfen river defcribed, 10^ Sf feq.

Leguminous plants, enumeration of, 235.
Lewis, colonel, engaged againft the Indians, 5»

Lewis, general, proceeds to Kentucky, 319. Purchafes land

there, ib.

Lexington, its population, 180. Rernains of fortifications in its

neighbourhood, 368. And of earthen veffels, a manufadure un-

known to the Indians, 369.
Liberty, its charms, 36. The numerous bleflings it has conferred

on mankind, 70. State of civil liberty in A^nierica, 220.

Lick, a, defcribed, 31.

Licking creek defcribed, 31. 493,
Licking river defcribed, 29.
Licks, extraordinary curiofuies, 323,
Limeftone, great abundance of, in the uplands, 84.
Limeftone, fertility and beauty of this part of the country, 27. tjSs

Linnaeus, an inftance of his literary merit, 233.
Literature, ftate of, in America, 191. 219.
Little Minlami river defcribed, 119, 495'.

Located, explanation of this word, 10.

Locke teaching the doftrine of toleration, 3 760

Logan, colonel, haftens to join colonel Boon with a reinforcement,

356'
Long hunters penetrate the mountains of the wildernefs, 5.

Long ifland defcribed, 5 7.

Long ifle Indians defcribed, 384.
Long knife, exprellion of the favages, its meaning, 347*
Louis XIV. one of the confequences of his ambition, 4. Grants

Louifiana 10 M. Crozat, 390.
Louifa river, a Vjranch of the Kanhaway, 118.

^ouifiana, difcovery of, 4. 390. Settlements of, defcribe<l, 13.

The key to Mexico, 58, Granted to Crozat, 390. Its bounds,

ib. Grant revoked, and gi*en to a company, 391. Ceded to

Spain, 392. The ill conduit of the Spaniards there, 394.
VaU produce to be expected from it, 406. Situation, ib« la

climate fimilar to the fouth of France and Lilbon, ib,

Louifville defcribed, 35. 527.

Lower plains, what njay be fo denominated, 82.

R r J
I<ufiad|
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Lufiad, the reafons why it has been fo little read, 229.

X-ycurgus, banilhing covetoafnefs and the love of gold, 376.

M.

MACBRIDE, the firft white man that difcovered Kentucky, 307;.

M'Macken, Dr. James, propofes to conftrucl boats fo that thej

{hall be propelled by the force of mechanical powers, 333.
Macopin river defcrlbed, 507.

Madder defcribed, 256. Ground it bell thrives in, ib. Culture

of it, ib. Ovens neceflary to dry it in, 259. Means ufed to

pro'Terve it from putrefaftion, 260.

Maduc, prince of Wales, why fuppofed to have founded a colony

up the Mifouri, 567.

Mallet, his report ftom the ancient Icelandic chronicles, 367.

Mammouth, immenfefize of its bones, 29. Opinions concerning

it, by Buffon, Hunter, Cline, and JeiFerfon, 279.
Manlinefs of charafter degenerating proportionably with the fervi-

lity of courtiers, introduftiori.

Manufactures, what would fucceed in America, j 88.

Maple-tree defcribed by Dr. Ru(h, 23. 144. The fugar produced

from it not inferior to that of the Weft Indies, ib. America
capable of producing a furplus of ir, ib. Its utility and other

qualities, ib. 144. Productive of the fineft fugar under care

and management, 130. Its nature aixl power of fupply de-

fcribed, ib. Sc feq. No cultivation neceflary, 470. Scarce any

procefs or expencc attending the making the fugar, ib. Imple-

ments neceflary, ib. Expence of purchafing thein, ib. Seafon

for tapping, 471. Other procefs attending the making it, 472;
General obferv?tions, 483.

Maple-leaved ftorax, wood of it defcribed, 277.
Marble, plenty of, on the bank of the Kentuckj', I 36.

Margot river defcribed, 429. Fort upon it, ib.

Marl found in various parts of America, 137.

Marriages, lute and unfrequcnt, caufe a llowi^efs of population, 58.

Maryland topograph ically defcribed by T. Hutcluns, 485 <i fe(j.

Mafi'.icre ifland deicribed, 436.
Matapany river defcribed, 112.

Maurcpas lake, and adjoining country, defcnbed, 433, ,

Mawmee Indians defcribed, 364.
May-apple defcribed, 267. When ripe, ib.

Meadov/s, natural, not to be accounted for, 301.

Mcafures (probably fuccefsful) adopted for terminating the Indian

w3r. 288. ,
T

Mcloni, all kinds of, fucceed to admiration in America, 241.
Water melon defcribed, ib.

Mercer, lieutenant governor, his account of the communication
betw xt the waters of the old curopcan fettlements and the water

of the Ohio, 1 1 0.

Miami.
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Miami, great, river, defcribed, 46. Fortification? pn it defcxibed,

298.

Michegan lake, country near it defcribed, 54 & feq. 60.

Michiiimsckina'. river defcribed, 508. Soil unit defcribed, ib^

Middle, t|r Yellow, river defcribed, 448.
Militia, its advantages, 1 6,

'

'

Mineami river defcribed, 121. 495.
Mine au f'.-r, land near it defcribed, 429. 1

Mine river defcribed, 307.
Mingo nation defcribed, 363.
Mifiburi, the, a more powerful ftream than the Mifliffippi, 75.
How far navigable, ib. Its adjacent colony fuppofed to have
been founded by Madoc, prince of Wales, 367.

Mifliffippi, its navigation obftrofted by bpain, introduftion, ix.

Advantages of its frequent turning, 70. i-ligibili,ty of its na-

vigation beyond that of any other channel, 71. How /ar navi

gable, 74. When its inundations commence, 81. B«ing central

is proper foj the feat of government, 75. Uelcribed, 328. Its

navigation declared by the eighth article of the definitive treaty

free and open to the fubjefts of Great Britain, and the citizens

pf ti^e United States of Anjerica, 334. Firft difcovery of it,

389. Called by the natives Mefchafipi,. ib. The eallern

fide of it ceded to England, 392 ; and the weft^n part of it

to Spain, ib. May be coniidered as the great palTage made by the

hand of oature foj a variety of valuable purpoks, but principally

to promote the happinefs and benefit ot mankind, 4.02 Channel

remarkably crooked, 403. Might be much Ihortened, ib.

Remarkable fediment it leaves, ib. New channel cut for it, ib.

So deep as to be unfathomable, 404. Method of conveying

merchandife on it, ib. ^\ hat diftingyifhes it fiom every other

known river in the world, ib. Opening of it very different

now froni what it was laft century, ib. Its fource not known,

401. It leaves a flime on the banks like the Niie, ib. JSJavi-

gation of it not fo difficult as is gener.iliy imagined, 406. May
be made to anfwer every purpofe of trade and commerce, 407*
The adjoining country the fineif, and capable of being made the

mort produdive^ 408. Its fifh, ib. Anchorage and different

bearings, 409. Iflands formed by it, 410. Surprifing that

the nations poffelfed of Louifiana never endeavoured to obtain

an exaft knowledge of the fea-coaft weihvard of the mouths of

the Mi.ffiffippi, 415.
Mobille bay, 437 Its depth, ib.

Mobille town defcribed, 439.
Mfbille river defcribed, 439. Soil upon it, 440. Likely to be-

come the moft important river in America next to the Miffiliippi,

ib. & feq. '

"

Moghulbughkitum creek defcribed, 493.
Monon^aheia river defcribed, 493. Land on it, 497,

K. r 4 Morfe,
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Morfe, and all other writers, take their' information concerning

Kentucky from Filfon, introduftion, ix. ' ' '

t

Mountains in the Tenafee tratfl, 5 1
4..

Mulberry defcribed, 262. Beil methnd of planting, 263.

Mufclp {lioals_, their fettlements defcribed, 14.

Mulkinpum river defcribed, 21.^48. 117. 493, 494. Settfement

formed upon it, 21. Ancient fortifications on it defcribed, ib.

296,

Myrtle wax-tree, one of the grpateft bieflings beftowed on Loui=

iiana, 271. Defcription and culture of it^ ib. & feq.

N.

KANTICOKE river defcribed, 108.

l^afhville, fettlement of, defcribed, 42. ^i^,
Islafiiville, prices of prcvifions at, 54J.
l>Jatchbitoches formerly a confiderable French poft, 423.
Natchez, country of, once famous for the number and civilization

of its inhabitants, 424. Who for feme time 1 ve in friendfhip

with the French, ib. Whom they at length maffacre, 425.
But are foon afterwards fubdued by a freih body of french

troops, ib.

Katchez, climate of, more uniform and temperate than at New Or-
leans, 414.

[Nation, migrating, how impreffed with the charaflers of its new
ftate, 225.

INative inhabitants of the weftern country, obfervations on, by
major Heart, 2q6.

[Navigation, one of its confequences, 4. Why the art of it con'

tinued devious until after the lapfe of fcveral centuries, 68.

[Neftarines fcarce in the weftern country, 63.
[Negro, his intrepid defence againft the favages, 353.
JSfegroes, their proportion, mufcular ftrength, and athletic powers,
226. Caufes of their odour, 227 & feq.

New England, climate of, 125.

Nev/ Orleans likely to become a great commercial city, 332.
'How fituated, 406. The climate fimilar to that of Marfeilles,

ib. V
.

New riyer, a branch of the James, 1 13.
New town village, population of, 464.
New York, ftate cf, defcribed, 57. The affembly of it pafs an

aft for removing all obftruftions between Kudfon's river and
lake Ontario, 72. Its population, iSi. A pcrfed counterpart
of Liverpool, ib.

Newfpapers very plenty in America, 183.
Niagara, probable furrcndcr of its forts likely to increafe the fet-

tlements upon the borders of the lake Erie, 55. Of importance
to (>reat Britain, 286. 504. Road to avoid the falls of, ib.

Nitre, how made, 135,

North
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North american lani company, plan of the aflbciation, ^jz & fetJo

Northern hills, defcriptidn of, 85. " " '
•

Nut-trees, enumeration of, 267.
r„ . . o.
OAK, live, Virginian, fo abundant and fa eftim^ble, that it would

' prove equal to the conftruflion of a navy fuperior to the raaritiras

ftrength of all Europe corablnsd together, 276.
Oats plentiful in America, 238.
<3bton river defcribcd, 40.

Obfervations on the ancient works, the nati\^e inhabitants, &c. qf
" the vveftern part, in a leucr from mijor liearf to Dr. Smith,

268 On the prefent ftate of landed property in America, s49.
Refpsifling the prefervation of peace with the indian tribes,

559- .

•

Occupation detail of the routine of a fettler as a planter and farmer

in the wouds of Afnerica for the rirll: three years;'476 ik fcq.

Ochre fmnd in various parts of America, i37«

Oghniagara, ftreightsof, 98.

Officer, his great duties, 28'6.

Ohio, great fertility of its neighbouring lands, 21. lor. 429.
Where it rifes, and how far it runs, 23. 102. 458. The country

adjacent to it defcribed, ib. Sc feq. 4S8. Its produflion, 492.
Navigation, 60 & feq. 487. Multiplicity and importance of

its local advantages, 66 & feq„ Mode of defcending its ftreams,

68. '489. Its rapids no obllruilion in high water to biats going

down the river, 73. Its rapids defcribed, 490. Diftance and

time of defcending down it, 74 & feq. When its inundations

commence, 78. Defcribed by captain Gordon, 113.492. Na-

vigation of it defcribed, 1 14. 489. Falls of it, 1
1
5. Soil of it,

it6. Farther defcription of it, 318. 488. Table of diftances

between its moath and Pitrihurg, 362. Its current defcribed,

328. Fiih in it, 491. Roads and diftances by land to its falls,

from Philadelphia, 376. Table of diftances from the Balize iO-

it, 457.
Ontario, county of, return of the fettlers in, 462,

Ontario, lake of, defcribed, 97.

Oragon, one of the four moft capital rivers of America, 77.

O' Riley, general, takes pofleiuon of Louifiana and New Orleans

ibr the king of Spain, 399. His rigorous and unjuft conduct to

the french inhabitants, ib.

Orleans, New, likely to become a great commercial city, 332.

^ Situation, 406. 413. Its climate fimilar to that of Marfeiiles,

ib. Number of hoafes, 413. Inhabitants, ib. Fortifications,

ib. Communication with Florida, 414.

Ouiatanoti fort defcribed, 497. Indian tribes, number of, in

the neighbourhood, ib. Soil, ib. Annual amount of Ikins and

furs, ib. ,

Owl, great, its furprifing noife, 319.

Ozaw Indians defcribed, 364..

PAGE,
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P.

PAGE, Mr. fignsa certificate in favour ofMr. Rumfey's inventiojp

' for canying a boat agalnft tiic ftream by the influence of fteam,

/°'
. . . .

Paint creek, ancient fortifications on, defcribed, 2980

Pamunky river defcribed, 112.

Panicura, orguiaea corn, defcribed, 242.

Papaw, this fruit and its properties defcribed, 267. 317.

Paris, treaty of it, in 1763, ceiUons which the Englilh obtains(J

by ir, 13.

Partridge, a name given by the Americans to quails, 3:9.
Pafcagoula Indians defcribed, 420.

Pafcagoula river defcribed, 434. Soil on it, ib.

Paffage to America, price of, 202. Neceffary articles to be takes

with one, ib. Should calculate on a palfage of ten v/eeks, ib.

Pea ri\ cr, or Chafta-h<itcha, defcribed, 449,
Peace concluded between the United States and the Indians, 19.

Obfervations on the prefervation of, with the Indian tribes, 559^
Pea vine uefcribtd, 23^.
Peaches of the fineit flavour, 265. Cultivation of them ought to

be attended to, ib.

Pcakemine defcribed, 267, A fpecies of plum. ib.

Pearl river, where it rifes, 433. Settlements on it, ib. Produce

of the land adjoining, ib.

Pears of a good quality in America, 264,
Peafe, account oi, 240. Improperly fo called, ib.

Pelican, jireat, ifland defcribeij, 437.
Penn, VViliiam, founds a city of brethren, 376.
Pennant, his opinion concerning the peopling of America, 2.

Touches upon the natural hiitory of America, 278.

Pennfacola, bar of, defcribed, 441 & feq. Difcovery of it, 443,
Settlement on it, ib. Town of, defcribed, 444.

Pennfylvania defcribed, 57. 485 & feq. Its population, 58.

Perch found in the MiiTiffippi, 408.
Perdido river defcribed, 441. Formerly the boundary between

Florida and Louifiana, ib.

I'erfimmorj much refembles the medlar, 26^. Very aflfingent, ib.

Natives' method of making'bread of it, ib,

Petrefadions, curious inflances of, 301.
Pheafanf, a name giv.n by the Americans to groufe, 3 19.

Philadelphia, its infancy aqd flourilhing maturity, witnefled by one

man, introduoAin, vii. Roads ^nd dift^nces from it, by land,

to the falls of the Ohio, 376. Road's and diflances from thencq

to Pitllhurg, 377. Its population, 180.

Pliyfic, department of, well filled in America, 190.
Pinnkafliaw council, minutes o{^ and fpeeches, 359.
Pif.mont, valley of, defcribed, $7.

Pic^t«
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Pierre ifland defcribed, qoy.

^ilce found in the Mifliirippi, 408.
Pibrca fort, fituation of,' ^08. '

Pittfburg, ftate of the country by which it is rurrounded, 26. Ta-
' ble ot d;ltances between it and the mouth of the Ohio, 262.
Road and dillances to it from Philadelphia, 377. Defcribed,

488
Plan of aflbciation of the north american land company,' 572 &

Planters, geriiian, of canes, Brules and Cliapi:::n!j, method of con-
' dufting their pianiations, 414. /ii farmers in America^ routine

of their occupation, 476.
'

Plants, american, botanicaliy defcribed, 235 & feq.

Point Coupee, fettlements of, defcribed, 41^. Number of inhabit-

ants, ib.

Pokomoki river defcribed, 10 3.

Politics, tiie fyftem which blends them with religion baneful, i.

State of, in America, 193.

Ponchartrain lake dercribed, 433. Land on it, ib. Number and
names of the creeks m it, ib.

Population, flownefs of it, ho'.v caufed, 58. 180. Statement of, by
"Mr. Tench Coxe, 219, Of the' United States of America, 555.

Portages of the feveral rivers, 108.

Portage, lake de, defcribed, 240.
Potatoes, five different kinds of, 261. Culture, ib.

Poutawottamies Indians defcribed, 3"64. . "

Powel's mountain, its horrible afpeft, 34.3.

Pownall, governor, extract from his topographical defcription o£
the middle britilh colonies, 32. Defcription of woods in Ame-
rica, iq3 4 feq.

Potowmac, abfurd to make it the feat of govciment, 76. De-
fcribed, 109.

Prairie du Rocher village defcribed, 501.
Pratt, Mr. quoted about lilkworms, 64.

Preface to Kilfon's ftate of Kentucky, 306. To Hutchins's
' Louiliaria and Weft- Florida, 388. To Hutchins's Virginia,

Pennfylvania, &c. 485 & feq.

Prices current of provifions at Knoxville, 545 ; in Nafhville, ib.

Prieftcraft, its pernicious influences, •!.

Printing, Why riot invented until after the lapfe of feveral centuries,

7?-
Prolpeftus fnewing the benefit arifing from the purchafe and fettle-

' ment of land in New-York, 557.
Proviiionc, prices of, 172. 177, 181. In Knoxville, 545. At
"'Nafhvrlle, ib.

Pruffia, late king of, hisjuft remark concerning fecurity in war,
286.

I'urity in the body and virtue in the foul compared, 59.

QUAKERS'
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QUAKERS' fettlement in the Genefee tract, 465,
'Quebec defcribed, 45.
^Qui .ghtina river defcribed, 121,

R.

RAIN^Y iiland river defcribed, 510.
Raleigh, capital of North-Carolina, 527.
Rankin, Mr. paftor to the anabaptifls of Kentucky, 322.
Rapahannock river defcribed, 112.

Kapids, firuation and fall of the, defcribed. 34 & feq.

Red river defcribed, 311.
Red ftiell land, what fo called, S3.

Reelfoot river defcribed, 40.

Religion, the fyftem which blends it with politics, baneful, i,

Religious rights, flate of, in America, 229.
Remarkable rock and cafcade, defcription of, near the Youghio-

geny river, 304,
Remarks for the information of thofewho wifh to become fettlers

in America, written by dotlor Franklin, -481 Sz feq.

Report of Mr. fecretary Kamilton, on opening his budget, ^^6,
Of the fccret-iry of ftate on the ceded territory, 585 & feq.

Rice, David, pnfior to the anabaptifts at Kentucky,, 322.
Ricefuccoeds fiirpriiingly v/cil in America, 235,
Richmcn.d, its population, 120.
Rief or vein of rocks defcribed, 8?..

Rifle.ncn, origin of, 7.
Riviere de I'ifle de pluye defcribed, 510.
Rivers in the Tenafee trasft, 514.
Rivers, fraallj'^th^-inu.ndations not periodical, S-?. In the wcftern

divifion, account of, 104. Of Kentucky defcribed, 310. That
fall into the Ohio, 4^2.

Roanoak riier defcribed, 1 13. No river likely to be of more im-
portance, ib.

Roa^s, extraordinary, made by buffaloes^ 323. Impfcvement of, i S.

Robertfon,
J anies, his fettlement at Nafhvillc, 4'^.

Rf>ck and cafcade, defcription of, on the Ycughiogeny river, 304.
Rocky rivtr defcribed, 49^. Land near it: 3S6.
Rofalje forr, where fuuated, 423. Soil adjoining to it defcribed^

' ih,

Rofe iflnnd defcribed, 448. Its bearings, ib. S: feq,

Rougi; river drfoiibed, 423.
Round illand defcribed, 436.
Routine detail of the occupation of a T -tier ar. a farmer and planter

. in the anurican woods during the firft three years, 476 & feq.

RHmfc.)', Mr. of Virginia, his invention for carrying a boat againll

the f ream by the influence nfileam, d.).

Kufi!, '•;
i account oi the mnple-tree, 23. 144.

Rye
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x'ye fucce'eSs jn America, 2 ^6.

Rye-grafs, the> defci ibed, 30. 237.

SAGAMOND r'lver defctibed, 508.
Saint Andrew's ifland, 450. Its bay defcribed, ib.

Saint Clair, general, his eftimable charafter, 286. The great ob-
je£l of his expedition, ib. Defeated by the Indians, ib. From
what probable caufes, 287. Amount and nature of his army, ib,

•tS: feq.

Saint Clair river defcnbed, ^oc,.

r——--•
-,. .

- lake, its circumference, 60.
• Francis river defcribed, 428. PoU upon it, ib.

• Genevieve village defcribed, ^01.
- George's cape defcribed, 45 2.

Jofeph's bay defcribed, 450. Soil on it, 451 & feq.

Lawrence, one of the four moll capital rivers of America, 77
& ^q.

Louis, bay of, defcribed, 434, Village, 5oi»—— Philip's village defcribed, 501.
";• Pierre river, the fine country near it defcribed, 78.——^ Rofe ifland defcribed, 448.

^ Vincent fettlement, 13.

Saline hamlet defcribed, 502.
Salt, procefsof making it, 134 & feq.

Salle^ ficur la, one of the firil difcoverers of the MlfiliTippi, 389.
Viilainoufly murdered, 390.

Salt river defcribed, 35. 311. ~
,

' Salt fprings, what called, 31. How formed, 37. I34&feq^. How
difcovered, ib. Not fo ftrong as fea-water, ib.

Sanduflcy river defcribed, 47. 121. 495.
Sandy, great, defcribed, 27.
Saffafras defcribed, 270.
Savages, their hoftile attempts frufrrated by the intrepidity of a

negro and a woman, 358.
Savannas, or natural meadows on the Ohio, defcribed, 492.
Sshoolmafters much in requeft all over the continent ©f America*

191.

Schuyler, general, inftrumental to the removal of all the obftrudions

between Hudfon's river and lake Ontario, 72. His vaft efiate, ib.

Schylkill river, a branch of the Delaware, 106.

Sciota river defcribed, 46. i ig. 495.
Scott, general, his expedition fuccefsful, 269. His expeditions

againti an Indian tribe, 3S0.

Sea, inftances of its retreating from the land, 411.
Sc6ls, variety of, in America, 221.

Sepulchres, extraordinary, defcribed, 324.
Servants, how procured, 192.

Sefeme Quian river defcribed, jo8.
Settle-



Settlements, vefliges of ancient, 299. '

. ,
' " r^

Settler, detail of the rourine of his occupation as a plantci* ahd faf-

mer in the american weeds for the firll three years, 476.

Settlers in America, remarks for Jie, by Dr. Franklin, 481 & feq^

Shanedore, a fine bfaijch of the Potowraac, 1 12.

Shawanoe river defcribed, 498. Soil, ib.

Shawanefe Indians 'efcribed, 363.
Sheep found to profper on the Genefee lands, 465.
Sheffield, lord, contradiction of his prophecy, 17.

Shells on the mountains, account of, S'g. 300. Curious accouat of

fome found in an old grave-ilone in England, ib.

Ship ifland defcribed, 43c;.

Shrimps, method of catching them on the Miflifiippi, 403,
Shrubs, variety of, defcribed, 278.
Silk, manufafture of, 263.
Silkworm, experiments made on, ^4.
Sioux Indians defcribed, 364.
Six nations of Indians defcribed, 363.
Slavery, african, caufes a flowr.efs of population, 56.

Slaves, the number of, in Virginia, 223.
fclave trade,' obfervations concern'ng it, 222 & feq. Abolition

not likely to be promoted becauie numbers may have relinquilli-

ed the uieoffuga', 232.

Smith, Dr. Adam, argues in favour of peace, 80.

Soapftone, found about the Delaware, 84.

Society, ftate of, and ftyle .f living in the fettled country, prefera-

ble to the country life of Great Eritain, 181.

Soil, the fymptOKTis of a had one, 26.

South mountairj, dcfcription of, 8^; abounds in iron ore, ib.

South-weftern territory,- dcfcription of, 524 & feq.

Spain obftruds the navigation of the Miffilfippi, introduftion, ix.

Tyrannical againft the Americans, 4. How long and by what
means (he is like'y to remain in the poiTefiion cf the floridas.

52. The danger of her endeavouring to molell America, 58,
Confiders Louifiana as the key to Mexico, ib. Not likely to

admit of a free navigation of the Miflifiippi whilil fhe poflefles

Jijew-Orleans, 334. Treaty between it and the United States

<^f America, 562 & feq.

Spanilh river a branch of the Mobllle, 439.
Spruce pine, where it grows, 277.
State troops, a traft of country referved for them, 41.
States, United,^ rather puerile to think of making Potowmac the

feat of government, 76.

Stewart, John, accompanies colonel Boon in quell of Kentucky,

339. Killed by the favages, 340.
Stones lull of (hells found on the mountains, 89.
Stoney river, 425. Land near it defcribed, ib.

Strawberry, n;itive, defcribed, 36. 266.
•Sturgeon found in the MilTifiippi, 40S.

Sucar,
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Sugar, method of cultivating, in the Weft Indies, ijg.

SugSr maple tree, abundant, 28. 61. Procefs of making the fugar

from it, 41. 130. I4<1.. The numbers relinquiflung the ufe of

it not likely to promote the abolition of the flave trade, 23 2w

The trees numerous near the river St. Pierre, 78. No cultiva-

tion necefl'ary, 470. Scarce any procefs or expcnce attending

the making the fugar, ib. Implements neceffary, ib. Expence

of purchafing them, ib. Seafon for tiipping, 471. Other pro-

eeffes attending the making it, 472. General obfervations,

473-
, .

,

Sulphur found m abundance, 135.

Sumach ufed in preparing turkey leather, 273.
Superior, lake, its circumference, 60.

Sufquehanna river, 106. Its branches, ib.

Swatara, a branch of the Sufquehanna, 107.

Syftems, various, of the formation of the earth, 91*

T.

TABLE of diilances between Pittfourg and the mouth ofthe Ohio,

362.

Table of diftances from the Ealize to the river Ohio, 45:7.

Table of diftances from Philadelphia to the falls of the Ohio by
laAd, 376.

Tage river defcribed, 421. Country near it, 422.
Talpahockin, one of the richeft vales in Pennfylvania, So.

Tanfa river, a branch of the Mobille, 439.
Tawaw Indians defcribed, 364.
Tenafee, fhcrt defcription of the ftste of, 512. Population, ib,

Produd^ions, ib. & feq. Climate, 316. Conftitution, 528.

Tenafee river defcribed, 39—73. And the adjacent country, 41.

51. Its inhabitants def.gned to declare therafelvts independent

under the diftindion of the ftate of Franklin, ib.

Terence iiijprop<»r1y defcribed by Mr. Jefferion- »^o.

Territory, report on the ceded, 585 & feq.

Theories, different, of the earth, 91.
Theatres, in moft of the large towns, iSo.

Thoughts on emigration, 473.
Tobacco, that which grows in the country of the N'atchex, pre-

ferable to that of Virginia or St, Domingo, 245. Method of
planting and curing it, infpeding houfes ellabiilTied for it at

Kentucky, 310.

Toby's creek defcribed, 409.
Todd, colonel Levi, figns his recommendation of Filfon's ftate of

Kentucky, 306. Killed in an adion with the Indians, ^^^.
Todd, Mr. bfftows a library on Kentucky, 321.
Tohiccon, a branch of the Sufquehanna, promifes well, 107.
Toleration general in Amierica, 221. The do<5lrine of it taught by

Locke, 376.

Tombeche river defcribed, 439. Scil on it, ih.

Tonica«



INDEX.

Tonicas Indians defcribed, 419.
Tott, baron de, his rfemarks concerning the ignorance of the Turlcs,

228.

Totteroy river defcribed, 118. 494. Difference of climate froni

the Ohio, ib.

Traders, englifh, impelled tobarbarity by avarice, 20.

Traders, indian, penetrate the mountains of the wildernefs, ^.

Trading houfes, aft for eftabliiliing, with the indian tribes, 1546.

Treaty, definitive, 393. Copy of its eighth article referred to, ^^4*
Between the United States of America and Spain, 562 & feq.

Trees, american, botanically defcribed, 236 & feq.

Tr-'bes, indian, enumeration of them and their relidences, 290.
362.

Trigg, colonel, killed in an aftion with the Indians, ^^^.

V & U.

VASE river defcribed, 500.

Vaudrueil, M. letter from, on fetting the bank of the Mifliffippfj

9^-
. . .

Vales between the ridges of the Allegany mountains, 6. Beautiful

ones in the road from Philadelphia to Lancaiter, 86.

Uchee Indians defcribed, ^6^.
Vegetables, culinar}', of America, faperior to thofe of England,

204.

Vermilion river defcribed, 510.
» Indians defcribed, 364.
Vefliges of ancient fettlements, 299.
Vinlan.i colonized by Icelander.'.. 367.
Virginia, ftate of, encourages t' e peopling of Kentucky, 6 & feq.

Divifion of its fouthern limits, 14 & feq. Urges her right to

confider Kentucky as her appendage, 11. Grants a general

court to Kentucky, 16. Referves a trad of country for the

flatc troops, ,-C- , /.Its population flow, 52. /ts laws relpcfting

the emancipation of flaves, C23. Theirnumbers within it, 223.

A complete emancipation not feafible, 224. Inftance of their

gcnd difpofition towards the Indians, 296. Why not carried

into efFeft, ib. Difpute the right of Mr. Henderfon to lands

purchafed by him at Kentucky, yet reward him for his acquifi-

tions, 309. Topographically defcribed by T. Hutchins, 485
& feq.

Virtue in the foul and purity in the body compared, ^g.
Ulloa, don Antonio, takes poflefTion of Louifiana for the king of

Spain, 394. His obnoxiou.s conduft there, 395. Succeeded

by general O'^iley, 397.

W.
WAR ASH river defcribed, 44. 496, Difcharges itfelfinto the

Ohio, ib. Navigation, ib. Soil, 497. Settlements, ib. Pro-

du;flions, ib. Horfe»> ib. 1

Waggons,



Waggotts, Ae price of, 171.

Walden's mountain, its terrible afped, 343.
Walker, Dr. proceeds' ro Kentucky, 308* .pHjich^fe* land there,

309- ,

.;://.• ;
,. ....:

Wall, ancient, on the Big Black defcribed, 29^* -GJMi^aw* deicrip-

tior. of its origin, ib. .--.:. ..>.

Wallanpaupack river defcribed, 106. ,

'

Walnut-trees, number and varieties of, 268* Nut fmaller thflri

the englilh, ib.
_

- J

War, rules to be obferved in one againft the Indians, t88. .
:

-

V/afhington fort, fituation of the countrj' near it defcribed, i^8/«

Wafhington, general, figns a recommendation of Mr. Rumfey'a

invention for carrying a boat againft the ftream by the influence

of fleam, 6g.
Water-melon defcribed, 24 1

.

Waters of the old european fettlemehts, tlicit communication with

the waters of the Ohio, no.
Weaudenau, the lands around them defcribed, 385. And the

beautiful profpefts, ib.

Wel(h, why conceived to have inhabited Ke;rttucky, 367^ • „

Weft-Florida, hiftory and topography of, g 88. Boundaries of it,

429. General obfervations of ufe in making the land, 430-
Ohfervations on the winds, feafons, tides, &c. of, 452 & feq.

Weftern waters, number of fouls upon them, 55. Their probable

incrcafe, ib. Ohfervations upon the ancient works and native

inhabitants, by major Heart, in a letter to Dr. Smith, 296.

Whaiely, Phillis, account of, 229. Specimen of her animnted poe-

try, ib. Comparatively poflefllng greater genius than Mr. Jef-

ferfon, ib. _
Wheat, where indigenous, 30. Thrives in America, 238.

-Wheftone excellent en the Muflcingum, 117.

Wild animals, enumeration of, and where found, 278.

Wild hare, not one in all America, 279.
Wild rye defcribed, 237.
Wilkinfon, general, his expedition againft an indian tribe, 330.

Wine, price of, in America, 195. Excellent wine might be

made there, 266.

Wolf river defcribed, 40.

Wor^m, her intrepid defence againft the favages, 358.
W'^oodcocks with bills of pure ivory, 319.
Woods, detail of the rodtine of the occupation of a fettler as a

planter and farmer ;n the american woods, for the firft three

years, 476 & feq.

Woods in America, I^ownall's account of, 188 & feq»

World ftill in an infant ftate, 3.

Whortleberries defcribed, 267, Something like goofeberries, ib.

Wyandott Indians defcribed, 363. Some initiated in the roman
catholic religion, 372.

S s YADKINi



INDEX.

Y.

YADKIN, a branch of James river, 113.

Yazou river defcribed, 426. Fertility of the adjoining Gountr'yv

ib. Confidcrablc advantage that will attend building on thi»

river, 427.
Yellow river, or Middle river, defcribed, 448.
Youghiogcny river defcribed, 24. 109. tallies on Its banks

defcribed, 99. 487. Defcription of a remarkable rock and
cafcade near the weftern fide of it, 304.

York river, 1 12.

If*
In the note at the bottom of p. 502, and in that of p. 504,

the reader is referred to a plan which afterwards was not

thought of confequence enough to be engraved.

Direciiotis to the Bindery for placing the Maps.

Map ofthe Weftern Territory, - - /o/«f^ tfee Title
Rapids of the Ohio, -' . page 33
Map of Kentucky - - - 378
Map of the 'I enafce State, - - 512
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